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RADIO'S $430,000,000 QUESTION 





NON-PROFIT LAB 
FOR LEGIT 
ACTORS 


Original Albertson At 


Frank Albertson, Hollywood film 
and radio actor, has a one-picture 
contract for Leo McCarey’s forth- 
coming “Good Sam.” He’s getting 
$650 a week, but won't appear on 
the screen, or even before the cam- 





Setup for 
craft, whether they’re without shows 
or in long-run successes, has been 
worked out by producer Cheryl 
Crawford and_ directors 
Lewis and Elia Kazan. There is no 


commercial angle to the plan and no | 


formal organization will be created 
to handle it. Actor participants will 
be charged a trifling amount to cover 
basic expenses. The project has been 
temporarily titled Studio by the 
three organizers and may never have 
any more official designation. 

The idea for the actor - training | 
getup arose more or less spontane- 
ously more than a month ago, during 
a weekend session of theatrical shop- 

- talk by Miss Crawford, Lewis and 
Kazan. All had agreed that one of 
the unfortunate aspects of the con- 
temporary professional theatre is 

(Continued on page 63) 


Bing on the Lam, Ruggles 
Marooned in Hollywood 
On Rank Commitment 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Wesley Ruggles is cooling his heels 
here impatiently and J. Arthur Rank 
ig on the hook in London while Bing 
Crosby stretches out his hunting trip 
in the Canadian woods. Ruggles hur- 
ried to the Coast recently to submit 
the script of his first British-made 
film under the Rank banner but The 
Groaner had already left for the 
north with Bill Morrow, his radio 
scr: pter-producer. 

Ruggles will stick around until 
Crosby returns since Rank is anxi- 
ous to get the greenlight from him. 
If the Crosby okay is given, the pic, 
prodiced by Ruggles, will roll early | 
next year. 

Crosby's understanding with ae 
is that everything in the film, except 
the singer himself, will be 100% 
British. That includes cast, story, 





background and songs. Crosby has | 
told Rank that he wants to sing a 


batch of old English, Scotch and | 
Ivish airs. Hence, only one or two 
new tunes will be written for 
pic. 


SWG’s 1% Royalty Yen 
Can Nab $18,000,000 Per 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

After a tumultuous awerinio 
meeting, Screen Writers Guild last 
night (Monday) voted 205 to 136 for 
referendum of its entire member- 
ship by mail on the controversial 
bo royalty payoff which would re- 
urn 
ally to the Guild. After vote was 
taken, F. Hugh Herbert, who ten- 
dered his resignation as' SWG sec- | 
retary, said he might reconsider his 

(Continued on page 56) 





actors to practice their | 


Robert | 


eras. He’s been hired to teach a 
young, virtually unknown newcom- 
jer, to. do a Frank Albertson charac- 
terization in the picture. The new- 
comer, 
vealed, is being paid $250 a week. 
When McCarey was readying the 
|film he decided the juve character 
Tense be played by a “young | 
Frankie Albertson,” so he located a 
youthful actor who looked the part 
and then signed Albertson to teach 





lhim all the Albertson mannerisms, 
© | tricks of speech, walk, 


gestures, etc. 
The original Albertson is in his 30s. 


DeMille Nixed By 
AFRA on Vox Pop’ 


Cecil B. DeMille has been refused 
permission by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists to participate 
in the season’s premiere broadcast 
of the “Vox Pop” series, Oct. 1 from 
Pittsburgh. Paramount Pictures, 
which has a tieup for the broadcast 
‘in connection with its forthcoming 
“The Unconquered” release, re- 
quested the waiver for DeMille, pro- 
ducer of the picture. However, 
AFRA would not grant it, as the 
union expelled DeMille three years 
ago for non-payment of a $1 assess- 
ment, and his suit for reinstatement 
is still pending in the California 
courts. 





| Gary Cooper 
| leads of “The Unconquered, 


Possible, but improbable, that 
and Paulette Goddard, 
” will be 
available for the broadcast, as the 
former is currently working in an- 





the | 


an estimated $18,000,000 annu- | 


other picture and latter is not ex- 
pected back from asnaestalh in time. 


1ST ALL-NEGRO SOAPER 


TEES OFF IN CHICAGO, 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

“Here Comes Tomorrow,” first 
soaper in Chicago with an all-Negro | 
cast, sponsor and agency, teed off | 
‘last week via WJJD. Thrice- -weekly | 
series will follow a conventional 
story line—emotional upheavals in a | 
doc’s family—with incidental refer- 
ences to Jim Crowism and other so- 
cial problems. 
| Richard Durham 
(Continued on 


Sam Goldwyn, Jr., 21, To 
Produce for Rank in Eng. 


Sam Goldwyn, Jvr., 21-year-old son 
'of the producer, has been signed 
|as an associate producer for the J. 
| Arthur Rank organization. 


} 


will 
page 


63) 


| to work at Two Cities studios. 


| only recently returned from England | 'atic warbling here last year, 


training session 
Box, Gainsborough | 


‘after six month 
‘under Sydney 
, studios chief. 


a 


4 
. £ 


30, Too ‘Old’ for McCarey? 


whose identity isn’t being re- | 


WILL IN 
TAKE CODE CURB? 


GEORGE ROSEN 
Atlantic City, Sept. 
radio, the 











By 
16. 


American on spot for 


business medium to become 


dated by excessive commercials, 





| for 
and promise never to speak unkindly | directed and produced 


script- | 


Goldwyn probably will be ——' 


faced one of its major 
day (Tues.) for the radio 
the nation. Debating the 
the new code of the National Assn. 
ot Broadcasters and specifically 


men of 


reforms on commercials—will decide | 


thus inviting another 
rages, 
of self-regulation. 

It’s a question of whether 
dustry still riding high with an an- 
nual boxoffice take of $430,000,000 
could be sold on commercial curbs. 

It’s the one issue of any conse- 
quence to help take the broadcasting 
conventioneers’ minds off the in- 
tense Atlantic City heat. For other- 

(Continued on page 26) 


Producer Pemberton 
Praises Actor Pemberton 


year 








By BROCK PEMBERTON 
Although it comes a little late I 
wish to apologize to the critical fra- 
ternity. For a quarter of a century 


whenever they took them at my 
productions, which was too frequent 
comfort. I now forgive them 


of them again, at least in public. 
result of their compassion in re- 
P. Dowd in “Harvey” 


theatre, Abingdon, 
Academy of Music, 


Va., and 
Roanoke, 


the 
last 





or judgment. 

Someone writing under the byline 
!'of Murdock Pemberton in VARIETY 
last week says I played the part 


| (Continued on page 63) 


And Forgives All Critics. 


an in-| 


Doorman’s Play 


USTRY 


| 


| born August, 


| permitting-what is essentially a show | 
inun- | 


' 


isword, 
decisions to- | the worse for 


merits of | Johann de Groot, 


fin 
that section of it which advocates |sword through Dajo, struck a bone | 





| 


| 


This death-bed reformation is the | 


viewing my performance of Elwood | 
at the Barter | 


week. I have scanned every review | 
and have failed to find a hafsh word 


VATICAN CHOIR GETS 


| $20,650 MEX BID 


| Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
Negotiations are well under way 
| for what will be Mexico's biggest 
coin perforMance show. Dickers are 
lon to bring to Mexico, under a guar- 
'antee of $20,650 per performance, 
_Monsignor Refices Vatican Choir of 
| 60 voices. Expected that the Choir 
| will open here during Christmastide. 
Number of per’ormances has not yet 
| been decided. 
Lily Pons donated her fee of 
$4, 000, for radio rights to her oper- 
to 
She was the highest paid 
to ap- 


charity. 
‘artist per performance ever 
j pear in Mexico. 


i 





Feels-No-Pain Act Nixed 


By Swiss, Tries France 


Paris, Sept. 16. 

Paris agents are currently mulling 
a way to introduce here a Dutch act 
which has been barred by the Swiss 
\police in Zurich, where it was dem- 
onstrated. Act is that of Marin Dajo, 
1912 in Rotterdam, who | 
by the Germans with a| 
victims but sur 





was shot 


batch of other ‘ived. 


; motion 


Dajo permits himself to be run, 
across any part of his body with a 
without apparently feeling | 
it He is accompanied | 
medico Hyke Otter and nurse 
both Dutch. 
Police trouble came when one man 
the audience, when driving the | 


by 


and kept on pushing which caused | 


whether the status quo is to prevail, | Dajo to fall to the floor. The show | 
of bar-|was then tabodoed 
or agree to a voiuntary plan | 


—- ee) 


Gets B way Prod. 


Scheduled for production on 
Broadway in November is a drama 
co-authored by a playwright who is 
at present the stage doorman at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y. Play is “Three 
Mothers,’’ by Richard Reich and 
Alden Nash. Reich is a refugee, 
three of whose plays were produced 
by Max Reinhardt, with Albert Bas- 
serman starring in one. Nash is co- 
author of another play, “Jellicoe,” 
formerly titled “A Certain Miss 
Jones,” which is slated for produc- 
| tion in California this fall, with 


I have been taking pot-shots at them | Charles Ruggles in the lead. 


“Mothers” will be presented by 
new producing firm of Casey Allen 
and Charles _ Irving. Allen has 
shows - in 
(Continued on page 63) 


| (Tuesday) 


McNUTT TO REP 
FILM BIZ IN 
RED PROBE 


Paul V. McNutt was named by the 


picture 
to represent 
ings of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, scheduled to 
| start in Washington later this month, 
McNutt, a* liberal lawyer and one- 
time Presidential aspirant, has a 
long record of public activity which 
includes service as National Com- 
mander of the American Legion, 
governor of Indiana, head of the 
War Manpower Commission and last 
U. S. Commissioner to the Philip- 
pines. 

Selection of McNutt capped a 
month of mulling by industry top- 
pers of dozens of important names 
for the post. McNutt was felt to 
have an ideal background, especially 
in his association with the American 
Legion. The Un-American com- 
(Continued on page 63) 


Radio Scripter Shaw 
Couldn’t Have Written 
Himself a Better Part 


Could this be another trend? 

Robert Shaw, scripter of “Mr, 
District Attorney” and the forthcom- 
ing “Christopher Wells” whodunit 
programs, has just inherited between 
$3,000,000 and $4,000,000. Several 


industry yesterday 
it at heare 








months ago a legit actor, Tony 
Rivers, also became heir to a fortune 


| reportedly well in excess of $1,000,- 


000. 
In the case of Shaw, he doesn’t get 
(Continued on page 63) 
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PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
a 9 Christmas Carols 


ALL-GIRL ORCHESTRA ..a CHOIR 
Under the direction of PHIL SPITALNY 


SENT WIGHT 
“TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE Cie ats 
ADESTE FIDELIS 
GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN 
CAROL OF THe BELLS 
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
OH LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
THE FIRST NOEL 


OF CHARM 








| Po. 


~ CHARM RECORDS. Inc. 
Bex 40, Radio City Station, New York 19, N. Y. 
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radio to do big things. The writer 


2 MISCELLANY 





Wednesday, Sepiember 17, 1947 





(Reprinted from the N. Y. Herald Tribune, by Permission ) 
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KIND WORD: FO 


The comedian is the whipping boy 
of the radio industry. He is the ob- 
ject of critics’ seorn and a target for 
free-lance derision, The comedian’s 
jokes are ridiculed by intellectual 
and cretin alike. Listeners in man- 
sion and motel agree that the come- 
dian is a no-talent lout whose sense 
of humor is_ non-existent. At 
women’s clubs, on dank afternoons, 
polls are regularly taken. The re- 
sults, invariably released for publi- 
cation, tend to show that radio 
comedy is in a state of galloping 
disintegration. National magazines 
take turns in printing semi-erudite 
post mortems on the radio funster 
and his wares. Variety the “National 
Geographic” of the honky tonk, an- 
nually runs its hackneyed headline | 
“Which came first—The Egg or the 
Radio Comedian?” 

Since radio first began, no convert 
has deserted the ranks of the scof- 
fers to champion the cause of the 
radio comedian. No defender has 
attempted to kindle a mighty hot- 
foot that will cause humanity to 
yelp and raise its heel from the 
comedian’s throat. The “voice in the 
wilderness” has not cried out in his 
behalf. Truly the radio comedian 
has been abandoned by all mankind. 

Before he becomes extinct, before 
he is naught but a petrified memory 
whose tracks are found by scientists 
retreating down the corridor to ob- 
livion, I would like to say a kind 
word for the radio comedian. His 
artistic life is a bedlam. Many haz- 
ards confront him on his way to the 
microphone each week. Multiple 
forces conspire to thwart him at 
every turn. 














“ * * 


A list of aggravations would in- 
clude... 

The Writer: The average radio 
writer is an ulcer with a pencil. His 
rancid expression leads one to as- 
sume that his mother had an acid 
condition and the writer was weaned 
on sour milk. The weight of the 
writer's head causes his buggy-whip 
backbone to bend forward, giving 
the impression that the writer is 
concealing a boomerang in the back 
of his coat. The writer instinctively 
dislikes the comedian who employs 
him. The writer is always about to 
write a smash play, sign with a 
picture company or assemble his | 
own package show. The comedian 
is paying the writer a large salary 
which stops the writer from leaving 





is so busy bewailing his upholstered 
fate that he has scant time to work 
on the ecomedian’s scripts. When the | 
stale jokes he has contrived fall flat, 
the writer blames the comedian. 
When the comedian’s contraet is 
finally canceled, the writer packs his 
files and his benzedrine and goes to 
work to undermine another come- 
dian. Most of the eomedy the writer 





—=By FRED ALLEN 


R THE COMEDIAN 














turns out for the comedian is not 
to be laughed at. 

The Censor: The censor is the 
house detective of the radio net- 
work. The censor is usually a man 
with no sense of humor who is so 
narrow-minded he thinks in strips. 
He comes to his job equipped with 
nothing but a blue pencil and the 
right of way. The censor can find 
dirt in an infant's glance. The height 


lof the censor’s ambition is to delete 


everything in a comedian’s script. 
The censor would like to hear the 
comedian at the microphone reading 
nothing but punctuation. 

The Steoge: The stooge is the un- 
happiest character in radio. He 
knows that he is funnier than the 
comedian. His wife is forever re- 
minding him. The stooge is always 
stalking the comedian demanding 
bigger billing, more money or fun- 
nier lines. Utopia will arrive when 
the stooge has his own program and 
the comedian is working for him. 

The Spenser: The comedian’s 
sponsor is eannon happy. The spon- 
sor was the first man to shoot a rice 
grain out of a cannon. Every em- 
ployee in the sponsor’s factory has 
been shot out of a cannon. The spon- 
sor himself has been shot out of a 
cannon. The sponsor’s new breakfast 
food is called “Bang!” Bang not only 
sparkles, snaps and crackles, as it 
is being eaten, Bang explodes in 
babies’ mouths. The sponsor wants 
these startling facts brought out in 
the commercials. The Bang commer- 
cials get longer and longer. The 
comedian doesn’t dare complain. 
The comedian knows that the spon- 
sor doesn’t have to put him in a 
cannon to fire him. 

The Studie Audience: The studio 
audience is a mass of negative fiot- 
sam. Open the door of a radio stu- 
dio at any hour o° the day or night 
and a faceless group will flock inside 
to participate in quiz programs, com- 
munity sings or to laugh and ap- 
plaud as directed. Where they come 
from, where they go, nobody knows. 
Rumor hath it that most studio au- 
diences are cannibals. They eat 
masters of ceremonies they trap be- 
hind washing machines, electric 
stoves and other quiz bait. The stu- 
dio audience is the bane of the come- 
dian’s existence. While he is trying 
to please the listeners at home he 
has to indulge in some low comedy 
to entertain his studio audience. The 
comedian knows that any joke an 
inch off the ground will be over the 
studio audience's head. 

The Agency Executive: The 
agency executive is a man who has 
read “The Hucksters” and passed the 
Gardenia Test. (The Gardenia Test 
is used by all reputable advertising 
agencies. The potential executive is 
seated ait a desk. A gardenia is pinned 
to his lapel. If he has sufficient 

(Continued on page 63) 





Sam Goldwyn Concerned 
Over Harold Russell’s 


RODGERS-HAMMERSTEIN 





(‘Best Years’) Vaudates 


Samuel Goldwyn office is some- 
what disturbed by vaude dates now 


Hollywood, Sent. 16. 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 


|London from Paris to sponsor the 


FILMUSICAL FOR METRO. 





| 274th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
Ei Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
Coming soon, the most unusual 
picture ever made. 
RAY’S Production, 
COO,” in Trucolor. A Republic re- 
lease. 


Paulette Goddard to Do 
“Anna Lucasta’ in French; 
Merediths’ Film Plans 


Paulette Goddard, due to arrive in 
New York Friday (19) via plane 
from Paris, is scheduled to return 
to the French capital in January to 
play the lead in a French-language 
version of “Anna Lucasta.” Adapta- 
tion of the long-run Broadway 
drama, originally presented with an 
all-Negro cest, repertedly will be 
done by Jean-Paul Sartre. 

Producer John Wildberg is under- 
stood to have made the preliminary | 
approaches for the deal with Miss 
Goddard in Dublin last August. 
Actress was appearing there with 
her husband, Burgess Meredith, in 
a revival of “Winterset” at the 
Gaiety. 

Wildberg has since returned to 














play in Britain in association with 
Jack Hylton. A number of the orig- 
inal American cast will re-create 
their original roles in London where 
it’s due to bow Oct. 20. Nature of | 


the Paris cast is unknown as yet. | 


Upon her US. arrival Miss God- | 
dafd will go to the Coast where she 
has been assigned to a top rele in 
“Hazard” at Paramount. Picture, to 
be directed by George Marshall and | 
with MacDonald Carey as the male 
lead, rolis late this month. In Bri- 
tain most of the summer, actress 
recently completed “An Ideal Hus- 
band” for Sir Alexander Korda. 
Husband Burgess Meredith, who re- 
turned last week from six months 
abroad, likewise made “Mine Own 
Executioner” for Korda. 


With their Korda film chores com- 
pleted late in July, Meredith said in 


KEN MUR- | 
“BILL AND) 





This Week’s Football 








By HARRY WISMER 


(Sports Director of ABC Network) 


College 
EAST 


Eastern football, which figures to be as exciting as anything the country 
will produce this fall, won't really get under way for a couple of weeks 
yet. For your future book, you can mark down the University of Penn- 
sylvania and Navy as the east’s top teams, with Yale not far behind, 
However, you'll have to wait to get a look at these titans in action. Vil- 
lanova, prepping for its role as the first team to get a crack at Army's 
three-year winning streak, warms up against the Kings Point Merchant 
Marine Academy, and should win in a breeze. The Nittany Lions of 
Penn State should get by Washington okay. More will be heard from 
the east later. 

MIDWEST i 

Not much goes on in the midwest yet, either, although that condition 
will be remedied before long. Iowa will work out at the expense of 
North Dakota State and, if anybody cares, lowa State will probably wallop 
lowa State Teachers. The big noise in this district is bound to be the 
powerhouse Wolverine squad Fritz Crisler is drilling at Michigan. Michi- 
gan opens against Michigan State on Sept. 27—and watch Bob Chappuis 

‘o! 

SOUTHWEST 

As. usual the caliber of play in the wild and woolly southwest will be 
high this year—and there’s plenty of action on tap this weekend. High- 
lighting the card is a clash between Texas Tech and the University of 
Texas. With Bobby Layne’s pitching arm on its side, Texas U. should 
take it, but not without a fight. Texas Christian looks too tough for Kan- 
sas, but Ray Evans, the Kansas quarterback, may have a thing or two to 
say about that. 

SOUTH 

Georgia’s Bulldogs and the Crimson Tide of Alabama will be fighting all 
the way for honors in the deep south, along with Georgia Tech and North 
Carolina, and it’s going to be a real dogfight. Georgia goes against Fur- 
man on Friday night, and Wally Butts’ crew should win by plenty. Ala- 
bama, behind Harry Gilman, ought to get by Mississippi Seuthern without 
sweating too much. And South Carolina has a soft touch in Newberry, 


| Charlie Justice and his North Carolina Tarheels don’t get into the swing 


‘of competition until they tackle Georgia in that big game on the 27th. 
PACIFIC COAST 
San Francisco and St. Mary’s generally are considered the class of the 
Coast independent colleges, and both get a chance to prove it this weekend. 
Forrest Hall should pitch Ed McKeever’s San Franciscans to victory over 





| San Joe, while St. Mary’s looks like the winner over scrappy little Port- 


land. California has a tough opener in Santa Clara, but figures to make it, 


: Pro Football 


(NATIONAL LEAGUE) 

After warming up in a series of exhibition games, the National Football 
League will put on its first official contest of the year on Sunday in 
Pittsburgh, when the Steelers play host to the rebuilt Detroit Lions. 
With Bullet Bill Dudley in there, you've got to go along with the Lions 
on this one. 

ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 

Well under way by now, the All-America Conference has a busy sched- 
ule coming up. On Friday night Brooklyn’s Dodgers will go to Los 
Angeles, probably to take a licking from the Dons. The Buffalo Bilis 
figure to whip the Rockets at Chicago the same night. On Sunday Cleve- 
land’s championship Browns will overpower the aggressive Baltimore 
Colts, newest Conference entry, and the New York Yankees should nese 
out the red-hot San Francisco 49ers in a sizzling tussle at San Francisco, 





That's all for now, but things will be a lot hotter next week. Beginning 
next Wednesday we'll list odds for each game, as well as the probable 


LERNER, LOEWE, CASE 


Pix as U. S. Envoys 
Stressed by Byrnes PLAN OWN N.Y. NITERY 











New York last week that he and | 
Miss Goddard originally had hoped 
to appear in a new John Steinbeck 
play at the Gaiety, Dublin, but when 
the playwright did not have the 


script quite ready they dug - up 
“Winterset.” “The play,” he_ re- 
marked, “received mixed critical 


acclaim and rebuke but nevertheless 
it broke all house records for the 
Gaiety since a Sir Henry Irving 
success in 1887.” Piece clesed Aug. 





Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

James F. Byrnes, former Secre-|Loewe, authors of 
tary of State and now counsel on |intend opening a night club on the 
foreign affairs for the film industry, |east side of midtown New York. 
called motion pictures “the ambas-|They’ve formed a syndicate with 
sadors of America,” and stressed the | Carroll Case, son of the late Frank 
importance of continued export of | Case, owner of the Algonquin Hotel, 
Hollywood product at a dinner given |N. Y., and Richard Lamarr, the 
by Joseph Schenck and atiended by |talent agent. They are reported to 
studio toppers. Byrnes discussed the |have considered buying the F. 54th 
foreign situation, country by coun- |street building in which Michael 
try, and advised the producers to Todd has offices, but decided against 
regulate production costs so as to jit, and are now seeking another 
be sure of making a profit in the |property to house the venture. 








“Brigadoon,” 


merstein If have agreed to write a | 31 after a four-week run. 


being played by Harold Russéll, the ,™USi<@! picture far Metro within the | 
handless sailor of Goldwyn’s “Best "ext 10 months. Subject is not | 
Years of Our Lives.” While Russell’s agreed upon as yet but Metro pro- 
“act” is admittedly thoroughly in | ducer Arthur Freed is digging for | 
good taste, Goldwynites look askance stories among those the studio! 
at theatre dates as breaking down already owns which they might 
the dignity carefully built up around | adapt. Although Freed will produce 





Both he and Miss Goddard, Mere- 
dith said, plan to appear in more 
pictures for Korda and may return 
to Britain .for film-making next 
spring. However, the actor added at 
the moment he has no contractual 
obligations with: the British pro- 


' domestic market. Understood the group would not 
Before leaving for Washington, | actively operate the spot. but figure 
| Byrnes discussed plans for the Con- |on remaining more or Iess in the 
|gressional committee meetings on re- | background, with an experienced cafe 
ports of a Communist menace in man in charge. Besides the profits 
Hollywood. from “Brigadoon,” Lerner presum- 
ably would have access to additional 
financing through his family. which 











Russell during his period of con- 
tract to Goldwyn. 

Producer had the handless vet un- 
der a One-year pact which expired 
Aug. 19. Purpose of the contract, 
following completion of the film, was 
to give Goldwyn control over activi- 
ties of Russell. He was fearful that 
outside sources might take ad- 
vantage of the one-shot player and 
put him in a position to take ad- 
vantage of and break down the 
prestige he build up in “Years.” 

Goldwyn reportedly was paying 
him $150-a-week during the post- 
picture period and had offered to ex- 
tend the contraet. Ruesell figured it 
would be preferable to take ad- 
vantage of the $1,750 a week he is 
said to be getting for the vaude 
dates. Goldwyn wanied Russell, 
who is in his thirtie’, to return to 
Boston College. where he had 18 
months of an advertising course be- 
hind him and 18 months to go. 

During the past year, the liberal- 
minded and _ highly 


with all dates approved by the 
Goltwyn office, to civic and patriotic 
SrOUPS. 


personable , 
former GI made dozens of speeches, | 


| the picture, billing will be a Rodgers 


& Hammerstein production. 


Agreement means that R&H will 
| probably not produce any Broadway 
| legits after their musical, “Allegro,” 
| opens in NeW York in early October. 
| One reason for their Hollywood de- 
‘cision is that their Broadway cur- 
| rent productions of “Happy Birth- 
| day” and “John Loves Mary” have 
_not done as well as expected in re- 

couping investments. “Birthday” 
‘particularly has a huge backstage 
overhead, 


| fiona Massey’s N.Y. Cafe 





} 





Tlovu Massey, film songstress, wil! 
make her New York cafe bow, at 
ithe Versailles. Nov. 11. Sincer has 
i been booked in at $3,000 by Music 
|\Corp. of America. Other dates are 


beng lined up. 

Miss Massey, last seen in Metro's 
j“Feliday in Mexico” is set to fellow 
ithe :un of Dwight Fiske who opens 


inext Wednesday (24), 


| Bow at Versailles, N.Y. 


ducer. He planed to the Coast over 
the weekend for confabs with Ben- 
edict Bogeaus on the shooting of 
additional scenes on their jointly 
produced “A Miracle Can Happen.” 


Frisco Dailies Recant On 
| Hildegarde ‘Speeding’ 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

Hildegarde was collecting a sheaf 
of retractions today (Tuesday) from 
four. San Francisco newspapers in 
general and cafe owner Al Williams 
in particular following threats of 
damage suits resulting from an in- 
cident involving the drrest of Wil- 
liams on a sneeding charge in the 
city of Berkeley, Cal. Williams 
allegedly had declared to the police 
| that Hildegarde was one of his party 
in the car, which the papers picked 
up and featured. 
| Hildegarde at the time was in her 
|San Francisco hotel, the Mark Hop- 
kins. She denounced Williams as 
“a nuisance, a gate crasher and a 
trouble-maker” whoin she had never 
jformally met. 











Noblesse Oblige Plug 
For Wendy Hilier’s Play 


A film house running a trailer 
to plug the premicre of a Broadway 
legit is the case of the Sutton theatre 
on New York's east side. Flickery’s 
45-second trailer heralds “The 
Heiress,” a new play starring Brilish 
actress Wendy Hiller and produced 
by Fred F. Finklchoffe. 

Miss Hiller is also starred in the 
Sutton’s feature film, “I Know Where 
I'm Going” (Rank Prestige picture.) 
Legiter will reciprocate with lobby 
and program plugs when it opens 
~ the Biltmore theatre, N.Y., Sept. 





Billie Burke’s Briefies 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Billie Burke, star of stage, screen 
jand radio, goes into the film shorts 
field for the first time under a Co- 





\lumbia contract calling for a series | 


‘of two-reelers. 

| First of the series ‘ees into work 
| Sept. 23, with Jules White producing 
land directing, 


operates the Lerner women’s ap- 
-parel shops, a national chain. 

| Case was left a half-interest (with 
his sister, Margaret Case Harriman, 
(the New Yorker writer) in the 
Algonquin Hotel, under his father’s 
will. He and his ‘sister sold the 
|property about a year ago to Ben 
'Bodne, a southern oi] man, at a 
price reported to have been approx- 
| imately $1,000,000. Lamarr is Ler- 
ner’s and Loewe’s agent. 








Dot Lamour Checks Off 
Par Lot After 11 Years 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Dorothy Lamour has ¢hecked off 
| the Paramount lot, after 11 years 
/ under contract, to freelance. She stil! 
'relains a picture deal with Para- 
,mount for one appearance annually 
‘for an indeterminate number of 
years. 
| Actress also has a three-picture 
,dcal with RKO between 1948 and 
1951. Next film will be for Benedict 
, Bogeaus in title role of “” \'u Belk 
j which Columbia will release. 
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RKO’S 50-DAY 





Big Budgeters On 
Fall Release Slate 
Of 104-106 Films 


Theatre bookers can cull from a 
fall crop of 104-106 pix set for re- 
lease in the U.S. during September, 
October and November under pres- 
ent schedules fixed by majors and 
minors. While the total represents 
a tapering from the spring's 122 
films, full force of the majors pro- 
duction swing away from Bs and in- 
to heavy-budgeters early this year 
is felt in the flock coming up. The 
step-down in release tempo reverts 
the pace to that of 1947’s first quar- 
ter when the companies sent ap- 
proximately 100 films to the screens. 

Of the total number, 63-65 will be 
the major’s share. Republic, Eagle 
Lion, Monogram and Film Classics 
are supplying the other 41. Aside 
from the 11 films currently being 
handled by Universal's Prestige unit 
which don’t hit general release, 
there’ll be five British films in the 
fall’s releases. Four reissues from 
the majors, two from Metro and two 
from Warner Bros, plus six oldies 
by Film Classics are included. 

Paramount’s string of releases set 
for the autumn illustrates the flock 
of high-budgeters which all majors 
are currently prepping. Par’s group 
takes in “Where There’s Life,” the 
Bob Hope starrer, “Variety Girl,” 
“Wild Harvest” and possibly both 
“Unconquered” and “Road to Rio.” 
Warners has both “Life With Father” 
and “The Unsuspected” to tone up 
its slate. RKO big ones are “The 
Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” “The 


Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer,” 
“Magic Town” and “The Long 
Night.” 


Universal’s group includes “Ride 
the Pink Horse,” “The Exile” and 
“Singapore.” Metro’s promising 
grossers gre “Song of Love” and 
“Romance of Rosy Ridge.’”” M-G has 
also a top coin-collector in “Gone 
With the Wind” now on its fourth 
time around. Costly pix being re- 
leased by 20th-Fox are “Forever 
Amber,” “Mother Wore Tights” and 
“Foxes of Harrow.” Then there’s 
Columbia’s “Down to Earth” and 
United Artists’ “A Miracle Can Hap- 
pen.” 

UA heads the majors for the num- 
ber of releases planned with the 


(Continued on page 18) 


FRENCH PROBING U. S. 
TASTES IN GALLIC PIX 


French government has taken its 
first step in aiming Gallic pix for the 
U. S. market. Out ®f upped U. S. 
revenues for French film imports, 
the government has sent Dr. Jean 
Stoetzel, co-director of the French 
Institute of Public Opinion, along 
with Dr. Alfred Marx, across the At- 
lantic to sound Yank reaction to the 
French pix and make recommenda- 
tions for changes in story material 
and treatment. 

Dr. Stoetzel, who arrived last 
Wednesday (10), is confabing with 
Dr. George Gallup of the Audience 
Research Institute. He’s arranging 
with ARI for a profile which would 
represent the American public re- 
action to various Gallic films. At the 
Same time, he’s to undertake his own 
research on the subject of what the 
Americans like and dislike in French 
flickers. 

On instructions from the French 
government, Dr. Stoetzel will also 
take steps to set up a motion picture 
audience research unit in France. 








Salesmen Group Seek 


To Restrain Major Cos. 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Pressing its organization campaign 
among fNm salesmen, the Colosseum 
of Motion Picture Salesmen of 
America has asked the National La- 
bor Relations Board to petition fed- 
eral court for an injunction to re- 
Strain major film companies from 
engaging in allegedly unfair labor 
practices. 

CMPSA, whose national headquar- 
ters are in Chi, claims a membership 
of 650 out of 900 through the coun- 
try and is requesting a national 
across-the-board election for all ex- 
changes to determine the bargaining 
agency for salesmen, 


Warners’ Home Stretch 


Paris, Sept. 16. 

The Jack L. Warners, who have 
been visiting Murope for about a 
month, shove off for London Thurs- 
day (18), then head straight for 
New York. Warner has already 
0.0.'d his company’s British Tedding- 
ton studios. 

During their Rome stay the War- 
ners were accompanied by their 
daughter Barbara. She is now back 
at a Swiss finishing school. 


Rank’s Greater % 
On Color Over U.S. 


Stepped-up competition in the 
world market between British and 
U. S. pix is currently seen by trade 
circles as result of the planned in- 
crease in color films by the indus- 
tries of both countries. Moreover, 
with the U. S. majors counting 
heavily on the tinties to boost do- 
mestic returns during the current 
world crisis, deals made by British 
producers with Technicolor, Inc. for 
supplies of prints is expected to 
touch off an even hotter run on 
Techni’s limited Hollywood facilities. 

Out of a total of 18 Technicolor 
pictures now in production or edit- 
ing, the British have a full one-third 
though their total production is only 
one-sixth that of the Yanks. What’s 
more, of the 23 tinted films in prep- 
aration, the British, meaning J. Ar- 


(Continued on page 25) 





Loew’s Fears Chaplin 
Defi, Sets Back ‘Verdoux’ 
D. C. Opening Until Oct. 


Fearing Congressional wrath, 
Loew’s local theatre execs in Wash- 
ington have put a crimper in Charles 
Chaplin’s plans to defy the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
by opening his “Monsieur Verdoux,” 
in D. C. Sept. 25, one day after the 
committee renews prying into Holly- 
wood’s red activities. “‘Verdoux’s” 
booking at the Capitol, a Loew’s 
house, has been pushed back to 
some time in October after Carter 
Barron, head of the local Loew’s 
circuit and industry mouthpiece, 
insisted on the delay in face of ob- 
jections by both his home office and 
United Artists, pic’s distrib. 

Barron reportedly told both Chap- 
lin and UA officials that his organ- 
ization has to live with Congress 
and couldn’t unguard its chin by 
the “Verdoux” defi. Paul N. Lazarus, 
Jr. UA’s pub-ad chief, rushed to 
Washington in an effort to upset the 
local decision but made no headway. 
UA officials thereupon hinted that 

(Continued on page 24) 


D.C. WATCHING WARNERS 
ADMISH CUT ON SEPT. 25 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

First slice in admission prices 
since before the war will take place 
here Sept. 25 when Warner Bros. 
drops the tap at its Warner theatre 
(formerly the Earle). Cut follows 
immediately after the conclusion of 
the advance-price run of the cur- 
rent “Life With Father.” 


Warner has been regularly charg- 
ing 80c, weekday nights and 85c. 
Saturdays and Sundays. Fee will be 
cut to 70c. during the week and 74c 
weekends. There will be commen- 
surate daytime drops, 

Other houses are sitting tight, 
waiting to see the effect on grosses 
at the Warner. It was the highest- 
priced showcase in town. The re- 








ductions will bring it level with 
Loew's Capitol, which, however, has 


Loew's Palace. 


| stage shows, and 
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1 WAY TO AVOID 
FIRING PEOPLE 


As part of 
costs. without hurting “a lot of 
little people,” RKO has imposed a 
ceiling of 50 days on all future 
shooting schedules, prexy N. Peter 
Rathvon disclosed in New York 
Monday (15). He said it would be 
impossible, however, to put a ceil- 
ing on budgets themselves. 


(Metro is reported to have edicted 
a similar limit of 55 days on its 
shooting schedules while 20th-Fox 
has cut to 50 days or less.) 

Rathvon said that the 50-day ceil- 
ing did not mean there would not 
be an occasional exception. How- 
ever, he added, that with proper 
preparation before lensing and care- 
ful study of the script by “cost-con- 
scious producers,” he felt that the 
50-day limitation was reasonable. 


RKO has had to make fewer ad- 
justments than most studios to the 
new conditions caused by the loss 
of the British market, the company’s 
topper declared, since its overhead 
has risen very little in the past year. 
That’s due, he explained, to the in- 
creased quantity of production, which 
has kept the lot and its employes 
busy. 

There may have to be further 
cuts, Rathvon admitted, but how far 
they’ll go would depend a good deal 
on strength of domestic business this 

(Continued on page 18) 


Sime 


Buck Exits Hellinger 


With Mark Hellinger polishing off 
“Naked City,” his fourth and final 


pic committment for Uftiversal, Jules 
Buck will terminate his associate 
producer chores. Buck teamed with 
Hellinger on the quartet of films for 
U. He parts company to close with 
some other studio while Hellinger is 
reported heading for a Columbia 
tieup. 

Hellinger has acquired an option 
on all Ernest Hemingway yarns un- 
der 30,000 words and on all short 
stories the author may write in the 
next eight years. During that period 
Hellinger is committed to lens at 
least four of the properties and cut 
Hemingway in on the profits. 


its efforts to trim | 


Rathvon Deal Still Hot 


RKO president N. Peter Rathvon 
said in New York, Monday (15), that 
negotiations are continuing in his ef- 
forts to obtain financial backing to 
buy up Atlas Corp.'s controlling 
stock interest. He expressed op- 
timism on his prospects of success. 

Company topper has been east for 
the past week working on the nego- 
tiations. He goes back to the Coast 
today (Wednesday) and will return 
to New York shortly. 


UA’s Old Bogey: 





United Artists board of directors 
resumes tomorrow (Thursday) the 
concentrated wrestling it has been 
doing with the critical product short- 
age facing the company next spring. 
It has sent an emergency call to exec 
v.p. Arthur W. Kelly, in England, 
to return for tomorrow’s session. 

Major hurdle causing the extreme 
paucity of indie product for UA to 
distribute is inability of the com- 
pany’s producers or would-be ‘pro- 
ducers to get financing for their pix. 
Kelly for many years handled bank- 
ing arrangements for the company’s 
indies and has good connections with 
the financial institutions. It was in 
this regard that the hurry call was 
sent him in England. 

Tomorrow’s board conclave will 
be the third in two weeks in which 


(Continued on page 24) 





MAY 19, 1873—SEPT. 22, 1933 


Breen Compromise Or 


OK on Certain Rank Pix; 


Flirting for a reversal by the 
Catholic Legion of Decency of its 
condemnation of “Black Narcissus,” 
British Technicolor opus starring 
Deborah Kerr and David Farrar, J. 
Arthur Rank officials are rushing a 
new ending for the pic in Britain. 
Once completed, new finale will be 
flown here for submission to the 
Legion. 

New footage being prepped will 
be an addition to the pic rather 
than a revision of its present wind- 


(Continued on page 18) 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Cooler Weather Helps Many Keys—‘Father,’ ‘Tights,’ 
‘Stranger,’ ‘Bachelor,’ ‘Earth’ Top Grossers 


Much cooler weather in the 
middlewest and far western key 
cities plus letup in heat wave last 
Monday (15) along the Atlantic sea- 
board is being reflected at the na- 
tional boxoffice this week despite 
the number of holdovers and long- 
runs in most keys. In some cities, 
however, this relief from unusually 
torrid weather came too late to help 
greatly on current week's biz. 

“Life With Father” (WB) is grab- 
bing the biggest coin total this week, 
showing in some 11 cities covered by 
VaRIETY, all at roadshow scale. 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) is 
pressing for top honors although 
having fewer openings this round 
than “Father” and playing at regular 
prices. “Tights” is spotted in some 
14 cities currently, ranging mainly 
from fine to sock or terrific. It’s pac- 
ing Denver with big totals in two 
houses and is rated best in mild 
Boston. 


“Father,” playing three theatres in | 


L. A., is hanging up new hizhs in 


come Stranger” (Par), in third po- 
sition; “Bachelor and Bobby-Socker” 
(RKO), in fourth slot; “Down to 
Earth” (Col), and “Kiss of Death” 
(20th). Runners-up are “Gone With 
Wind” (M-G) (reissue), “Crossfire” 
(RKO), “Variety Girl” (Par), “Sing- 





SHOOTING 


New Tag for ’Narcissus’ 


| 


| 


apore” (U) and “The Outlaw” (UA). | 


| Last-named moves back into lime- | 
| light because of terrific first week | 


| being recorded ia N. Y, 


| Ability of “Stranger” and “Bach- | 
|elor,” still among first six grossers | 
'again this week, to stay up with the | 
leaders is amazing. Both have been | 


in first position, or near, week after || 


' week. “Tights,” on its great showing | 
| this stanza, is bearing out its original | 


; promise at the N. Y. Roxy an” on 
| earlier key dates. 

| “Heaven Only Knows” (U), a 
/'newcomer, is doing big business in 
‘San Francisco this round. 


“Tres- | 


| passer” (Rep) shapes strong in Chi- | 
; cago with stage unit. “Dark Passage” | 


| “Singapore” (U), which opens 


two of them. Warner opus also is |N. Y. this week, is racking up sturdy 


leading Washington, D. C., with a 


biz this session in several keys. 


(WB) is stout on N. Y. second frame. | 
in 


new record. Picture also is huge in | “Wyoming” (Rep) looks nice cur- | 
Detroit, sock in Cleveland and smash | rently in Frisco. 


in Providence. 


(Comptete Boxoffice Reports on 


Others in the Big Six are “Wel- | Pages 10-11). 


| 


Prod. Shortage 


N.Y. City Fathers 
Deny Film Indie's 
Graft Charges 


Charges that attaches of New York 
City’s police and fire departments, 
and others, were ‘on the take” from 
Hollywood producers attempting to 
shoot films in Gotham last week 
reverberated through Mayor O’Dwy- 
er’s campaign to lure more major 
production to N. Y. Charges were 
vehemently denied by city admin- 
istrators, who termed them “absurd” 
and “ridiculous.” 

Complaint was levied against the 
city departments by one of the pro- 
ducers who has done some work in 
N. Y. He obviously can’t be identi- 


fied but he stressed that “too many” 
had their hands out for “contribu- 
tions” to “welfare funds.” 

In denying the charges, city of- 
ficials intimated that the producer 
might have had an axe of his own 
to grind. Administrators claimed that 
industry representatives who had 
worked with the mayor in lining up 
the rogram would attest to the 
“wholehearted cooperation” offered 
by all branches of the city govern- 
|ment. Check by VaAriEty of these 
|industry homeoffice officials dis- 
closed they had, in fact, been given 
full cooperation by all city depart- 
ments in their attempts to streamline 








the permit regulations relative to the 
shooting of films in N. Y. 


Judge Edward C. Maguire, the 
'mayor’s special coordinator for mo- 
\tion pictures, meanwhile, prepared 
| this week to wrap up the first phase 
of his work. Series of meetings be- 
itween the industry’s “working com- 
| mittee” and c.ty department heads 
have been completed, with full plans 
outlined on eliminating the red tape 
that has heretofore stymied produ- 
cers. Maguire has three further 
meetings scheduled with city cor- 
poration counsel and the police, fire 
and water, gas and electricity de- 
partments. After that he intends sub- 
mitting a report on his activities to 
the mayor. 

Mayor O’Dwyer, in turn; is expect- 
ed to take steps to carry out the 
suggestions embodied in the report. 
He'll submit to the city council what- 
ever part of the plan requires a 
change in city statutes and attempt 
to carry out the rest of the plan 
personally if he finds it feasible. 
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ohnston’s Aide Airs Own Ideas On 
Film Bis Improved Public Relations 


Major company toppers will have 


to realize that the development of. 


a farsighted public relations policy 
for the industry will entail the giv- 
ing up some immediate profits in 
favor of long-range objectives. That 
was the warning given in New York 
Jast week by Edward T. Cheyfitz, 
executive assistant to Motion Picture 
Assn. prexy Eric Johnston. 

Cheyfitz several months ago was 
named by Johnston to develop an 
overall and continuing policy for 
promoting the prestige and standing 
of the industry. Even before being 
actually appointed to the task by 
Johnston, however, he had been 
sesuing into the chore of thinking 
out public relations problems for the 
MPA chieftain. 

Cheyfitz joined the MPA staff 20 
months ago after serving for five 
years as national chairman of the 
International Mine, Mill & Smelter 
Workers and as a member of the 
national executive board of the C1O. 
His duties originally were to be 
limuted to that of labor adviser: 

Cheyfitz said he welcomed the re- 
cent activity in the Advertising and 
Publicity Directors Committee ofthe 
major companies in drawing up the 
“master plan” for an “anti-smear” 
drive which was announced without 
details in New York last week. He 
said, however, he tnought the an- 
neuncement was “perhaps slightly 
premature.” 

MPA exec emphasized the extreme 
conplexity of drawing up a public 
relations program because if must 
cover so many different fields of 
activity and because so many basic 
issues of policy must be determined 
by industry toppers before the super- 
s.ructure can be erected. His prin- 
cinal point was that it must not be 
a one-shot affair of a few radio pro- 


grams or newspaper stories, but 
broad and continuing. 
Objectives 


“First we must decide,” he said, 
“what our objectives are. The basis 
of any public relations campaign is 
making the public understand your 


_ objectives. Perhaps when we sit 


down and figure out our objectives, 
we'll find that we're better off not 


* h-ving them understood.” 


Cheyfitz was being facetious, of 
covrse, but was making the point 
to emphasize the complexity of the 
problem. He said there were at least 
seven categories in which policies 
must be determined and that these 
invelved not only relationships to 
the public. but within the industry 
itself. 

Awful Relations 

He pointed out that, for instance, 
the relationship between the distri- 
bution end of the industry and its 
customers, the exhibs, was “awful”. 
Within no other industry, he de- 
clared, is there such antagonism and 
public name-calling. A policy and 
technique must be found, he assert- 
ed, for smoothing this relationship 
out. 

Another point he made was re- 
lationship with employes in the im- 
dustry. Not only in the matter of the 
jurisdictional strikes, but overall, he 


‘said, “nothing could be worse” than 


the industry's 
si- ius. 

“Even such reactionary firms as 
General Motors and US. Steel have 
beiier employe relations than the 
film industry,” Cheyfitz declared. 
“"ere must be long-range planning 
of employment policies.” 

Concerning the foregoing of im- 
modiate profits in favor of long-term 
objectives, Cheyfitz asserted that this 
was a phave of decision-making 
threugh which every industry must 
go at some point in its growth, 


Paul Short Exits Par 


Paul Short ankles the Paramount 
studio in mid-October following an 
agreement reached over the week- 
end to call off his writer-produeer 
pact with the company. Short, who 
owns several story properties, plans 
a tiip to New York to huddle on 
fi} sization of these yarns. 

Tee's been affiliated wiih Para- 
me:nt for some 18 months during 
which time Short arranved for ac- 
quisition of rights to “Variety Girl,” 
dramatization of the Variety Clubs 
Iniernational. Prior to his siint with 
Par, Short held posts with Para- 
mount-affiliated theatres and Nation- 
al Screen Service. 


employe - employer 








+. 
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Academy’s Industry Pix 
To Show Film Problems 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences is sponsoring a series 
of films covering every phase of the 
industry. Series will be screened in 
levery large city in the US. to ac- 
; quaint the public with the problems 
of film making. 

Filming is slated to start in two! 
months, with Grant Leenhouts as! 
coordinator-producer. 


See Criterion As 
Important Bway 
Metro Showcase’ 


Booking of Metro's “Green Dol- 
phin Street” into the Broadway Cri- | 
terion following the current “Gone 
with the Wind” presages Metro's 
taking over the house exclusively as 
a long run showcase for its own top | 
product. Universal, consequently, | 
will be forced out, leaving U with | 
the Winter Garden and off-the-track | 
Park Avenue. Loew's State on 
Broadway, however, is expected to 
play more firstrun product, with 
the possibility that some U films will 
be booked in there. 


Metro feels it has enough big pic- 
tures forthcoming to adequateiy take 
care of the Capitol, Criterion and 
whatever is accepted for Radio City 
Music Hall. Capitol, with its vaud- 
film policy, will probably play the 
lighter type of films, such as musi- 
cals, with the Criterion getting what 
are considered the more serious pic- | 
tures “Cass Timberlane” will prob- 
ably follow “Dolphin” into the house, 
with “Good News” and “If Winter 
Comes” following in that order. 

“Dolphin” is now scheduled to 
day-and-date in seven out-of-town 
situations Nov. 13 and will go into 
the Criterion immediately following 
“GWTW,” now in its third week. 
Film will play at advanced admis- 
sien prices out-of-town and, al- 
though plans for the Criterion 
haven't been finalized, it’s probable 
the same poliey will be followed 
there. Producer Carey Wilson has 
cut 15 minutes out of the original 
print that was recently sneak-pre- 
viewed on the Coast and in the east, 
with the film now running 135 min- 
utes. 

Loew's currently leases the Cri- 
terion from Charles Moss, with the 
lease expiring next year. Company 
recently gave up its lease on the 
Broadway Mayfair theatre to the 
Brandt circuit. Under Loew's opera- 
tion, however, the Mayfair played 
third and fourth run product, so that 
its departure from the Loew banner 
had no effect on the Broarway first- 
run situation. 


FP-Canadian’s Extra 50c | 





























Because declaration of 50c. extra 
dividend recently brought total dis- 
bursements in the year's first three 
quariers to $1.10, Canadian film 
stock buyers are wondering just how 
high earnings of Famous Players- 
Canadian Corp. will go this year. 
FPC had paid 2c. in the first two 
quarters so that the 50c. extra decla 
ration brought third qu2rter melon- 
cutting to 70c. and $1.10 for 1947 
thus far. Corporation paid 85c. last 





nual divvy basis of 80c. last Decem- 
' ber. 
FPC operations in the first half of 
1947 were better than the corre- 
| sponding period last year, with 
_earnings expected to be as good and 
‘possibly ahead of final six months 
| of 1946. Corporation was operating 
| 340 theatres as of Dec. 31, 1946, and 


| FCC that 


year and placed the stock on an an- | 


Del Rio, De Cordova Pair 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

J. Robert Bren signed Dolores del 
'Rio and Arturo de Cordova to co- 
star in “Jaguar Hill,” to be filmed 
| in Cinecoior in Mexico City, starting 
‘in January. 

Part of the picture will be shot in 
| the Petan Jungle, southern Yucatan, 
‘a wild territory never before ex- 
plored by American film makers. 
| 





‘Howe & Hummel Put The 


Black Into Blackstone 
Bat Made It Pan Out Gold 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 

Little did I think years ago when 
I sang at the going-away party for 
Abe Hummei (Abe was going away 
to serve a year 
Island), given to him by his cronies 
in back of White’s restaurant on the 
Bowery, and picking up the throw 
money the guests showered us with, 
that I would grew up and review a 
book about this same Hummel and 
his partner, William F. Howe, for 
VARIETY. 

To us kids on the East Side of 
New York the names of Howe & 
Hummel were as well known as the 
Smith Bros. We didn’t know exactly 
what they did but we did know if 
they were on your side you could 
get away with murder—titerally, 

Richard Rovere has expanded his 
series of Profiles on “Howe and 
Hummel” (Farrar, Straus; $2.75) 
that have appeared in the New 
Yorker and has come up with 1990 
pages of entertaining and interesting 
reading. What a show a good play- 
wright could do on these two wacky 
sons of Blackstone! Howe & Hum- 
mel were the Duffy & Sweeney and 
the Houdinis of the Criminal Bar. 
They were two crafty, cunning, 
slick, sharpshoocting, nutty guys who 
stuck big law books right through 
the loopholes they’d make in the 
Bar of Justice. They not only rep- 
resented bank-robbers, fences, pan- 

(Continued on page 20) 





‘Schines Bay Into WPTR, 
10,000-Watt Albany Sta. 


Albany, Sept. 16. 

Albany is to have a new station, 
WPTR, in which the Schine Chain 
Theatres, Inc., owners of Hotel Ten 
Eyck, will have the controlling in- 
terest. Chain, headed by J. Myer 
Schine, has purchased a controlling 
interest in the Patroon Broadcasting 
Co. Papers noting the change in the 
financial structure will be filed with 


the FCC this week for approval. | 


Harold E. Blodgett, Schenectady at- 
torney and owner of WBCA, a fre- 
quency modulation station in that 
city, will represent the minority 
stockholders. 

The Patroon firm has a grant from 
the FCC and a construction permit 
to build and operate on 154 kilo- 
cycles at 10,000 watts, day and night. 
This gives Albany a powerful sta- 
tion, similar to other cities of this 
size. 

Plans are now underway for con- 
struction of the station with studios 
in the Hotel Ten Eyck. The trans- 
mitter will be located in the town of 
Colonie, between Albany and Sche- 
nectady. 

Leonard L. Ashe, manager of 
WECA in Schenectady, will be the 
general manager, as under the cor- 
porate setup. Earlier, the call let- 


Sends It Ahead of j | ters WNYS were issued to the Pa- 


troon firm, but New York State ob- 
jected to ‘t, explaining the state may, 
at some time, desire to operate a 
station, 

Ashe has received word from the 
the new cail letters, 
WPTR, have been issued as being 
more in line with the name Patroon. 

It was pointed out that WPTR will 
be one of the most powerful stations 
in the Albany area with its 10,000 
watts, making it a regional station, 
rather than a local station. The only 
other regional station in this area is 
WGY, Schenectady. 


Lawrence, St. John Sail 


Jock Lawrence, veepee and ad- 








| pub chief for the Rank organization 


in America, with his wife, Mary, 
shoves off for London tomorrow 





|}now has plans for building or hes 
started construction on some 22 ad- 
ditional houses. 

Financial quarters fail te sec} 
where this expansion program will 


,cut in to reduce net earnings avail- 


able on common stock even over the | 
short term. At the start of 1947, the | 


| (18) aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 


Earle St. John, Yank-born produc- 


|tion advisor to J. Arthur Rank, ac- 


companies Lawrence aiter a_ six- 
week trek to Hollywood to study 
latest techniques. 

Lawrence will remain in England 
one month before returning home. 


Producer-scripter is a former chief eorporation had a net working capi- | His trip is for a periodic discussion 
be “er of the Variety Clubs of tal of nearly $8.000.000 giving it an of upceming product ticketed for 


Texas. 


‘extremely strong liquid position, j 


U. S. distribution, 


in Blackwell's | 


Cannes Festival Again Points Up 
Carny Aspects of Such Shindigs 


> ‘ ois Paris, Sept. 16. 
‘ annes Film Festival, openin 
De Havilland Sues Agency | 13-day run, limped away from ‘the 


° , Starting line last Friday (12) in ; 
To Tones Cone ‘atmosphere of anti-American oaths 


men i 

Olivia De Havilland filed suit in Soke aly senctaaak be odes i 
L. A. superior court against the ||2; cinema houses staged a te-tour 
Berg-Allenberg agency, demanding | .ympbolic strike to protest against 
termination of the managerial con- | the city’s refusal to make good their 
|tract and the return of $10,300 she jjosses during the festival. Second 
has paid in agency commissions, | clinker sounded when the critics at- 
Actress deelares she has lost screen | tending the festival did a premedi- 
contracts worth $150,000 through de- tated hatchet-job on Columbia's “The 














\lays caused by her representatives. | Jolson Story,” first U.S. film to be 
| Arbitration committee appointed by shown. 
| the Screen Actors Guild recently de-| In addition. the plethora of- film 

clared the agency contract valid. | festivals in Europe is becoming a 

— |permanent headache for the bona 
| fide picture people, who cannot cope 
y with them all for lack of time, man- 
Trend to More Bs | power, films and money. This is in 
| face of their desires to slight ne one 
; | by refusing invitations to partici- 
|pate. Everyone. is hoping that some 
In 0th S Seltzer | regulation will provide for one fes- 
| tivaka year in all of Europe similar 
‘. eg | © the ones governing the Olympic 

{games and international fairs. 
(Nasser) Distrib Everything cued the Cannes Fes- 
| tival this year to be just as much of 

Tiend of the majors back to B's = aga Rng as last year, es- 
and of their effort to get off hook of } ee ; wen the government re- 
an uncertain future by distributing | fo it vs ee ee paen neo 
films in which they have no financial |'°" '“S Operation an made it de- 
investment was exemplified last poreweees = es resources of the local 
week with the signing by 20th-Fox be ge ers. - ag age in the Fes- 
ot © deck 0h Sea Sle Pee ee eee 
ductions. This is the first indie 20th | 2°S'"¢ Of local hotel and boite op- 
hen taleeti om iin sewenst wean to _erators to extend the Cannes season 

a little beyond its normal stretch. 
| make low-budgeters, but the second | anastese Giatette 
eos s, through the Mo- 
|pacted within a few months to turn | ties Picture As tactfull d 
jover to Fox pix in which it holds| joc ictiys te ane tne cee 
pte Beate eh rected € invitation to enter the show but 
— E their hearts weren't in it. 

Fox in the past has been highly; As suitable for a Cannes festival, 
reticent about taking on independ- | it started with banquets, dances, fire- 
ents. Until it made a deal with Sir| works, water ballet, election of a 
Alexander Korda recently, it had! Miss Festival and the usual fol-de- 
only two of them, Sol Wurtzel and/roi. The theatre intended for the 
Edward L. Alperson. Koréa is mak- | screenings, however, was not ready 
ing high-budgeters, while Wurtzel | at opening date and they are taking 
and Alperson have been turning out | place at a local cinema. 
lower-cost product. Seltzer’s pix will MPA Res Get the Brush 
fall in the latter category. | Lack of available cash is evidenced 

Seltzer is one of the first indies by the fact that though Frank Mac- 
}to receive bank financing since the Carthy, MPA European rep, and his 
British 75° tax virtually put a pad- aide, Rupert Allan, were originally 
lock on ali such backing. Coin is (Continued on page 18) 
| being put up by the Bankers Trust ms 
Co., N.Y. It’s not being handed di- 
| rectly to Seltzer, either, but to him N. Y. to L. A. 
|via James Nasser, who recently ac- Charles Brackett 
‘quired ownership of the General George Brown 
Service Studios, where Seltzer will Jerry Devine 
|Operate. Presumably Nasser “guar- Al Durante 
lanteed further security than merely John Farrow 
the picture negative, as is customary.| _ Virginia Field 
Bank took another precaution by Paulette Goddard 
insisting that the film be budgeted | Mose Gumble 

Burgess Meredith 
Sam Moore 

















so it could come out okay on esti- 
mated domestic income alone. First 


film will be budgeted at $150,000 to John Reber 
$175,000 and will roll Oct. 15 at Gen- | Charles M. Regan 
eral Service Studios. Arnold Stang 


Billy Wilder 
William Wyler 


_L. A. to N. Y. 


Daniele Amfitheatrof 
A. Pam Blumenthal 
Don Cash 
Helen Colton 
Max Cutler 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Ernest Emerling 
Ray Evans 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr, 
Marvin Faris 
Martin Field 
Arthur Freed 
Mrs. John Garfield 
James R. Grainger 
Henry Haihaway 
Leland Hayward 
Horace Heidt 
Karl Herzog 
Malcolm Kingsberg 
Irving Kumin 

Max A. Cohen, New York circuit | Otto Lang 
operator, heads the dinner commit-| Doris Lee 
tee. Martin Lewis 
Jay Livingston 
June Lockhart 
Myrna Loy 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Alan Napier 
John O’Connor 
Hans Otto Peters 
Otto Preminger 


Seltzer’s pact with Fox calls for 
three pix, with the distrib holding 
van option for three more. Seltzer has. 
\for many years been associated with 
Hal Roach as sales and distribution 
aide. He is understeod to be part- 
nered in the new venture with Hugh 
King, former story exec for David 
'O. Selznick. 


Fox's taking on of Seltzer is part 
,of a general move toward keeping 
| distribution machinery of the majors 
busy without tying up coin in pro- 
duction. It’s a form of insurance or 
hedging on future business. 











PIC PIONEERS SET DATE 
Annual dinner of the Picture 
Pioneers set for the Hotel Plaza’s 
| rand ballroom (N. Y.), Nov. 19, ac- 
cording to Jack Cohn, exec veepee 
of Columbia and prez of the org, in- 
stead of the Waldorf as ior many 
years. 











N. Y. to Europe 
Nunnally Johnson 
Jock Lawrence 
Antenio Moreno 
Gregor Piatigorsky 
Earle St. John 


Mae West Jack Pulaski 
Carley Wharton Carroll Righter 
Ona White John W. Rogers 


Ben Shipman 
Red Skelton 
Edward Snyder 
Deems Taylor 
June Truesdell 
Sam Vorzimer 
Edward Walton 
Robert Webb 
Garey Wilson 
Irving Yergin 


Diana Wynyard 





Arrivals From Europe 
Oscar Karlweis 

Andre Kostelanetz 

Ray Milland 

Jehn Perona 

Lily Pens 

Dorethy Shay 











| 





anes at ca Re a ee a 


CRBS 


| 


— 


>raerrnrs 


mrt 6 6 Ar 


eae —— eS ee a hl 


¢ 


 — 


ea ae ee a SS Leh 





we 


ia "ors Ft wr iw a Ww 


fe "2 6 Ww 8&© WO ~ 


i ad 


vw“ 





f 


PR ny Ri i on) area ee 


G2. 


Wednesday, September 17, 1947 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 





METRO SUBSIDIZ 











Film story market was hit at? 
‘Arch’ Scissored 
ing run to cover by all the studios. 
tire book and legit field during the|from its original three-and-a-half | 
the slowest mont’: of the year for! stay that length if roadshow deals | 
story *editors count this past four- | tribution for Enterprise, go through. 


In August in Retrenchment W 

smashing blow during August by the 
British 75% tax and the accompany- 
A 1945 flop play was the sole pur- Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
chase by a film company in the en- “Arch of Triumph” has been cut 
31-day period. hours running time to two hours | 

Although August is traditionally | and 22 minutes, with possibility it'll 
yurchase by the studios of published | now being angled by George J. 
ee as the raw material for films, | Schaefer, veepee in charge of dis- 
week stanza the dullest in memory. | Total production cost to 
Reason was the desire of all com- | $3.750.000. 


date is 
Film will be sneak pre- | 


. , . ee 2438 } 
panies to avoid tying up further coin | viewed within the next month. | 
in story inventories and then ducking | Meanwhile, Schaefer is huddling | 


away from costume yarns, which run 
into heavy budgets. showing it in their legit theatres. | 
Pair of casualties on the latter a 

| 


score are Thomas Costain’s “The ee? 

Moneyman” and Samuel Shellabar- M 8 § | 
ajors Settle 
Flock of Recent 


| with Lee and Jake Shubert on road- 





ger’s “Prince of Foxes.” They have 
for weeks been No. 1 and 2, respec- 
tively, on the best seller list. Or- 
dinarily they would have been long 
since snapped up for films. Now they 
are considered far too expensive to 
produce. 


20th-Fox had an option to buy * ° 
the Shellabarger novel and let it nil- rust wits: 
drop. Option was obtained with 


much effort when the book was still 
in the writing stage, with 20th put-| The majors are now pulling from | 
ting up $15,000 against a purchase | the grab-bag an _ assortment of 
ticket of $150,000 when it was com- | baubles ranging from conventional | 
pleted. | Straight coin to better run deals and 

Instead of such properties, 20th |even temporary loans in a quiet 
and all other companies are now | drive to clean up the current rash of 
concentrating on getting novels and | exhibitor anti-trust actions pending 
plays of relatively simple everyday | against them. A potpourri of in- 
life, which can be filmed 





| with 


lers by 
| who, in turn, report to Metro. 
| lisher may get a book out of it and 


(Continued on page 18) 


British Producers Okay 
Cripps’ Call on Speedup 





But Await Some Details 


London, Sept. 16. 


Board of Trade is rushing arrange- 
ments for a full-scale meeting of 
British film producers which has 
been specially called by Sir Stafford 
Cripps to discuss the boosting of 
film production in this country. 

Sir Henry French, chairman of the 
British Film Producers Assn. told 
Variety: “The conference will dis- 
cuss not only the effects of the tax 
on foreign films, but will cover the 
widest field. Stimulation of produc- 
tion and provision of more studio 
space will form an important part cf 
the talks. 

“It is difficult for producers to 
formulate production speedup plans 
until we know how the Government 
intends to help us. We intend to 
emphasize to Sir Stafford that it is 
essential to the well-being of the 
British film industry that quality be 
maintained. Numbers must not be 
officially made the first importance. 
It would be unwise to sacrifice qual- 
ity to step up numbers.” 

The association will be in a posi- 
tion to give Sir Stafford a blueprint 
for the expansion of the industry 
and the best use of existing facilities. 

Film studio building, it will be 
pointed out, is a specialized type of 
construction not likely to affect the 
housing program, There are many 
derelict factories and certain types 
of aircraft hangars which could be 


readily converted at little cost of | as against under $5,000 for the en- 
money or labor. The producers will | tire final week of “Copacabana,” the 


agree that the utmost economy in 
the making of new _ pictures 
needed, 

Board of Trade has intimated that 
it may grant the necessary priorities 


to lay firm foundations for studio | 
expansion and a prosperous British | a.m, 
film industry. A sympathetic hear- | more than 500 admissions after mid- 


ing is expected, as the Government 
believes the film industry is essen- 
tial, giving a good return of dollars 
for a minimum expenditure in this 
country, 


Hartman at RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 





RKO hand _ | taken. 
ate dhapiee~ Rooney ytentet | aides were on hand for the 8 a.m. 


year contract calling for 
chores as producer-director. 
Hartman moved over from Colum- 


at | ducements has been used by the dis- 
fhoderate cost. While variety in pro- | tribs to wangle discontinuances on a 


is | b.o. 





trio of actions which were nearing 
trial. Settlements in some _ cases 
have been so unorthodox that one 
of the majors’ legalites last week 
labelled the deals “a pretty screwy 
bunch of terms.” 

Distribs, apparently, are ready to 
talk settlement on any basis besides 
the customary one of shelling out 
cash alone. Recent deal made with 
Duluth Theatre Corp., operator of 
the «Lyceum theatre, Duluth, illus- 
trates the new tactics. Closeout of 
that case against the majors plus 
Paramount affiliate, Minnesota 
Amusement Co., it’s understood, in- 
volves bankrolling plaintiff's modern- 
ization plans for his house. -Majors 
are taking back a mortgage in the 
neighborhood of $75,000 for the loan. 

Distribs have also closed with 10 


(Continued on page 25) 


B’way Yokels Go Big 
For ‘Outlaw’ at $1-$1.80 


Despite loss of publicity because 
of failure of the New York City li- 
cense commissioner to make his an- 
ticipated objection to “The Outlaw,” 
pic has been doing smash biz since 
virutally the moment it opened at 
United Artists’ Broadway theatre 
last Thursday (11). Howard Hughes’ 
western, although it got a unanimous 
thumbs-down from the local review- 
ers, was racking up better grosses 
from midnight to 6 a.m. last week 
than the Broadway had been doing 
during regular evening hours pre- 
viously. 

Strength of the “Otulaw” pull was 
demonstrated by the $12,000 opening 
day take and $10,600 the second day, 











last new pic in the house. Theatre 
usually suffers because of its 
out-of-the-way 53d street location. 

The 24-hour-a-day operation was 
| discontinued Sunday morning. House 
now is closed from 5 a.m. to. 8:30 
There has been an average of 


night, with a slight spurt at 3 o’clock, 
when niteries shutter. 

Cuts made in the film at the re- 
quest of the police department and 
cautiousness in advertising, which! 
were restricted to plain type, led | 
License Commissioner Benjamin 





Fielding to issue a statement open- 
ing day that no action would be} 
Fielding and a squad of 





| 
| 
| 
| preem last Thursday Execs of UA, | 
| which is distributing the film, were | 


bia where he produced “Down to @Mused by the fact that each of the | 


Earth” and “It Had to Be You.” 


(Continued on page 63) | 


ES 3 BOOK PUB 








TRAPPING FOR 
NEW AUTHORS 


Vendetta, which the other majors 
have been carrying on against the 
Metro story department recently, 
blazed afresh this week with the 


| disclosure that M-G has still further 


scouting activities for 
Studio has inked pacts 
publishing houses by 


hypoed its 
new books. 
three 


which it will subsidize them in send- | 


ing scouts on the road to search new 
authors out of the hinterlands. 
Publishers with whom deals have 


| been set are Random House, Farrar | 


Straus and Atlantic Monthly Press. 
Each has agreed to send out one or 
more literary Boones to find writers 


| whose amateur status is guaranteed 


by the fact they have neither agents 
nor publishers. 

Scouts report back to the publish- 
whom they are employed, 
Pub- 


M-G is assured first look—exclusive 
for 30 days—at any such manuscript 
turned up. If the book is unfinished 
or needs further polishing, Metro 
may subsidize the author. 

Initial contract was with Random 
House. It has been in effect, in fact, 
since May 15, when RH hired Frank 
Taylor, formerly of Reynal & Hitch- 
cock, to go on the road, and Albert 
Erskine as his partner on the receiv- 
ing end in New York. Team has 
turned up nothing yet. Kenneth 
MacKenna, Metro Coast story exec, 
told VarIETY Monday (15) in New 
York, that he expected nothing for 
perhaps the first year, although 
trade reports have it that Metro is a 
bit unhappy at the lack of results. 

MacKenna_ refused to. disclose 


financial aspects of the deals with | 


(Continued on page 20) 


ECONOMY AXE HITS 
STORY DEPTS. HARD 





Economy axe swinging through the | 


film industry has struck particularly 
hard at eastern story departments, 
with Columbia the latest to be hit. 
Its entire department, with the ex- 
ception of editor Janet Wood and 
her secretary, was let out last Fri- 
day (12). There was some recant- 
ing on Monday (15), with notices to 
two staffers revoked. 

Paramount and 20th-Fox also 
trimmed their departments. At Par, 
Jean Weidman, assistant to editor 
Alan Jackson, was retired, along 
with her secretary and a file clerk. 
At 20th-Fox, the London office is 
being shaved, with the result that 
Archibald Ogden, who headed it, is 
being transferred to New York, Let 
out of the Manhattan headquarters, 
as a result, was August Spectorsky, 
assistant to editor Bert Bloch. Spec- 
torsky resigned as book ed of the 
Chicago Sun a year ago to take the 
Fox job. 

Universal had previously done the 
most drastic trimming of all, by 
completely eliminating its New York 
and London story scouting depart- 
ments. On the other hand, Kenneth 
MacKenna, Coast story exec for 
Metro, declared that company had 
no intention of slashing at all and 
was, in fact, increasing its expendi- 
ture on finding yarns by subsidizing 
publishers’ scouts. 

Let out at Col Friday were Miss 
Wood's two aides and five staff 
readers, in addition to Tom Rat- 
cliffe, who was to have become play 
editor on the day he got the boot. 
He had been assistant to John Gass- 
ner, who had previously failed to 
come to an agreement On a new 
contract. He departed Friday as 
per schedule. 

Reversal came Monday regarding 
Beatrice Aronson, aide to Miss Wood, 
and Albert Johnson, a_ reader. 
Others got two weeks’ salary in 
lieu of notice and severance pay of 
one week for each year of service. 





SS 


Last of the Mo-hopis 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Script for Columbia’s “Coroner 
Creek” called for 65 Hopi In- 
dians, but only one genuine Hopi 
could be rounded up in Holly- 
wood. Sequence was shot with 64 
Indians from seven tribes, and 
one Hopi for atmosphere. 





Proposal to Pay Tax on the British 
Portion of Pix Income in Eng. May Be 
One Way to Offset Much of 757 Rap 


+ First concrete plan for saving 

‘ |American film companies a heavy 

Wolcott Ankles Disney |portion of the cost to them of any 

| British tax was presented to major 

Hollywood, Sept. 16. | company presidents and _ foreign 

Charles Wolcott has ended a nine- managers last week. They discussed 

year with Walt Disney, |the proposal at length in two ses- 

| checking out to devote time to radio | sions at Motion Picture Assn, head- 
|}commitments and writing original 

| music. 








association 


|quarters in New York. 

Plan, in essence, calls for paying 
of income taxes on British profits 
ito the British government instead of 
Peel to the U.S. government, as now pre- 

| vails. This could save the American 
companies up to 38% of their British 
income, which is the amount they 
;now pay to the U.S. Treasury as cor- 


} 
‘Agnew Plots New 
|porate profit taxes. 
One of the advantages of the pro- 
a eS fa or |posal is that it could be accom- 


plished without an act of Congress, 
which it is thought would be im- 


- | possible to get. On the other hand, 

eissulés however, Treasury Dept. approval 

ow she {is considered by some industry at- 

; eae ee 'torneys necessary before the plan 

An innovation in distribution has | could be put in effect and they feel 

been devised by Neil Agnew, prexy jt is too optimistic to expect that 

| of Selznick Releasing Organization, |the Treasury would volunteer to 
|in setting up currently an auxiliary |forego taxes it is now receiving. 

| sales organization to handle reissues | 


| He had been studio general musi- | 
'cal director since 1944, and with Paul 
Whiteman prior thereto. 











;and special films on an area basis. Perv eved ape hi any be 0 me 
Initialer for the new outfit will be |” wy Sn wae Sresve 
| ithe idea, it is understood | feels 
| 


reissue of “Intermezzo,” followed. by | " lv that a Treas kay is 

| reissue of “Since You Went Away.” & rood ray pipes Ala ~ - soi 
4 ; : rou, | necessary. lis viewpoint also has 

o Agnew. plans to. have the eit | considerable legal backin Mulve 

|; move into an area and sell it com- | ; 8. y 

| does feel, however, that the Treas- 


| pletely before going on to the next 
| territory. Unit will consist of a | 
| salesmanager, six to eight salesmen 
| and an exploitation man. 

Country is being divided by 
Agnew into eight areas. He figures 
that each can be covered 
| two months, so that it will take ap- 
| proximately 18 months to cover the 

U. S. as a whole. If it is desired to 

release other films before a crew 


units may be set up. 

Agnew admits that the idea is ex- 
perimental and may be changed or 
remolded to suit situations as they 
arise. He sees numerous advantages 
in the regional selling. One is that 
advertising-exploitation can be con- 
centrated at point of sale and thus 
reach the greatest number of poten- 
tial patrons at minimum cost. An- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Memph Fans Go for ‘Duel’ 
Like French Postcards 


Memphis, Sept. 16. 
“Duel in Sun” is breaking rec- 
ords in first showings at four mid- 
south theatres near Memphis, where 
it was banned by censor chairman 
Lloyd Binford. There was a traffic 
jam afternoon and evening Sunday 





| 
| 


in about | 


has completely covered the country | 
on a previous one, further similar | 


(Continued on page 16) 


Indiana Indies Would 
Install 16m Setup As 
Guard Vs. Pix Shortage 


Indianapolis, Sept. 16. 


Suggestion that exhibitors with 
film buying problems should seri- 
ously consider installation of 16m 
projectors as a protective measure 
against a product shortage and nar- 
row gauge competition was made 
| last week by Associated Theatre 
Owners of Indiana. 

Upbraiding producers for selling 
picture rights to 16m distributors “to 
wring out the last possible dollar” 
after “mulcting” standard exhibitors 
to obtain profits “doubled and re- 
doubled in spite of curtailed produc- 
tion,” the Hoosier indies charfe: 
“When the exhibitor is forced to 
face the competition of this very 
same picture on which he once was 
responsible for its great profits, it is 
nothing less than a kick in the face 
after he has already been belabored.” 

“Some producers do protect their 
regular accounts by retaining con- 
trol of 16m production, but most do 
not,” ATOI charges. “The 16m éata- 








(14) on the Mississippi River Bridge 


phis, where all-time records, even | 
for “Gone With the Wind,” were | 
shattered at the Crittenden. Town | 
was completely swamped with visit- 
ing cars, virtually all from Mem- 
phis. J. Jackson Rhodes, owner, said 
he’d never seen anything like it. 
“And nobody from West Memphis 
has had a chance to see the picture 
yet,” he said Monday night (15). 

Similar experiences reported from 
Holly theatre at Holly Springs, Miss., 
Von theatre at Hernando, Miss., and 
Gem at Covington, Tenn. Usually 
‘two-day stands, these houses are 
lextending “Duel” to four and five 
'days. West Memphis, however, has | 
announced it will hold indefinitely as 
‘long as good business continues. 








‘Duel’ Mex Smash 

Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
“Duel in the Sun” had a unique 
Mexican debut (12) with simul- | 
taneous exhibition in four cine- 
mas, which, according to Alfredo 
Holguin, manager in Mexico, ex- | 
ceeded all expectations. Total gross 
was $9,600, at $1 per, better than any 
| American pic has ever done here} 
|on its opener. “Duel” is continuing | 
| at the four houses—Cines Chapulte- | 
| pec, Palacio, Insurgentes and Savoy. | 
| Manny Reiner, Seiznick’s Latin 
|American supervisor, supervised | 
| “Duel’s” effective publicity ballyhoo. 








leading from Memphis to West Mem- ! 


logues are growing every day. For 
example, one narrow gauge distri- 
butor alone has just acquired an- 
other 40 features and 40 westerns 
in this manner. Of course distribu- 
tors disclaim any responsibility for 
the acts of independent producers. 
This is ridiculous because there are 
ways that can be and have been 
used to retain control of distribu- 
tion,” the indies complain. 





*’ WALLIS LOANS COREY 


TO SWISS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Hal Wallis closed a long-distance 


| telephone deal by which Wendell 


Corey, currently in London, goes on 
loanout to star in an untitled picture 
to be made in Switzerland by Lazar 
Wechsler, European producer. 
Corey, who had been playing in 
“Voice of the Turtle” on the London 


| stage since last May, was packing to 


leave for Hollywood when the deal 
was made. 


WINGART AIDES BELL 


Earl Wingart, veteran of 28 years 
in the film industry, named 20th-Fox 
assistant publicity director, under 
Ulric Bell, recently-named publicity 
chief. Bell succeeded Jules Fields to 
the position, latter resigning to set 
up his own publicity agency. 
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TOA (Merger of ATA and MPTOA) To 
Challenge Certain Trade Practices 





Merger convention of the Ameri- * 


can Theatres Assn. and the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
ca curtain - raises Friday (19) in 
Washington with the prime tangle— 
how far the new org will move into 
the trade practices field. There's a 
feeling the outfit being birthed won't | 
stand a chance of challenging Na- | 
tional Allied’s position unless it’s | 
ready to handle hot quesgpns even 
though that may mean taking shots 
at majors when warranted. 

ATA and MPTOA are committed 
to make some entry into trade prac- 
tices in joint ads placed in the trade 
sheets. Current sentiment among of- 
ficials of both groups is to authorize 
the new outfit to kick around indus- 
try gripes on a national level, but 
leave any local problems to local | 
theatre groups. If that move carries 
through, the Theatre Owners of 
America (new label for the merged 
org) will take a stand on advanced | 
admissions, proposed seat tax raise 
by the American Seciety of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, and 
other wrangles affecting the industry 
on a broadfront. 


| 
Sieuras on Britain 


Convention committee last week | 
reported attendance would be over | 
500. Among company toppers accept- 
ing invites are Spyros P. ‘Skouras, | 
Barney Balaban, Ned E. Depinet and 
Gradwell Sears. Skouras will be 
guest speaker at the opening-day | 
luncheon on the British question and 
its effect on the industry. 








make a pitch for cooperation of in- 
dustryites with the Freedom Train 
whieh is touring the country as a 
museum of historical documents. 
Indicating the scope of subjects to 
be covered, committees will be/| 
formed to huddle and report on leg- | 
islation, film programs, public rela- | 
tions, ASCAP, organization, budget | 
and finance, distrib-exhib relations, | 
audience expansion, anti-trust decree 
and television. Special committee 
on upped admissions is likely. 
Meanwhile, rivalry between Allied 
and TOA has already come to the | 
fore when Jack Kirsch, Allied’s 
prexy, and Abram F. Myers, general | 
counsel, swapped publicity - release | 
punches with Fred Wehrenberg, 
MPTOA prez, over Allied’s nix on an | 
invitation to send reps to the con- | 
vention. Wehrenberg charged Allied 
with habitually crippling any move | 
towards a united front for exhibs. 


| steps to prevent what he terms “un- 


Upped Price Survey 

Survey of the effects of ad- 
vaneed prices at the boxoffice 
and its reaction by steady pa- 
trons is currently being conducted 
by one of the larger New York 
metropolitan chains. Using re- 
sults clocked on Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s “Best Years” as against 
five previous big pix played at 
the same houses, circuit so far is 
reporting a 20% increase in 
grosses, 

On the debit side of the ledger, 
however, according to a circuit 
official, average walkaways be- 
cause of the boosted scales have 
been 114 daily. Circuit also re- 
ports a terrific dip in children 
attendance because of the higher 
tariff. While 27,000 moppets 
payed to see Goldwyn’s “The 
Kid From Brooklyn” at the same 
houses, only 5,000 forked out for 
“Best Years.” 


Majors Await 
Aussie OK On 
307% Freeze Inv. 














Scott-Brown’s Indie Co. 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Producers-Actors Corp., indie out- 
fit, has changed its name to the Scott- 
Brown Corp. 

Company, headed by Randolph 
Scott and Harry Joe Brown, pro- 
duced “Gunfighters” and is current- 
ly filming “Coroner Creek.” 


NW Indies, Chain 
Nix Upped Prices 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 


Twin City independent exhibitors 
and the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit), the latter as far as 
its neighborhood houses are con- 
cerned, have turned thumbs down on 
roadshow pictures at advanced ad- 
missions. 





Minneapolis or St. Paul neighbor- 
hood or suburban houses. 

The same treatment will be ac- 
corded to all other advanced admis- 
sion roadshow pictures, including 
“Forever Amber,” it’s declared. The 
big Paramount circuit and the in- 
dependents won't buy them because 
they are determined, it’s explained, 
to “hold the fort on admissions” and 
make no exceptions whatsoever. 
Circuit and independent exhibitor 
spokesmen say they feel it would 
be a poor business policy to insert 
even occasional roadshow pictures 
into the uptown spots at higher than 
regular admissions. 

“Best Years” played the RKO- 





Orpheum and RKO-Pantages here 


As negotiations to settle currency | and at the St. Paul Orpheum at $1.25 

U. S. Attorney General Tom Clark | difficulties in Australia ran into a | top. The Minnesota Amus, Co. had 
takes to the podium Saturday (20) | third week, American distribs are | “Duel” at two of its downtown houses, 
with his theme the industry’s role in | W@iting out word from the Aussies | phyt it had refused to “buy it or 
public service. He’s expected to 45 to what would be acceptable ex-/ «Best Years” for its neighborhood 


penditures to sponge up 30% in ac- | 
tivities which will actually consume 
that proportion of Australian in- 





form those investments will take. 
Acceptance of Australian terms 
has already been indicated by the 
American film companies and, con- 
sequently, there is no chance of 
retaliation similar to that taken | 


|against Britain. What continues to | 


puzzle the majors’ foreign dept. | 
heads is a formula for investments 


satisfactory to the Aussies. 


Prime Minister Chifley has taken | 


due movie remittances” to be made 
during negotiations. A freeze has 
been imposed on 30% of U. S. pic 
profits. 
talks taking place in Australia did 
not produce a satisfactory deal, leg- 
islation would be introduced in par- 
liament to empower the government 


| to handle the situation. 


(Continued on page 22) 


Sales Execs Dodging 
- Open Forum in D.C. On 
Upped-Admish Issue 


Efforts of the American Theatres 
Assn. to lure a duo of major com- 
pany sales toppers to climb the 
podium and wrestle it out with 
circuit operators on the subject of 
advanced admission scales has so far 
proven fruitless. Net result is that 





ATA is considering calling off its | 


proposed open forum on the upped 
prices hassle which it had planned 
for the Washington merger conven- 
tion of ATA and the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America. 


Foreign dept. chiefs here would 
like.to keep the investment formula 
flexible so that a distrib could ap- 
ply for permission in the future to 
make some sort of deal which might 
| crop up but which couldn't be rea- 
sonably foreseeable at present. Aus- 


(Continued on page 25) 


‘CHI EXCHANGES FEEL. 





theatres as long as the higher road- 
show admission is demanded: Both 
pictures enjoyed long loop runs and 


‘come, chief question has been the | gig huge business. 


New England Exhibs 
In High-Price Protest 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
Exhibitors of New 
voted last 


Independent 
England unanimously 


| week protesting high theatre admis- 


sion prices set by producers for top 
showings. 


Vote came “in accord with the 


| nether policy of the U. S. regard- 
ling price-fixing and 


increases in 
view of the inflationary period we 


He’s also said that if the | 27 now going through,” the exhibs 


said. Group represents owners of 
300 indies in N. E. 

Have appealed to U. S. Attorney 
General Tom Clark for action curb- 
ing the price-fixing, which, they 
claim, is forcing them to a general 
increase of admission prices, 


Allied States Flays 
MPTOA, ATA as ‘Teols’ 
Of Producers-Distribs 


Washington, Sept. 16. 














FILM ECONOMY WAVE 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Local exchanges last week felt the 
after-effects of the economy wave 
, that has already struck the Coast 
| and home offices of the distribs. In 
| the wake of the abolishment of the 
post of istrict manager of United 
| Artists i: Chi, Ralph Cramblet has 


Number of distribution biggies | returned to Minneapolis to his for- 


will attend the confabs slated for 
this weekend. They’ve expressed the 
sentiment, however, that the rush 
for upped prices is on for real and 
no amount of talking is going to 
matter. As one company sales head 


puts it: “There’s going to be plenty | 


| mer job as branch manager there. 
| He had replaced Rud Lorenz, former 
,d.m., who retired several months 
;ago. E. J. Stoller, Minneapolis 
, branch head, moves back to the as- 
| Sistant spot again. 

Other shifts in UA’s lineup find 


of advanced price pictures so long) Nat Nathanson, arrived from San 





as it pays off. The only thing that | Francisco, taking over Sid Rose's job 
will stop it will be some picture ,as Chi branch manager. Rose is new 





going on its ear because of advanced 
prices.” 


FC’s Sales Meet in N.Y. 


Film Classics will hold its first 
national sales convention in New 
York in a three-day session starting 
tomorrow (Thursday) at the Hotel 
Roosevelt. Principal agenda point 





will be discussion of forthcoming | eral 
first of which will be. 


product, 


“Spirit of West Point.” Pic’s pro- 


ducer, John Rogers will attend con- | 


vention. 

Sam Wheeler, FC salesmanager. 
will outline getails of the coming | 
season's schedule with Joe Bernhard. | 
outfit’s chief also addressing con- 
clave “which will cover all FC) 
branches in U.S. and Canada. | 


assigned to the h.o. Additionally, seve 
, eral femme billers who left have not 
| been replaced. 

Economy move has “also been 
launched by 20th-Fox. Cleve Adams, 
salesman, has been dropped and five 

other people have been let out after 
,Several statistical functions were 
,erased. As yet, other distribs have 
, not announced any slashes, but sev- 
1 positions left open through 
resignations have remained unfilled. | 





Winn Wins UA Buff Berth 
James L. Winn has been appointed 
United Artists’ Buffalo exchange | 
manager, succeeding Matt Sullivan, | 
resigned. Winn has been UA sales , 


/rep in the New England sector fol- 





lowing a stretch as St. Louis — 


manager for the company. 


Allied States Exhibitors charged 
in effect last week that the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America 
and the American Theatres Assn. 
were stooges for the theatre inter- 
ests of the Big Five producer-dis- 
tributors. Abram F. Myers, Allied 
general counsel and board chairman, 
made public a letter to Fred Weh- 
renberg, MPTOA prexy, which also 
repeated the Allied “no, no, a thou- 
sand times, no” refusal to sit in on 
the coming joint sessions here of 
ATA and MPTOA. 

Allied has been doing a burn since 
Wehrenberg referred publicly to 


“Allied’s constant policy of refusing | 


to accept sincere bids for united ex- 
hibitor action,” after Allied first 
nixed the invitation. 

“I am afraid,” Myers wrote, “that 
on this oceasion you were courting 
a public controversy as a buildup 
for the meeting. Since ATA and 
MPTOA both include affiliated thea- 
tres among their members—their 
number and influence having long 
been a matter of debate—it is fair 
to assume that the affiliates will be 
included in the merger. If they are 
not, they will certainly feel slighted, 
since they are taking such a promi- 
nent part in arranging for the con- 
vention. 

“The convention letterhead, which 
I now have before me, lists A. Julian 
Brylawski (Warner) as convention , 
chairman; Gene Ford (Loew’s) as 
entertainment and amusement chair- | 
man; Morton Gerber (Warner), 9s | 
printing and decorations chairman: | 
Carter Barron (Loew’s), as arrange- | 

(Continued on page 56) 


Solon Sounds Off on 75% Tax 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
The British 75% bite took a shellacking last week from Rep. 
Gordon L. McDonough, Hollywood's congressman, who protesied 


strongly to Secretary of State George C. Marshall. He urged the 
State Department to make straightening out of this situation a 
prerequisite for any other aid to Britain, and continued: 

“The ad valorem fax is confiscatory and discriminatory, and has 
been levied in violation of international agreements. The American 
motion picture industry has been singled out as the object of this 
excessive taxation. Because of this levy, one of the greatest industries 
of our nation faces serious curtailment of production which will 
affect the livelihood of thousands of American citizens. Our in- 
dependent motion picture producers are being faced with extinction 
because of Great Britain’s action in this matter.” 








As a result neither “Best | 
Years of Our Lives” nor “Duel in} 
the Sun” is getting any bookings in | 





Ist French Remittance on $11,725,000. 
Due U.S. Film Cos. Stalled Again 


Paris, Sept. 16 

, First of three payments on the 
| $11,725,000 which the French gov- 
ernment has authorized be made to 
U.S. film companies is being delayed 
as a result of illness suffered by the 
department chief of the Exchange 
Control. The postponement, latest of 
a long series, arises since the Ex- 
change official’s signature is neces- 
sary to a transfer order. 

Initial slice of the cash which has 
mounted since the inception of the 
war originally was to be handed 
over to the film companies July 31. 
Agreement made between the Yank 
majors and the French treasury had 
set*three payments, the second on 
Aug. 31 and the final one, Sept. 30. 
Fixing the amounts to which each 
company would be entitled, and 
working out of other details there- 
after, have slowed the original time- 
cect are maepricme tne | table. 

a ° | Only a week ago, Saturday (6), 

{the government and the film com- 

Indies Clash | panies finally set the amounts with 
|the government stamping its ap- 

e proval. Several of the companies, 

claiming they’ve been short-changed 
With Majors On }on amounts transferable, accepted 
| the government figures with inten- 
‘ 9 itions of pushing for further remit- 

, {tances later. There’s been a ques- 
Freeze Ideas tion raised as to how much such 
;|majors as Universal and RKO are 
lentitled in view of their local pro- 
‘duction activities. 

The $11,725,000 represents almost 
all the coin which has been frozen 
since 1939 with the exception of a 
|payment made to the Yanks last 
year. What pix officials now fear 
is that a change in government or 
fast diminishing dollar credits may 
|dump the cart before the three pay- 
ments are completed. 





Tax on Frozen Funds? 
Washington, Sept. 16. 

U. S. Internal Revenue officials 
disclosed today (Tuesday) that 
they are studying the question of 
whether or not American indus- 
try funds frozen in foreign coun- 
tries should be taxed. They are 
theoretically taxable, but Treas- 
ury execs indicated there is a 
possibility of a ruling by which 
they will remain untaxed during 
the period of the freeze. 

Revenooers are also working 
on requests from a number of 
industries for rulings concerning 
taxes on goods taken in barter in 
lieu of dollars. One pic pro- 
ducer has already made an offer 
to England to accept manufac- 
tured goods for his films. 














While majors and indies have 
been working closely together on 
attempting to find a compromise 
solution to the British tax problem, 
they are far from seeing eye-to-eye. 
There are considerable differences 
and some bitterness between them, 
it has been learned. 

Principal point of divergence is 











the majors’ willingness to accept a 
compromise that entails a freeze, | 
the search for a formula that will | -Ra } a 
avoid such a measure. The income | Ex nk Writer Producer 
in this issue of VARIETY, was evolved R. J. Minney Sounds Off 
by an indie. It’s an example of the 
searching. 
ook - , London, Sept. 9. 
The indies have pointed out re- R. J. Minney, writer and producer, 
ficials, that a freeze is virtually as | currently eet mst nts Pa Po a 
(Continued on page 22) company, is the author of a new 
. book, “Talking of Films” (London: 
4 0F 20TH’S 8 PIX IN reviews the history of films. the 
Emphasizing the growing impor- | Velopment of British films before 
and during the last war, and gives 
ing by 20th-Fox, four of the com- his views on what is right and wrong 
during the next two months will be | ™oment. 
lensed at their actual locales. Chief | _ He deplores the shortage of first- 


while the indies want to continue 

tax switch plan, which is outlined 
type for which these producers are On Brit. Pix in New Beok 
peatedly, both to the majors and to who made such films as “The Wicked 
great.a hardship on them as is *| Paris” for Maurice Ostrer’s new 
Home & Van Thal; 6s.) wherein he 
SCATTERED LOCATIONS sev" of the American industry 
| during the first- World War. the de- 

tance being placed on location shoot- 
pany’s eight films scheduled to roll | With the British industry at the 
reasons for the swing away from the | class writers and technicians, the 


tic settings and the fact that it’s less | available and vehemently attacks the 
expensive to film such pictures in CTitics who, he says, don’t know what 
their natural locales than to attempt | the public wants and do more harm 


to reproduce the locales in studio | than good. eet 
sets. Speaking of “Britain’s Opportu- 


First on the location list is “Deep |Mty” ‘the book was written before 





studio are efforts to achieve authen- |/imited number of topnotch stars . 


Island Vinalhaven, Maine. Dana An- | 


Water,” which rolls next week at | te new 75% tax was introduced), 


he pleads for more British films, 


drews, Jean Peters and Ceser Ro-|2!! of them at a moderate cost. and 


mero arrive in Maine Saturday (26), | 
day after director Henry King gets | 
in to set up his shooting schedule. | 
Film is slated to wind up in 24 days. | 
Other films to be shot on location 
include “Ballad of Furnace Creek,” 
Victor Mature-Coleen Gray co-star- | 
rer, at Kanab, Utah: “Call Northside 
777,” starring James Stewart, in Chi- 
cago; and “Street with No Name,” 
scheduled to start Oct. 6 in Washing- 
ton, D. C. 
Work at the studio will be done on 
“Flaming Age,” starring Jeanne. 
Crain and Dan Dailey: Ernst Lu- 
bitsch’s “Lady in Ermine.” starring 
Betty Grable and Douglas Fairbanks. | 
Jr; “Walls of Jericho.” starring | 
Linda Darnell, and “The Dark | 
Wood,” starring Jennifer Jones and | 
to be directed by Otto Preminger. 








\ 


attacks the expensive “prestige” 
productions which were boxoffice 
flops. He fires many broadsides at 
the Rank Organization, which he 
describes as “top heavy and costly.” 

In his summining-up, Minney de- 
clares “We should aim at making six 
times the number of films we make 
today. That will provide careers for 
six times as many producers and 
directors and writers and six times 
as many technicians. Will we take 
the opportunity or will the Govern- 
ment step in and make it fer us?” 


RKO’S REGULAR 30c DIVVY 


RKO's board has declared a quar- 
terly dividend of 30c per share on 
outstanding tommon stock. 

Divvy will be paid Oct. 1 to stock- 
holders of record Sept. 20. 
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New Try to Settle H wood Strike 


Set for Oct. 4 Huddle in Frisco 





Chicago, Sept. 16. 

New try at resolving the Holly- 
wood labor controversy will be 
made Oct. 4 in San Francisco. New 
date was set in Chicago by William 
Green, AFL ‘president. San Fran- 
cisco meeting takes place two days 
p.‘ore AFL convention is slated to 
open. 

If Oct. 4 huddle fails to achieve 
peace there is still another meeting 
set for Oct. 20 in Hollywood, at 
which heads of unions involved have 
agreed to meet with Rep. Carroll | 
Kearns in move to settle matter. 


Major producers said short notice 
of last Saturday’s meeting in Chi- 
cago would have prevented arrival 
of representatives in time. Producers 
also did not like implication that 
Saturday huddle had been called at 
studios’ suggestion. In notice to 
Green, it was made plain producers | 
are willing to cooperate in any way | 
to help settle long dispute “if we | 
are given ample time and notice and 
proper assurance international pres- 
idents of all union parties to con- 
troversy will attend.” 


5 STUDIO UNIONS ASK 
PEACE CONFABS NOW 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Five studio unions wired the AFL 
executive council asking an immedi- 
ate peace meeting in Hollywood in- 
stead of letting the strike problems 
hang fire until Oct. 20, the date spe- 
cified by Rep. Carroll D. Kearns. 


Wire was signed by Herbert Sor- 
rell, for the painters; James Skelton, 
carpenters; Carl Rex, machinists; 
Ed Gilbert, set designers, and Ben 
Anisman, sheet metal workers. 











Chi Parley Fails To Come Off 

Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Conference between AFL chief- 
tains and representatives of the 
Assn, of Motion Picture Producers 
toward settling the Hollywood strike 
failed to come off last week due to 
the non-arrival of AMPP reps. 
Confab now has been scheduled to 
take place in San Francisco Oct. 4. 


Charles Boren, AMPP v.p., said 
that the invitations wired by the 
AFL prexy William Green hadn’t 
given his group time to arrive in 
Chi for the Saturday session. 


Sept. 27 Deadline for N. Y. 
Collarites’ Pay Demands 


In face of mounting layoffs at the 
homeoffices of the film companies, 
both white collarite unions, Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild and Screen Publicists Guild, 
presented demands for substantial 
wage hikes to the industry last week. 
Negotiations were opened with the 
majors for salary increases under 
the wage reopening clause, in the 
union pacts signed in September of 
last year. 

Covering approximately 3,000 cler- 
ical employees, SOPEG asked for a 
30% raise or $10, whichever is 





higher, while SPG, representing 400 | 


publicists, requested a straight 30% 
across-the-board increase. 
Industry reps, receiving the unions’ 
demands in office of Pat Scollard, 
Paramount's labor relations director, 
took the wage hike proposals under 


advisement and declared they would | 


give their answer Sept. 27, date set 


in the contracts for the opening of | 


formal negotiations. 





Cantor to Sponsor Zion 
Film for Palestine Fund 


Eddie Cantor has been set as spon- 
sor of the world preem of “My 
Father's House,” first full-length 
feature produced in Palestine, which 
debuts in New York, Sept. 25, at the 
Ambassador. Entire proceeds of the 
Opening will go to the Jewish 
National Fund. 


Film, directed by Herbert Kline | 


from novel by Meyer Levin, has an | 
all-English speaking Palestinian cast. 
Following the premiere at advanced 
Prices, it will be shuwn on a grind 
basis at regular prices. 


Seven Pickets Fined 


Burbank, Cal., Sept. 16. 
Fifteen of the 23 cases against film 


pickets, arrested at Warners last 
year, were dismissed in Burbank 
Police Court and seven were fined 
$25 each after pleading guilty to 


charges of disturbing the peace. 
Case of William E. Wright, charged 


| with rioting, was deferred to Oct. 6. 





7, Suit vs. Volks 
Key to Others In 
NW Territory 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
of other suits against 
independent circuits and individual 
exhibitors in the territory for al- 
leged fraudulent returns on percent- 
age pictures will be filed here by 
major distributors if the present ac- 
tion against Sidney and William 
Volk, owners of four Minneapolis de 
luxe neighborhood and suburban 
theatres, is successful. 

These suits are contingent, too, 
upon the failure of the Volk broth- 
ers’ countersuit to prevent the film 
companies from auditing their books 
on the grounds that the film con- 
tracts involved were invalid because 
of clauses specifying minimum ad- 
mission prices to be charged for pic- 
tures. 

Local distributors charge that 
there has been widespread falsifying 
of percentage statements in the ter- 
ritory. It’s alleged that many other 
exhibitors, as well as the Volks, have 
been guilty of the fraud. 


The distributors’ success in col- 
lecting the unpaid portions of the 
percentages, if any, depends upon 
the ability to obtain a court ruling 
opening the exhibitors’ books to 
them, it’s pointed out. 


Both sides in the present action, 
the Volks and the distributors, have 
expressed a desire for a speedy trial, 
which now is set for Sept. 26. Ben- 
nie Berger, North Central Allied 
president, has announced that his 
organization will assist the Volks 
“financially and in every other way” 
in their own suits and the actions 
against them. He calls the distribu- 
tors’ suits “persecution of one of our 
members” and “humiliating” to all 
independent exhibitors in the terri- 
tory. 


Korda’s 16m Outfit Sues 


A number 





Charging Brandon Films, Inc. with 
illegal distribution of some 24 of its 
pictures, Sir Alexander Korda’s Lon- 
don Film Productions and Hecuba, 
Corp. filed suit in N.Y. federal court 
last week seeking an injunction and 
an accounting of the profits. Action 
claims that defendant infringed the 
films in violation of Hecuba’s sole, 
exclusive right to distribute 16m 
prints of the pictures in the U. S. 
granted it by London Film July 3, 
11946, under a seven-year pact. 

Plaintiffs charge, as result of Bran- 
don’s wrongful acts, Hecuba will 
lose profits approximating $200,000. 
Complaint alleges that at no time 
has either plaintiff granted a license 
to the defendant to distribute any 
‘copies of the picture. It’s also claim- 
ed that Brandon “deliberately, wil- 
fully and on numerous occasions” 
infringed ‘on the film by advertising, 
distributing and exhibiting the pic- 
tutes thus causing widespread con- 
fusion among exhibitors regarding 
the true source of supply. 

Pictures involved are “Over the 
/Moon.” “Catherine the Great,” 
'“Thief of Bagdad,” “Lady Hamilton” 
|and others. Hecuba is a 16m reissue 
| firm set up by a group of individuals 
lwho are represented by Arnold 
Grant, also attorney for London. 











To Curb U.S. Reissues 


Ao OFFSET TO 
FOREIGN CUT 


Backed into a tight financial cor- 
ner by the threatened collapse of 
their international market, major 
producers are giving doubly intensi- 
fied attention to the value of the 
reissue rights of their top-coin pro- 
ductions. It’s a case now where not 
only big pictures of the past are be- 
ing taken off the shelf in ever- 
growing quantities, but of produc- 
ers closely examining current prop- 
erties from a long-range point of 
view. Decisive question now posed 
before shooting is: How will this 
picture do five years from now? 

Simple economics explain this 
general turn. Formerly, rerelease 
of a feature meant pure gravy for 
the distributors who usually paid 
off the original production cost from 
the domestic gross and earned their 
profit from the foreign market, 
which constituted 35% of the total 
take. Now, however, with the 
thickening “iron curtain” of taxes, 
duties, quotas and other foreign re- 
strictions against U. S. films, that 
profit margin is thinning down to 
the danger line. Hence, the reissue 
gravy has now been transformed 
into the staff of life to pay off the 
filmmakers. 

‘Father’ for Example 

Case in point is Warner 
Technicolor film version of “Life 
With Father.” Total production 
cost of this picture as of the open- 
ing dates on Aug. 15 is estimated at 

(Continued on page 24) 


Cowdin, Other House 
Advisers Ready To 
Urge 20% Tax Cut 


Washington, Sept. 16. 


J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal 
board chairman, and the other nine 
members of the special 10-man ad- 
visory committee to the House Ways 
and Means Committee are reported 
ready to recommend a slash in the 
20% admissions tax and other war- 
time excises. 

Committee was in town for two 
days last weekend and returns here 
Oct. 21 to put its recommendations 
into official form. The Ways and 
Means Committee meets early in 
November to shape up new tax leg- 
islation, including the long-deferred 
revamp of the overall tax structure. 


Bros.’ 





ISSUE RIGHTS’ NEW VALUES 





Fewer %, More Flats, Less Checking, 
Among 20th’s Sales Economy Ideas 





‘Red River Dave’ in.the Red 


San Antonio, Sept. 16. 

“Red River Dave” McEnery, local 
cowboy singing star, has filed a com- 
plaint here in Justice of the Peace 
Court against William F. Crouch of 
Scarsdale, N. Y., charging he had 
been swindled out of $1,000 by 
a worthless check. 

According to the local district at- 
torney the check was given to Mc- 
Enery on May 26, 1947, for three 
week’s salary while McEnery was 
employed by the WFC Productions 
of New York in the making of a 
western film near here. 


Majors Again Eye 
Comm! Films To 
Offset Tax Rap 


The industrial picture producing 
field now looms as a means of major 
production-distribution companies 
recouping part of the losses sus- 
tained in sterling foreign countries, 
especially Great Britain, If’s viewed 
by some in the trade as a logical 
step especially with officials scour- 
ing every facet of the industry for 
a means of counterbalancing the 
heavy English cutback. Several com- 
panies are considering reentering 
the industrial film field with this in 
mind. 

RKO already is in this producing 
end on a big scale, having gone in 
for industrial films in a comprehen- 
sive manner shortly after. the war. 
Paramount at one time had an in- 
dustrial production division in New 
York but folded it shortly before 
the U. S. entrance into the war. 


Move to reappraise the industrial 
film field is being taken even though 
independent producers in this eate- 
gory have been folding as fast as 
Legionnaires on a spree. Experts 
claim industrial pix production is 
up nearly 60% over what it was at 
the start of the war. Reason for 
many neweéomers not becoming suc- 
cessful in this market is that too 
many so-called industrial film-mak- 
ers have no real background. 

















Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Eileene Hardin, rodeo rider, film 
bow in “Western Trails” at PRC... 
Pine-Thomas shooting “Caged Fury” 
under three circus tents at Thousand 


Oaks...Dan Seymour signed for 
heavy role in “Johnny Belinda” at 
Warners...Columbia sent crew to 


Del Mar to film race requences for 
“Return of October”... .Douglas 
Bagier upped from film cutter to 
director on “Red Witch,” second in- 
die production by Frank Wisbar and 


Arthur St. Claire...Frost Films 
bought screen rights to “Shed No 
Tears,” novel by Don Martin... 





| Raoul Walsh picked location spots 
'near Kansas City for the “Colt 45” 
| for Warners...Richard Walsh is the 
| busiest thesp ‘at Warners with roles 
s “April Showers,” “Johnny Belin- 

“Christopher Blake and “To the 


i 
Metro signed Margaret Lindsay 
for “B.F.’s Daughter,” to be 


rected by Robert Z. Leonard . .. 
Argosy moved its “War Party” into 
Enterprise studio to shoot interiors. 
: Republic bought “Gentleman 
For a Day,” Satevepost yarn by 
William Porter, and handed it to 
Sidney Picker for production 
Roy Rogers, currently riding with | 
his rodeo in the east, is due Oct. 16 
at Republic to ride “The Golden 
Stallion.” 
Dennis 
“Corkscrew 


O’Keefe’s top role in 
Alley,” to be produced 


by Aubrey Schenck for Eagle Lion, 


Anthony Mann directing . : Fort | 
Pearson pacted for Arthur Lyons’ 





produced by Edwin Knopf and di- | 


production, “Prelude to Night” . . 
Clem Bevans signed for frontier 
blacksmith in “Paleface” at Para- 
mount... Mike Sandler shifts from 
legit to make his film bow in “Mir- 
acle of the Bells” at RKO... PRC 
borrowed Phyllis Blanchard from 
Eagle Lion as femme lead opposite 
Eddie Dean in “Westward Trail”. . 
Frank Wisbar and Arthur St. Claire 
follow “The Prairie” with “Sea 
Witch” as their second indie pro- 
duction, starting Sept. 25 at Nassour 
Studios. 


Irene Rich returns to the screen 
in a mother role in “Joan of Lor- 
| raine.” . RKO has another script, 

“Weep No More,” waiting for Cary 
| Grant when he winds up his chore 
| in the “Mr. Blandings” picture . . 
| Arlene Harris, radio thesp, draws a 
‘film job in the Al Pearce starrer, 
“The Main Street Kid,” at Republic 

Michael Dunne, Columbia con- 
tractee, spotted in “Woman from 
Tangier.” 
| William Roberts in from New 
York to collaborate with Ken Eng- 
lund on the screenplay of his novel, 
“The Saintly Miss Peters,” in which 
Katharine Hepburn will star for 
| Metro . - Jacqueline Dalya drew a 
| featured role in “Mystery in Mex- 








ico,” to be filmed by RKO at the | 


Churubusco studios .. . Republic | 
_ bought * ‘Secret Service Investigator,” 
| and assigned it to Sidney Picker | 
| for early 1948 production . . .Rebert 
| Ardrey will do the screenplay for | 
“Madame Bovary” at Metro. 

Robert Preston was borrowed by 


(Continued on page 20) 


With all majors anxious to cut 
| costs, a new method that may be 
adopted generally is that of cutting 
down materially on checking. Sys- 
tem has already been tried and 
proved successful by 20th-Fox sales 
chief Andy Smith, Jr., and it’s be- 
lieved probable the other com- 
panies will take a crack at it. 

In order to push the system 
through, according to Smith, 20th is 
currently selling more films on a 
flat rental basis to smaller accounts 
and checking fewer of the larger ac- 
counts. Plan ties in directly with 
Smith’s new sales policy for smal} 
theatres, under which exhibitors are 
asked to play not less than two and 
not more than five top 20th pictures 
each year on percentage, with the 
rest being sold on flat rental terms. 

Exhibs previously “were asked to 
play 10 or 15 films a year on per- 
centage, meaning that that many 
films would have to be checked. Al- 
though Smith didn’t say so, the faci 
that so many films now are sold on 
flat terms would preclude the poc- 
sibility of cheating on the part of 
those exhibs addicted to falsifying 
their reports. 

Another cdst-saving method insti- 
tuted for 20th by Smith was the 
elimination of the company’s ad- 
sales department, which formerly 
handled all newspaper ad materia: 
and lobby and billboard display ac- 
cessories Last of the majors to 
operate such a department through 
its own staff, 20th turned the job 
over to National Screen Service sev- 
eral months ago. As a result, instead 
of taking a loss on the department 
as had been done before, 20th is now 

(Continued on page 20) 


EAGLE LION COMPLETES 
SALES ORG REVAMPS 


Organization of Eagle Lion’s sales 
staff was completed this week in a 
flurry of appointments to executive 
spots in the newly-enlarged distribu- 
tion department. Staff has been re- 
shuffled and built up over the past 
month following decision by EL to 
absorb the PRC sales organization. 


Final step pushed through is cre- 
ation of eastern and western divi- 
sions. Al Suchman is named eastern 
sales manager and L. E. Goldham- 
mer, western topper. Under a setup 
devised by Al W. Schwalberg, EL 
veepee in charge of distribution, 
Suchman will supervise 17 branches 
and Goldhammer, 14. 


Suchman, special sales rep for 
Samuel Goldwyn Productions during 
the past 18 months, has resigned that 
post to fill the new job. Gold- 
hammer joined EL last year as Coast 
district manager. He previously put 
in 14 years with RKO. 


Al Herman has been named Eagle 
Lion’s district manager for the Buf- 
falo and Albany territory. Herman 
takes over immediately with his 
h.q.s at EL’s Buffalo exchange. Serv- 
ing under him will be Lewis J. 
Lieser, Buffalo branch manager, and 
Harry S. Alexander, Albany head. 

Two other new district managers 
were named—Max Roth and William 
Shartin. Roth takes over the sector 
covered by the Chicago, Minneapolis, 
Milwaukee and Indianapolis branches 
while Shartin’s territory covers Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland and Detroit. 

Named to serve under Roth are 
Harry Mandel as Chi branch man- 
ager and Clarence Phillips, Chi sales 
manager; Abbott M. Swartz, Min- 
neapolis branch manager; Joe Im- 
hof, Milwaukee head, and Sam 
Abrams for Indianapolis. Branch 
managers tagged for Shartin’s sector 
are Harry Bugie, Cincinnati; Max 
Goldman, Cleveland, and _ Clair 
Townsend, Detroit. 











Eagie-Lion Reorg in Pitt 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
Reorganization of Eagle Lion ex- 
change here puts Jack Weltner in as 
| head booker. Lawrence Carettie be- 
|comes city sales rep, switching jobs 
| with William Nesbitt, who returns to 
‘office manager's post. Allan Treuhaft 
becomes northern area salesman and 
Aaron Rosenzweig main line repre- 
sentative. Jerry Geinzer remains as 
| West Virginia salesman. 
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LA. 


Swamped With H.0.’s, Reissues; 


Father’ Terrif $113,000 in 3 Spots, 


Ellington Ups ‘Winners’ to Sock 266 


2 





Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

“Life With Father” is the only im- 
portant new picture this week and is 
commanding terrific business, Pic- 
ture is giving the three Warner first- 
runs a new weekend record and 
looks to hit colossal $113,000. 
“Father” will hit new house records 
at the Hollywood and Wiltern, two 
of spots playing. 

Other houses are feeling the ef- 
fects of school reopening, the num- 
ber of holdovers and extended runs 
plus the Jewish holidays. Majority 
are on the light side. Reissue combo 
of “Western Union” and “Daring 
Desperadoes” is only fair $26,000 in 
four sites. Duke Ellington band is 


boosting “Too Many Winners” to 
solid $26,000 at the Million Dollar. 
“Mother Wore Tights” looks good 
$48,000 for third round in five spots, 
many of them smaller houses. Third 
frame of “Welcome Stranger” also is 
nice $35,000 in two theatres. Fifth 
session of “Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” in two spots is neat $26,000. 
“Something in Wind” is down to 
$22,500 in second week for six spots. 
Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1) — 
“Western Union” (20th) and “Daring 
Desperadoes” (SG) (reissues). Light 
$3,500. Last week, “Wyoming” (Rep) 
and “Trespasser” (Rep) (2d wk), 
fair $2,300. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—“Carnegie 
Hali’ (UA) (5th wk). Fair $2,500. 
Last week, $4,100. 

Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
$1)—‘“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
(3d wk). Okay $5,500. Last week, 
$8,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- 
$1)—“‘Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
(3d wk). Sturdy $11,000. Last week, 
$14,100. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Something in Wind” (U) and “Kill- 
ers at Large” (EL) (2d wk). Slow 
$2,500. Last week, $4,900. 

Dowtitown (WB) (1,800; 90-$1.50) 
—‘"Life With Father” (WB). Giant 
$35,000. Last week, 
(WB) (2d wk), 
$1 scale. 

Downtown Music Hal] 


40-60)—“Dust My Destiny” 
“Marked Woman” 


ht $12,700 on 50c.- | week, sturdy $ 
(Blumen-| lor and Bobby-Soxer” 


a. 


Broadway Grosses © 


Estimated Total Gross 





¥; ef! Sera $778,500 
(Based on 21 theatres) 
Base SOOT. cis cs ise ves $739,500 


(Based on 18 theatres) 


—~— 


Heat Hits L’ ville: 
Earth’ Mild 126 


Louisville, Sept. 16. 
“Down to Earth,’ at the State, 


looks top newcomer, but not big this 
week. Still topping everything on 
the main stem is “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” at the Rialto, where 
the pace hasn’t slackened much after 
a terrific opening stanza. Annual 
State Fair lured patrons from the 
firstruns, but this ended last Satur- 
day (13), giving film houses a chance 
to recuperate, Baseball playoffs in 











way Field also are a factor. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
(40-60)—“Corsican Brothers” (EL) 
and “South Pago Pago” (EL) (re- 
issues), Light $3,500. Last week, 
“Variety Girl” (Par), good $4,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Hucksters” (M-G) and “Gunfight- 
ers” (Col). Strong $3,500. Last week, 
“Perils of Pauline” (Par) and “That’s 


My Man” (Rep), about same, 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
(WB) 
Mild $6,500. Last week, 
(WB) (reissue), 


,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 


(reissue ). 


—“Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). Hold- 
“Deep Valley” | ing up to a firm $8,000 or over. Last 


12,000. 
Rialto (FA) (3,400; 40-60)—“Bache- 
(RKO) (2d 


feld) (872; 50-$1)—“Carnegie Hali”| Wk). Big $16,000 after first week’s 
(UA) (5th wk). Only $6,000. Last | giant $23,000. 


week, $7,600. 


Scoop (Louisville Theatre) (700; 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1) — | 40-60)—“Hi Neighbor” (PRC) (re- 


“Song of Thin Man” (M-G) and 
“Arnello Affair” (M-G) (3d wk, 4 
days). Started last 4 days Monday 
(15) after $8,800 second frame. First 
week was trim $15,000. 

El Rey (FWC) (861;* 50-$1) — 


issue). 
“Baker’s Wife” (Indie), $2,000. 


Light $1,900. 


State (Loew’s) (3,300; 40-60)— 


“Down to Earth” (Col) and “Son of 
Rusty” (Col). Moderate $12,000. Last 


week, “Song of Thin Man” (M-G) 


“Western Union” (20th) and “Daring | and “Sport of Kings” (Col), fancy 


Desperadoes” (SG) (reissues). Fair 
$4,000. Last week, “Wyoming” (Rep) 
and “Trespasser” (Rep) (2d wk), 
modest $2,300. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85c.) — 
“Years Between” (U) (2d wk). 
ave to $2,500. Last week, good $4,- 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(Sth wk). Steady $6,000. Last week, 
$6,700. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Some- 
thing in Wind” (U) and “Killc> at 
Large” (EL) (2d wk). Scant $2,500. 
Last week $5,200. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—“Carnegie Hall” (UA) .(5th 
wk). Okay $3,000. Last week, $3,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 90-$1.50)— 
“Life With Father” (WB). Record 
$40,000. Last week, “Deep Valley” 
(WB) (2d wk), only $8,000 at 50c.-$1 
scale. : 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Carnegie Hall” 

(UA) (Sth wk), Oke $2,000. Last 
week, $2,400. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Some- 
thing in Wind” (U) (2d wk). Light 
$2,500. Last week, $4,600. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—‘“Ex- 
tenuating Circumstances” (Indie) 

and “End of Day” (Indie). Okay 
$3,000. Last week, “Storm in Tea- 
cup” (Indie) and “Beloved Vaga- 
bond” (Indie) (4th wk), $1,800. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 50- 
$1)—“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
and “Second Chance” (20th) (3d 
ie Nice $17,000. Last week, $20,- 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1)—“Song Thin Man” (M-G) and 
“Arnello Affair’ (M-G) (3d wk-4 
days). Into last 4 days Monday (15) 
after $14,000 on second week. First 
was good $25,300. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 

“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) (3d 
wk). Good $7,000. Last vreek, $9,000. 

Marcal (G&S) (900: 
“Best Years” (RKO) (5th wk). Neat 
$5,000. Last week, $5,400. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 50- 


$1)—“Western Union” (20th) and 
“Daring Desperadoes” (SG) (reis- 
sues). Mild $14,000. Last week, 


“Wyoming” (Rep) and “Trespasser” 

(Rep) (2d wk), okay $8,600. 
Millien Dollar, (Dtoyjn,); (4122: 55- 

$8 )—“Too Many Winners” (EL) with 


50-$1)— | 500 


75-$1.20)— 


Stran (FA) (1,400; 40-60) — 
“Springtime in wie 9 (Rep) and 
“Northwest Outpost” (Rep). Moder- 
ate, being hit by general slowdown 
in town, fair $6,000. Last week ‘“Hap- 
pened Fifth Ave.” (Mono) and “The 
Guilty” (Mono), $5,000. 





500 

$16,500. 

Fine $21,000. Last week, $25,000. 
451; 50-$1)—‘‘Welcome 


(Par) (3d wk). 
week, $17,300. 


week, 


Last week, $7,400. 


Just $2,500. Last week, $4,600. 


—"Something in Wind” 
“Killer at rge” (EL) 
Slow $7,000. Last week, $13.600. 

Uptown. (FWC) 


(U) 


“Second Chance” (20th) 
Neat $7,500. Last week, $9,200. 


$3,100 


“Life With Father’ (WB). 





(WB) (2d wk), slaw 
scale). 


‘Crossfire’ Lush $15,000, 
Mont’; ‘Stranger’ 18G, 2d 


Montreal, Sept. 16. 


Ace newcomer this week toe. 
fire,” big at the Capitol. “Welcom 
Stranger” still is great on secon 
week at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (C.T.)_ (2,610; 30-45-62 )— 
“Crossfire” (RKO), Hot $15,000. Last 
week, “Cheyenne” (WB), $12,000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (3,115; 35-47-67)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $18,000 after sock $23,000 opener. 

Goose (C.T.) (2,578; 30-45-62)— 
“Other Love” (UA). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Perils Pauline’ (Par) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,270; 30-40-53)— 
“Dark Delusion” (M-G) and “Under- 
cover Maisie’ (M-G). Nice $8,000. 
Last week, “Blaze of Noon” (Par) 
and “Jungle Flight” (Par), ditto. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,916; 30-40-50)— 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) and “Little 
Iodine” (UA). Okay $5,000. Last 
week, “Adventure Island” (Par) and 
“Danger Street” (Par) (2d wk), 
$3,000. 





| 
| 





the American Association at Park- | 
Un- | 
usually hot weather also is hurting. 


Last week, 


Duke Ellington orch on stage. Solid 
$26,000. Last week, “Wife Wanted” 
(Mono) with Gene Krupa orch, $19,- 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(5th wk). Trim $13,000. Last week, 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (3d wk) 
and “Danger Street” (Par) (2d wk). 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
Stranger” 
Fast $14,000. Last 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
80)—“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (5th wk). Fat $13,000. Last 


$16,500. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Some- 
thing in Wind” (U) and “Killer at 
Large” (EL) (2d wk). Modest $5,500. 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Something in Wind” (U) (2d wk). 


United Artists (UA) (2,100; 50-$1) 
and 
(2d wk). 


(1,719; 50-$1)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) and 
(3d wk). 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 50-$1)—“West- 
ern Union” (20th) and “Daring Des- 
peradoes” (SG) (reissues). Fair $4,- 

. Last week, “Wyoming” (Rep) 
and “Trespasser” (Rep) (2d wk), oke 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,119; 30-40-60)— 
“Les Anges du Peche” (Indie). Nice 
$5,500. Last week, “Par la Porte 
d’Or” (Par) and “Nuits Birmanes” 
(Par) (2d wk), good $3,000. 8 


H.0.’s Slow Up Indpls.; 
‘Valley’ Only $10,000 But 
‘Bachelor’ Stout 126, 2d 


Indianapolis, Sept. 16. 

Firstrun biz has leveled off here 
mainly because of holdovers after 
last week’s peak for season. But it’s 
still average or better at most spots. 
Both “Gone With the Wind” at 
Loew’s and “Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” at the Indiana are holding 
up well. The new starters, “Deep 
Valley” at the Circle and “Trouble 
With Women” at the Lyric, are get- 
ting moderate results. 

Estimates for This Week’ .- 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- 
60)—“Deep Valley” (WB) and 
“Yankee Fakir” (Rep). Oke $10,000. 
Last week, “Dick Tracy’s Dilemma” 
(RKO), with Henry Busse orch., 
Wally Brown, others, on stage, hefty 
$22,000 at 48-74c scale. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Dandy $12,000 after 
big $20,000 opener. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- 
60)—“Corsican Brothers” (PRC) and 
“South Pago Pago” (PRC) (reissues). 
Good $6,000. Last week, “Variety 
Girl’ (Par) (m.o.), very gocd $6,000. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Solid $12,000 following 
strong $17,000 first stanza. 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60) 
—“Trouble With Women” (Par) and 
“Blackmail” (Rep). Okay $8,000. 
Last week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) (m.o.) 
(2d wk), dandy $6,200, making three- 
week firstrun total nearly $34,000. 


‘TIGHTS’ TERRIF 236, 
DENVER; ‘KISS’ 176 


Denver, Sept. 16. 
“Mother Wore Tights” is packing 
the Paramount and Rialto to easily 
pace the city this week. It’s sock at 
both houses. “Kiss of Death” is pass- 
able in two spots. “Welcome Stran- 
ger” still is good in third week, and 
stays over a fourth. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“Something in Wind” and “Pretend- 
er” (Rep), after week at Denver, 
Webber. Fair $3,000. Last week, “Cry 
Wolf” (WB) and “Son of Rusty” 
(Col) (m.o.), fair $3,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (3d wk). 
Fine $11,500 or over. Last week, big 
$15,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“Kiss 
of Death” (20th) and “Blondie’s Hol- 
iday” (Col), day-date with Webber. 
Okay $15,000. Last week, “Something 








in Wind” (U) and “Pretender” 
(Rep), fair $14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) and 
“Blackmail” (Rep), day-date with 
Paramount. Big $4,000. st week, 
“Framed” (Col) and “Sport of 


Kings” (Col), fair $2,250. 

Orpheurh (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Song Thin Man” (M-G) and “Step- 
child” (EL). Passable $14,000, Last 
week “Crossfire” (RKO) and “Yan- 
kee Fakir” (Rep), good $15,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) and 
“Blackmail” (Rep), also Esquire. 
Sock $19,000 or better. Last week, 


“Framed” (Col) and “Sport of 
Kings” (Col), fair $8,009, 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74) — 
“Framed” (Col) and “Sport of 


Kings” (Col), after week at Para- 
mount, Esquire. So-so $3,000. Last 
week, “Dillinger” (Mono) and 





Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)—| 

“Song in Man” (M-G) and “Ar- | “Duel” (SRO) seventh week down- 

nello Affair” (M-G) (3d wk-4 days), | town. m oon 

Last 4 days began Monday (15) after, “Western Union” 

$8,300 second week. First was wad} Scandals” (FC) (reissues). fair 
0 : 


Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 90-$1.50)—| 
$38,000. Last week, “Deep Valley’ 


“Mutiny Big House” (Mono), $4,000. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 74-$1.20) 


Trim $13,000. Last week, 
(20th) and “Ro- 


Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—Kiss 


Record 3 Death” (20th) and “Blondie’s Hol- 
iday 
$7,500 on, 50-$1 | Last week,."‘Something ia Wind” (U) 


(Col), also Denver. Fair $2,000. 
‘and “Pretender” (Rep), fair $14,000. 


~~ 


Heat, Schooldays Dull Hub Albeit 


Tights’ Trim $25, 00; Earth 326 in’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... $3,321,000 
(Based on 28 cities 215 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$3,346,000 
(Based on 23 cities 199 theatres) 





‘Stranger’ Lusty 
$77,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Sept. 16. 

Key houses are recovering after a 
disastrous week in which the riotous 
Veterans of Foreign Wars conven- 
tion nearly wrecked the town and 
kept many localites from attending 
theatres. Longest lines being pulled 
by “Welcome Stranger” at State and 
Hipp’s “Life With Father.” Both are 
loaded for bear and are sure hold- 
overs. Third week of “Bachelor and 
“Bobby-Soxer” is still particularly 
strong at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—‘Sin- 
apore” (U) (2d wk). Excellent $12,- 

following great $18,500 initial 
round. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 95-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB). Road- 
prices drew some kicks but opening 


biz was surprisingly brisk. Slated for 


(Continued on page 22) 


Cincy Hot; ‘Tights’ Sock 


$22,000, ‘Singapore’ Big 
166, ‘Stallion’ Trim 126 


Cincinnati, Sept. 16. 
All major houses are in velvet for 
the third successive week, overcom- 





ing the lingering heat spell. Three 
new bills are mM clicks. Tops is 
“Mother Wore Tights,” terrific at 


the Palace. “Singapore” is best at 
the big Albee. “Red Stallion” also is 
strong at Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) = (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Singapore” (U). Hotsy $16,000. Last 
week, “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (2d wk), great $17,000. 
Capitol ( ») @ ; 90-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (4th wk). 
Good $9,000 trailing strong $12,000 


third session. 
C409: 50-75 )— 
M-G) (reissue) 


rand (RKO) 
“Gone With Wind” 

Sock $13,000 on heels of 
wow $16,000 first round. Holds 


(2d wk). 
again. 

Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—“Red 
Stallion” (Ez],). g $12,000. Holds. 
soe ees. irl” (U) (2d wk), 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 50-75)—‘Des- 
ert Fury” (Par) (f.0.). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, “Dowh to Earth” (Col), 
third veh *. stanza, $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Mother Wore ights” (20th). Smash 
$22,000. Last week, “Desert Fury” 
(Par), tall $15,500. 

(2,100; 50-75)— 


Shubert (RKO) 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). 
Third downtown fling. Wham $10,500. 
Last week, “Variety Girl” (Par) 


(m.o.), pleasing $9,000. 


‘Slave 





‘Stranger’ Record 24G, 
Omaha; ‘Hucksters’ 10G 


Omaha, Sept. 16. 

Away out ahead of everything in 
town are “Welcome Stranger” and 
“The Hucksters.” The State bought 
“Hucksters” away from Tristates and 
will set a 15-year high at this band- 
box house. “Welcome Stranger,” at 
the Orpheum also is setting a record 
with a terrific week. 

Estimates for This Week 


pronto (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
: Riff-Raff” (RKO) and “Born to 
Kill” (RKO). Started Sunday (14). 


In ahead, “Crossfire” (RKO) and 
“Son of Rusty” (Col), stout $12,000 in 
10 days. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“Black Gold” (Mono) and “Kilroy 
Was Here” (Mono). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, “Variety Girl” (Par) (m.o.) 
and “Secret of Whistler’ (Col). 
sturdy $11,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—“Welcome Stranger” (Par). Smash 
$24,000, an all-time film record here. 
Last week, “Trouble With Women” 
(Par) and “Vacation in Reno” 
(RKO), $11,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 
$10,000, and 15-year high. Last week, 
“Cheyenne (WB) and “Mutiny Elsi- 
nore” (FC), $3,500. 

Paramount (‘Tristates) (2.800: 16- 





65)—‘“Mother Wore Tights” (20th). 


Oke $10,500 or over. Last ayeek, “Diss | Stranger” (Par) 7th wk), big, $13,5 


‘000. Hit $158,000 in seven weeks. 


honored Lady” (UA), thin $8.800. 


16-65 )— | 
‘The Hucksters” (M-G). Sensational] | 





Boston, Sept. 16. 


Sudden return of hot weather plus 
schools reopening is ponne film 
takes down this week. “Mother Wore 
Tights” looks best at the Met, with 
“Down to Earth” second at the State 
and Orpheum. Latter is mild. Sec- 
ond week of “Kiss of Death” with 
Ted Weems band topping new stage- 
bill is giving the Boston only a so-so 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-$1.10)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) (2d wk) plus 
Ted Weems orch, others, on stage. 
School days hurt this one, the $24,000 
being way off for a band show. Last 
week, with Rosenbloom and Baer, 
Merry Macs, others, big $32,000. 

Esquire (M-P) (700; 75-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (3d wk). 
Remained near fine $6,500, about 
same as last. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 45-65)—“Dis-. 
covery” (Indie) and “Dear Ruth” 
(Par). So-so $5,000. Last week, “Ma- 
gic Bow” (U) and “Blackout” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $4,000. 


Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Deep Valley” (WB) and “Second 
Chance” (20th). Moderate $6.000. 


Last week, “Desert Fury” (Par) and 
“Kilroy Was Here” (Mono) (2d wk), 


$5,500. 
Kenmore (Indie) (700; 45-65)— 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) (8th 


wk). Nice $2,000, about same as last 
week, 

Memorial (RKO) (2,985; 40-80)— 
“Something in Wind’ (U). Begins 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Bach- 
elor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) (4th 
wk), big $19,000 in six days after 
wow $24,000 in third. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,279: 40-80) 
—‘“‘Mother Wore Tights” (20th) and 
“Trespasser” (Rep). Best in town 
at $26,000. Last week, “Variety Girl” 
(Par) and “Jungle Flight” (Par) (2d 
wk), $19,000. 

Modern (M-P) (890; 75-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (3d wk). 
Okay $9,000 after trim $12,000 for 
second. 

Old South (Siritsky ) (700; 40-80)— 
“Queen’s Necklace” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Good $2,500 after nice $3,500 in first, 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,030; 40-80)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col). Fairly good 


$23,000. Last week, “Gunfighters” 
(Col) and “Corpse C.O.D.” (Col), 
same. 


Paramount (M-P) (1,790; 40-80)— 
“Deep Valley” (WB) and “Second 
Chance” (20th). Usual $15,000. Last 
week, “Desert Fury” (Par) and “Kil- 
roy Was Here” (Mono) (2d wk), fine 


$13,000. 
State (Loew) (3,583; 40-80)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col). Offish $9,- 


000. Last week, “Gunfighters” (Col), 
and Corpse C.O.D.” (Col), ditto. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74 )— 
“Brute Man” (Mono) and “Fog Is- 
land” (Mono) (reissue), $4,000. Last 
week, “Canyon Passage” (U) and 
“Black Angel” (U) (reissues), $3,500. 


‘Bachelor’ Wow $34,000, 
2 Det. Houses; ‘Father’ 
Big 326, ‘Singapore’ 306 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer,” play- 
ing at the Adams and Downtown, 
and “Life With Father,” on upped 
scale at United Artists, are getting 
top coin here this week. “Singapore’ 
at the Michigan is strong, while 
en Force” is okay at the huge 

Ox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). 
Sock $16,000. Last week, “Gone 
With Wind” (M+G) (reissue) (4th 
wk), $15,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit 
(3,309; 70-95)—“Desert Fury” (Par) 
and “Cover Big Town” (Par) (24 
wk). Strong $22,000 after great $30,- 
000 opener. 

Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-90)— 
“Happy Breed” (U) (2d wk). Nice 
$2,300. Last week, lofty $3,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70-95) 
—"Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO). Terrific $18,000. Last week, 
“Dillinger” (Mono) and “Mutiny Big 
— (Mono) (reissues), tall $14,- 





Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—"Brute Force” (U) and “Millerson 
Case” (Col), Okay $28,000. Last 
week, “Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
and “Bulldog Drummond Strikes 
Back” (2d wk), strong $29,000. 

Madison (UD) 1,866: 50-60)— 
“Egg and I’ (U). Tall $2,500 in 3 


days. Last week, “Ramrod” (UA) 
and “Buck Privates Come Home” 
(U), $2,300 in 3 days. 

Michigan (UD) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“Singapore” (U) and “High Con- 
quest” (Mono). Big $30,000. st 


week, “Variety Girl” (Par) (2d wk), 
$24,000. 
Palms-State (UD) (2.976: 70-95)— 
“Corsican Brothers” (EL) and “South 
Pago Pago” (EL) (reissues). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, “Crossfire” 
(RKO) and “Millie's Daughter” 
(RKO) (3d wk), loud $21,000. 
United Artists (UD) (1.951: $1- 
$1.25)—“Life With Father” «(WB). 
Giant $32.000. Last week, “Welcome 
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Ridge’ Rosy $20,000 in Sultry Chi 
Trespasser -Olsen & Johnson Big 656, 
Tights’-Va. O'Brien Smooth 556, 24 








Chicago, Sept. 16. + 
Not even rain or sultry weather 
is keeping film fans from coming 
jnto the Loop this session, with some, 
nice grosses in prospect. Only two 
new pictures came 1n, which gave 
most of credit for nice showing to 
strong holdovers. Best new film is 
“Romance of Rosy Ridge,” with sock 
$20,000 at the Garrick. “The Tres- 
passer” is being helped by Olsen and 
Johnson unit at the Oriental to a big 
35,000. 
— holdover is “Mother Wore 
Tights,” now in its second week at 
the Chicago with Virginia O’Brien 
heading stage bill. Looks fancy $55,- 
000. “Secret Life of Walter Mitty” | 
at the Woods continues sensational | 
biz in its seventh session with $28,000. | 
“Life With Father” at the State-Lake 
slid off a bit to $29,000 for fourth 
week. “Cry Wolf,” at Roosevelt, is 
dandy $20,000 in second round. 
“Crossfire” will hit handsome $20,000 
in third stanza at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apolio (B&K) (1,200; 95)—“Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) (7th wk). 
Strong $15,000. Last week, $17,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) plus 
Virginia O’Brien heading stageshow 








(2d wk). Fine $55,000. Last week, 
sock $68,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—‘Ro- 


mance Rosy Ridge” (M-G). Sock} 
$20,000. Last week, “Perils Pauline” | 
(Par) (6th wk), $10,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Bache- | 
lor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Sturdy $15,000. Last week, 


$18,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“The Trespasser” (Rep) with Olsen 
and Johnson revue on stage. Smash 
$65,000. Last week, “That’s My Man” 
(Rep) and personal appearance of 
Harold Russel topping stagebill, me- 
dium $42,000. . e 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Cross- 

re’ (RKO) (3d wk). Handsome 

20.000. Last week, fat $23,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 95)—‘“The 
Outlaw” (UA) (12th wk). Keen $12,- 
000. Last week, $12,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)—“Cry 

Wolf” (WB) (2d wk). Dandy $20,- 
000. Last week, $27,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; $1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (4th wk). 
Slipped off a bit to $29,000. * Last 
week, crisp $37,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col) (3d wk). 
Average $16,000. Last week, snappy 
$22.000. 

Woeds (Essaness) (1,073; 95)—“Life 
of Walter Mitty” (RKO) (7th wk). 
Terrific $28,000. Last week, wham 
$30,000. 

Werld (Indie) (587; 95)—“‘Happy 
_—. (U) (4th wk). Smart $3,800. 

ast week, same. 


‘Variety Hot 326, 
Philly; ‘Kiss 336 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

“Kiss of Death” and “Variety Girl” 
are running neck and neck for top 
honors while Philly wilts in the Sep- 
tember heat wave. The sizzler put a 
crimp in business but rain brought 
relief yesterday (Mon.). Ace hold- 
over is “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94) — 
“Crossfire” (RKO) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing its own with $15,000. Last week 
hefty $17,500. 

Areadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94) — 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d run). Okay 
$7.900. Last week, “Dear Ruth” 
(Par), great $8,000 second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2.350: 50-94)—‘‘Life 
With Father” (WB) (4th wk). Slip- 
ping to $23,000 after fine $27,000 last 
week. 

Earle (WB) (2.760: 50-94)—“Deep 
Valley” (WB) (2d wk). Fairish $17,- 
000 after okay $23.000 opener. 

Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-94)—“Kiss of 
Death” (20th). Solid $33.000 or near. 
Last week, “Mother Wore Tights” 
(20th) (3d wk). nice $14.000. 

Geldman (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) 
—‘Variety Girl” (Par). Big $32.000. 
Last week. “Won’t Believe Me” 
(RKO), neat $15,000 second canto. 

J Kariton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94 )— 

Desert Fury” (Par) (3d wk). Fair 
$13.000. Last week, solid $17,500. 

.. Meith’s (Goldman) (1.300: 50-94)— 

Green Was My Valley” (20th) (re- 
issue). Fair $4500. Last week, 
Who's Kissing Her” (20th) (2d run), 
nice $7.000. 
veJfastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-94) — 

Welcome Stranger” (Par) (5th wk). 
Still good at $18,000. Last week, 
bright $24,000. 
«_ptanley (WB) (4,360: 50-94) — 

Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Solid $21,000. Last week. 


bie $24.500 
(1,475: 50-94 — 


Stanton (WB) 
Lured” (Col). Fine $13,500. Last 








hack. “Gunfighters” (Col), mild $11,- 
0 ‘for ‘second week. ‘ 


et ba 


ne’ i ’ 


Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as ree 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., withe 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 





Tights Tall 196 





| stepped into third sesh Monday. RKO 





Pitt; GWTW 306: 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 





is “Gone With Wind” at Penn. Piv- 
ture is doing the next thing to capac- 
ity and best this house has had in a 
long time. Terrific showing of 
“Wind” is over-shadowing what 
otherwise wouldbe a headline stanza 
for “Mother Wore Tights” at Harris, 
where a h.o. is also in the bag. “Va- 


Standout in current okay “od 


| riety Girl” is staying only five days 


of second week at Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Wyoming” (Rep). With competition 
what it is here, westerns have small 
chance. Only $6,000 is about all. Last 
week, second of “Brute Force” (U), 
$7,000. 

~Harris (Hasris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th). Betty 
Grable starrer cleaning up at terrific 
$19,000, and easy holduver. Last 
week, “Ramrod” (UA), rather sad 
at near $10,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 40-70)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G). Same as 
if it had never played here before. 
Sensational $30,000. Last week, ““Des- 
ert Fury” (Par), $20,000. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—“Des- 
ert Fury” (Par) (m.o.). Doing well 
at this small-seater at $4,500. Last 
week, .“Song Thin Man” (M-G) 
(m.o.), $2,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) and “Susie 
Steps Out” (UA). Not much pull to 
this twin bill, average $3,000. Last 
week, “Down to Earth” (Col) (m.o.), 
$3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— “Va- 
riety Girl” (Par) (2d wk). Bottom 
fell out of all-star musical on hold- 
over and it’s coming out tonight 
(Tues.) after five days to about $8,- 
000. “Welcome Stranger” (Par) 
comes in ahead of schedule. Last 
week, “Variety” soared above orig- 
inal estimate to big $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 90-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (4th wk). 
Still showing surprising strength 
with $13,500, and will stay a fifth 
week, pushing back “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). Last week, 
“Father” hit $15,500. 


‘Crossfire’ Lights Up 
Balto at Great $20,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 

Excessive heat is nicking current 
figures but “Crossfire” is smash at 
the Town. Only two other new- 
comers, “Red Stallion” at the Mayfair 
and “Kiss of Death,” at the New. 
Latter is especially solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-60) 
—‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reis- 
sue) (2d wk). Holding well at $15,- 
000 after sock $23,200 opener. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-70)—“‘Down to rth” (Col) (3d 
wk) plus new vaude headed by 
Johnny Desmond. Fairish $13,000 
after steady second round at $14,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60 )—"‘Desert Fury” (Par). Opens to- 
day . (Tues.) after okay week of 
“Singapore” (U) at $9,300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)—‘‘Red 
Stallion” (EL). Strongly sold and 
beating house average at nice $9,000 
or near. Last week, second of “Ad- 
venture Island” (Par), $5,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th). Solid $12,000. 
Last week, third of “Mother Wore 
Tights” (20th), fine $7,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75 )—“Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) (2d wk). Main- 
taining strong pace at $18,000 after 
a near house-record on getaway at 
$26,300. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Crossfire” (RKO). Leading current 
parade at great $20,000, all this house 





‘Father’ Smash $34,000, 
Prov.; ‘Wind’ Okay 166 


Providence, Sept. 16. 

Standout this week is “Life With 
Father” at Majestic with $1.25 top. 
Hitting nice pace are State’s “Gone 
With Wind,” in second week, and 
Strand’s “Variety Girl,’ which 
Albee’s “Something in the Wind” 
looks fairly peppy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) = (2,200; 44-65)— 

“Something in Wind” (U) and “Des- 


perate” (RKO). Fairly steady $16,- | 
000. Last week, “Bachelor and} 
Bobby-Soxer’ (RKO) (3d wk), big 
$15,000. 





Cartton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘Marked Woman” (WB) and “Dust | 
Be My Destiny” (reissues) (2d wk). | 
Nice $4,500. First week was nice 
$5,500 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—' 


‘Golden 


Boy” (Col) (reissue) and vaude on 
stage. Sturdy $6,000. Last week, | 
“Buck Privates Come Home” (U) 
and vaude, fancy $7,000. | 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 90-$1.25)— | 
“Life With Father” (WB). Upped} 
scale has fans wavering. Started | 
slowly but picked up over weekend. 
May hit sock $34,000. Last week. | 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) (2d 
wk), nifty $12,000. | 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65-| 


85)—“‘Bedelia” (EL) and Desi Arnaz 
orch heading stage show for 3-day 
weekend run. Hefty $14,000. Last 
week, “Lost Honeymoon” (EL) and 
Charlie Spivak orch on stage, also 
3-day weekend stand, nice $12,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“‘Gone 
With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Healthy $16,000. First week 


was snappy $24,000. 
Strand (Silverman) 
—‘Variety Girl” (Par). Third week 
opened Monday (15). Second week 
hit nice $10,500 after big $19,000 first. 


(2,200; 44-65) 





Father’ Record 
$45,000 Tops D.C. 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Current session looks dullish ex- 
cept for one dazzling standout, “Life 
With Father” at the Warner, new 
tag for the Earle. The Warner show- 
case boasts an all-time high, part of 
which is due to hiked admission. 
Also being helped by crix unani- 
mously beating the drums for it. 
“Riff-Raff” is stout at the Met. 
Holdover of “Mother Wore Tights” is 
doing nicely after strong opener at 
the Palace, which was far over 
hopes 

Estimates for This week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434: 44-80)— 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) plus 
vaude. Good $25,000. Last week, 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) with vaude, 
nice $26,000, exceeding hopes. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70)— 
“Variety Girl’ (Par) (2d run). 
Above average $9,500, comparatively 
better than its firstrun gross. Last 
week, “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re- 
issue) (m.o.) (2d wk), okay $8,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838: 44-80)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(4th-final wk). Slipped to trim 
$10,000 after last week's great $14,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153: 44-70)— 
“Riff-Raff’ (RKO). Stout $12,000. 
Last week. “Welcome Stranger” 
(Par) (2d run), strong $11,500, and 
way over estimate. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) (2d 
wk). So-so $15,000. Opened last 
week with nice $23,000, going well 
over expectancy. 

Warner (WB) (2,154: 90-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB). Sock 
$45,000, for an all-time record for 
house, formerly the Earle. Last 
week, “Carnegie Hall” (UA), thin 
—— and below hopes at 44-85c. 
scale. 


‘HEAVEN’ BIG $14,000 
IN FRISCO; ‘WOLF’ 236 


; San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

Biz is dull here this session with 
plethora of holdovers hurting. 
Lionel Hampton band: is pushing 
“Banjo” to okay $25.00 at Golden 
Gate but “Cry Wolf” is no great 
shakes at Fox. “Wyoming” is fairly 
nice at Paramount. “Heaven Only 





Knows,” in one of its first playdates, 
shapes as strong at small United 
Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65-$1) 
—“Banjo” (RKO) plus Lionel Hamp- 
ton orch. Oke $25,000. Last week, 
“Bachelor Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) (4th 
wk) plus vaude headed by Jack 
Marshall, strong $22,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—“Cry 
Wolf” (WB). Only $23,500. Last 
week, “Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
(2d wk), $14,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) (2d wk). Fair 
$13,500. Last week, hefty $23,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)}— 
“Wyoming” (Rep). Nice $16,500. 
Last week, “Variety Girl’ (Par) (2d 





can hold. Last week. “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO?) (4th wk),/ 
brought grand total for run up to; 
huge $57,000... 0 2’) oernr a etl 


j 


wk), $14,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400: 60-85)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (9th wk). 
(Continued. on page 22) ° - 
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5 Newcomers Boost 


Bway B.0.s; 


Earth’ Whammo 1476, ‘Ridge’ Plus 


Stage Fair 526, 


Broadway's first-run film houses | 
had their ups and down again last | 
week. Balmy weather over the week- | 
end took its toll at the boxoffice. Biz | 
picked up, however, with the Jewish | 
holidays Monday (15) and yesterday | 
to round the week off at an okay | 
pace. 

Five newcomers invaded the Main | 
Stem the past week, with the Music 
Hall’s top seating capacity giving it} 


the best of the deal. “Down to 
Earth” looks headed for a rousing 
$147,000 teeoff there. “Rosy Ridge” | 


(Van Johnson) at the Capitol, with 
Georgie Price, Luba Malina and 
Enric Madriguera’s orch on stage, 
showed little strength, opening with 
only fair $52,000. 

Howard Hughes’ “Outlaw” proved 
the most spectacular draw. With the |} 
Broadway theatre running on aj} 
round-the-clock schedule for the} 
first four days and then cutting down 
to a 21-hour day, “Outlaw” pulled a 
near-capacity $80,000 and looks set 
for long run. “Long Night” at the 
Palace and “Singapore” at the Win- 
ter Garden both opened yesterday 


(Tuesday >}. 
“Frieda” topped the holdovers with 
fifth week at the Park Avenue, 


showing a $500 gain over last week’s 
strong $8,000. “Walter Mitty” at the | 
Astor, and “Gone With. Wind” at the 
Criterion, both dropped off sharply, | 
due probably to weekend weather. 
“Mitty” showed okay $40,000 for fifth | 
week, with “GWTW” pulling about | 
the same for third round. “Kiss of 
Death” continued sirong at Mayfair, 
with nifty $28,000 indicated for third 
week. 

“Crossfire” looks headed for a 
longrun record at Rivoli, with sock | 
$27,000 sighted for eighth frame. | 
“Dark Passage” at Strand, with Vic- | 
tor Lombardo orch headlining stage- 
bill, rolled to sparkling $60,000 for | 
second week, and “Life With Father” | 
continued strong with bright fifth 
week of $40,000. British-produced | 
“Tawny Pipit” at Little Carnegie and 
“Know Where I’m Going” at Sutton | 
drew steady art patronage, former ! 
getting big $8,500 for second week | 
and latter rolling to robust $11,000 | 
on fourth frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘Walter Mitty” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Balmy weekend took a tumble out | 
of this, dropping it to about $40,009 | 
for fifth week ending temorrow 
(Thursday) night. Last week, big, 
$48,000. Holds. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895: 70-$1.50)— 
“Outlaw” (UA) (ist wk). Howard 
Hughes’ opus finally hit Broadway 
after several years of censorship- 
wrangling to = near-capacity $80,- 
000 for initial frame ending tonight 
(Wednesday). Opening on a round- 
the-clock schedule, house began 
Monday to close three hours daily. 
Film continues indef. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“Rosy Ridge” (M-G), with Georgie 
Price, Luba Malina, Enric Madri- 
guera orch on stage (ist week). 
Opened only fair, with okay $82,000 
on tap for teeoff frame ending tonight 
(Wednesday). Last week, second 
and final session of “Thin Man” 
(M-G), plus Bill Robinson, Art 
Mooney orch headlining stageshow, 
thin $41,500. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60- 
$1.25)—"“Gone With Wind” (M-G) 


| stage (7th week). 


. 
session of 


‘Outlaw Wow 806 


Opened yesterday (Tuesday) after a 
day’s blackout to transform the 


| house back to firstrun policy after 


five weeks of dualing oldie hits. Last 
week, six days of dual policy closed 
Sunday (14) with “Spiral Staircase” 
(RKO), thin $7,500. 

Paramount (Par) 
—‘Welcome Stranger” (Par) with 
Carmen Cavallaro orch, others on 
Continues strong, 
with sixth frame ending last (Tues- 
day) night shaping to strong $70,000, 
after $75,000 last week. Holds one 
more week, with “Desert Fury” 
(Par) opening next Wednesday (24), 
along with Desi Arnaz orch, Marion 
Hutton on stage. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Frieda” (U) (5th week). Picked 
up speed this frame to rack up hefty 
$8,500, gain of $500 over last week's 
okay $8,000. Holds. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rock- 
efellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—‘‘Down to 
Earth” (Col) plus stageshow (lst 
week). Off to excellent start with 
rousing $147,000 in sight for open- 
ing frame ending tonight (Wednes- 
day). Last week, seventh and final 
“Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” (RKO) plus stageshow, good 


(3,664; 55-$1.50) 


$107,000. 
Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)— 
“Arnelo Affair’ (M-G) (1st week). 


Critics sloughed this off and so did 
public to tune of only fair $7,500. 
Last week, second frame of “Last of 
Redmen” (Col), okay $8,500. “Sec- 
ond Chanee” (20th) opens Friday 
(19). 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 

“Crossfire’ (RKO) (9th week). 
Holding up amazingly, with sock 
$27,000 sighted for eighth frame end- 
ing last (Tuesday) night, same as 
previous session. Holds three more 


weeks, with “Unconquered” (Par) 
due in Oct. 9. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 


“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) plus 
Jack Haley, Ella Logan, Harmonicats 
topping stageshow (5th week). 
Dropped to okay $88,000 after big 


$95,000 last week. Stays another 
round, with “Foxes of Harrow” 
(20th) and Milton Berle topping 


stage layout scheduled to open next 
Wednesday (24). 

State (Loew's (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Black Gold” (Mono) with Ed Sulli- 


van and Harvest Moon winners, 
others on stage (2d week). Held 
weh, wi.” 1 bour $28,900 sighted for 
s@cune f.ame. after big ieeoff week 
of $35,060 “Cynthia” (M-G), plus 


John Caivert, Paul Regan heading 
stageshow, opens tomorrow (Thurs- 


day). 
Strand (WB) (2.756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Dark Passage’ (WB) with Victor 


Lombardo orch, others on stage (2d 
week). Sparkling $60,000 looming for 
second frame ending tomorrow 
(Thursday) night, after sock $65,000 
previous week. Holds. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561: 70- 
$1.25)—“‘Know Where I’m Going” 
(U) (5th week). J. Arthur Rank 
Prestige film rolling steadily, with 
fine $11,000 for fourth frame ended 
Monday (15) night. Previous session, 
sock $12,000. 

Victoria (City Inv) (720; 70-$1.20) 
—‘‘Lured” (Col) (4th week). Third 
round finished last (Tuesday) night 
with neat $14,500, after solid $16,500 
last week. Continues. 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Life With Father’ (WB) (5th 





(reissue) (3d week). Dropping about 
$10,000 this round to $40,000 for | 
week ending Friday (19), but still | 
big for an oldie; previous session, fat | 
$50,000. Holds indef, with “Green | 
Dolphin Street” (M-G) scheduled to | 


follow. 
Fulton (City Inv) (785; 80-$1.80)— 
“Black Narcissus” (U) (5th week). | 


Holding steady pace, with trim $13,- 
000 in sight for frame ending last | 
(Tuesday) night. Last week, okay 
$15,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— | 
“Roosevelt Story” (Indie) (4th! 
week). Sturdy $22,000 in sight, after | 
big $27,000 for previous frame. 
Holds one more round, with “Fun 
and Fancy Free” ‘RKO-Disney) 
opening next Wednesday (24). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Dark Journey” (Indie) and “Din- 





ner at Ritz” (Indie) (reissues). Mod- 
erate $7,500 for week ending Friday 
(19) night, after fair $7,200 last 
week for “Lady in Jam” (Indie) and 
“Lady from Cheyenne” (Indie) (re- 
issues. House continues dual reissue 
policy, with “Bach Dawn I Die” and 
“Bad Man of Missouri” (both WB 
oldies) opening Saturday (20). 
Little Carnegie (Indie) (460: 
95-1.20)—“Tawny Pipit’ (U) (2d 
week), British-made going great | 
guns, abetted by uniformly good 
press. Fine $8,500 shaping for sec- 
ond frame ending Friday (19) night, 
after smash $9,000 opening week. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 70-$1.50— | 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) (4th week). | 
Excellent word-of-mouth keeping | 
this on gravy train, with fine $28,000 | 
for third frame ending last (Tues- | 
day) night: previous week, sock | 
$34,000. Holds. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 60-$1,20— |! 





| 
| 
| 





“Long' Night” «RKG» «(ist week). | ‘ 


week). Looks like another long run, 
with robust $40,000 sighted for fifth 
session, after excellent $44,000 last 
week. Remains indef. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“Singapore” (U) (1st week). 


| Rushed in ahead of schedule yester- 


day (Tuesday) after “Something in 
Wind” (U) slumped to disappointing 
$8.500 for five days of third week. 
Previous week, fair $12,000. 


‘Harvest’ Smash 166 In 
Cool Mpls.; ‘Wind’ Fair 
106, ‘Bachelor’ 96 in 3d 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
Absence of major newcomers con- 





|tinues to be conspicuous as hold- 


overs still dominate downtown 
houses. “Wild Harvest” and “Some- 
thing in Wind” are the new entries 
and they’re being helped by the 
public’s limited choice of new fare 
and much cooler weather. Top hold- 
over is “Bachelor and _ Bobby- 
Soxer,” now in third week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Banjo” 

(RKO) and “The Guilty” (Mono), 


| Okay $2,000 in 5 days. Last week, 


“Hoppy’s Holiday” (UA) and “News- 
hawks” (Mono) split with “Winter 
Wonderland” (Rep) and “Danger 
Ahead” (Indie) (reissue), satisfac- 
tory $2,600 in 9 days. 
Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par) (3d wk), Good 
$6.000. Last week, fine $7,500. 
Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44) — “Hit 
Parade 1947" (Rep). Moderate $3,500, 
- (Continued on’ page B23)’ ‘ 
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Operation of Pix Setup Sparks 


Colombia Show Biz Postwar Upbeat 





By RAY JOSEPHS + 


‘DOMINICAN PIX TAX 


Bogota, Col., Sept. 1. 


Sparked by U. S., operation of 
theatres, distrib setups and adver- 
tising agencies, pix and radio in 
Colombia—Latin America’s fourth 
largest country—are showing vital 
postwar gains. Localities whose 
show biz know-how has always 


TO AID POOR, INSANE 


Washington, Sept. 16. 


New admissions tax law has gone 
into effect in the Dominican Repub- 





been admittedly slack haven’t been | 
too slow on the pickup. Result is | 
that operations are not only on the | 
upgrade but getting better than in | 
almost any other west coast, south- | 
of-the-border republic. | 


The Yanqui infiltration originated 
primarily to beat the strong Cine | 
Colombia distribution and theatre | 
monopoly in the pix field. Outfit not 
long ago tontrolled an estimated 
99% of the release situations as well | 
as a fiock of distribu rights. Today 
they’re down to 190 houses, and | 
handle only distribution of Univer- 
sal International. Yet though the 
percentage of the total is only about 
40%, gross is said to be actually 
higher. 

Metro is now the largest U. S. 
operator in Colombia. It owns the 
Metro in the seaport town of Barran- 
quilla and the suburban Metro 
Teusaquillo in Bogota. Moreover, 
local chief Dean Banker is readying 
the former Astral which Metro has 
bought as a key downtowner on 
Calle Septima, Bogota’s Broadway 
and leases the Metro Avenida in 
Medllin, Colombia’s top industrial 
city. There’s also a signed pact for | 
the the now building Metro in Cali. | 


Warner's leases the San Jorge in | 
Bogota; Fox, the Colon in Cali. 
Both, as well as other Hollywood 
majors, are known to be looking 
over the general Colombian setup 
with a view toward further direct 
pilot operations. 


New Gov. Legislation 


A number of companies are again 
worried over new restrictive legis- 
latior which the _government—ex- 
tremely short of dollar exchange— 
has begun mulling in order to cut 
in on some of the profits. Bills now 
before Congress are similiar to those 
proposed last year. But distribs 
claim as now framed they'd be al- 
most confiscatory. 


Colombia’s radio setup is rapid in 
picking up ideas, partially because 
Nelson Rockefeller’s wartime office 
of Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs concentrated on this field 
here and brought in a flock of ex- 
perts trained in the States. Many 
stations, limited in expansion plans 
by the war, therefore cooked up all 
kinds of ideas which are now going 
into into effect. 

Nuevo Granada, for example, has 
just about finished its new 500,000 
peso (rate is currently about 1.75 to 
the dollar) studios. 

Voz de Antioqua in Medellin has 
just completed its new, ultra-mod- 
ern, six studio setup. Reportedly 
€ost close to 400,000 pesos. 

There's been a slow improvement 
in programming of all Colombian 
stations, paced in no small measure 
by Radio Nacional, the non-commer- 
cial governmental entity. 





lic. It calls for a cent bite on each 
ticket of 20c or less, and 7% where 
the price of the ticket exceeds 20c. 
An additional tax of 3c is slapped on 
all ducats, irrespective of price. 

This is to raise funds for free 
breakfasts for poor students, to 
maintain asylums and for other 
social assistance. It is the first time 
that the elbow has ever been put on 
a filmery admission anywhere | 
specifically to support insane asy- 
lums, so far as is known. 


Mex Govt. Makes Denial 
That New Commission To 
Boss Picture Industry 


Mexico City, Sept. 16. 


Recently organized National Cine- | 
matographic Commission is neither | 
a trust nor a monopoly of any kind, 
but an organization intended to 
“improve and develop the Mexican 
cinematographic industry,” accord- | 
ing to the Ministry of the Interior. | 
Government department made 
statement to deny reports here that 
the commission aims at bossing the 
pic industry. 

The Ministry added it will con- 
tinue to be in charge of the super- 
vision and censorship of all .pix, 
native and foreign, offered for ex- 
hibition in Mexico, and that the 
only thing the commission has to do 
with that, is to strive to attain 
better Mexican pix and offer sug- 
gestions as to how to make pix 
better public entertainment. The 
Ministry’s pic supervision and cen- 
sorship department, the commission 
and the film trade’s own bank, the 
Banco Cinematografico are the three 
prime props of the Mexican pic in- 
dustry, the Ministry said, stressing 
that neither all or any one of them 
will meddle in any way in private 
film companies or private pic 
enterprise. 

Commission, the Ministry said, is 
democratic and being cqnducted so. 
Government is covering all costs of 
the commission, chairman of which 
is Antonio Castro Leal, chief pic 
censor. Makeup of the commission 
has been made closer to the film 
trade by the naming of two reps 
each of producers, distributors and 
exhibitors and one of the National 
Cinematographic Industry Workers 
Union (‘(STIC), Mexico's pioneer 
film labor organization. 


ACQUIRES RIGHTS TO 
LINDFORS ITALO PIC 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
North American distribution 











Only U. S. agency to concentrate 
on radio here is McCann-Erickson. 
Local boss is now Frank Linder, 
former CIAA radio man in Monte- 
video. Agency which opened locally 
in °45 currently has Esso Reporter 
with news, sports; Ronda Musical for 
Coca Cola. Epoca, largest Colom- 
bian radio agency originates “Pro- 
fesores del Aire,” a kind of local 
“Info Please” and handles the Sun- 
day afternoon concerts of the Bogota 
Symphony for the local RCA distrib. 
Sidney Ross (Sterling Products), one 
of the largest airtime users, does its 
©wn producing and placement. 

Nitery and theatre situation here 
is n.s.h. Bogota where, during the 
winter season which is now, few 
venture out after late dinner, has 
always been one of Latin-America’s 
dullest after-dark spots. Granada 
Grill, which has a fairly good Cuban 
outfit, gets the smart set and the 
international crowd, especially on 
Saturday nights. In season, La Reina 
has an imported show and Embaja- 
dor boasts a small unit. El Bolero. 
opened two years ago, is the only 
equivalent of an all night spot and 
Monte Carlo, located in the Cine 
Colombia gets the younger set. 

But the cahacos, Bogota’s men- 
about-town, still prefer their cafes 
where a tinio of Colombian coffee 
siill costs only three cents and gossip 
which is the town’s top diversion, is 
free. 


(Third of a series on postwar show 


rights to “Nebbe Sur Mare,” last pic- 
ture made in Europe by Viveca Lind- 
fors, have been acquired by Lester 
S. Tobias. Film was produced in 
Rome, with the star playing an Ital- 
ian role. 

Picture will be released in this 
country as “Sea of Fog,” with Eng- 
lish dialog. 


MPEA’s Viennese Neon 


Vienna, Sept. 9. 

Plugging itself and its eight mem- 
ber U. S. film companies, Motion 
Picture Export Assn. has erected a 
huge neon sign over its building in 
Vienna. Spectacular, which is 125 
feet long, has letters three feet high 
spelling out MPEA’s name and trade- 
marks of the major American dis- 
tributors. 

Understood that since the Ameri- 
can film companies can’t get their 
money out of Austria, they decided 
to use some of the blocked funds to 
advertise themselves. A special per- 
mit had to be obtained to import the 
neon from Germany. 








FRENCH MEX DISTRIBS 


Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
French pix are being distributed 





Mexico, organized and 
‘registered here exclusively for that 
purpose. 

| Company is composed of Enrique 
| Fienert, Manuel Trilli and Alfonso 


biz trend in Latin America,) » « ‘| Villela, all of Mexica City, ’ 


Robey Turning Legit 
London, Sept. 16. 

Comedian George Robey, at 78, 
(encouraged by his success as 
Falstaff some years back), is to 
have his first serious role. 

Billed for so long in vaude- 
ville as “The Prime Minister of 
Mirth,” he is to play a real 
Prime Minister in Archie Men- 
zies’ new comedy, “Boomerang,” 
vehich his wife, Blanche Littler, 
is presenting in the West End in 
October. 


Dane Pix Imports 
At $1,000,000? 


Copenhagen, Sept. 9. 
While nothing official is known as 
yet as to the amount of money the 








payment of foreign films in the new 
fiscal year starting Sept. 15, it’s un- 
derstood that authorities will only 
earmark 4,000,000 kroner ($1,000,000) 
for picture imports. In an effort to 
win more favorable terms from the 
government, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s London rep Fayette All- 
port has been holding extended 
huddles with state officials as well 
as U. S. distribs’ local branch man- 
agers. 


Reportedly the U. S. majors will 
be allocated haif the sum to be set 
aside with the rest going to inde- 
pendent buyers of films, both 
American and European origin, 


and not on a percentage basis. Take 
of foreign film imports this year 
amounted to 10,000,000 kroner ($z,- 
500,000) so the anticipated cut is a 
considerable one. However, the film 
industry appears to be in the.throes 
of a postwar boom here currently 
and it’s expected that in the near 
future theatre attendance will level 
off. 


Appeal of American picures to 
Danish filmgoers is pointed .up by 
extended runs of such product as 
Walt Disney’s “Bambi” at the Metro- 
pol, 20th-Fox’s “How Green Was My 
Valley” at the Alexandra and War- 
ner’s “Meet John Doe” at the Grand. 
These pix have run for months, 
creating a serious film backlog 
awaiting firstrun outlets. 


Salzburg Theatre Set 
For Pic Studio Pro Tem 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

The Festspielhaus in Salzburg, 
Austria, is being turned into a stu- 
dio by the newly formed Salzburg 
Motion Picture Co. until it can com- 
plete arrangements for another stu- 
dio, the War Department announced 
here. Military Government officials 
are considering production of part 
of the Anglo-American Newsreel 
(Welt im Film) in Vienna. 


Of American films, “Jane Eyre” 
has been very well received and 
“Holiday Inn” has been doing record 
biz in Vienna, says the Army. Also 
/seen recently in Vienna were “Going 
My Way,” “Adventures of Mark 
Twain,” “Union Pacific,” “Lost An- 
gels,” “Louis Pasteur” and “Kitty 
Foyle.” 

Reports from the French zone of 
Austria show that the following 
have done well in Innsbruck: “Gen- 
tleman Jim,” “Dangerous Journey,” 
“Holiday Inn,”,“Young Fom Edison,” 
“It Happened Tomorrow,” “Wing and 
a Prayer” and “Ziegfeld Girl.” 











Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 16. 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (15). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (21). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (34). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (3). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (10). 
“Deep Are Roots,” Wyndhams (10). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (7). 
“Ever Since Paradise,” News (15). 
“Girl Quite,” St. Martin's (4). 
“Here There,” Palladium (24). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (33). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (15). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (5). 
“Noose,” Saville (13). 
“Off the Record,” Apollo (15). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (20). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (1). 
“Peace In Our Time,” Lyric (7). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (126). 





in Mexico by Francia Films de) 
officially | 








“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (27). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (22). 
“School Spinsters,” Criterion (1). 
“Separate Rooms,” Strand (4). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (72). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (22). 
“Trespass,” Globe (9). 

“Worms View,” Whitehal? (20). 





Danish government will release for | 


Bermuda Runaway Costs Hit Tourists; 
Radio Station ‘A Glorified Jukebox’ 





‘J3,’ FRENCH JUVE HIT, 
SLATED FOR BROADWAY 


Paris, Sept. 16. 


Roger Ferdinand, prexy of the Au- 
thors Society, is prepping to have 
his hit play “J3,” dealing with the 
young generation, done in N. Y. by 
English speaking French actors. 

Play, directed by Henri Vonnieres, 
will be acted by a cast headed by 
Edith Laurac, Nicolas Vogel, Jacques 
Emmanuel and Claude Lacloche. 

“J3” is the number printed on ra- 
tion cards of youths, whose current 
tendency to operate on the bljack 
market and act as grownups is ridi- 
culed in the play. 


Metro’s Subtitled ‘Sea 


Of Grass’ Favored In 





Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
New attendance records in several 


non-dubbed “Sea of Grass” (Hep- 
burn-Tracy) confirm Metro’s deci- 


of flms booked for this capital. 

Latin audiences have been highly 
critical of the dubbing since it was 
introduced here several years ago. 
The most frequent complaint was 


that movements of the actors’ lips 
often were not synchronized with 
the dialog. 

M-G films scheduled for the in- 
terior will still be dubbed because 
the high illiteracy rate in many 
parts of Mexico sometimes bars the 
use of subtitles. This assignment, 
however, will be carried out by 
name Mexican actors in Mexico City 
instead of in New York or Buenos 
Aires. 

For a long time Metro was the 
leading exponent of dubbing, with 
nearly all other foreign companies 
clinging to subtitles. 


J. Arthur Rank 
|sented a film here in which only 
| background voices were dubbed 
| while actors’ lines were subtitled. 
| The film met a_ very favorable 
|response but most local exhibitors 
|agreed the process was not adapt- 


able to every picture. 


G-B’s SRO With Ballet 


Cues New Trend for Pixers 
London, Sept. 16. 


Gaumont-British Picture Corp. has 
made an experiment that may have 
far-reaching results, in view of the 





recently pre- 





imminent shortage of films. At its 
State theatre, Kilburn (a London 
suburb), which with a_ seating 


capacity of 5,000 is the largest pic- 


the International Ballet Co. for one 
week. 


Most of the seats, priced at $1.50 
top, had been booked well in ad- 
vance and hundreds had to be 
turned away at the opening per- 
formance, Sept. 8. Top price when 
house was used for showing films 
was 75c, and profit at end of the 
week was estimated at $32,000, which 
is double normal receipts. 


This triumph of flesh over cellu- 
loid may induce other circuits to 
follow G-B’s example, especially as 
the country during, and since the 
war, has shown a marked predilec- 
tion for ballet. Vaudeville, too, may 
come into its own again, as many 
of these neighborhood houses used 
to run three to four hour shows of 
film and stage acts. 





Mex Firstruns Find They 
Can’t Shade Price Scales 


Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
Firstrun houses here are standing 





pat on nixing civic fathers’ plea that | 


|they slash their admittance charge 


of 80c, the highest ever here, for a | 
| pic's first week, and 60c for the rest | 


of the booking. 


Exhibs made it plain that it’s im- 
possible to pare their prices. High 
operating costs, taxation, wages, and, 
of late, very expensive electricity, 
either buying it or installing and op- 
erating generating plants, allow 
them a small return, they.say. | 


Mex City Over Dubbing 


Mexico City theatres showing the | 


4M, sion to drop Spanish dialog ‘dubbing | 
which are bought for a fixed price | PP 8 


ture house in Europe, it presented | 


| women only: audiences. 


By SEYMOUR SIEGEL 
Director, WNYC, N. Y. 
Beimuda, Sept. 9. 

Bermuda two years after the war 
is highly commercial and the cost of 
living (for the tourist) is out of this 
world. Despite ballyhoo by Ber- 
muda Trade Development Board, 
summer tourist trade was off 60%, 

Prior to the war, Bermuda de- 
pended upon the Monarch and Queen 
of Bermuda, and other shipping. 
The recent burning of the Monarch 
|in England is considered a catas- 
|}trophe by Bermudians. Four air- 
lines now provide daily service to 
Bermuda. The recently instituted 
Colonial Air Service is using sock 
showmanship in competition with 
ithe long established Pan-Am®. Co- 
lonial’s Jean Baumer was recently 
picked as the best-looking steward- 
ess in all American Airlines while 
Ted Waugh and Mal Martin are 
drumming up goodwill on the island, 
Latter is particularly’ well-liked 
|since he married into a family long 
resident in Bermuda. His wife, June, 
is social editor for the Bermuda 
News Bureau. 

Veteran Pan-Am _ resident man- 
ager Bill Burton was - somewhat 
miffed when Colonial carried Sir 
| William Stephenson, head of the new 
hotel syndicate in which Pan-Am 
has a chunk of stock. Stephenson’s 
group, in which Hilton Hotels have 
lan interest, have just taken over 
Old Furness Withy Hotels, Bermu- 
|diana, Castle Harbor and Belmont. 
| This is expected to drop runaway 
| charges and to loosen so-called re- 
| stricted clientele policies, Latter is 
‘not a concerted feeling, but general 
/impression is that the effort to re- 
| strict the island is sum total of in- 
| dividual feelings. Darrel Lightbourn, 
| young American owner of Mt. Royal 
'Guest House, is one of the staunch- 
|est believers in democratic way of 
| life scrapping to remove old restric- 
| tions. 














Station’s Moncpoly 

| Radio station ZBM is in operation 
'one year with Elaine Lambert han- 
| dling programs. H. J. Tucker, presi- 
‘dent of the Bank of Bermuda, who 
| controls the outlet, is more or less 
|ready to dispose of 30 to 40% in- 
| terest in return for good manage- 
|ment. With 8,500 receivers on the 
island, station is currently grossing 
| $65,000, which is hardly enough to 
break even. 
| Tucker gripes about necessity of 
paying Petrillo $5,000 a year in order 
to carry transcribed American net- 
work shows. He also doesn’t cotton 
to paying $1,500 a year to Society of 
Performers Rights, English equiva- 
lent to ASCAP, Station has a 10- 
year monopoly grant, and since ra- 
dio reception from U. S. is erratic 
during daytime, it provides the only 
dependable service on the island. 
Outside of transcribed American 
shows, general impression is that of 
|a glorified jukebox with little em- 
phasis on public service. 

Claudia Darrel’s Water Lot Inn in 
, Southampton is still attracting old- 
timers with dinners going for 15 
shillings ($3). Harold Gibbons’ Pink 
Beach socks $8 a portion for a steak 
dinner. Ace of Clubs and 21 Club 
are somewhere in-between. 


Jap Fems Show They’ve 
Learned of Democracy— 
At Pix Houses’ Expense 


Tokyo, Sept. 2. 

Japanese women, probably the 
quietest of the feminine species until 
General MacArthur introduced de- 
mocracy here after the war’s end, 
demonstrated last week they under- 
stand freedom of speech—much to 
the chargrin of the Shochiku cinema 
houses, 

Shochiku managers in the Kyoto- 
Osaka-Kobe districts booked a “Nor- 
mal Childbirth” flicker, shot at the 
Nagoya Imperial Univ. Medical Col- 
lege. Women immediately raised a 
| howl, chaiming the film was a “dese- 
cration of what should be something 
| sacred.” 
| Majority of the managers cancel- 
led the show, but the Osaka house 











|}opened as scheduled. Nip women 
| picketed, and the gendarmes were 
Police, after 
| hearing both arguments, finally de- 
| creed that it could be shown—but 
only once. ? 

Tokyo houses of the Shochiku 
chain steered clear of the pic until 
the resentment subsides a bit. 
They've tentatively booked it for the 
latter part of this month — with 


| Called to restore order. 
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US. Trying All-Out, All-Media Plan 
To Sell Democratic Way to Germans 


Berlin, Sept. 2. 
Uncle Sam is plugging hard to 
show the 18,000,000 Germans who 
live in the American Occupation 
Zone what democracy means and 
how 
yet in. 


Through the medium of 9,265 | 


lending libraries; 306 publishers who 
issue an average of 3,000 books, 
pamphlets and magazines a month in 


U. S. Occupied areas; 44 daily news- | 


papers with a circulation of over 4.- 


it works with the results not) 





900.000; 19 information centers with | 


a weekly attendance of 13,000: 
film producers; 962 cinema houses; 
434 legitimate theatres and five ra- 
dio stations, the Army is trying to 
build understanding and sympathy 
ideas for which the war was 
fought. 

Radio Stuttgart recently featured 
program arranged by the 
Anti-Fascist Youth Assn. whose 
members read letters written by 
teenagers who had been imprisoned 


a youth 


10 | 


Japs Nipped on Pix Dacats 
Via Juve Black Market 


Tokyo, Sept. 9. 





have been performed in Germany. | 
Samuel Barbers “Adagio for | 
Strings” was played this season in | 
Dresden; Aaron Copland’s “Appala- 
chian Spring” was well received in 
Augsburg in his “Prairie Night and 
Celebration Dance” in Berlin. The 
“Suite for Flute and Piano” and 
Symphony No. 1 by Harrison Kerr 
were performed by important or- 
chestras in Berlin. Composers David 
S. Smith, Quincy Porter and David | 
Diamond have been given a good 
press for their work. 





Legit As Force 


Recently nine important legit | 
}erttics were queried by Military 
Government's Information Control 


in an internment camp between 1933 | 


and 1945. Anether program consist- 
ed of five lectures on the root 
causes of Nazism and explained 


their propaganda techniques. A spe- 
cial review outlined U. S. foreign 
policy. A political roundtable, un- 
rehearsed, consisted of talks by rep- 
resentatives of four political parties 
who discussed the question “Should 
Politics -Be a Profession?” Conclu- 
sion was that politics must serve the 
public interest 

Radio Bremen broadcast a politi- 
eal roundtable dealing with denazi- 
fication and demonstrated why it 
was indispensable to a democratic 
Germany. “Rundfunk in Ameri- 
kanischen Sektor,” 
licensed station, sent out a _ bio- 


Berlin’s U. S.-' 


graphical sketch of Harold E. Stas- | 
sen in the program “Names in the | 


The same station is giving a 

“America Looks at Itself” 
which highlights such subjects as 
the “code which guides U. S. press 
correspondents” and various other 
professions. 

The entire U. S. Zone network 
carries daily announcements report- 
ing the arrival of food ships from 
the states at Bremen and Emden. 
statements by U. S. and British of- 
ficials. policy pronouncements and 
feature dramatizations. 

Radie Munich Scores 


Munich scored a winner 
broadeasts from 


News.’ 
series 


Radio 
with on-the-spot 
the courtrooms at Nuremberg, 
Dachau and Buchenwald. In & 
series “Never Again War,” the sta- 
tion broadcast the story of the IG. 
Farben Industry’s role as the back- 
bone of the German war machine. 


In order to increase the size of 
listening audiences, balanced pro- 
grams based on studies made in the 
U. S. by major networks have been 
developed. A percentage breakdown 
of time devoted to types of programs 
over Radio Frankfurt, largest in the 


U. S. Zone, shows that 30.8% is de- | 


voted to general music, 84% to 
chamber music, 8.7% to world news 
and news of Germany, 6.4% to local 


news, 68° to the “Voice of Amer- | 


ica.” 51% to missing persons, 
2.1% to radio plays and the rest 
to commentaries, church services, ’ 


women and children’s programs, etc. 


As to book publishing, for the first 
time since VE-Day a German book 


in an edition of 100,000 copies was | 


published in the U. S. Zone. Entitled 
“Helden Ohne Waffen” (“Heroes 
Without Weapons”), the book was 
published in Berlin on newsprint 
stock and sclls at one Reichsmark 
(a5out 30c.) per copy. The volume, 
which was recognized by the War 
Dept. reorientation authorities as 
one of the “clearest accounts of 
German lite in the era of concentra- 
tion camps,” is reported to be selling 
fast. Normal book circulation dur- 
ing the Occupation averages be- 
tween 5,000 and 20,000 zopies. 

Some of the important books pub- 
lished last month in the American 
Zone were “Alte Amerikanische 
Dokumente Zur Demokratie” (“Old 
American 


Rise of the New. World”): 
Foundations of Morality”); “Frei- 
heit and Wuerde des Menschen.” 


“Stimmen aus Drei Jahrtausenden” 


‘“On Liberty and the Dignity of 
Man.” “Voices of Three Thousand 
Years’), 


The average German doesn’t care 
Particularly for jazz but the better 
American music pleases him. In the 
pést two or three months the works 
of a number of American, composers 


Branch on the question of whether 
they believed in the effectiveness of | 
the theatre as a force for education | 
in democracy. They replied unani- 
mously in the affirmative, and 
Singled out “Skin of Our Teeth” and 
“Nathan the Wise” as the best within 
these brackets. 


During June, final month in the 
theatrical season, there were five 
premieres of American plays in U. S. | 
areas. “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
opened simultaneously in Frankfurt 
and Hamburg, “Saturday’s Children” | 
at Nymphenburg, “Voice of The 
Turtle’ and “Pursuit of Happiness’ 
at Heidelberg and “The Patriots” at 
Hesse. 

These five plays brought to 35 the 
‘total number of American dramas 
presented in Germany during the 
last two years, 24 of them enjoying 


“Biography” | 
marked its 100th consecutive per- 
formance in Berlin and will reopen | 
in the fall. “Ah Wilderness” was 
sold out weeks ahead in Berlin. 


As to films, some of the features | 
which have had long runs here in re- 
cent months are “You Can't Take It 
With You;” “Laura;’ “Keys of the 
Kingdom;” “Adventures of Mark | 
Twain:” “Shop Around the Corner,” | 
“All This and Heaven Too;” “Anna | 
and the King of Siam;” “Gaslight,” | 
and “Two Years Before the Mast.” | 
All of these have been synchronized 
in the German language and are all 
the more popular for this reason. 

British and U. S. Military Govern- 
ment are engaged jointly in produc- 


{ 


t 
| 


| dustry discloses that 


: |dependent producers. 
| generally successful runs in all four | P P 


, Zones of Occupation. 


| which 


Japan’s black market has extended 
to the cinema. 

With shows enjoying their biggest 
beom of all time, SRO signs go up 
early after the doors open. Result 
is, kid gangs now queque up early 
in the a. m. and scalp their ducats,. 
getting 100 yen ($2) for their 30 yen 
(60c) pasteboards. 

Customers have voiced beefs to 
management and newspapers that 
they’re out of luck unless they’re in 
line by 6 @& m. 





Chile Pix Setup 


Saved by Spain 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
Chilean film production industry 
has got into such bad shape that the 
No. 1 firm, Chile Films, was saved 
from bankruptcy this year only by 
a deal made with Spain which pro- 
vides for an exchange of pictures, 


giving Chile Films product to dis- | 


tribute, U. S. Commerce Dept. re- 
ports. Early this year, the Chilean 
government also suggested that some 
large American company either rent, 
purchase or help finance the Chilean 
outfit. Nothing has come of this, 
however. 

A study of the country’s pix in- 
released there last 


features were 


year, most either produced by Chile | 


Films or made in its studios by in- 
Despite the 
fact that this was peak for the coun- 
try it failed to provide enough 
product to mske the industry finan- 


{cially successful. Hence the trouble 


came to a head early this 
year. 

The Commerce report. like a re- 
cent one on the Argentine industry, 


emphasizes the new popularity being 


British pictures being shown in that 
market. 

As of Jan. 1 last, Chile had 312 
theatres with a seating capacity of 
271,126. This is an inerease of 49 
theatres since 1940. 


a 


LEGIT ‘TORMENT’ SET 


jing a newsreel called “Welt im} FOR STOCKHOLM SKED 
Film” (“World in Film”) which is | 7 

presented at 2,000 cinema houses | ; _ Stockholm, Sept. 9. 
every week in both zones and in| Legit version _of the hit Swedish 
May passed the two year mark. | film, “Torment,” reportedly is be- 


'parture in German production tech- 


Documents on Democ- | 
racy”); “USA—Geburt and Aufsteig | 
der Neuen Welt” (“USA—Birth and | 
“Die | 
Grundlagen der Sittlichkeit” (“The | 


Under Military Government scrut- 
iny, the German film industry is pro- 
ducing the first postwar feature film 
entitled “Between Yesterday and 
Tomorrow” at Munich studios, with 
an all-star cast, which is a new de- 


nique. Two other full length fea- 


}tures, “Above Us the Sky” and “Long 


Is the Way.” will shortly go into pro- 


Berlin. 


Documentaries produced in the 
U. S. and with sound tracks added 
in German studios have proved 
highly popular. Some of those with 
the longe-t runs include “Mirror of 
Submarine Life,” “Jefferson of Mon- 
ticello” and “Alaska Tour.” 
rently, “Lessons in Living” 
“People’s Bank” are being synchron- 
ized together with “Suspicion,” | 
“Random Harvest” and “Lost Angel.” | 


RKO Lahore Exchange 
Burned, Manager Killed 


RKO exchange at Lahore, India. | 
has been burned to the ground and | 
R. K. Sharma. manager there, has | 
been killed, according to word re- 
ceived at the homeofiice from Chas. 
O. Julian, company’s manager for 
India. 

No other details were received but | 
it's believed that destruction of the 
exchange building and death of 
Sharma was part of rioting that has 
been going on in India in recent 
weeks. 





— | 


Segal to Scandinavia | 
Paris, Sept. 16. 
Jack Segal, veepee and treasurer 
of Columbia Pictures International 
'Corp.. who recently arrived from 
Rome for a brief stay, has left for, 
a tour of the Scandinavian countries. | 
He previously had visited London. 
| Segal is accompanying Josec: Mc- 
Conville, Columbia's foreign chief, | 
ona European junket surveying in- 
dustry conditions and company ex- 
changes. Pair left the U. S. about a 
month ago >. vesror ( 5 it 


Cur-|} won only mild 
and | Two. Three.” patchy. intimate revue 
| Starrmg 


}club in’ Buenos Airesy ' ¢@ 


ing done by Ingmar Bergman, author 
of the screenplay. Upon completion 
| of the script, piece will be presented 
iat the Studio theatre in Oslo. 

“Torment.” which starred Alf 
| Kjetlin and Mai Zetterling, was well 


|Teceived in the U.S. Anoiher play 
iby Bergman. 


“Mig Till Skrack” 
(“Dread of Me’), is down for a late 


| winter preem at the City theatre, | operas 


_duction at the Tempelhof Studios in | Gothenburg. 


| ‘One, Two, Three,’ ‘School’ 





In Mild London Bows 


London, Sept. 16. 
Brace of legit entries last week 
receptions. “One, 


Binnie and Sonnie Hale, 
was generally well received but gal- 
lery was restive at its premiere at 
the Duke of York’s Wednéscay (10) 


and success of the offering is prob- | 


lematical. 

“School for Spinsters,” comedy 
drama by Roland Pertwee, bowed at 
the Criterion Thursday (11). Well 
acted play with a farcical termina- 
tion may appeal to unsophisticated 
audiences but actually has nothing 
outstanding to commend it. 





Vauders in Mexico 
Bidding for Toppers 


Mexico City. Sept. 16 

Vaude houses here have begun to 
reach for the biggest foreign stars to 
continue lush biz that set in for them 
during the wartime boom. 

Impresarios of the historie Teatro 
Lirico, where Lupe Velez started, 
are dickering for Maurice Chevalier 
and Josephine Baker—if possible, on 
the same bill, otherwise. one after 
the other. Impesarios also operate 


the Folies Bergeres here. f 





Argentine Pacts Swedes 
Stockholm, Sept. 9. 
Swedish tenor and accordion-play- 
er Calle Jaerde and guitarist Olof 
Finnberg leave Sweden this month 
for Areentina to appear at a night- 
ci 0%! 


“at least” nine | 


| nomic position rights itself. 
} 


us of Studio 


Space Adds To 


Mexico's Already Bad Prod. Headache 





BENATZKY MUSICAL SET 
FOR ZURICH PREMIERE 


Zurich, Sept. 9. 
Corso theatre, Zurich, is prepar- 
|ing the werld-premiere of Ralph 
Benatzky’s new musical comedy, 
“Kleinstadtzauber” (“Small Town's 





a small town in Russia 
Decorations and costumes will be 


designed by Prof. Ludwig Kainer, | 
Viennese artist The leading parts 
iwill be played by Max Schipper, 


| Viennese singer; Paul Kemp, well- 
|}known German comedian. and Olgo 
Gebhard. a young Swiss actress. 


After its run in Zurich, the show 
will be played in Sweden, Great 
| Britain, U. S. and Brazil. The pre- 


}miere is expected to take place in 
| September. 


Lesit Steps Out 


_ Smartly in Zurich 


Zurich, Sept. 2. 
Legit and opera season here looks 
| to be fairly promising with more 
}than a dozen productions slated for 
|the Schauspiethaus, while an am- 


| bitious operatic schedule has been} 


imapped for the Stadttheatre. 
|Former, which officially opens 
| Thursday (11) with Lessing’s ‘Miss 


| Sarah Sampson,” one of the classical 
| tragedies of German literature, also 
| is planning the first German per- 
|'formance of John van Druten’s “I 


|achieved by the small number of | Remember Mama.” 


With the leading role portrayed by 


, the w.k. German actress Kaethe 
Dorsch, “I Remember Mama” is 
slated to epen Sept. 27. German 


translation was done by Carl Zuck- 
| mayer. First German performance 
| of Jean Cocteau’s “The Eagle Has 
| Two Heads” is also due at the 
Schauspielhaus Oct. 23 with Maria 
Becker in the femme lead. Other 
plans include Carl Zuckmayer's “The 


Captain of Koepenick,” Jean Paul 
| Sartres “Morts sans Sepulture,” 
Marcel Pagnol’s “La Femme _ du 
Boulanger.” as well as revivals of 


Shakespeare and Shaw. 

The Stadttheatre, which opened 
| the new season Aug. 23 with Puc- 
'cini’s “Turandot.” followed its in- 
augural piece with Franz Lehar’s 
“Paganini.” In the course of the 
'47-°48 season some six of the stand- 
| ard operas are expected to be per- 
{formed in addition to such new 


as Bela Bartok’s “Blue- 
| beard’s Castle.” Zoltan Kodaly’s 
'“Die Spinnstube.” Leos Janacek’s 


“Katya Kabanova” and Arthur 
Honegger's “Danse des Morts.” Com- 
| posers Franz Lehar, Johann Strauss, 
Osear Straus and Ralph Benatzky 
| will be represented with various of 
their operattas. 


ie 


‘Williams, Ealing Exec, 
Flies Home for H.0. Huddl 


Sydney, Sept. 9. 
Eric Williams, Aussie production 
i chief for Ealing here, has left by air 
for London to huddle with Michael 
,Baleon and Ealing Studios directors 
on the future plan= for the unit in 
this zone. The 75% tax imposed by 
the Attlee Government will cover 
pix made in Aussie, and the Rank- 
| Rvdge Cinesound-Pagewood unit de- 
cided to nix future pix until eco- 





Ealing was due to start “Eureka 
Stockade” here late this month, with | 
Chips Rafferty, plus a trio of British 


players, under Harry Watt's direc- 
tion. This one was to have been 
followed with “Robbery Under | 
Arms.” Ealing execs may decide on 


nixing locally-made pix if tax take- 
away stays, But a lot. will depend , 
on Williams’s report on the home | 
setup. 


‘Dream’s’ 1,000 and Out 
London. Sept. 16. 
Tom Arnoild’s production of the 
Ivor Novello musical, “Perchance to 
Dream.” closes at the Hippodrome in 
| October, shortly after its 1,000th per- 
formance Sept. 24. 
Entire company then takes the 
show to South Africa, where tt opens 
in Johannesbiirg at Christmas *'' 


Charm”), based on Nicolai Gogol’s | 
classic Russian comedy. “The Re- 
viser.” The time is 1900, the place 


+ Mexico City. Sept. 16. 


As if Mexico's production outlook 
was not shaky enough from a na- 
| tive producer’s standpoint, the Mex- 
| ican film industry now is faced with 
,a big surplus of studio space with 
| prospects of a considerable portion 
| of it going begging. There's been such 
‘an over-expansion of picture plant 
facilities that somebody seems sure 
| of getting burned. It’s simply a case 
of having too many'studio stages for 
the number of ‘eature pictures that 
Mexico’s industry can absorb 
| Figured that 60 feature pictures 
per year is about tops for Mex-pro- 
duced films that can find the nec- 
essary market. That total might be 
upped to 66 if six U. S. productions 
are turned out here. This would give 





annually since there are now 58 
stages avatlable or will be before the 
end of the year, or approximately 
twice as many as in recent years. 
Such a production setup looms dis- 
mal enough but ft’s further com- 
plicated by the fact that Mexicrn 
producers are prone to curb their 
annual program of feature films 
rather than expand. They still have 
} some 50 pictures, produced over the 


last eight years, that never have 
been exhibited. With such a dead- 
weight confronting them and pos- 


| sibility that many of them will have 
| to be written off as almost complete 
|} losses, native producers naturally 
are going slow on all future produc- 
tion. 

An added production headache for 
Mexico is the difficulty experienced 
with studio unions. Jurisdictional 
disputes halt production almost 
/every other day, with two big 
unions in Mex plants constantly try- 
ing to get the upper hand 





NY. Exhibs Form Foreign 


| Import Firm; French Pic, 
| ‘Ramuntcho,’ First Product 


Michael Hyams and Joseph Green 
|operators of the City and Irving 
| Place theatres, N. Y., and the Hop- 
kinson, Brooklyn, have formed a new 
| foreign film distributing company 
| known as Globe Film Distributors, 
Inc. As a showcase for their im- 
| ports, pair is currently negotiating 
| for a house in the Times Sq. area. 
Hyams, member o° the British 
Hyams family long identified with 
the film business, who has become 
'an American ceitizen,. has been 
abroad since early August lining up 
| product for the new firm. His first 
} acquisition is the French film, “Mar- 
| riage of Ramuntcho,” produced by 
Annet Badel in Agfacolor. Hyams 
purchased the U. S. rights from 
| Films de France, while the Rank 
| Organization holds the United King- 
' dom franchise. 


STRATFORD TO LONDON 
IN FIRST SUCH TREK 


London, Sept. 9. 


For the first time on record, the 
governors of the Shakespeare Mem- 
| orial theatre have given permission 
| for their Stratford-on-Avon Festival 
Co. to play away from their en- 
vironment. 
| A limited season at His Majesty’s, 
| London will include three of the 
current repertoire. opening Oct. 2 
with “Richard HU,” featuring Robert 
Harris in title role, followed by 
“Twelfth Night” with Beatrix Leh- 
mann as Viola. “Romeo and Juliet.” 
the third production, will show 
London the youngest Juliet—18 year 
old Daphne Slater who caused con- 











siderable controversy among the 
critics by playing the character as a 
child of 14 (‘as Shakespeare in- 
tended). 


Presentation, by Sir Barry Jack- 
son, the Festival director, brings him 
back to management in the metropo- 
lis for the first time in 15 years. 


Radio’s ‘Sourabaya Sue’ 
Goes Back to Singapore 


Sydney, Sept. 9. 


“Sourabaya Sue” (Mrs. Muriel 


|Pearson) is returning to Singapore 


‘after short Aussie looksee. “Sue” 
‘did not find a broadcasting spot here. 
Nor did she find any lecture book- 
‘ings. Femme, prior to Aussie trip, 
| broadcast for the Indonesians. 


| Understood Aussie immigration 
|authorities nixed permit to stay 
liongés tv F wind west 
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The Unsuspected 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


Warner Bros. release of Michael Curtiz 
Charles Hoffman) production; associate, 
Jeorge Amy. Stare Joan Caulfield, Claude 
Rains, Audrey Totter, Constance Bennett, 
Hurd Hatfield, Michael North; features 
Fred Clark, Harry Lewis, Jack Lambert. 
Directed by Michael Curtiz. Scteenplay, 
Ranald MacDougall; adaptation, Bess 
Meredyth; from a story by Charlotte Arm- 


strong; camera, Woody KBredell; music, 
Franz Waxman; editor, Frederick Rich- 
ards. Tradeshown Sept. 11, °47. Running 
time, 103 MINS, 

Matilda Frazier.......cee0s Joan Caulfield 
Alexander Grandison,...««+-- Claude Rains 
Althea Keane......cce-+-00-/ Audrey ‘Totter 
Jane Moynihan........ Constance Bennett 
Siligee- OMMMEN fo .c sc icas cus Hurd Hatfield 
Steven Francis Howard....Michael North 
Richard Donovan....-cccscesss Fred Clark 
NP res Peis te eee Harry Lewis 
Ot: Prete. isa Viass ches ..dack Lambert 
Donovan's Asistant.,......... Ray Walker 
Mirs. White..<....ccccccssess. Nana Bryant 
Justice of the Peace....... Walter Baldwin 


“The Unsuspected” marks the ini- 
tial Michael Curtiz production for 
Warners via his own unit. Mys- 
tery drama has class production, in- | 
teresting development and is loaded 
with thrills and suspence. Boxoffice 





outlook is good. Cast names are 
familiar and performances sturdy. | 

Curtiz has packed yarn with | 
plenty of rugged action thrills, de- | 
spite society setting. Two chase se- 
quences are especially humdingers 
for audience chills. Story deals with 
suave mayhem, with murderer 
Claude Rains known from the open- 
Directorial tricks, light- 
ing and mobile camera are strong in 
maintaining the atmosphere. 

Plot workings are not as clear as 
they could have been but motivation 
of principal characters is followable 
as scripted by Ranald MacDougall 
from a Bess Meredyth adaptation of 
the Charlotte Armstrong story. 
Rains is seen as radio narrator of 
murder mysteries who’s not above 
making his stories actually true. An 
apparently suave, kindly soul, he’s 
unsuspected in the death of his sec- 
retary, niece and latter’s husband. 
He meets his downfall, though, 
when he attempts to kill another 
niece and her boyfriend. 

Rains pulls out all his thesping 
tricks to sustain the character, and 
makes it believable. Joan Caulfield 
is good as the rich, troubled niece 
who believes in her uncle’s good- 
ness. Audrey Totter and Hurd Hat- 
field show up well as the murdered 
pair, and Constance Bennett peps up 
assignment as a radio producer. 

Picture introduces Michael North 
under the Curtiz banner. Young ac- 
tor is not new to films, having 
worked under another name prior to 
the war. He makes a good impres- 
sion as Miss Caulfield’s friend, 
whose suspicions of Rains are finally 
responsible for justice being served. 
Fred Clark, Harry Lewis. Jack Lam- 
bert and others round out the good 
cast. 

Charles Hoffman draws producer 
credit on the Curtiz production, 
with George Amy as_ associate. 
Mounting is handsome, with tasty 
art direction and set decorations 
that give Woody Bredell’s standout 
lensing a smooth physical target. 
Franz Waxman’s music score is good. 

Brog. 


Ride the Pink Hoerse 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Tiniversal-International release of Joan 
Harrison production. Stars Robert Mont- 
gomery; features Wanda Hendrix, Andrea 
King, Thomas Gomez, Fred Clark, Art 
Smith. Directed by Robert Montgomery. 
Screenplay, Ben Hecht, Charles Lederer; 
osed on novel by Dorothy B. Hughes: 
camera, Russell Metty; music, Frank 
Skinner; editor, Ralph Dawson. Previewed 
in Hollywood Sept. 9, '47. Running time, 


100 MINS. 

Sere Ae «es.+- Robert Montgomery 
pO” eee: Peek Oe ee Thomas Gomez 
to SOP et rr ee a eee Rita Conde 
pS PETG te: ta TET AP eEe tris Flores 
TS a ee Fit owen Wanda Hendrix 
Wee MI So Se Cie eee Grandon Rhodes 
OS PET Se Tito Renaldo 
pe A a eee Richart) Gaines 
I 25.0 G4 6X bce 6 cs 646 OS Andrea King 
Sn Ms 46s Su Kaod oh + taacees ee Art Smith 
NE. bode eons s be 4 0s Martin Garralaga 
DGGE 2 645440000 s FARE 48 Edward Earle 
MEE. Carte dh do saiedss 64% 5 Harold Goodwin 
Deven GREE Sco sse Sh owen Maria Cortez 
NN CA 6h Sead s inde ehh Gave Fred Clark 


“Ride the Pink Horse” hides its 
tough melodrama under an odd 
litle. It’s a suspense thriller that 
features unconventional casting and 
sturdy performances. Story lends 
itself to exploitation that will be 
needed to garner good ticket sales. 

Production has given thriller story 
a background that heightens sus- 
pense, and Robert Montgomery, in 
dual function of star and director, 
takes every advantage of plotting to 
hold spectator interest. The Ben 
Hecht-Charles Lederer script is nifty 
melodrama writing, and lays _ its 
story of violence against colorful 
fiesta background in a small New 
Mexico town. 

Getaway has Montgomery arriv- 
ing in the town on trail of war-profi- 
tecr who has had former's buddy 
knocked off. What the shootin’s ail 
about is foggy at first but gradually 
clears. Montgomery has a cancelled 
check that ties up the heavy with 
illegal profits. He hopes to sell the 
check but, after being knocked 
@round by the villain’s strongarm 
crew, he turns the evidence over to 
the law for windup. 

Socko performance 
by Wanda Hendrix, as young Mexi- 
can girl who befrien the hero. 
Miss Hendrix has an appealing per- 
sonality and abundant talent that 
gives the character of the adolescent 
girl warmth and interest. Also reg- 
istering big is Thomas Gomez, op- 
erator of the merry-go-round with 
the pink horse from which picture 


is turned in 


gets its title. He gives a sustained 
portrayal that clicks, oe 

Fred Clark is an unconventional 
heavy, wearing a hearing aid and 
personifying the average citizen. An- 
other casting off beaten path is the 
G-man role performed by Art Smith. 
Both are excellent. Andrea King, 
femme heavy; Grandon Rhodes, Rich- 
ard Gaines, Martin Garralaga, Tito 
Renaldo, Rita Conde, Iris Flores and 
others deliver competently, _ 

The Joan Harrison production has 
a topnotch music score by Frank 
Skinner, Another major production 
factor is lensing by Russell Metty. 
Art direction, set decorations and 


other credits are strong. Brog. 
> 
Exposed 
Republic release of William J, O'Sullivan 
production. Features Adele Mara, Robert 
Scott, Adrian 4ooth, Robert Armstrong, 


Harry Shannon. Directed by George Blair. 


Sereenplay by Royal K. Cole and Charles 
Moran from original by Charles Moran; 
camera, William Bradford; editor, Irving 
M. Schoenberg. Tradeshown N Y., Sept. 
12, '47. Running time, 59 MINS. 

linea) PPOWRIOR, «++ 0d ss cn sesane Adele Mara 
Wm. Foresman, Srd.......... Robert Scott 


RNG A's 6 We ve eas ddcseenec tenet Adrian Booth 


inspector Prentice....... Robert Armstrong 


Seey Broly. .ccecsccescccecs .William Haade 
CRORES. Jo cccccguccncccatseheses Bob Steele 
BOVETAMCES: 2. cc wc ccscccecccss Harry Shannon 
Jonathan Lowell.........-. e..Charles Evans 
MUMAMAT «noc vc coscccesssccseced Joyce Compton 
Colonel Bentry....c.cceccsees Russell Hicks 
Professor Ordson.......++..+. Paul E, Burns 


Dr. Richard... ....% ...-Colin Campbell 






Big Mac...... .....-Edward Gargan 
Miss Keets...... weeeee--Mary Gordon 
WUUINOEE. Soe cdsctesecwedoves Patricia Knox 


Never pretending to be anything 
more than a lesser meller, this who- 
dunit from the Republic stables is 
OK entertainment. Picture obviously 
lacks marquee names which rele- 
gates “Exposed” to lower rung of 
average dualers where a short pic- 
ture is needed. 

This tale of a private crime inves- 
tigator (this time a femme opera- 
tive) contains the usual ingredients 
intended to baffle the audience until 
the last five minutes of screen time. 
And it succeeds fairly well. There’s 
the usual slaying. Adele Mara (Be- 
linda the investigator) is about to do 
her first checking on mysterious go- 
ings-on in an apartment when her 
new client is bumped off. After that 
it’s merely a question of how many 
will die before Miss Mara uncovers 
the actual slayer. In between a bit 
too much dialog are the gunplay and 
fisticuffs between her heavy assistant 
and the gang’s torpedo lad. Plot has 
the odd twist of making Robert Arm- 
strong. as chief police inspector, also 
the father of investigator Mara. 
Miss Mara continues to show cin- 
ema promise. William Haade does 
right by his part of tough aide to the 
feminine Sherlock. Armstrong is ac- 
ceptable as the police official. Bob 
Steele, generally in cowboy roles, is 
the hardboiled gunman. Robert Scott, 
closest approach to the male lead, 
looks well but is no signal actor. 
George Blair’s direction is passable 
if seldom. original. Wear. 


———$——_——» 


Le Mariage de 
Ramunitcho 


(The Marriage of Ramuntcho) 
(Color—Songs) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Paris, Sept. 4. 


DPF release of Films de France (Anet 
Badel) production. Stars Gaby Sylvia, An- 
dre Dassary and Frank Villard. Directed 
by Max de Vaucorbeil. Original story, 
Pierre Apesteguy; screenplay, Ernest Neu- 
bach; dialog, Andre Tabet; camera, Ray- 
mond Cluny; music, Mare Lanjean. Franco- 
Alfa-Color process. Assistant producers, 
Maurice Refregier and Yves Ducygne. At 
Gaumont Palace and Rex, Paris. Running 
time, 83 MINS. 








ads d0's Keon Ch bd boa ba ced Gaby Sylvia 
PUES 5 0 0 g0scdboatea Andre Dassury 
RPMUEID Ss cuwauteoessactnebeces Frank Villard 
a Pee cere es Pee Anne Bruslay 
CORD 5785)... Spb web 6 e406 des Jean Hebey 
Se MUP EMOMOINED. cc bcc bcc ediscevetcad Maupi 
PMUNtAMONE. 2565 6. wee ead Jean Jacques Roulf 
Ramunttcho's Sister...... Monique Delavaud 
3) Saree Arsenio Freygnac 
7. ere ree rete ye Gustave Lacoste 
Wee WORN. 454s 6 ced5%- Lucien Callamand 
men GIOEE. 5 od née cas sd facques Lemoine 
RET FOES St oe Daisy 
BAIA EN son 0s Ook Was beks sevenees Mona Dol 

This is the first tinter made in 


France, and the color is excellent. 
Film. was made in the Basque coun- 
try, on the Riviera, and studios de la 
Victorine, Nice. Lab work was done 
at Laboratories Eclair, at Epinay, 
near Paris. 

Produced against considerable dif- 
ficulties, resulting from bad weather 
on location, running short of raw 
stock, and problems involving al- 
leged color experts, the picture was 
made for about $520,000. It is an un- 
questionable success. In France, it’s 
a smash, and due to the locale and 
story, as well as the tuneful songs, 
a decided bet for all Latin countries. 
For England it is handled by the 
General Distributors branch of the 
Rank organization. 

Lab work was made possible here 
because the Germans, during the oc- 
cupation, installed the necessary 
equipment in Epinay for their own 
use and forgot to take it away when 
they left. hen the producers ran 
short of raw stock, they had to buy 
whatever they could at fancy prices, 
in odd lengths. Finally, after at- 
tempting to shoot on location in the 
Basque country, the bad weather 
made a switch to the Riviera neces- 
sary. 

Despite this, Max de Vaucorbeil 
has turned out a picture which has 
everything—colorful stery that’s 
easily understood; plenty of beauti- 
ful outdoor shots; enough love inter- 
est; tuneful songs, and novelty of 
color, 





Yarn shows Andre Dassary, popu- 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Unsuspected” (WB). 
Mystery drama done in the Mi- 
chael Curtiz manner. Good b.o. 

“Ride the Pink Herse” (U-I). 
Tough melodrama plot hides 
under creampuff title. Exploite — 
able for good returns. 

“Exposed” (Rep). Adele Mara, 
Robert Armstrong in_ lesser 
whodunit; minor dualer. 

“The Marriage of Ramuntcho” 
(color-songs) (French. (DPF) 
Romantic drama sure b.o, for all 
Latin countries. 

“The Case of the Baby Sitter” 
(SG). Weak detective yarn, 
running only 41 minutes. 

“Russian Ballerina” (Songs) 
(Russian) (Artkino). Story of 
Leningrad ballet okay for art 
situations. 








lar singer here in musical comedies, 
as a man of the Basque country, who 
like most of the men on the Pyrenees 
Spanish border, is engaged in con- 
traband. His love for comely Gaby 
Sylvia strikes a temporary snag 
when Frank Villard, a handsome 
painter, falls for her when he tours 
the country. To win her he mixes 
also in contraband but when the cus- 
tom officers catch the gang, bad man 
Jean Rouff wounds one of them and 
Dassary takes the rap and is jailed. 
Of course, he finally gets cleared and 
gets his gal, while Villard consoles 
himself by painting the beautiful 
countryside. 
Dassary, as Ramuntcho, has a part 
which permits him to warble plenty, 
Gaby Sylvia is a very personable 
Maritchu, and Frank Villard, as the 
third corner of the triangle, gives an 
excellent account of himself. Bal- 
ance of the cast is very good. Be- 
sides Anne Bruslay, Maupi as the old 
countryman and Jean Hebey as the 
bistro owner have good character 
parts. 
Rouff is very convincing as a 
bad hombre, and both priest and jail 
warden, respectively done by Gus- 
tave Lacoste and Lucien Callamand, 
provide plenty comedy relief, helped 
by Andre Tabet's witty dialog. 
Jacques Lemoine, as the officer, is 
suitably dumb to be taken in by the 
centraband experts, while Monique 
Delavaud, Mona Dol and Daisy. as 
the local females, provide local color. 
Director de Vaucorbeil, under very 
trying circumstances, has managed 
to draw all there could be from the 
simple story which is mostly a pre- 
tense to have tuneful music sun 
amidst beautiful scenery we 
brought out by the color process. He 
has wisely refrained from detracting 
attention fro the main fare and 
abstained from an arty direction or 
queer camera angles which would 
have not been in keeping with the 
material. This self-effacement in- 
sures the picture a maximum mass 
appeal. 

A couple of composer Marc Lan- 
jean’s tunes are likely to become 
very popular here. Maxi. 


Case of the Baby Sitter 


Screen Guild release of Maury Neunes 
production. Stars Tom Neal, Allen Jenkins; 
features Virginia Sale, Pamela Blake. Di- 
rected by Lambert Hillyer. Screenplay by 
Carl K, Hittleman and Ande Lamb; cam- 
era, Jim Brown; editor, Arthur Brooks.- At 





New York theatre, N. Y., week Sept. 10, 
"47. Running time, 41 MENS, 

SN 4.025.005 8960p ae she Uh ehaens Tom Neal 
ie ie Oey Pee Allen Jenkins 
ol pees oe REET ROE OE Oe Virginia Sale 
DER . occwccuy eho epivdd< +--..Pamela Blake 
SP 56508430656 0020 58% «..- George Meeker 
PEN. ch 00% 0 6b0.054%46 000.5 Rebel Randall 
Rts ose bhesbcccbdestensyiceds Keith Richards 
MEN 64556 * Scab cece FRSA Lona Andre 
BOOM ais 6s cr cced whee eae Crane Whitley 





_ “The Case of the Baby Sitter” has 
little to reeommend even for the bot- 
tom end of dualer programs. Run- 
ning time of 41 minutes makes it 
seem like an elongated short sub- 
ject but without the usual produc- 
tion care given to the briefies. Pic 








Ist Palestine Pix 


Claimed to be the first produc- 
tion of the first film studio in 
Palestine, “House in the Desert” 
has been brought to the U.S. by 
the United Palestine Appeal as 
added inducement in its current 
fund-raising campaign. A straight 
documentary, “House” is being 
paired in the UPA drive with 
‘Assignment: Tel Aviv,” another 
documentary that’s narrated by 
Quentin Reynolds, 

Despite the current bloodshed 
and political trouble in Palestine, 
neither film deals with fighting. 
Instead, they point up in simple 
but stirring style the work done 
by the Jews in vitalizing the 
Dead Sea desert and in building 
Tel Aviv into one of the most 
modern cities in the world. Be- 
cause they're documentaries, it’s 
improbable that neither of the 
shorts will get much theatrical 
distribution, although the UPA 
is now trying to book them into 
circuits in metropolitan New 
York. Technically, they're both 
g00d enough to rate such distri- 
bution. 

“House” runs 30 minutes, with 
“Assignment” running 21 min- 
utes. Both films, produced by 
Palestine Films, Inc., a new indie 
outfit in Jerusalem, are now 
running at the N. Y. Museum of 
Science and Industry. Stal. 





has been crudely assembled with 


deficient lighting, inferior camera 
work, and bare settings framing a 
weak screenplay. 7 

Yarn concerns a pair of jewel 
thieves who hire a detective agency 
to watch their swag under guise of 
guarding their baby. Another gang, 
meanwhile, is trying to hijack the 
jewels, and after a series of unlikely 
coincidences, the culprits are un- 
masked just as they're about to bump 
off the private eye’s girl friend. 

Cast does as well as expected un- 
der the circumstances with Allen 
Jenkins turning in an okay perform- 
ance as a comedy aide to Tom Neal, 
who plays the gumshoe in standard 
style. Rest of the cast grimace 
through stock parts. Herm. 


Russian Ballerina 
(SONGS) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 

Artkino release of Lenfilm praduction. 
Features Maria Redina, Viadimir Kazuno- 
vich. Directed = by A. Vv. Ivanovsky. 
Screenplay, A. Erlich and Ivanovsky; 
camera, A. Kalsaii; dances, Vv. Pon- 
omarev; songs, M. Dudin and V. Pozhdest- 
vensky. At Stanley, N. ¥., week Sept. 17, 

"47. Running time, 75 MINS, 


Sy oS 400 nercki went .Maria Redina 
Nd as hgait oe. chide on Viadimir Kazanovich 
RG BE 46 6 oads oeceéeas a Nadia Yestrebova 
Ballet Teacher.............-Olga Zhizneva 


Lubomirsky..............Vladimir Gardin 


(In Russian; English Titles) 
Despite the fact that anything Rus- 
sian is in disfavor in many sections 
of the U. S., “Russian Ballerina” can 
be exploited into good boxoffice in 
metropolitan art and language situa- 
tions. 


sence of any political propaganda. 
Film may be sold also on the 
strength of its ballet aspects. Ma- 
jor portions of appeal lies in the ex- 
cellent musical and ballet sequences. 
Terp enthusiasts will go all-out for 
the well staged and lengthy passages 
from Tschaikowsky’s “Swan Lake” 
with Galina Ulanova as premiere 
ballerina, and “Sleeping Beauty” 
with Maria Redina of the Leningrad 
ballet in the lead role. For added 
strength in its cultural apveal, lead 
male role is by Vladimir Kazanovich 
who impresses with fine tenor work. 
Film falls down in the story line, 
which is too thin to sustain interest 
on its own. Yarn is a familiar tale 
of a ballerina and a singer who 
overcome a major misunderstanding 
based upon disappointments in their 
careers as artists. 
English subtitles fail to give the 
audience some credit for intelligence. 
Any non-linguist knows that. “da” 
means yes, but even with head-wag- 
ging accompaniment that gets literal 
translation. 
Performances by Miss Redina and 
Kazanovich are creditable. Miss Red- 
ina giving a note of piquancy in her 


thesping. Nadia Yestrobova and 
Viadimir Gardin provide staunch 
support. Jose. 


Power Behind Nation 
(INDUSTRY DOCUMENTARY) 


With the blessing of Eric Johnston, 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy, who ap- 
pears in a Technicolored intro, and 
the backing of the MPA, this is the 
first of the industry-documentaries 
on current U.S. subjects. Warner- 
made subject is being sent out with 
MPA backing because the association 
felt it illustrated how productivity 
was the power that made the USS. 
the great nation it is today. Short 
(20 mins.) strives to show what 
makes the U. S. tick as a democracy. 

“Power Behind the Nation” cer- 
tainly is an improvement over many 
of the wartime documentaries that 
were supposed to sell the public a 
message. This subject never drags. 
While at times it may appear to wan- 
der a bit, ultimately it slips home the 

oint without using the sledge- 

ammer. Picture is constantly on 
the move in pointing up how cooper- 
ation, workmanship and productivity 
has built America to its present 
greatness. Because it covers all the 
many ramifications of a nation’s pro- 
ductivity, the film could well be 
shown in some other countries where 
production activity is at low ebb. 

Technicolor cameras here obvi- 
ously have made a grand tour of 
countless industries, U. S. commerce 
and its leading cities, its forests, 





fields, prairies, rivers, lakes and 
ocean fronts. Subject tries to con- 
dense American accomplishments 


from early days up to the present. 
There’s an intelligent roundup at the 
finish, showing that America today 
is united, laborer and executive, al! 
creeds and racial groups combining 
to make it click. 

_ Technically this is not Gordon Hol- 
lingshead’s best effort in this field. 
Perhaps that was because he attempt- 
ed to show too much in the limited 
footage. In fact, there seems an ex- 
cess in shifting of scene, and some 
of these do not appear to be closely 
related. Saul Elkins’ written narra- 
tion fits the subject matter nicely 
but Art Gilmore’s narration is too 
much on the breathless side. Music 
bv William Lava is superb as is the 
color. Wear. 





RAMBEAU RETURNS 


rhe Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Marjorie Rambeau, off the screen 


| for two years as result of an auto- 


mobile accident, returns to work this 
week at 20th-Fox. 


Actress draws a key role in “The 





Walls of Jericho.” 





Tax Proposal 


Continued from page 5 





ury’s nod, before presenting the idea 
to the British, would be preferable, 

Plan is based on provisions of the 
double-taxation treaty between the 
U.S. and England. Agreement, as iis 
name implies, was made to prevent 
taxation by the two countries on the 
same income. It provides that money 
earned in Britain by an Ameri- 
can company cannot be taxed there 
as income unless the company has 
an establishment for doing business 
there and, vice versa, that the US, 
can't levy an income tap on British 
earnings in this country. 

As things stand now, American 
companies have been paying no_levy 
to England on the $68,000,000 a year 
they bring out. They do, however, 
pay a 38% U.S. corporate tax on it, 

U.S. laws provide that any in- 
come tax, or “other payment in lieu 
of an income tax,” paid to a foreign 
country may be deducted from tax 
due the American government. Good 
part of this is that thus under the 
new plan the sum paid abroad 
would be taken as a credit against 
a firm’s total income tax bill and 
not merely deducted as a cost of 
doing business. That's important, 
since if it were a cost of doing busi- 
ness, it would amount to much less 
saving, as it would be deducted from 
income, before computation of tax, 
rather than from the total tax after 
it is computed. 

The double taxation treaty, as has 
been pointed out, provides England 
can't levy an income tax on Ameri- 
can companies “unless they have an 
establishment for doing business 
there.” All that remains, therefore, 
would be to set up “an establish- 
ment” there, whereupon the British 
could tax them and they could take 
the tax off their American bills. The 
British would thus be holding an 
important quantity of dollars with- 
out its costing the U.S. film com- 
panies anything. 

American firms do not have “es- 
tablishments” now in England. They 
operate there through separate cor- 
porate entities. Sudden setting up of 
such establishments, in the opinion 
of some lawyers, would be of such 
a dubious nature that it would be 
reason for getting Treasury approval 
first. 

It would be necessary, of course, 
to have cooperation of the British 
Treasury before the scheme could 
be put through. The British would 
be asked to levy an income tax on 
film earnings after the “establish- 
ments” were set up, so that the U. S. 
companies would be justified in de- 
ducting this tax payment. It might 
be necessary to ask the British to 
switch the present ad valorem tax 
(which is a customs duty) to an 
income tax to cover the provisions 
of U. S. law. 


Would Be Marked Offcet 


U.S. laws provide that deductions 
from taxes for income levies paid 
abroad cannot exceed the 38% cor- 
porate tax here. That means that if 
it were possible to get the British 
to compromise to the point of 38% 
on their present 75% tax, the Amer- 
ican companies would lose nothing. 
Even if they only reduced it to 
50°, it would be very satisfactory 
to the American companies, since it 
would then only cost them 12%. 

What companies would do if the 
British refused to compromise at all 
on the 75%—leaving the U.S. firms 
with a 37% tap ‘assuming Treasury 
okay was forthcoming)—is open to 
question. American companies, when 
the British ad valorem duty was 
first imposed, were adamant against 
an outright tax on that much of their 
income. But the situation has gotten 
grimmer and it is possible that @ 
37% compromise looks brighter now 
than it did then. 

Should Treasury approval be won 
for application of the scheme toe 
England, it might likewise be ap- 
plied elsewhere, as to the threatened 
Australian 30% permanent freeze, 
inasmuch as the U.S. law speaks of 
“a tax or any payment in lieu of # 
tax.” 

Taking credit on U.S. tax bills 
for levies abroad is already a widely 
established film *industry practice. 
It applies in Canada, for instance, 
which has a 10% remittance tax, 
which is paid by U.S. companies 
there. 

While the transfer of tax pay- 
ment from U. S. to England under 
the Mulvey plan would put an ad- 
ditional burden on U. S. taxpayers, 
industryites do not feel that to be 
justified. Inasmuch as the present 
75% levy is wholly a deal to help 
out England in a crisis, they feel 
that the cost of such aid should be 
spread over all the taxpayers rathef 
than have a single U. S. indusiry be 





the patsy for such aid. 
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OF THE MOTION PICTURE THEATRE. | 


fe every one of the theatre men who 





are playing this attraction we want to 
acknowledge the wholehearted skill and 
the great showmanship which is now 
contributing to making “Life With Father” 


the record success it is. 


WARNER BROS. 





STARRING 


LAGE WITH FATHER WILIAN POWELL-IRENE DUNNE ui 


ELIZABETH TAYLOR "rcs" vomeo unos ssi, cyst » MICHAEL” CURTIZ -ROBERT BUCKNER 
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ASCAP’s Proposed 


Seat Tax Boost 


Means Additional $2,300,000 Income 





Proposed boost in seat tax rates # 


which the American Society of | 
Composers, Authors & Publishers | 
seeks to put into effect would levy 
some $3,500,000 annually from ex- 
hibitors, ASCAP officials informed | 
theatre men last week. That figure 
represents an increase to ASCAP of | 
$2,300,000 yearly since the- Society | 
now is garnering. annual revenues | 
from flickeries of $1,200,000. 

ASCAP officials conceded that the | 
boost would vary in individual the- | 
atres between 25% and 600% de- 
pending on the size of the house and 
its present admission scales. First- 
run and deluxe theatres would be | 
hit hardest since their b.o. prices are 
at the top level. The Paramount 
group of houses, for instance, which 
now pays ASCAP $250,000 yearly 
would meet an upped charge of | 
$750,000. 

6-Month Moraterium? 

Sixmonth moratorium on the pro- 
posed 300% boost in seat taxes by | 
the American Society of Composers, | 
Authors & Publishers was asked last | 
week by a number of exhibitor 
groups in a huddle with Society of- | 
ficials. Proposal to postpone the 
announced upping of rates will be | 
considered by the ASCAP board at 
its next meeting Sept. 25. 

Exhibs argued that industry con- | 
ditions at the present time were 
chaotic in view of both the uncer- 
tain foreign ‘situation and the pend- | 
ing anti-trust appeal before the | 
U. S. Supreme Court. Expiration of | 
the half-vear stretch (beginning Oct. 
1) should find the industry in a bet- 
ter position to determine whether | 
the boost can be met and what that 
hike should be, it’s understood. 

Si Fabian, Robert W. Coyne and 
Leonard Goldenson fronted for the 
American Theatres Assn. at the hud- | 
die. Herman Levy, general counsel | 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of ‘America; Fred Schwartz, | 
prexy, and Murray Gurfein, counsel ' 


| 


| has said that, if necessary, he'll carry | 


Renoir Guides ‘Faces’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Joan Renoir was signed by Federal 
Films to direct “The Woman of a 
Hundred Faees,”’ based on a novel 
written jointly by Thomas Mann, 
Louis “Bromfield and Maximilian 
Ilyin. 

William LeBaron and Boris Mor- 
ros, producers, are reported dicker- 


ing with Greta Garbo for the top | 


femme role. 


ASCAP-MPLS. SEAT 
TAX SUIT UP IN NOV. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 





Composers, Authors and Publishers | 


| against Bennie Berger, theatre cir- | 


cuit owner, and Mrs. Jessie Jensen, | 
White Bear, Minn., independent ex- | 
hibitor, for non-payment of theatre | 
license fees, is on the federal cour’ | 
calendar here for the current term | 
and is likely to be reached for trial 
in November, it’s indicated. 
Judge G. H. Nordbye of federal 


district court recently denied the de- | 


| fendants’ motion for summary judg- | 


ment and dismissal without trial. | 
Defendants’ counsel state they'll | 
seek to have a stipulation on the | 
facts to save time. | 

Defendants contend the ASCAP |} 
tax is unconstitutional and Berger | 


his end of the fight to the U. S. Su- | 


preme Court for final adjudication. |} 


He's president of North Central Aji- 
lied as well as a circuit owner, and 
that organization is backing the 
fight against the fee. 


| 
| 








for the Metropolitan Motion Picture 
Theatres Assn.; Joseph Ubick of Al- 
lied Theatres of Michigan and David 
Newman of the Cooperative Thea- 
tres of Michigan were also at the | 
meet. 


ASCAP's attending officials were | weakness at the b. 0. may serve to job has been assigned to Jacques 


Gene Buck, Domald Gray, Louis 
Frohlick, Herman Greenberg, Her- 
man Finkelstein, Richard F. Murray, 
I. T. Cohen, Jules Collins and George | 
Hoffman. 





Pa. Allied’s Resolution | 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16. | 
Allied Independent Theatre Own- 
ers of Eastern Pennsylvania last 
week called on Attorney General 
Tom C. Clark “to promptly institute 
criminal proceedings” against 
ASCAP following. the recent price | 
hike for license fees for filmers. This | 
action was taken in a resolution | 
passed by the organization at a meet- | 
ing at the Broadwood hotel. 
At the same time another resolu- | 
tion denounced the “policy of in- 
creased admission prices on so-called 
super-productions” and urged the 
Attorney General to “institute crim- 
inal. proceedings against distributors 
who indulge in these practises.” 
The ASCAP resolution declared 


that the music licensing organization | 


“had exceeded its copyright privi- 


leges and arbitrarily cancelled per- | 
forming contracts held by motion > 


picture theatres, and at the same 
time notified the theatres of an un- 


conscionable and extortionate in- self into a very haalthy position in | (Latter 
| this respect, Rathvon stated. It’s | 
| Wise to have a big stockpile when | 


crease in license fees.” 


| Big Budgeters 


me comtinued from page 3 














company counting on 10 pix. Colum- 
bia takes second with nine. Other 
majors are as follows: RKO, 20th 
and U, eight apiece; Metro, seven or 
eight; WB, six or seven plus two re- 
issues; Par, five. Of U’s eight, two 
are British-made pix of J. Arthur 
Rank. 

Eagle Lion heads the minors with 
13 films slated including three of 
Rank’'s exports. Monogram is second 
with 11 ‘including four oaters); Re- 
public will have nine (three: west- 
erns); and Film Classics, two new 
featur& and six reissues. 

Schedules are tentatively set, of 
course, and can be upped if length 
of runs should dwindle. In all, it 


| 
| 








| 


50-Day Sked || 


Continued from page 3 ——— 


(renames 
fall and 





winter. Paradoxically, 
keep more workers employed at the | 
studio than larger grosses would. 


How It Works 


That's the result of the inventory | 


situation, Rathvon explained. If biz 
is off it means pix have less holding 
power. That, in turn, means more 
films must be fed into release, with 
a resultant decrease in size of the 
inventory. 

‘Should the inventory drop off, it 
would oceasion increased activity at 
the studio. It would likewise re- 
duee studio overhead, since that’s 
largely determined by the number 
of films in work, the more pix be- 
fore the cameras the more over 
which to spread the standing costs. 
Activity of RKO's indies also are a 
factor here. 


Rathvon said that whether there’s 
a cut in the quantity of RKO pro- 


'duction would thus depend on the | 
| level of business. Company now has | 
' an inventory on hand that will carry 


it for a vear, which he said he con- 
_siders a trifle excessive. 


Studio, which a couple years ago 
had no backlog, has been struggling 
to build it up. It finally succeeded 
during the past year in getting it- 


/costs are going up. However, he 
, added, he did not think it now a 
| ood idea to carry too heavy an in- 
; ventory, since—if expenses go down 
and it costs less to make a picture 
;next year than this—each film on 
the shelf-contains a hidden item of 
loss. 
Cost Leveled Off 


Costs have now leveled off and 
Rathvon thinks that, under the cir- 
| cumstances, there’s no where they 
can go but down. It’s going to take 
considerable time before that hap- 
pens, however, he said, since prac- 
tically all personnel is employed on 
contract, whether with the in- 
dividual himself or via a union. Thus 
it will be necessary to wait until 
contracts gradually run out and can 
be renegotiated. 

RKO has gone about the matter 


| Breen on his recent U.S. trip. Box 


| with Breen to scissorings and sub- 
The suit by American Society of | 





~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Metro’s deal for Jack Cummings to produce the biopic of (Bert) Kalmar 
& (Harry) Ruby makes the third songwriter filmusical on the Culver 


Breen Compromise 


Continued from page 3 














/up. With part of the criticism levell- | City schedule. It already released Jerome Kern's “Ti}] the Clouds Roll 
ed at “Narcissus because of the de- | By,” which the late songsmith lived to see* in its cutting-room Stage, 
piction of utter failure by a group | 274 is working on “My Heart Stood Still” (tentative title), the saga of 
of Anglican sisters in establishing @ | Richard Rodgers (now so successfully teamed with Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
school in remote India, that'll be| 214 the late Lorenz (Larry) Hart. Rodgers & Hart are the Tin Pan 
oo = ot —— ee ee ue Alley and show biz standards who have frequently been called “the 
will show Miss Ker . : ntury Gilbert & Sullivan.” 
of the failing. group) on the recelv- ae po! iy Mack Gordon, himself a songwriter of no mean potency, 
ing end of an inspirational talk by | 5. 4). associate producer of “Wabash Avenue,” saga of the late Gus Kahn, 
the head of the-order. The thesis will | snother songsmith. Michael Chodorov is now writer-producer on this 
be that it's hemem to tl -end chore, with Gordon as musical supervisor. “ 
through our failures we learn and Warner Bros. pioneered the songsmithing biopix with “Yankee Doodle 
become stronger. : ndy” (George M. Cohan), “Rhapsedy in Blue” (George Gershwin) and 
Experience with botn the Legion menor On al Moon” (Nora Bayes-Jack Norworth). WB is bullish on 
and the Joseph I. Breen office will other show biz biographicals, which are-still in the writing mill, including 
| probably lead to an established Brit-| us5- Broadway” (VARIETY’s Sime Silverman), and biogs based on Marilyn 
ish practice of shooting alternative | witier and Will Rogers. At 20th, a similarly pending chore is the Oscar 
material on any questionable picture | j4mmerstein saga which his nephew, Oscar 2d, has yet to complete. The 
as a-matter of routine, Rank officials newest, Kalmar & Ruby, tentatively has June Allyson“and Gene Kelly 
here say. That recommendation was | _ntioned as cast nominees. In real life Mrs. Ruby is the former Eileen 
made by Sydney Box, head of Gains- Percy, silent screen star, Bert Kalmar has been ailing o” late, but whether 
borough studios, who huddled with | Kelly will personate K. or R. is uncertain. 





managed to smooth the path for a 


number of British pix after agreeing Eric Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. prexy, explained this week that 


the association was sponsoring “Power Behind the Nation,” two-reel 
documentary produced by Warners, to help create a new crusading spirit 
for the American system and the U. S. way of life. He cited that ine 
creased production is the key to American power and to world re- 
covery. Johnston said that the need to produce an ever-increasing 
volume of goods to offset the destruction caused by the war is one that 
should be brought home to every citizen of free nations. 

Planned to have. 200 prints of “Power” ready for showing in theatres 
of U. S. on Oct. 11. Johnston said that this short is one of several 
| which MPA member companies plan to spensor jointly. 

The net amount over cost of production and distribution of “Power” 
will go to the Damon .Runyon Memorial Cancer Fund which has been 
guaranteed $506,000. 


stitutions. 

Box had shot an alternative end- 
ing to “The Brothers,” film headed 
for Universal distribution here, but 
didn’t disclose that fact to Breen 
while attempting to win his approval 
to the origmal tag. When Breen 
stood by his guns, Box disclosed his 
new ending and wangled the code 
administrator’s okay. 

Box also agreed to extensive scis- 
soring of “The Man Within” (retitled 
“The Smugglers” for Eagle Lion dis- 
tribution here). In “Dear Murderer,” 
another Rank opus, Breen objected 
to the actual depiction of an execu- 
tion. That'll be fixed up before the 
film hits U.S. screens. 

‘“Jassy,” new Rank Technicolor 
film which will be released by U 
before the year is up, won Breen’s 
approval without revisions. 





New York Post columnist and erstwhile Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes directed his w.k. vitriol against the film industry Monday (15) ina 
Post article which swiped at the U. S. ban on pix to Britain. Ickes 
charged the industry with taking a “business as usual, or none at all” 
attitude towards the British, adding “it is not conceivable that Great 
Britain, except as a most reluctant step, decided upon a sharp increase in 
taxes so as to cut to the quick further imports of movies and tobacco.” 

The industry decision, Ickes asserted, “was lacking in sympathetic un- 
derstanding of the tragic economic situation that today exists in Britain.” 
Question was squarely posed: food or films, and it had to be the former. 
i | Industryites, countering to the Ickes pasting, declared there was nothing 











4 ; to prevent an agreement being worked out with Britain which would give 
Cannes Festival 


her both films and food, 
Continued from page 4 =e 











Since the majors are intent on cutting overhead wherever possible, 
smaller items are now getting fish-eyed scrutiny. A possible casualty, 
and something definitely marked for some sort of downbeat, are the col- 
oréd stills of stars currently in use by flacks. It’s estimated that a set of 
color stills of a femme star cost $1,000, that of a male $600, while black- 
and-whites come to $200. 

Comparatively high cost for the photos is due to the necessity of paying 
for a full day’s time when making a set. As for the added tariff on 

femmes, that’s because their eyes are puffier in the morning so all sittings 
Bravet of Metro. He has about $2,000 | must be set for the P.M. stretch, according to flacks. Hence, there'll be 


— distrib allotted him as an ex- | less tinted stills hereafter and more black-and-whites, 
ploitation fund. 


Even before the festival opened, 
there were some difficulties as to 
who would show what. The French 


invited to z#tend, they found their 
invitations cancelled at the last min- 
ute by the impecunious organizers. 
Elias Lapinere, who handled MPA’s 
public relations in Brussels, has re- 
turned to his RKO post and the p-r. 








Long editorial plugging Warners’ “Life With Father” and _ its star, 
William Powell, appeared one day last week in the conservative Buffalo 
: ms = Evening News, an almost unprecedented gesture by this publication. 
Scenario Writers Guild wanted to Editorial, devoted largely to Powell’s stage and screen career, declared 
show Charles Chaplin’s “Monsieur |. ee A pet perl . 
” A ‘ Pre in part: “Manhattan movie critics extol Powell’s transformation, term- 
Verdoux,” whieh United Artists also} .; : ‘ : , : 
3 ; : : ing it the perfect family entertainment. In it nearly everyone will 
wanted to release under its banner. : é ‘ : ; : / 
. ; cae notice->a resemblance to something in his own family life—an opportu- 
Chaplin settled the issue by nixing nity for self-identification that helps make the world kin.” 
any showing of his picture. In an- : 


other corner, Sir Alexander Korda 
wanted to show only a montage 
made up of sequences from his vari- 





Columbia received an unlooked-for tie-in with its “Down to Earth”, 
the Rita Hayworth-Larry Parks starrer, in Erie, Pa., when Mayor Gale 
ous films. When this was rejected by H. Ross of that city proclaimed the week of Sept. 19 as “Down to Earth 
the committee Korda agreed to send | Week.” The pic opens at the Colonial in Erie Sept. 19. Taking his 
a regular picture. Among U.S. en- | CU@ from the film's title, Ross in his proclamation urged both mer- 
tries are “Dumbo,” “Boomerang,” | Chants and consumers alike to use down-to-earth common sense in 


“Crossfire” and “Ziegfeld Follies.” all dealings as a means of attaining personal social and economic 
| betterment. 





Though several American stars are | 
‘available, there will be very few of 
them in Cannes, if any. There'll be 
lots of French talent, however, head- | 


Danny Kaye's recently-inked deal with Warner Bros. provides that his 
wife, Sylvia Fine, will serve as associate producer on film he makes and 
‘ed by Maurice Chevalier, who will | will receive $100,000 per picture. Contract also gives Kaye and Miss Fine 
lact as host for the visiting celebs, | # great deal of autonomy in choice of story material, contents, other play- 
|Among the U.S. stars the French , &TS. ete. ; 

'were expecting, but not in Cannes, | . Current “trial separation” of Kaye and his wife is said to have no bear- 
are Ray Milland, Susanna Foster, | /98 on their professional association. 

| Maria Montez, Eleanor Parker, Mar- 
‘lene Dietrich, currently in Switzer- 
,land, Merle Oberon and Paul Lukas. 





Whoop-de-doo being stirred up by the Boxing Managers Guild over the 
way the poor prizefight 10%ers are maligned in Enterprise’s “Body and 
has gone back to the States, Soul” has a not unfamiliar scent of press agentry. 
as has Miss Foster). Releases from the Guild squawking that its members are depicted as 
| Closing ball at the Festival, sched- | “thieves, gangsters, fixers, contrivers and double-crossers” are by odd 
‘uled for Sept. 28, will be sponsored | ©°!ncidence going to the entire publicity mailing lists of United Artists, 
(the French National Radio. | Which is distributing “B&S.” 
| 


' 

















—y»~ 

The Chester (Pa.) Times last week began publishing a weekly film 

FI P| | guide of pictures “suitable for children” in conjunction with the Parent- 
op ay ee Association of the area surrounding the town. 

The PTA complies the ratings on the basis of ratings by Parents 
| Magazine and the Legion of Decency. 
duction programs is recognized as Section. 
‘desirable, studios feel they ¢an get | 
plenty of it in simple sets and mod- | pian ee ‘ious + ny reteset’ cna hgpntr th npecandltichrge 

on =, -eting, Jim Davis will get bigger billing than originally scheduled in 
- reap read easy on the b.r. Republic's “Fabulous Texan,” which will be released in Raiietiae. Patricia 
Lok » e purchase of a story property | Knight, who plays the second femme lead, is also due for a buildup in ads, 
fen the month was by Fox,. It | in view of her recent reconciliation with spouse Cornel Wilde. Star 
| paid $32,500 for a play by Clifford | billing still goes to William Elliott, John Carroll and Catherine McLeod. 
Goldsmith, “Mr. Cooper's Left 
Hand.” It was produced by George Booking of Warners’ T i i 
| ; ; s’ Technicolor short, “The Circus Horse,” directed by 
foe in 1996 and closed in Boston | Dick Bare, day-date in Hollywood with “Life With Father,” is part of the 
without ever getting to New York. | studio's campaign for Academy awards. Shortie was made last year, but 

Deal was started during the | COlor was lacking so the studio heid it, figuring it had a better Oscar 
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It is printed on the amusement 








constitutes probably the most costly | of economy differently than “firing , month, but just closed last week. f chance in tint. Hol ; : ; 
. ~ . —_ : , for - Hollywood engagement marks the short’s premiere. Like 
batch of pix yet turned out by the a lot of little people,” Rathvon said. purchase by Columbia of the cur-| “Father,” it will get an Acad award material bally , 
studios, Such films as “Uncon- It is making a study of per picture rent longrun legit hit, “Born Yester- ; 
quered” and “Life With Father” | cost and of the operation of all de- day.” Price is reported to be $750 | With fl: i i 
zs : ini Raga ; : 50,- | aeks feelin : axe j — : ite, tis 
must gross well over the $5,000.000 partments, including distribution and 000. plus a percentage of profits that | cluding five camaiis Gn eee eet "s ig akg a acsoacted ne 
mark domestically in order to pay exhibition, in an effort to achieve well might send the total over $1.- | ironical twist of fate is gettin a he; Rs ha ” press agent throug b 
he 2 om gine ga has a nut of pe a by increasing efficiency, he 000,000. The down payment will be Publicists are spotted in top ‘wa to te datensis hon a a 
00,0 vat. Stated, : hae : P acle 0 ve Bells, ole 
$20,000, 2 em anen , of the Union,” “Merton of the Movies” and “The Harder They Fall.” 








, divided over a 10-year period. 
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THE FUTURE IS VERY M-G-M! 


Read this report on Big M-G-M attractions which were pre- 
viewed at M-G-M’s recent Sales Conference in Los Angeles 








‘GREEN DOLPHIN STREET’ mightiest spectacular drama ever made! All advance 


reports dwarfed as we watched with our own eyes earthquake, tidal wave, shipwreck, tribal warfare in this gigantic, 
romantic picturization of the book that 20 million readers are waiting for, starring Lana Turner, Van Heflin, 
Donna Reed, Richard Hart. Truly it’s Road-show calibre! 


"GOOD NEWS" packed with Technicolor verve and joy, moves with lightning pace. Peter Lawford, 


rapidly reaching top box-office draw, is at his romantic best with June Allyson, plus brilliant young Broadway’ 
stage stars. Great tunes, excellent dancing, swell fun. Picture runs only an hour and a half which means perfect 
set-up for big Xmas and New Years turn-over business. 


"CASS TIMBERLAN E“ unquestionably vill be among the Ten Best of the Year! Spencer 


Tracy and Lana Turner are a marvelous combination in a big-time production of the best-seller that packs humor 
and humanity, luxury, love and laughter into a warmly appealing romance. It’s got everything for the millions 
: of movie-goers. A honey! 


“KILLER McCOY™ previewed at Loyola Theatre, Inglewood, California, before enthusiastic 


audience which approved new type of role for Mickey Rooney, the best that he has had since “Boys’ Town.” 
Mickey, in his new socko characterization, has terrific power, punch and vitality. This is a highly commercial 
attraction, with the important factor of an even greater screen career for Mickey Rooney. 


“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS an M-G-M musical in the “Anchors Aweigh” manner, big, 


luscious, Technicolor romance with magnificent backgrounds of Mackinac Island. “Bathing Beauty” sequences 
in spectacular aqua-show. First picture for Johnnie Johnston gives rich promise of appealing romantic singing 
stardom, teamed with Esther Williams in a suspenseful love story. Lauritz Melchior, Jimmy Durante, Xavier Cugat 
in big box-office cast. 





, 


' “HIGH WALL’... , ssn : 
exciting, tense, romantic melodrama, which we predict will be a headline box- 


office attraction. Not since ‘‘Johnny Eager” has Robert Taylor had as powerfully rugged a role and Audrey Totter, 
continuing to build to stardom, is his excellent romantic partner. Fresh direction and fast-paced handling make. 
this a really big, important box-office picture. 


wt 
“THE i RATE teams Judy Garland and Gene Kelly in a rich Technicolor Cole Porter musical 
extravaganza with provocative love story. Picture fans will royally welcome Judy Garland in an adorable singing 
role. This picture has genuine novelty of treatment and content and produced on tremendous scale is not only eye- 
filling but has outstanding musical score and is loaded with comedy and action. A great all-around entertainment. 


“ON yy ISLAND WITH You has Peter Lawford, new idol of the fans, roman- 


tically teamed with Esther Williams plus Ricardo Montalban, Jimmy Durante, Cyd Charisse, Xavier Cugat in 
a dashing Technicolor picture. The love story has a delightfully different, racy, new twist and the South Sea back- 
grounds are a perfect setting for Esther Williams’ beauty. A big, gorgeous musical for packed houses. 


“THE KISSING BANDIT’ teams Frank Sinatra and Kathryn Grayson in a big and gay 


Technicolor musical with an unusual and intriguing plot and plenty of love songs for the stars to sing. It has a swash- 
buckling theme of the inaccessible high born girl and the daring kissing bandit, with thrills and excitement 
galore. Rich, racy, romantic for sure-fire returns! A gala audience attraction. 
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Drive-In Theatres 


Booster to Realty Developments 


Kayo to New Drive-Ins 
Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

A Twin City independent ex- 
hibitor group, comprising most 
Minneapolis and St. Paul thea- 
tre owners, is planning to organ- 

e« ize its own million dollar cor- 
poration to build Drive-In thea- 


Favored As 





Drive-in theatres are rapidly re-'? 


placing super-markets as the prime | 
feature of commercial real estate de- | 
velopments. Realtors are latching on 
to the open-air flickeries because 
they're comparatively cheap to con- | 
struct and they act as a lure to the | 
shopping public. Result has been | 
that many developments which | 
stress stores and business offices | 
have had the drive-ins added to 
building blueprints. 


Technique most commonly in use 
among realtors planning new devel- | 
onments is to build the drive-ins and | 
equip them—then turn them over | 
to seasoned exhibs for operation. | 
Usual arrangement has been a mini- 
mum rental plus a percentage of the 
p> ~fits. 

While the rent and profit-sharing 
helps, main purpese is to boost the 
general value of the property and 
arm the landlerd with an added 
ts'king point on leasing his stores 
and offices. Fact that rigid building 
re tvictions and hich e-sis a*e limit- 
ing expansion of orthodox theatres 
d« ¢sn’t hurt. 

“ypical of the new type building 
orevation is that of Liggctt’s in | 
Eoverly Hills. Ouifit has pieced to- | 
gether a development, including the | 
drive-in, at 3d street and La mth | 


drive. It’s currently offering the 
theatre for lease on minnie plus per- 
centage. 











| 
20th’ s Fewer % | | 


a Continued from page 7 








m king money on its ad-sales ma- | 
teiial, Smich said. | 
Other Savings 
Although he wouldn't divulge the 
number of field salesmen laid off, | 
Smith admitted that several of them | 
had been eliminated. He _ pointed 
out, however, that most of those 
axed from the payroll had been those | 
with no definite territory assigned to 
them, such as students. In addition, 
Smith declared, 20th for years had 
overated with a grea’er number of 
film salesmen than that employed by 
any other company. With most of 
the excess eliminated, it’s probable 
the company will operate henceforth 
with its present total number. 


Indicating the extremes to which 
the film companies are going in their 
cost-savings efforts, Smith revealed 
that he’d sent orders to all 20th 
beanch offices to save as much 
money as possible on telegrams and 
long-distance phone calls. Now, 
20th’s field men will communicate 
with the homoffice. by mail wher- 
ever possible and the homeoffice and 
studio executives will use the mails 
instead of telegrams or phones ex- 
cext under emergency. 

Smith declared that he wasn’t try- 


i tions are lifted. 


|ization, equipping 


ee ing out new theatres and monopoliz- | 


tres and to keep away further 
outside opposition which already 
has started. ) 

Corporation also would be em- 
powered to build and operate 
other kind of theatres and 
amusement places and to buy 
and sell real estate. 


Twin City Indies 
Fear Invasion Of 


Drive-In Theatres 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 


SMPE’s 62d Meet Oct. 20 
To Cover Plenty Ground 


Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers, which will open its 62nd semi- 
annual convention in New York at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania Oct. 20, is 
placing special emphasis in_ its | 
|! agenda on theatre engineering prob- | 
lems in anticipation of large-scale 
building after Government restric- 
To date, 10 sessions 
of the convention's program have | 
been put aside for this subject. 

Beside SMPE members, a group | 
of theatre owners and architects will | 
also attend the convention for the | 
latest tips on construction, modern- | 
and operation of 
film houses. Among the subjects to 
be covered are theatre television, 
lighting, acoustics, safe‘y and main- 
tenance, floor covering, aircondi- Twin City independent exhibitors 
tioning and promotional displays. | held a “secret” meeting behind 
— closed doors to discuss plans to com- 
bat a threatened invasion of drive- 


Drive-ln Exhib Charges in theatres. One has just opened 


auspiciously at Bloomington. Minne- 

















. af apolis suburb, the first in the terri- 
Twin City Theatres | tory, and there are plans for four | 


‘Siifling’ Competition gr smash inaugural of the 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. | Bloomington drive-in, owned and | 

’ | Cpecated by David Flexer and Al 
David Flexc r, vice-president of a | Avery of Memphis, who are building | 
chain of drive-in theatres, here for la chain, 
the opening of his new one at 3/ neighborhood theatre owners plenty 
Minneapolis suburb, the first in the| Worried. The new drive-in grossed 


red ered ei ee _— ton jan estimated $9,000 at 60c, including 
ity independent exhibitors are try- | tax, and thousands were 


ing to throttle competition by keep- away the first four nights 


Terrific pre- opening ballyhoo for 
| the drive-in was engineered by 
' Leonard L. Levison, producer of 
(Par). Flexer claims the independ- | cartoons and ex-V-riery mugg, who 
ent exhibitors tried unsucc essfully to gave away dollars for dimes in 
keep him from obtaining his permit downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul 
and license, wrote to distributors | to determine which city has the 
urging them not to furnish him | more cautious residents. Stunt land- 
preduct, asked state authorities not} eq big front page stories with art 
to license the projeet and “sicked” in both of the Twin Cities’ news- 
health and other officials on him toO| papers. Levinson is a business as- 

| 
| 





ing the exhibiting field for them- | 
selves and the Minnesota Amus. Co. 


| increase his difficulties. He says | sociate of Flexer and Avery 


that it’s the first time he has ever There is talk among the _ inde- 


encountered such tactics and he ac- | pendents of seeking state leislation | 


cuses the Twin City independent ex- |to impede the drive-ins. The ex- 
hibitors of “lowering the business to | hibitors also complain that the state 
a carnival! level.” | highway department is competled 

Despite these efforts, Flexer says | to station a number of its police at 
he has obtained all the necessary |" ‘taxpayers’ expense” to handle the 


product. He launched his theatre last | traffic jam that the Bloomington ' 


Aug. 29. 
It is known that a number of peo- | 


| drive-in theatre is creating. 
Highway engineers held a meeting 


has got the independent | 


turned | 


ple and groups would like to build | | today (Tuesday) to solve the traffic 


new theatres, but are prevented | 
from doing so because the city coun- 
cil is on record not to issue any more 
permits and licenses. Last year North 
Central Allied urged the council to 


mess. Cars have been backed up 
|for miles on a three-lane highway 
and patrolmen have had to ban left 
turns, preventing many cars from 
entering the drive-in. 





fn to start a scare campaign in the | 


incustry. With the British market 
eut off and much of the world market 
tied up in knots, the industry must 
be prepared, however, to effect cost- 
savings measures wherever possible. 
And that, according to Smith, is go- 
ing to require hard-headed business 
techniques in all branches of opera- 
tion from here on in. 











4 
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derers and counterfeiters, but also 
represented the tops of the show 
business! P. T. Barnum, Edwin 
Booth, Sir Henry Irving, Jehn | 
E:rcsymore, Lily Langtry, the Frob- 
m °s and many more. 

Hummel was a top theatrical law- 
yer, an expert on contracts, I 
v.ouldn’t be a bit surprised to learn 
that he was the guy who put the 
sinall print in centracts that take | 
away your rights in the big print. 
It all makes ivteresting reading the | 
way Rovere has put it down. Per- 
sonally I would have loved to know 
more details how Howe & Hummel! 
got so many acquittals, instead of 
Rovere’s hinting and_ insinuations. 
I always was a guy who liked to! 
know the gimmick. 

The introducticn to this book, 
written by Judge James Garrett 
Wallace, is grand. It’s a capsule 
history of New York City in the 
early “80s and ‘9s, written witn | 
humor and understanding. The judse 
also knows his show biz. You'll en- 
joy reading about Howe & Hummel, 
the two boys that put Black in 
Blacksione, and made it pan out! 
gold, What a picture! 


continue this policy and when Ted Prior to the Bloomington drive- 


Bolnick, associate of and general 
-manager for Bennie Berger, North 


Central Allied president and inde- ; Y 
pendent circuit owner, applied for a Minneapolis and St. Paul suburbs. | 


permit to erect a new theatre both The Bloomington permit, however, 
he and Berger were roundly assailed | Y¥@5 Put through without any pub- 


and Bolnick finally dropped his ef- |Heity and wes granted before the 
forts. | indepencents had a chance to move 


: d ; | against it. 
Minneapolis has grown consider- 
ably in population since the last new City independent group attempted 
theatre was built, the federal census | unsuccessiully to put all inane 4 of 
bureau’s population estimate now be- | | obstacles’ in his 
ing 506,000. Independent leaders, 
however, still contend the city 


that had been applied for in other | 








the lengths of trying to get distribu- 





| Two Harrisburg Drive-Ins 
| Harrisburg, Sept. 16. 


| drive-in theatres, the first in this 


ps iS tors to refuse the theatre product. 
“overseated. 


;ment of $140,000. It accomodates 660 
Drive-In Building Rash in W. Pa. | cars and has projection equipment 
Pittsburgh |Similar to that o° the Radio City 
Biggest season yet for drive-in | Music Hall. 
theatres has launched a wave of out- | feet on a 55 x 58-foot screen. 
door building. and Pittsburgh area From here Flexer and Avery went 
| will have at least a dozen more by |/to St. Louis for the opening of 
| next year. Construction has already another of their drive-ins there. 
started on superstructures in Far- Z 
rell, Erie, Franklin and Butler, Pa., 
and others will get going shortly. 
| Despite some bad weather breaks at 
the beginning, takes generally at 
open-air cinemas were terrific. Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Allan N. Gamble, of Bolivar, Pa, | Eagle Lion bought 
who designed and built Carol thea- | Choice’ 
| tre there for Clyde S. Waugamann, 
is ereciing a duplicate of that house | book sale reaches 500,000. 
in Sewart, Pa., near Johnstown, for New angle to the deal is that EL 
himself and his son. retains television rights to the story | 
a jafter its screening. 
New Cal. Drive-In | ee 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
New outdoor house, the Vermont, | mp Guns: 3 Move 
will be opened Oct. 15 by Pacific | Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Drive-In Theatres, making a total of | Republic will give the green light 
‘five in this territory. Compeny has | & three pictures before the end of 
boucht three other drive-in sites and S@Ptember, making a total of five in 
will soon enlarge the circuit to eight. [wees © _ the lot, 
Houses will accommodate 800 cars a 
each. at an approximate cost of! area, have been announced by the 
| $250,000, including land, Fabian-Wilmer and Vincent organi- | 
| zation. E. G. Wollaston, manager of 
| Fabian's State theatre here, snid that 
between 700 and 800 cars will be 
erecting two $125.000 accommodated at each theatre, 


which are to be ready for opening 








EL Gets Tele Rights Too 
In ‘Beggar’s Choice’ Buy 





*, a novel by George Axelrod, 








Plans for 


in, the Twin City independent group | 
had succeeded in blocking permits | 


| Flexer has charged that the Twin | 
path, even going to | 


The drive-in represents an invest- | 


It throws its image 228 , 


“Beggar's | 
| for $75,000, plus $50,000 in case the | 


Blumenstock Says Ideal Pre-Selling 
Is to Build Up a Pic Right from Prod. 





Stepped-up showmanship to sell 
iio more widely in the domestic 


Fox Recalls 200 Workers |market is currently = circulating 
To Tee Product Splurge’ *™"¢ industry brainstrusters as one 


way to surmount the foreien box- 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. | office rap. According to Mort Blum- 
Twentieth-Fox recalled more than | enstock, Warner Bros, v.p. over ad- 
(200 departmental workers to ready | vertising and publicity, showman 
Fase iaiamhas” wabhicls oe is the art of selling pictures 
ea eg hich posers sass kan | | from the point of production right to 
ing Age.” Program for the next 30) the time when they hit the screen. 


; lis f +h somh nt | | Too often campaigns are launched to 
si a . ° . he ‘ , ; 
Gays CANS TOE Yaree se sess. comeide with opening daics. But 


lot and three more on location. Un- Bl . , 
ere | Blumenstoek opined, no matter how 
derstood a majority of the 500 work- ‘pig the ballyhoo splash is at such 


nd dropped during the August slump points, il’s too late to penetrate deep- 
will soon be back on the payroll. ly into the film-going public. 
“Flaming,” “There has to be more advance 





In addition to the pro- 





‘gram calls for “Lady in Ermine” and | thinking,” he said, pointing out that 
“Walls of Jericho” at the studio and the customers have to be brou ht 
“Ballad of Furnace Creek” in Utah, | behind the seenes for every top- 
“Deep Water” in Maine and “Call | budget production for best results, 


Northside 777” in Chicago. “Educate the public to the reasons 
| why a studio is making a particular 
| picture, why certain stars have becn 
| selected to appear in it,,and how ithe 
‘film is being made at the studio and 
} you will have showmanship that will 
| pay off,” he said, observing that such 
a process doesn’t require mcncy as 











Briefs From Lots 


Continued from page 7 = 








;20th-Fox from Paramount for one 
‘of the top roles in “The Walls of Much as much as it does new ide: 
Jericho.” Gene Fowler, Jr.,| Blumenstock rapped the welter of 
leaves this week for the Bahamas |commercial tie-ins which fetter 
to scout location for “Mr. Peabody |™any Hollywood pictures. Such 
‘and the Mermaid,” William Powell | Practices are an easy and sorry sub- 
|starrer to be produced by Nummaity | stitute for selling campaiyns and 
Johnsen for Universal-International | te9d to cheapen films unless the tie- 
Frederic Rinaldo gnd Rebert '™S are with reputable nationa'ly- 
Lees assigned to seript “Three for | Known accounts. “It was under- 
| the Money,” Abbott-Costelle comedy, |standable 25 years ago for the in- 
at Universal-International . . . Ed- | dustry to take a free ride with any 
|mend O'Brien sifned for one of the agreeable business outlet, but today 
‘leads in “Another Part of the | We're in a position to pay our own 
‘Forest.”. . .Anne 4Giwynne will play | “®Y, and we ousht to pay more at- 
second femme lead in “Panhandle” tention to our prestige,’ he said 
for Allied Artists Putting his theories into practice, 
| ie ; s Blumenstock’s department ha? map- 
oer ee Brannon will co-direct “Don, | Ped plans to infiltrate all basic com- 
ee . " » CiH-" munity groups with educational ma- 
hanger, to’ be produced by Mike teria) about forthcoming Warner 
Frankovieh at Republic...Pepe Bros. productions. Libraries? schouls, 
Romero wrote Spani h translation of | women’s clubs and similar orfaniza- 
the script for “Serenade,” which’ tions will be covered with public 
Michael Curtiz will produce in service booklets, brochures, posters 
Mexico. ..Jan Clayton s singing role | and other printed and pictorial hand- 
'in “The Snake Pit” at 20th-Fox...*% outs pointing up background interest 
| Richard Ressen to direct battle and in WB features. 
mob scenes in “Joan of Lorraine”... 
|Columbia...Luis Van Rooten plays Metro Subsidizes | 
| French lawyer in “To the Victor” at 
Showers” at Warners...Ress Ford he did not believe the amounts paid 
end Gay Nelson teamed for romance by Metro covered the costs of the 














| Ray Barens shifts from legit to make 
his screen bow in “Mary Lou” at 
| Warners...Dorothy and Ruth Cos- « ved from page 5 
tello, dance duo, signed for “April the- publishers although he indicated 
in “Blondie’s Night Out” at Colum- scouts to the pubs. A number of 
bia. | pubs used-.to maintain such scouts 
Frank McHugh for support role on their own preceding the present 
in “Velvet Touch,” first picture at downtrend in their profits. It was 
|Independent Artists...Jame Greer such a snooper, Harold Latham. of 
rejoined “Stations West” cast at RKO | MacMillan, who discovered Margaret 
after two-week honeymoon... Re- Mitchell in Atlanta writing “ene 
,public decided on a title for its Al With the Wind. . 
Pearce starrer, “The Main Street Story eds of other companies were 
|Kid”...Universal starting “Up in -already burned at Metro over its 
| Central Paik” Sept. 22, Karl ‘Tun- | | purchase of two books rather than 
beng producing and William Seiter , one out of its recent semi-annual 
directing...Phil Ford’s director stint prize novel contest, They held that 
| oe “California Firebrand.” Mente | its own rules restrained it to buying 
Hale-Adrian Booth oater, starting the arr galiger apse only. The new sub- 
Sept. 25...Helen Walker to play | sidization of publishers has brought 
James Stewart's wife in “Northside forth a long string of objections. 
'777” at 20th...Metro recreating 10- | Major point is that it “places the 
acre replica of dele Sek for se. | Whole publishing house so subsidize: 
quence. in .“Homecoming,” Clark under suspicion.” Story eds szy it 's 
Gable-Lana- Turner starrer. ~n likely that M-G may have an 
: ‘ advantage over other companies by 
Joseph H. Lewis directing “Return ; : : he 
of October,” comedy film with a page bing ct fe a gg “es 
horseracing background, for Colum- b h os oe 
hin. , @Me: Sergeul fest beraine| y the scouts, because of the pub's 
| cata in “Beales teeen Denelan aoe’ tn lg please the company and 
|duced by Martin Mooney at Colum- |" Out oe ae wt said, will grow 
bia...Paramount closed deal with ave ee 
Cinecolor for six cartoon shorts aarp ran pg Ort ap sau ph tow 
. Latin-American dance team, Ces- rumngorenge 0 “ up — a 
teuse & Merde, spotted in “Mx | wi the result that the whole story 
Leu” at Cahansieia Calvecent “Dl TY market will be subject to corruptien. 
tal Coils” formerly “The Gi aad MacKenna, who negotiaied the con- 
Smile.” 4 naw “Rises Se seeaar a tracts, took the opposite view that 
‘ re... both the publishing and film indus- 


— Journet, French thesp, will tries would be helped by the finding 
Play Joan Fontaine's husband. in of new authors. He arrived in New 


Poy ~~ from an Unknown Woman,” | York Monday (15) for a three- or 
mpart production. four-week stay, part of the purpose 
Carot Yorke’s film bow in “Letter of which, it is believed, is the 
from Unknown Woman” at U... spreading of balm on the troubled 
| Warners resumed work on “To the. tempers of other company's editors. 
Victor” after delay caused by non-!| Latter are further disturbed by a 
arrival of Viveca Lindfors’ wardrobe , change in the rules of the next con- 
|from Paris...Joe Vitale signed for test, starting Oct. 17, which wil 
the role of Sir Logris in “Connecti- | make clear Metro's right to buy up 
cut Yankee” at Paramount... | as many of the entries as it chooses. 
Michael Curtiz and George Amy Story officials of other majors feel 
prowling Northern California to find , this makes the contest more potent 
location spots for “The ‘49ers. . . ‘in keeping books from them. As a 
; Two Columbia units shooting “The result they’re readying to gang v0 
, Wreck of the Hesperus” on loeeation in an effort to get agents to submit 
at Laguna Beach...Metro using four | novels to them at the same time 
stages to film its high- -budget musi- they're entered in the M-G contest. 
cal, “Luxury Liner”...Annm Dverak In this way they figure they will have 
in “Walls of Jericho” at 20th-Fox. an opportunity to register interest 
Ricardo Cortez will co-star with with the novel’s agent, so he can 
| William _Lundigan and Jacqueline determine whether he wants to &¢- 
White in RKO'’s “Mystery in’ cept the Metro bid or wait until be 
, Mexico, i hears other offers. 
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The ENTERPRISE STUDIOS present 


JOHN GARFIELD «- LILLI PALMER 


‘Body and Soul’ 


Talinerei alate HA ZEL.BROOK Ss “atice”’ 


WILLIAM CONRAD *® LLOYD GOFF © JOSEPH PEVNEY * CANADA LEE c 


A ao 


with ANNE REVERE © oirected by ROBERT ROSSEN © Produced by BOB ROBERTS ° assum roiouen. 
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Petrillo Grants Big 


Concession To 


Indie Producers on Use of Musickers 





Hollywood, Sept. 16. * 


James C. Petrillo has reversed his 
usual tactics and granted large con- 
sideration to an employer. The 
comedown for prexy of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians comes 
to light from the negotiations con- 
cluded by I. E. Chadwick, prez of 
the Independent Motion Pictures 
Producers Assn., whereby group has 
secured readjustment on its con- 
tract with the Federation for use of 
musicians. 

Chadwick wrangled a new one- 
year pact, dated from this month, 
which will effect for IMPPA group 


French Bite Back 


Paris, Sept. 9. 
Retaliating against the British 
attitude on imports, the French 
have begun holding up in cus- 
toms what British pix are sub- 
mitted for admission here. 
Michel Fourre Cormeray, head 


of the Centre National du 
Cinema, when asked if the 
orders came from his office, 


confirmed same, explaining that 
the Board of Trade and the 
French Embassy in London are 





of 30 indie producers an overall sav- 


ing of about $60,000 in cost of music | 


for pix. 

Old contract forced the _ iadie 
group to regularly hire three orchs 
of ‘20 men each. Whenever a pro- 
ducer wanted to swell the size of 
any of the bands he had to hire 
freelance windjammers, regardless 
of the fact that either of the other 
two crews were idling, though on 
steady payroll. Under new conces- 
sion, all 60 men under contract reg- 
ularly are interchangeable, and 
hence by judicious planning the pro- 
ducers in the Chadwick corral may 
stagger their schedules so that the 
maximum can be used rotatively 
without hiring extra hands from 
ranks of the freelancers. 


7, 


‘Freeze’ ideas | 


—mum=m continued from page 6 

















tax. Indie picture financing is on a 
short-term per-film basis and income 


accruing in a frozen account abroad | 


is of no use in payin& off such debts. 
Banks would be no more likely to 


* advance coin on such a basis than 


they are now when the British mar- 
ket is closed off completely. 

On the other hand, the majors 
don’t finance each picture separately, 
but operate on general loans. In ad- 
dition, they have staffs and estab- 
lishments in England and thus could 
have use for the frozen funds in 
payrolls, paying off mortgages, etc. 
Thus it is evident that a freeze is 
much less damaging to them than to 
the indies. 

Another point which has the in- 
dies frightened is the _ possibility 
that they will have to pay an Amer- 


ican government tax on the frozen | 


coin. This would be a double blow, 
since they’d have to use up other 
money to pay a tax on income 
they're not getting. There’s con- 
siderable difference of legal opinion, 


however, on whether such a tax | 


could be levied by the U. S. Treas- 
ury. 

In the numerous meetings at the 
Motion Picture Assn. in New York 
on the working out of a tax com- 
promise, reps of the indies have 
been putting up a running battle to 
get the majors to accept a plan that 
does not entail freezing. Majors are 
perfectly willing to have some other 
scheme, but are not optimistic about 
such devices as the income tax 
Switch. Therefore, they keep tend- 
ing toward a freeze. 

Aside from attending all the meet- 
ings of the majors at the MPA on 
the tax, indies have been holding a 
flock of sessions on their own in 
New York, in their effort to find a 
solution that they can present to the 
majors and retain the united front 
now being presented. James Mul- 
vey, prez of Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions, has been the leader in this 
move. He has been meeting with 
Milton Kramer, board chairman and 
counsel for Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization, and Grad Sears, prez of 
United Artists. Last week, Donald 
Nelson, president of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Produ- 
eers, also sat in on the deliberations. 

Nelson went from New York to 
Washington for presentation to the 
Export-Import Bank of another idea 
hatched by the indies, by which 
they'd get loans to tide them over 
the crisis caused by the British tax. 





Elliot Paul East 


Elliot Paul arrives in New York 
from the Coast over the weekend. 
While east the author of the current 
best-seller, “Linden on the Saugus 
Branch,” will make final revisions 
of his English titles for the French 
pic, “Le Diable au Corps” (Uni- 
versal), 


Paul Graetz, producer of the. pic, | 


who flew to Paris recently for the 
preem there, is expected back in 
New York for confabs with Paul on 
the titles. 


now parleying to adjust the 
matter. 











Argentine Film 
Freeze Seen As 
Only Temporary 


Freeze on U.S. pix funds ordered 
last week by the Argentine govern- 
ment is only temporary and some 
arrangement for continued remit- 
tances will probably be worked out 
|by the film companies with Argen- 
| tine officials, foreign dept. execs said 
j\this week. Action by the Argentine 
}stems from the sudden ban by the 
| British on converting pounds to dol- 
|lars. As a result, the South Ameri- 
}ean government halted any dollar 
| transfers until it can make an over- 
all estimate of the situation. 

Actually, it’s -said, the freeze is 
more a future threat than a present 
one. Film companies have been mak- 
ing weekly remittances from Argen- 
tina to the home offices and, there- 
fore, no substantial sum has been 
built up. Hence the blocking doesn’t 
tie down accumulations. 

The Latinos followed the path of 
Britain but then went a step further. 
| Few weeks ago, further licensing of 
| celluloid imports was halted to slow 
idown the stream of pix” money. 
|When the government discovered 
that the Yank distribs had backlogs 
lof films which would enable them 
to continue for months without af- 
|fecting their revenues, the freeze 
'action followed. 








RKO Skeds 9 Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
RKO is sending nine features into 
work in the next two months, start- 
ing this week with ‘Berlin Express,” 
part of which has already been 
filmed on location in Europe. ; 
Schedule includes “Mystery in 
‘Mexico,’ The Velvet Touch,” “Mr. 
Blandings Builds His Dream House,” 
“The Window,” “The Boy With 
Green Hair,” “Joan of Lorraine” and 
two Tim Holt westerns. 


la.-Neb. Allied Eyes 
Rising Prices Anxiously 
In Relation to the B.0. 


Omaha, Sept. 16. 

Exhibitors in the smaller cities 
and towns and in the rural areas of 
Iowa and Nebraska are frankly 
worried over the situation. Pres- 
ident Howard Brookins of Allied’s 
Iowa-Nebraska section eyes rising 
costs of operation with anxious eye. 

Crops and livestock form the 
backbone of this section’s economy. 
Business is as good as crops and 
livestock supply and prices, and this 
year has certainly been a disap- 
pointment in crops. Corn is badly 
burned out in many areas but while 





things are bad they have been 
worse. 
Brookins says far as his own 


house is concerned, he hesitates to 
make any admission increase and 
most exhibitors feel the same way. 
However there are rising cests to be 
considered. 

Prices all along the line are ad- 
vancing sharply in the area. Food 
and all commodities are up with a 
steadily increasing figure. 

So far, there have been no great 
complaints from any seurce but in 
general people will soon begin to 
feel the increased pressure on their 
purses. 


a Continued from page 5 


other is that by playing off one area 
at a time, small number of prints is 
needed, which is a consideration on a 
reissue, 

Agnew plans the auxiliary sales 
organization as a permanent setup 
which will operate completely inde- 
pendently of the: outfit of general 
salesmanager Milton Kusell, which 























|| TOA Challenge 


| Continued from page 6 


He taxed Kirsch and Myers with bad 
faith for refusing to join in discus- 
'sions on ASCAP'’s threatened seat 
| tax hike. 

Myers countered with the asser- 
| tion that Wehrenberg was “courting 
'a public controversy as a buildup 
| for the meeting.” It would not be ap- 
| propriate for Allied officials to at- 
itend a confab of two outfits “sub- 
| stantially made up of affiliated thea- 
tres,’ he declared. Any such Allied 
participation would be misinter- 
preted by indie exhibs and no such 
move is feasible so long as affiliates 
remain in a theatre group. 














Barter Goods for Films? 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

An offer to accept British 
goods in lieu of money was made 
over the weekend to Prime Min- 
ister Attlee by independent film 
producer John W. Rogers. He 
said he was making the proposal 
in answer to Attlee’s request for 
suggestions for a compromise of 
the 75% tax. If the plan works 
out the producer declared that 
he'll leave a percentage of film 
earnings in England for a fund 
to be used to help stimulate in- 
terest in American and British 
sports, with a like percentage to 
be used for the same purpose in 
the U. S. 


Rogers, in a letter to Attlee, 
said, “I would be willing to take 
fine English silver, machinery 
from Laneashire, cotton goods 
fron. Manchester, wool fabrics 
from Bradford and Leeds, steel 
products from Sheffield, scotch © 
from Scotland, antiques from 
London—all f.o.b. Los Angeles,” 
in exchange for any profits his 
films would make in England. 
He stressed that the suggestion 
of taking manufactured prod- 
ucts from England, which can be 
turned into dollars here, may be 
part of the answer to the serious 
economic problem, 





has about 30 men in the field. Latter 
is now handling “Duel in the Sun.” 
| It will follow with “Paradine Case” 
|next February, “Portrait of Jenny” 
| at Easter and “Mr. Blandings Builds 
His Dream House,” being made by 
| RKO for Selznick Release, next sum- 
mer. 

Agnew didn't want to burden the 
small SRO regular sales organiza- 
tion with the reissues. Incidentally, 
aside from the reissues, he figures 
the new unit may well be able to 
handle other special films which 
come along. It starts work on “In- 
termezzo” in the Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania territory in a month or so. 
Agnew’s now engaged in selecting a 
salesmanager to head it up. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 11) 
Last week, “That’s My Man” (Rep), 
33.000 





Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘“Des- 
ert Fury” (Par) (m.o.). Nice $6,000. 
Last week, “Welcome Stranger” 
(Par) (8th wk), good $6,000, and 
could have remained several weeks 
longer, but clearance sent it to Up- 
town theatre, first-run nabe. Landed 
nearly $90,000, terrific for downtown 
run. 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—“Rains 
Came” (20th) and “Purple Heart” 
(20th), (reissues.). Satisfactory 
$2,000. Last week, “Spellbound” 
(UA) and “39 Steps” (Indie) split 
with “Walk in Sun” (20th) and 
“Thunderbirds” (20th) (reissues), 
good $2,200 in 7 days. 

Radio City (Par) (4.400; 50-70)— 
“Who's Kissing Her” (20th) (2d wk). 
Brisk $12,000 on top of virile $17,- 
000 initial session. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 
70)—“Something in Wind” (U). 
renga ae a Last week, “Bach- 
elor an obby-Soxer” 
ag $14.00. a 

O-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (REO) 
(m.o.). Still healthy at $9,000. Last 
=. ie Woman” (WB) and 

us vy stiny” (WB) (rei 
oe $10,000. d > rn 
te (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—“Wwi 

pot pnadl Ne 14 Sock $16,000 or ao 
ast week, “Dese +3 
wh), 90.008. rt Fury” (Par) (2d 
Uptown §(Par) (1,000; 

Welcome Stranger” (Par). First 
nabe showing. Smash $5,000. Last 
week, “Happened on 5th Ave.” 
(Mono) good $4,500. 
,,Werld (Mann) (350: 50-99) — 
| Green for Danger” (E-L). British 
| Picture well-liked by crix. Fairly 
'g00d $2.500. Last week. “Doctor 
| Takes Wife” (Col) (2d run), $2,000. 





50-55 )— } 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page sone 
Rugged $12,000. Last week, ,000. 
Seuheui (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Down to Earth” (Col) (2d wk). 
Trim $18,500 after last week’s terrific 


000. 

Meattea Artists (Blumenfeld) f 1,207; 
55-85)—“Heaven Only Knows” (U). 
Big $14,000 or near. Last week, 
“Hal Roach Comedy Carnival” (UA), 
weak $6,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
85)—“Blithe Spirit” (UA) (2d wk). 
Hefty $2,000. Last week, $3,300. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Va- 
riety Girl” (Par) (m.o.). Neat $9,000. 
Last week, “Adventure Island’ 
(Par), good $12,500 with picture 
plugged as on world preem. 

Center (Lippert) (300; 90-$1.20)— 
“Duel” (SRO) (5th wk). Holding 
up to $4,600. Last week, nice $4,900. 

Guild Theatre (Lippert) (400; 35- 
85)—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re- 
issue) (6th wk). Fancy $5,000. Last 


week, $5,500. 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Torment” (Indie). Fine $3,500. 


Last ‘week, “Children of Paradise” 
(Indie) (6th wk), $1,700. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Children Paradise” (Indie) (m.o.). 
Listless $1,700. Last week, “Hamil- 
ton Woman” (UA) (reissue), $1,500. 

United Natiens (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—‘“‘Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
(m.o.). Mild $5,000. Last week, 
“Topper Takes a Trip” (FC) and 
“Topper Returns” (FC) (reissues), 
$3,300. 


‘TIGHTS’ SNUG $18,000, 





Buffalo, Sept. 16. 


Competition among new films is 
keen this week, with “Mother Wore 
Tights” and “Red Stallion” running 
neck-and-neck. “Deep Valley” is a 
fairish third best. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Deep Valley” (WB) and “Jungle 
Flight” (Par). Modest $12,000 or 
close. Last week, “Desert Fury” 
(Par) and “Second Chance” (20th), 
great $21,000 in 8 days. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400: 40-70) 
—‘Mother Wore Tights” (20th). Solid 
$18,000 or over. Last week, “Variety 
Girl” (Par) (2d wk), fine $11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100; 40-70)—‘“Des- 
ert Fury” APar) and “Second 
Chance” (20th) (m.o.). Oke $9,000 
in 8 days. Last week, “Cynthia” 
(M-G) and “Great Waltz” (M-G) 
(reissue), big $11.500 in 8 days. 

Teek (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Cyn- 
thia” (M-G) and “Great Waltz” 
(M-G) (reissue) (m.o.). Mild $3,500. 
Last week, “Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(m.o.) (reissue) ditto. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70) — 
“Red Stallion” (EL) and “Lost 
Honeymoon” (EL). Stout $17,000. 
Last week, “Slave Girl” (U) and 
“Millerson Case” (Col)<fancy $21,000 
in 10 days. 

26th Century (20th Cent) (3,000: 
40-70) —“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Sturdy $9,000. Last 
week, big $12,000. 


‘Brute’ Forecful 156. 
In Seattle; ‘Kiss’ 86 


Seattle, Sept. 16. 
Top newcomers are “Brute Force” 
and “Gone With Wind,” latter for 
first time here at pop scale, “Ivy” 
is okay, but “Kiss of Death” looks 
mild. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse .(H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par) (m.o.). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Carnegie Hall” 
(UA) (4th wk-5 days), good $3,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—“Ivy” (U). Okay $10,500. Last 
week, “Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
(2d wk), fancy $10,700 in 6 days. 

: Liberty (J&vH) (1,650: .45-80)— 
‘Dear Ruth” (Par) (6th wk). Solid 
$9,000. Last week, huge $11,000. 

Musie Bex (H-E) (850: 45-80)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) (m.o.). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, “Won't Be- 
oe * wey — “Vacation 

ono) ¢ wk-6 days), oka 
$3,200 y y 





Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
First time at pop prices here. Great 
$16,000. Last week, “Woman on 
Beach” (RKO) and “Born to Kill” 
«RKO ), good $7,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 45-80)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) and “Step- 


child” (EL). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
= (WB) (2d wk-6 days), 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“Other Love” (UA) (2d wk). Good 
$5,500. Last week, $6,700. 

; Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
‘Brute Force” (U) and “Vigilantes 
mag Hh Rousing $15,000. Last 
week, “Variety Girl” (Par) ( 

swell’ $11.300.. sles ase. 
> Reosevelt «Sterling) (800: 45-80)— 
Seventh eHaven” (20th) and “Tail- 
spin” (20th) (reissues). Nice $4,000. 





fair $3,700. 


BUFF; ‘STALLION’ 176 


Picture Grosses " 
Dodgers-Cards’ Series 









St 


Bops St. Loo But ‘Wind’ 
Big 146; ‘Tights’ 196 


St. Louis, Oct. 16. 

Three-game crucial series between 
Dodgers and Cardinals clipped biz 
at main stem cinemas as those who 
were unable to get into the ball park 
flocked to radios and television seis, 
Of the new films, “Mother Wore 
Tights” will land biggest total but 
“Something in Wind” is compara- 
tively stronger at the Ambassador. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—Something in Wind” (U) and “Ex. 
posed” (Rep). Solid $14,000. Last 
week, “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (3d wk), big $12,000. 

Art (S’Renco) (115; 85)—“Knew 
Where I’m Going” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Building to swell $1,200 after only 

in first session. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Mother 
Wore Tights” (20th) and “The Pre- 
tender” (Rep). Fine $19,000. Last 
week, “Variety Girl” (Par) and 
“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO) (2d 
wk), sock $18,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Fine $20,000 after wham 
$31,000 initial stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 


(m.o.). Solid $12,000. Last week, 
“Marked Woman” (WB) and “Dust 
Be My Destiny” (WB) (reissues), 


$10,000. A 
Orplieum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Tall Timber” (SG) and “Black Stal- 
lion” (SG) (reissues). Neat $10.000. 
Last week, “Song Thin Man” (M-G) 
and “Sport of Kings” (Col) ‘m.o.), 


$11,000. 

St. L (F&M) (4,000:. 50-75)— 
“Desert Fury” (Par) and “News 
Hounds” (Mono). Okay $14,000. Last 


week, “Great Expectations” ‘U). $7.- 
000. 


World (Ind) (432; 50-65)—“Lucre- 
zia Borgia” (French) (2d wk). Nice 
$2,500 after $3,800 for first chapter. 


‘Crossfire’ Loud 156, 
K.C.; ‘GWTW’ Fast 236 


Kansas City, Sept. 16. 


Steady trend of biz continues here 
with “Gene With the Wind” leading 
the parade at the Midland. It’s great 
and may hold. Principal other new- 
comer is “Crossfire” at the Orpheum 
likewise heading for a _ holdover. 





“Red Stallion” in the three Fox- 
Midwest house combo is average. 
Protracted heat spell finally was 


cracked last week with rain and 


cooler weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820: 45- 
65)—‘“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
(m.o.). Here after two weeks in 
three firstrun houses. Stout $6,000, 
and at that rate will go another 
week. Last week, “Wyoming” ‘Rep) 
and “Last Frontier Uprising” (Rep), 
$5,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550: 65) — 
“Wings of Morning” (SG) (reissue). 
Moderate $1,500. Last week, “I Live 
As I Please” (Indie), $1,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
Opening the house at 8:45 in mern- 
ing daily, to land great $23,000. 
Likely will hold. Last week, “Gun- 
fighters” (Col) and “Corpse Came 
C.O.D.” (Col), okay $17,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,960; 45-85)— 
“Crossfire” (RKO), Sturdy $15.000, 
and holds. Last week, “Bachelor 
and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) (4th wk), 
big $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900: 45-85)— 
“Variety Girl’ (Par) (3d wk.). 
a $9,000. Last week, trim $13.- 


ToOwer-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65 )—‘‘Red 
Stallion” (EL). Average $16.000 or 
over. Last week, “Mother Wore 
Tights” (20th) (2d wk), big $16,000. 


CLEVELAND 


(Continued from page 10) 


big $35,000, and h.o. Last week. “Kiss 
of Death” (20th) oke $21,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70) — 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) ‘m.o.). Big 
$5,000. Last week, “Cry Wolf” « WB) 
(m.o.), nice $3,000. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70) — 
“Variety Girl” (Par) (m.o.). Third 
week downtewn hearty $6,500. Last 
week, “Undercover Maisie” ‘M-G), 


Palace (RKO) (3,000: 55-70)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). 
(3d wk). Strong $13,000 after solid 
$19,000 last week. 

(Loew's) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par). Teed off 
big and $27,000 is outstanding biz this 
week at pop scale. Last week. “Seng 
Thin Man” (M-G), mild $12,500. 


Stitiman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 








“Ramrod” (UA) Average $10,000. 


Last week, “Bel-Ami” (UA) (2d wk), | Last week, “Variety Girl” (Par) ‘(2a 


wk), rugged $10,500. 
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\ Set back to 
SHOWMANSHIP! 


Just roll up your sleeves ... and go to work... 





se nenannonre cece: 


on The PRIZE BABY’s old-fashioned recipe... 
for Bigger Box Office Receipts! ... That Show-» 
manlike combination ...of Bill Posting, Heralds 
and Window Cards... away from your theatre 
...and ACCESSORIES and TRAILERS ... at 
point-of-contact! ... Add NEWSPAPER and 
RADIO ... to this sure-fire concoction . . . and 
you'll whip up a batch of DOUGH ... at your 
BOX OFFICE ... that could only result from... 
getting back to SHOWMANSHIP! 
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Solons Boost Negro Vets Bid For 
N. Car. Theatre; Exchange Briefs 


Raleigh. | 

North Carolina Congressmen have | 
e@ppealed to the office of housing ex- 
editer to grant the application of 

illiam. Howard and Vernon A. | 
Steed, brothers. to build a Negro| 
theatre in Salisbury. The applicants | 
@re veterans. The estimated cost of | 
the theatre they wish to build is 
$10,000. | 

Mary Ellen Strickland, manager of | 
the Capitol theatre at Fairmont, 
N. C., has been cleared of a lottery 
charge for which.she was tried be- 


fore Judge Durham Mitchell in Fair- 
mont recorder’s court. 

She charged with operating 
and advertising a game of chance 
called by the theatre a quiz program | 
but in reality a lottery. 


He also will book Carney theatres 
in three other Missouri towns, 

Paul Scholer has succeeded C. J. 
Madison, resigned, as manager of the 
Ritz, a Tri-States house in Chariton, 
Ia. 

A. J. Swanston has sold his Iowa, 
a 600-seater, Emmetsburg, Ia., to the 
Emmetsburg Theatre Corp. Suc- 
ceeded as manager by R. A. Davis, 
former owner of Empress, Rockwell 
City, Ia. 


The old Tracy theatre, dark for | 


Lake, Ia., is 
Pioneer The- 


three years in Storm 
being face-lifted by 
atre Corp. 
Harris Circuit Gets Warner House 
Pittsburgh. 
Harris South Hills theatre in Dor- 


| mont, Pa., operated by Warners for a 


Rep Sets Four Cities 


Republic has closed a deal with 
the Fourth Avenue Amus. Co. cov-| 
ering firstruns in Louisville, Terra} 
Haute, Indianapolis and Lafayette, 


all Indiana cities except Louisville. 
Indianapolis branch manager Ed 
Brauer, represented Rep in the deal. 


H-B Now Realart 
Harris-Broder Pictures Corp., which 
obtained a batch of Universal reis- 
sues recently, has changed its name 
to Realart Pictures and has set up 
permanent offices in New York City. 
Realart has pacted a deal whereby 
Film Classics will distribute its pic- 
tures in U. S., Alaska and Hawaii 
over a five-year period, or 10 pic- 
tures each year. These are in addi- 
tion to distribution arrangements 

previously made with PRC. 





Goodman Heads Par Club 

Monroe Goodman, assistant to 
short subjects sales manager Oscar 
Morgan, elected president of .Para- 
mount Pictures club for 1947-48, 
succeeding Agnes Mengel Grew. Sara 
Lyons Danto, veepee; M. H. Hodge, 
treasurer; Edward F. Morey, secre- 
tary. 





L. A. Variety’s Boys Club 
Los Angeles. 

Tent 25, Variety Club of Southern 
California, will establish a boys’ club 
and recreation center in East Los 
Angeles, a sector heavily populated 
by kids. Clubhouse and equipment, 
costing about $100,000, will be ready 
for use by Christmas Day. 





Callow Heads Philly Post 
Philadelphia. 

Everett Callow elected commander 
of Variety Post No. 713, American 
Legion. He is publicity head of War- 
ner Bros. theatres in Philadelphia. 
Others chosen were Jack Brodsky, 
senior vice commander, assistant 
eontact manager WB; Bill Brooker, 
junior vive commander, Paramount 
exploiteer; Sylvan M. Cohen, adju- 
tant; Richard L. Brown, finance 


officer; Joe Reilly, sergeants-at- 
arms, Manager, Liberty theatre, and 
Bill Huffman, manager, Keystone 
theatre. 


Proctor’s, Troy, Wants Tax Cut 
Troy, N. Y. 

Supreme Court Justice William H. 

urray has issued a writ of certiorari 
in the matter of the Fast Theatres, 
Inc. (Proctor’s) for a reduction of 
assessment by the City of Troy in the 
amount of $75,000. 

Fast, which leases« the five-story 
brick theatre building from Copia 
Realty Co., Inc., of New York, con- 
tends that a proper assessment for 
1948 would be $275,000. The present 
assessment is $358,000, full value of 
land and buildings. 





Edelstein’s Division 
; Syracuse. 

Michael Edelstein transferred from 
New York to take over division 
managership of RKO’s Syracuse and 
Rochester, working out of Syracuse. 

Lawrence Lynch. Jr., named assist- 
ant manager of RKO-Keith’s under 
Manager George Maxwell. 


WB Builds 2 Exchanges 
Los Angeles. 

Warners will build two new ex- 
changes, starting late this month, in 
Omaha and Jacksonville, Fla. Mean- 
while, the company is putting finish- 
ing touches on new quarters in Min- 
neapolis, under supervision of Her- 
man Goldberg. 

Iowa Town Seeks Pix Shows 
St. Louis. 

Sans picture entertainment. busi- 
ness men of Somers, Ia., are dicker- 
ing for a traveling cinema show for 
weekly showings during the sum- 
mer months. 

G. C. Bertch and son have pur- 
chased the Lyric, 400-seater in 
Farina, Ill.. from J. Robert Harrell. 

Work has -started 
— on outskirts of Springfield, 


Strand. 400-seater in Monett. Mo., 
bas been relighted by Common. 
wealth Amus. Co., after being dark 
two years. Glenn Deter is manager. 

New Strand. Jewel, Ia.. owned and 


on a $150,000 | 


number of years, will revert to the 
Harris circuit next January. 

Joe Bugala, formerly of the Ma- 
nos in Ellwood City, Pa., has been 
appointed manager of the Manos in 


Uniontown, succeeding Dick McCool, | 
who resigned to supervise 11 Sterling | 


circuit houses in Seattle, Wash. 


Mrs. Catherine Larkin Flint has 
resigned from 20th-Fox office and 


| John Prioletti from Eagle Lion ex- 
| change staff. 





Marcine Little to Okla. City 
Kermit. Texas. 
Marcine Little, who has been with 


| the local Griffith Theatres circuit for 


the last 16 years, has been trans- 
ferred to Oklahoma City, where he 
will assume duties as manager of 
the Will Rogers theatre there. 


Simon to Shea’s Hipp, Buffalo 





Buffalo. 
George Simon, former assistant 
manager of Shea’s Hipp, becomes 


house manager of the Lafayette, re- 
placing Emmett Connolly, resigned. 





Norman Paul Succeeds Johnson 
Los Angeles. 
Norman Paul succeeded Darryl 
Johnson as general manager of the 
Victor Walker theatre chain, con- 
sisting of five houses. 
A newcomer in the exhibitor field, 


Paul will operate the Walker, Yost, | 
Princess and State theatres in Santa | 


Ana, 


and the Surf, Huntington 
Beach. 





Stanford Manages 3 Texas Houses 
Gainesville, Texas. 

Elbert Stanford has been named 
manager of the local State, Plaza 
and Ritz theatres, owned and op- 
erated by Theatre Enterprises, Inc. 
He comes from the circuit at Gal- 
lup, N. M. 





Malone, Texas, Theatre Deal 
Malone, Texas. 
Joe Joseph, Dallas theatre broker, 
has purchased the local Malone the- 
atre from W. M. Sparling, who is 
retiring. 





Mac Wood to N. Braunfels, Texas. 
New Braunfels, Texas. 
Mac Wood, manager of the local 
Brauntex theatre, owned and op- 
erated by the Griffith Circuit, has 
been transferred to Seminole, Okla., 
where he will manage the State and 
Rialto for the Griffith circuit. Floyd 
Barton, former manager of the Ri- 
alto and Rib theatres at Refugio, 
Texas, will succeed Wood. 
Kenneth Cobb Upped by Schine 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Kenneth Cobb, manager of 
Schines’ Lake theatre here, trans- 
ferred to the Cameo and made di- 
rector of publicity for the 12 Schine 
houses in Rochester following resig- 
nation of Meredith Cramer. Law- 
rence F. Lewis moved from Riveria 
to manage the Lake. 
Charlotte Changes 
Charlotte. 
The following have exited the lo- 
cal 20th-Fox branch recently: Frank 
Lowry, salesman; Hugh McDonald, 
booker; Ruby Honeycutt, clerk, and 
Mildred Griffin, contract clerk. 
Lowry joined Warner Bros. and 
Miss Griffin moves to Eagle-Lion. 
Dallas Richardson has_ replaced 
Ernest Johnston in the booking de- 
partment at Universal-International. 
Betty Beaty, clerk, and Ernest 
Poole, shipper, have resigned from 
the local M-G office. Sam Schwartz 
has been transferred from the com- 
pany’s Boston office to take over 
the lo@al booking desk. succeeding 


Bill Baynard, who leaves to go to | 


college. 

Barney Slaughter, Republic sales- 
man, becomes office manager of the 
company’s local branch. 

Lewis Owens, RKO booker. 
resigned to return to Atlanta, 
Dean Lynch will succeed him. 


has 
Ga. 


New House in Cave-in-Rock, Il. 
St. Louis. 
Partain & Huma readying their 
new 400-seater in Cave-in-Rock. IIL: 
Tom Partain also operates the Ohio. 
300-seater in the same town. 








Managed by G. H. Maxon, lighted. 
William Grant, city manager of 
Frisina Amus. Co. in Taylorville. 1, | 
convalescing after major operation 
Buck Lewis now head man for! 
R. E. Carney theatres in Rolla, Mo. 


Henry Holloway; owner a chain 
of St. Louis county indies. has let a 
contract for a 1,000-car drive-in 


| theatre, 


_ Merlin T. Atkins to open his new 
300-seat quonset house 


li. next month. It will be tagged 


the Sumner. ; 
New 450-seater in Crossville, Il., 
being erected for Delbert A. Wagner, 
| Carmi, Il. Wagner operates the Nox, 
| Eldorado, Il. 
| Civic Amusement Co., McLean, Mll., 
has been incorporated and will re- 
| open the Civic theatre, shuttered for 
many months. The incorporators are 
|w. I. Richards, Avonelle Richards 
_and Shelton B, Leach. | f 
| “a. J. Field has sold his Lyric, 234- 
| seater, Bowen, IIL, to Floyd E. Dor- 
sett, auto/dealer in the same town. 





; 


Sam Lefko Recovered 
Philadelphia. 
Sam Lefko, salesman with the lo- 
cal RKO exchange, being discharged 
from Will Rogers Memorial hospi- 
| tal, Saranac Lake, following a long 
illness. ; 
Joan Meyers, director of WCAU's 
“Movie-go-round” program, to Hol- 
lywood for studio tour. 
Wilson Turner has 
salesman for Eagle-Lion. He 
dled Harrisburg. 
Sig Horowitz has succeeded Wil- 
liam Cohen as 20th-Fox sales man- 
ager. 





resigned as 
han- | 





Chernoff Gets Harvard, Chi 
Chicago. 
Sam Chernoff has leased the Har- 
vard. southside 750-seat nabe, for 15 
years. Lessors are Ivan Goode and 
Samuel Lerner. 








Open B&W Booking Service, Dallas 
Dallas. 
Russell Brown, formerly with the 
Republic and PRC exchanges in) 
Dallas, and Raymond Willie, Jr., who | 
has been with the Warners and PRC | 
exchanges, have formed the B&W 
Booking service here. 
*" Bob Yancey, owner and operator | 
lof the Yancey theatre, Oakwood, | 
| Texas, has sold the house to L. E. 
| Adcock. 
| Ralph Davis, Harold Jackson and | 
| Roy Lown have joined the staff of | 
|the Wigwam theatre, El Paso. 





Preddy to Manage Telenews 
Dallas. 
James Preddy, manager of the} 


| Forest theatre, is the new manager | 
'of the Telenews theatre,. according 
to an announcement made by James 
Owen Cherry, Interstate circuit city 
manager. Alex Barr, treasurer of 
the Melba, succeeds Preddy at the 


} 


| Forest. 
| Preddy replaces Ross McCaus- 
land, who joined Adelman-Sachs 


theatres, as manager of that circuit’s 
new Delman theatre. 





Smalley Theatres’ Drive 
Albany. 

A 34th Anni Drive will be con- 
ducted in the 12 Smalley theatres, 
beginning Sept. 15. Drive will high- 
light 34 years in film business for 
William C. (Bill) Smalley. 

Independent Theatre Service is 
buying and booking for Harry La- 
mont’s new Drive-In at Middletown. 


| 





Selling “Crossfire” 
Philadelphia. 

An open letter on a jumbo post- 
card was mailed to more than 10,000 
key individuals and organizations in 
this city by Maurice B. Fagan, acting 
director of the Philadelphia Fellow- 
ship Commission, calling attention to 
“Crossfire” and urging support to 
the individual and his organization 
in “bringing the movie and its mes- 
sage to the community.” 

Tie-in with the Fellowship Com- 
mission, which includes eight agen- 
cies representing every racial, relig- 
ious and nationality group in the 
city, was idea of Everett C. Callow, 
director of advertising and publicity 
for Warner Bros. in Philadelphia. 





Nordquise, Belmont Manager 

Al Nordquist, Jr., son of the late 
Galeton exhib, has been named man- 
ager of the Belmont, N. Y., theatre, 
which was transferred recently from 
Wally Anderson, Mt. Jewett, to 
Louis G. Hausser of Galeton. 

Charlie Baron, former Metro’s p.a. 
here, joined exploitation staff of 
Eagle Lion, Philadelphia. 

John A. Reilly, veteran theatre 
man, has resigned as manager of Lou 
Kaufman’s Metropolitan in the 
Bloomfield district. Kaufman bought 
the house some time ago from Dave 
Leff, now UA manager here. 








Cummings Buys State 
Denver. 

R. W. Cummings has bought the 
State, Lewellyn, Neb., from the Carl 
Beard estate. Beard died last year. 
Cummings also owns the Gem, Cul- 
bertson, Neb. 

Cooper Foundation Theatres re- 
opened the Avalon, Grand Junction, 
Colo., as the Cooper, following ren- 
ovations, 











Unterfort Upped by Schine 
Syracuse. | 
Harry H. Unterfort, local theatre | 


zone manager of Schine Circuit, Inc., | 
in charge of the firm’s theatres and | 


real estate in Syracuse, Oswego, | 
Cortland, Hamilton, Norwich and | 
Oneonta. ; 





Kinsler-Shard Cincy Deal 
Cincinnati. 
Leasing and management. con- 
| tracts were entered into Sept. 1 by 
|Maurice White, Nick Shafer and | 


| associates for the four Kinsler-Shard | 


| theatres in suburban Pleasant Ridge. | 
| Reading and Lockland. This hikes | 





} Siimmner | > her . i. ® 
In Sumner,!the number of houses owned and | gagement.” 


‘will stage a showmanship conven- 


| Canada, succeeding Glenn Ireton. 


| two. situations. 


|in attempting to 





| man, promoted to Central New York | 


operated by them in Ohio and Ken- 
tucky to 24. 

W. G. Carmichael, former branch 
manager here for Universal but re- 
cently with that companys sales 
staff in St. Louis, returned to_be- 
come sales manager for Eagle-Lion 
Cincy exchange. 





Century's Bally Meet ; 
Century circuit, N. Y. indie chain, 


tion Sept. 30 at the Waldorf-Astoria 
(N. Y.), with top industry figures in- 
vited to speak. Theme of one-day 
session will be necessity of return- 
ing to showmanship since the plush 
biz of war years is over. 
Milton Smith to Filmack 
Chicago. 

Milton Smith, formerly with RKO 
in Hollywood, has been appointed 
sales manager of the new California 
office of Filmack Corp. His terri- | 
tory will include the entire west. 


New Nabe, Elmdale, Ottawa 





Ottawa. 
Ottawa’s West End got a new 
nabe, the Elmdale, operated by the 


Zumar brothers, Abe, Charles, Harry | 


and Reuben. 





Paul F. Deuglas Shfits to WB 
Paul F. Douglas, formerly with | 
United Artists, appointed field pub- 
lic relations rep for Warner Bros, in 
He fills spot of Glenn Iraton, re- | 
signed. 











UA’s Bogey 


———- (ontinued from page 3 








the product crisis will take up most 
of the time. Last Friday (12), direc- 
torate was in session from 10 in the 
morning until after six. in the eve- 


ning. 


Bankers’ reticence about giving 
loans to UA producers grows out of 
First is applicable 
to all indies, no matter who handles 
their distribution, That's the upset 
condition of the foreign market, 
particularly the loss of British in- 
come, Moneymen want to see what 
comes of that before dishing up coin. 

Second reason:for UA’s troubles is 
the difficulties in its own manage- 
ment which it recently went through 
locate a prexy. 
Some bankers lost confidence in the 
company during that period and its 
now only slowly being rebuilt under 
the stewardship of Grad Sears. Kelly 
also is expected to be of help on this 
aspect. 

Severity of the shortage facing UA 
is evident in the fact that it has no 
product for distribution beyond next 
March or April and there is nothing 
now shooting or close to shooting 
that gives it any immediate prospect 
of getting product. It’s believed the 
board is probably discussing the 
possibility of buying films from 
other companies for distribution, 
such as was done in a previous 
product shortage in 1942. At that 
time, a flock of pix were bought out- 
right from Paramount. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., took his place 
on the board Friday as a representa- 
tive of Mary Pickford’s interests. He 
replaced Edward C. Raftery, former 
prexy of the company, who resigned. 

Kelly is expected to give a report 
tomorrow on his progress in clearing 
up the playing time stymie UA has 
suffered on the two J. Arthur Rank- 
controlled circuits in England. He 
also has been attempting to line up 
British product for release by UA 
and will acquaint the directorate 
with the progress of his negotiations. - 
Likewise on his efforts to arrange 
cooperative production by UA there. 








5 s 
Loew’s-Chaplin 
Continued from page 3 


the company may take legal action 
against Loew’s. 

The Chaplin dating in D. C. had 
been regarded as a double-ply oper- 
ation which would have tossed in 
the gauntlet via his widely attacked 
film and, at the same time, reaped 
considerable cuffo publicity for the 
picture. UA co-owner has not yet 
been subpoenaed to appear before 
the D. C. committee hearings. He’s 
dared the solons to subpoena him 
and intended to combine his Wash- * 
ington appearance in committee 
rooms with a personal appearance 
at the Capitol. 

Russell Birdwell, Chaplin's pub- 
lic relations advisor, has been in 
Washington for days prepping bally 
for the pic’s opening. 

Barron later issued a statement 
declaring “there was no thought in 
our mind of linking the appearance 
of the picture at the Capitol with the 
appearance of Mr. Chaplin before 
the Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. We wish to avoid any -ap- 
pearance of such an intent. and 
therefore have postponed the en- 


| 


IATSE’S DICK WALSH 
STEPS INTO 306 SNARL 


Despite threat of a walkout which 
was set for today (Wednesday), 
agreement between projectionists of 
Local 306 and circuit heads of Para- 
mount, Loew’s, RKO and Warner 
Bros., in their new contract negoti- 
ations is expected within the next 
few days. Outlook for an early 
settlement of the four-months nego- 
tiations deadlock became’ much 
brighter over last weekend when 
Richard F. Walsh, prez of thé In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, personally stepped 
into the dispute at the invitation of 
Local 306’s prez, Herman Gelber. 

Circuit reps, for whom RKO’s Ja- 


bor consultant Major Leslie fF, 
Thompson is spokesman, had previ- 
ously indicated their confidence in 


Walsh’s ability to make a fair deal 
all around. Major bone of 
tion in the contract talks to date 
has been the union’s demand for a 
34% wage hike plus a 5% 


conten- 


welfare 


fund. It’s understood, however, that 
the union is prepared to split the 
wage hike demand but is holding out 
for the welfare fund. Membership 
meeting of union has been called 
for this morning to consider post- 


ponement of walkout: 

Anticipated agreement will cover 
400 boothmen in about 100 theatres 
in the New York area, including 
many Broadway first-runs. Also in- 
volved in the negotiations as single 
units are the Roxy and Radio City 
Music Hall. 











Reissue Rights | 


Continued from page 7 





around $6,000,000, which includes 
the $500,000 paid to Howard Lind- 
say and Russell Crouse for the screen 
rights to their legit play plus their 
percentage against the gross. Pro- 
duction of this picture took place 
last year before anybody had any 
inkling of the 75% tax bite imposed 
by the British and the resultant em- 
bargo of U. S. shipments to Eng- 
land. 


Frank opinion among Warner 
execs is that the company will be 
lucky to break even on “Life With 
Father” on basis of its domestic 
grosses the first time around. This 
sentiment prevails despite the fact 
that “Father” is doing better business 
than expected and that it has 
broken house records at the Warner 
theatre on Broadway for the first 
three weeks. “Father” is also being 
distributed under a special engage- 
ment policy nationally under upped 
admission prices. 

However, WB chiefs aren't pes- 
simistic over the profit potentiali- 
ties of this opus because of its re- 
issue value. “This picture is an 
evergreen,” one exec said, “and five 
years from now it'll be as good as 
it is now.” As a result, Warners 
is pursuing a careful distribution 
policy on “Father,” with plans to go 
once around the circuits without 
wearing down the prints, then with- 
drawing the film from circulation. 
According to their estimates. a new 
film generation is born every seven 
to 10 years, and their profits will be 
reaped in the second general dis- 
tribution. 


It’s figured that period costume 
features will enjoy the most favor 
of producers since they are least 
susceptible to appearing old-fashion- 
ed after a lapse of five or 10 years. 
Such an important detail as out- 
moded clothing styles are elimi- 
nated in this type of picture and 
when rereleased, they appear as up- 
to-date productions. Warner Bros. 
toppers feel their general theory 
about “Life With Father” is con- 
firmed by the current reissue run 
of “Gone With the Wind,’ another 
period costume picture which is 
proving a b.o. smash despite its 1939 
production label. 


2d Run Network for Reissues 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Encore Theatres, a new unit of 
four neighborhood houses, went in- 
to operation on a policy of handling 
reissues and moveovers from the 
Academy group. Encore consists of 
the Melvan, in Hollywood; the 
Jewel and American, L. A.. and the 
Beverly Canon, Beverly Hills. 

New group gives complete neigh- 
borhood coverage for the revival 
policy started by the four Academies 
a year ago. It will bring reissues to 
subsequent runs which do not usual- 
ly handle that class of booking. 
Opening bill is “Tobacco Road” and 
“Grapes of Wrath,” which recently 
played 16 days at the Academy 


group, consisting of the Picfair, Ver- 





mont, Arlington and Cinema. 
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UU Bullish on Air 
Shows, Cuts Down 
Field Exploiters 


Universal will up the proportion 
of radio advertising to newspaper 
pic-plugging and, at the same time, 
swing away from spot announce- 
ments, Maurice Bergman, company’s 
eastern ad-pub chief, said this week. 
U is launching into a campaign of 15- 
minute local shows instead of the spot 


- of 50.00 rhicl ockey u , 
comme srcials, according to Bergman, | fer of $150,000 whit Mm JOCK ty 7 ne taken them, i 
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Lost Moment and “Secret Beyond truster costs the major: between ished high school last year and are 
the Door” are already earmarked for | $60,000 and $70,000 to defend. That’s | peing sent to college by the Variety 
the radio treatment. figuring lawyers fees, court costs, | Cjyp , 

“Secret” will be plugged by using printing of minutes and expendi- | — 


a “clinical-type” platter, Bergman 
said, playing up the question of how 
well a woman knows her husband 
and vice versa. Fritz Lang, producer 
of “Secret,” will tour the country 


making his appearance on local sta- | 


tions along with the platter airer. 

U also has slashed its field ex- 
ploitation force to a skeleton, retain- 
ing only two men in Chicago and 
one on the West Coast. While the 
action has been partly economy-in- 
spired, main reason for the axeing | 
is the new type of pic-peddling by U | 
which places practically all emphasis 
on the use of flying teams from the 
homeoffice, according to Maurice 
Bergman, U's eastern ad-pub head. 


Men stationed in Boston, Cleveland | 


and” Atlanta have been eliminated. 
Duo in 
been brought 
expansion of the central staff. Ex- 
ploiteer in Philadelphia, only other 
Spot which used a fieldman, 
let out. 

U's field exploitation staff never 
Was as large as that of the other 
majors, Bergman explained. More- 
Over, company has found use of local 
exploiteers ineffective in building 
hot campaigns for local openings. 
Consequently, U has switched to the 
h.o. operations and no longer re- 
quires a field force. 





Jerry Mayer Sliced 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Jerry Mayer, Metro studio mana- 
ger and brother of Louis B. Mayer, 
was operated on at Cedars of Le- 
banon Hospital, one of many opera- 
tions he has undergone lately. 
His condition last night was re- 
ported fair. 





Frenke’s 1006 Bldg. 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

United California Productions. 
headed by Eugene Frenke, started 
construction on a $100,000 building. 
Slated for completion in five months. 

New structure will include facili- 
ties for television as well as motion 
pictures. 

















Dallas and Cincinnati have | 
back to the h.o. for} 


is being | 





| DALLAS TENT RAISES 
~ COIN FOR BOYS’ RANCH 


Dallas, Sept. 16. 
| Tent 17 of the Variety Club of 


Anti-Trust Suits 


Continued from page 5 


exhib plaintiff's, operating six 
houses in Memphis, who joined in a 








and the. Lightman circuit. Suit has Turtle Derby here Sept. 13 to aid in 
been settled for a lump sum in ex- | raising money for the Variety Club 
cess of $200,000, presumably to be | 5... Ranch of Copperas Cove, Texas. 


: } h 1 
Suit of the Schoenstadt chain rave more than 100 there by 


against the distribs and the B & K} 
circuit has also been called off after 


sent to the Texas Juvenile Training 
Schoenstadt turned down a cash of- 7. 


School if the Boys Ranch had not 








tures necessary for bringing wit- ‘Variety’ Nets 10G 

nesses, frequently company biggies, . 

'to the scene for trial. Consequently, | Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

| strongé of the exhib-wielded court! Midnight preem of “Variety Girl” 

' forays are figured cheaper to settle |at Stanley for benefit of Tent No. 

than to fight, providing the balm 1's charities kicked in with clear 

| doesn’t come too high. profit of around $10,000. It was the 
All costs of settlement. it's said. biggest show grosser showmen’s or- 


ganization has ever had in its many 
years of putting on these affairs for 
Heart Fund. 


|are divided equally among the ma- 
jors named in the suit regardless of 
| variance in income to different dis- | !ts 
| tribs in the particular locale. When 


the usual happens an an affiliate or flock of donor 


$2 but ducats 


triple-damager against the majors, 1e%@S sponsored the eighth annual | 


split among the six theatres. Plain- | ; <a . 

tiffs operate the Tallewild, Airway, | There are 42 boys now living on this 
Lucianus, Hollywood, Bristol and | #00-8ere ranch in central Texas | 
Rosemary theatres. : ,and this Variety Club expects to | 


next | 
year. Some of them, who have never | 
broken any law, would have been | 





| 


General admission tickets sold for | 
were | 


|indie chain is also named as de- | disposed of in advance at $5, $7.50 | 

fendant that circuit or circuits is and $10. In addition to picture it- 

| asked to foot-a proportionate share , Self, there was a presentation fea- 

of the settlement-bite. turing most of the nitery acts in | 

| Majors exercise a form of punc- town. At least a couple of thousand 
: were turned away at the door. 


| tilio. Where an affiliate is the| 
| dominant exhibitor in the sector, it | 
the final say on _ settlement. 
| That's so even where the opportu- 
|nity presents itself for a major to 
}pull out on cheap terms. Idea, Of | paice money for a clubroom-build- 
course, is not to leave one or more | jing fund at the suggestion of Second 
defendants holding the bag. | Assistant Chief National Barker C. 


—upeeeemmmmmer | J. Latta, Warner zone 


N Latta urged this after members de- 
Aussie 0K 


cided against a proposal to 
Continued from page 6 





Albany Variety Bldg. Fund Drive 
Albany, Sept. 16. 
Albany Variety Club is starting to 


| has 











quarters on Elk street. 





D.C. Tent Adds 6 Members 
Washington, Sept. 16. 
New members of Tent 11 of Va- 
riety Clubs here are Donald W. 
| Chaban, Screen Guild salesman: Hal 











sies, on the other hand, are insistent 
that investments take a form which 
would prevent the distribs from 
liquidating later and then bombard- 
ing the government for consent to 





convert into dollars. J. Miller, theatrical p.a.; Paul L. 
Only Types Okayed on ad man; Murray Alvey, 
tigited ‘oF 19 | Pathe News lenser; William F. Gear- 

As things now stand, oply two/|*? ; 
types of. expenditures ae al- | ing. Republic, and George Allen Dor- 


ready received government approval. | sey, of NBC. 


They're increased salaries and bo- 
nuses or pensions for local em- 
ployees and outlays for film pro- 
duction. Answer to those two are 
apparent—in each instance, the ex- 
penditure could not be liquidated 
later. There’s also pretty strong in- 
dications, it's said, that the govern- have eight in that bracket. 

ment would okay sizable spending; British pace has been hypoed, 
in the erection of studios despite the | been learned, 








Rank’s Color Bid 


Continued from page 3 ——— 


thur Rank and Sir Alexander Korda, 





it's | 
through a deal which 


'make eight color pix annually for 


are giving that the brush because , 
they assert realty purchases are not Rank for a five-year period. To ease 


| Rank’s print problem in England, 


permanent expenditures since the 
Harrison also stipulated that the 





y 
“the Los Angeles 
United’s DC-6 Mainliner 300 
Luxury Flight 


Leave New York 12 noon 


Arrive Los Angeles 8:10 p.m. 


UNITED 


AIR LINES 


Airlines Terminal, 80 E. 42nd St. or 
Pennsylvania Hotel or 1 Wall St. 
Call Murray Hill 2-7300 
or an authorized travel agent 





| gory for the same reason, 


_ local 


' dustry 


properties can be sold and turned 
to cash again. -Acquisition of stocks 
and bonds are also in the same cate- 


Hollywood plant would supply all 
of the Briton’s print requirements 
| on pix distributed in the U. S. 
H’wood to Service Rank 

Since Rank’s eight-per-year color 
films are all slotted for U. S. distri- 
bution as. heavy 
Technicolor’s Hollywood plant is 
committed to delivering between 
1,600 and 2,500 color prints to the 
British for use here. Rank’s pix take 
anywhere from 200 to 350 prints for 
U. S. distribution alone. 
| Rank’s color films in production, 
| editing or just releasing are “Blanche 
| “Seatt “Jassy,” “Red Shoes” and 


All these proposals for expenditure | 
plus the added ones of purchasing | 
bonds to be held in escrow by the 
Australian government for 15 years 
and extending credit and loans to | 
theatre companies were for- 
warded to the Aussies several weeks 
ago. With the government shying 
away from most of the proposals, in- 
reps in Canberra are still, 
dickering. 


McLEOD’S ‘BIG FISH’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
McLeod, comple- | 


“Scott of the Antarctic,” Korda’s are 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie” and “The 


| Ideal Husband.” 


Norman upon 


| tion of ° ‘The Paleface” at Paramount, Planned for early shooting are 
| will go back to New Hampshire for | Rank’s “Beggar’s Opera,” “Colum- 
| extensive confabs with Corey Ford | bus,” “Far From the Madding 


story of the | Crowd,” “Mary of Magdala,” “Melba” 

|and “Saraband for Dead Lovers.” 
“Blue Lagoon,” another tintie, has 
been temporarily shelved. Korda has 
i“I Will Repay” set for lensing. 


| on “The Big Fish,” 
| Alaska salmon run. 

McLeod will produce the picture 
|independently next June from a 
| story by Ford. 


manager. | 


rent | 





fact that such action would mean Rank closed with Kay Harrison, 
the purchase of realty. head of Technicolor’s British wing, | 

As to investments in theatres or While the duo were in the U: S. late 
exchange buildings, the reception has i" the spring. Subject to limitations 
'been definitely cold. Aussie officials, 0" facilities, Techni has agreed to 


coin - collectors, | 


2 of the Largest Buying Combines 
In NW ‘Boycotting’ Par and Others 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. |come within the folds of one of 





With two of the territory's biggest | them. 
non-profit buying combines in effect| On their part, members of the 
“boycotting” Paramount product, the | Combines deny that their groups are 
company is utilizing “Welcome | “Unreasonable.” It's the distributors 
Stranger” newspaper advertising to who are “unreasonable, they insis&. 
point out that no other company They simply insist on “fair deals 
can boast a record for boxoffice hits | that will net them “fair” profits. 
in Minneapolis to equal it. They also point ous “we cont pay 
;everything.” but never before in 
The ad calls attention to the fact | local film industry history until the 
that “Going My Way” and “Welcome | combines came into being and be- 
Stranger” have run eight weeks each | came so powerful have so many im- 
downtown Minneapolis for their | portant circuits and theatres passed 
initial engagements California,” up so many outstanding b. o. hits, 
and “Blue Skies,” five weeks each, |according to branch managers 
and “Road to Utopia,” “Two Years| Branch managers say it amounts 
Before the Mast” and “Lost Week- | to an elimination of competition in 
end,” tour weeks each, during the | puying. making the decree’s compe- 
last several years titive bidding a joke Home office 
The non-profit buying combines | counsel have been asked to deter- 
that have been and are refusing to | mine if the combines activities con- 
buy Paramount product are Theatre | stitute a conspiracy to lower rentals 
Associates and Independent Thea-|and would come under the anti- 
tres. The former comprises the ter- | trust laws . 


ritory’s largest independent circuits; 
the lat most of the important | 
Minneapolis and St. Paul situations. 


ter, 


Ice Dearth Chills B.0. 





Theatre Associates also is at} ° 
loggerheads with 20th-Fox, and- M. For St. Louis Nabes 
A. Levy, 20th district manager, is e 
reported to have “walked out” on it [J Old § t 
when negotiations again failed last Sing ys ems 
; week. Until last week Independent St. Louis, Sept. 16. 
Theatres hadn't bought “Jolson The prolonged heat wave, the 
| Story” although it played Minnesota | most severe in many years, is nick- 
Amus. Co. (Par) and non-member jing grosses at 30 nabes that depend 
theatres in Mixneapolis and St. Paul} on ice for their prewar aircondition 
to record business. A deal was fi- | systems. Such a demand by house- 
nally made, however, that combine | holders, etc. for ice to alleviate 
spokesmen say represented a “com-|some of the conditions caused by 
promise,” the picture being bought |heat resulted in deliveries to the 
flat, instead of on percentage as /| flicker houses being cut to a mini- 
originally demanded, “at a _ price |mum, with none being delivered for 
higher than we wanted to pay, but ‘a three-day period up to Labor Day. 
lower than Columbia wanted.” While the houses remained open 
The increasing buying power con- | and attempted to use the cooling 
centrated in and wielded by the | system blowers to give a semblance 
combines is making the distributors’ |of comfort most of them warned 
going increasingly more difficult | customers that the cooling systems 
and, in effect, combines have been | were out. Many of them turned 
trying to dictate deals, it’s charged. | away 75° of their normal attend- 
Branch managers say it’s getting | ance. The nabes have a total seat- 
harder to sell than ever before be- | ing capacity of 30,000. W. White- 
cause the combines are so tough. | sides, manager of the Shady Oak, 
Five of them have sprung up here |Clayton, explained that most of the 


a |ice-cooled houses used about six tons 
ice nightly. 


two years and 
of exhibitors has of 


within the past 
large percentage 


New York Theatres 
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Humphrey BOGART ® Lauren BACALL 


in Warner Bros. New Hit 
" “DARK PASSAGE" 
With 


Bruce Bennett, Agnes Moorhead, Tom D'Andrea 
Directed by Delmer Daves 
Produced by Jerry Wald 

In Person VICTOR LOMBARDO 
and His Orchestra 

Mineviteh’s Harmonica Raseals 

JOHNNY PULEO 
WARNERS’ 


STRAND 


With Borrah 
Starring 
BROADWAY 


AT 47TH STREET 
Air-Conditioned 


POWELL: DUNNE | 


*\ ELIZABETH TAYLOR ®, 
EDMUND GWENN®«ZASU PITTS 








WARNER crv iosocwec > sss: 


LATE MIDNIGHT FILM - CO! 


BETTY GRABLE © DAN DAILEY 
‘MOTHER WORE TIGHTS’ 


A 20th Century-For 
Picture in ion neg 
PLUS ON STA 


Jack HALEY ° Ella ‘LOGAN 
Extra! JERRY MURAD’S HARMONICATS 


| ROXY Jih Ave & 











RE 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 


DANNY KAYE- VIRGINIA MAYO )) 


and the Goldwyn Girls in 


50th St. 





in TECHMICOLOR at 


con AS TOR ova oS 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


. Rockefeller Center 


+ 
Sita HAYWORTH © Larry PARKS 


“DOWN TO EARTH” 


iN TECHNICOLOR 















In Person — Enrie 
Madriguera & His | 
Special Extra: 
Luba Malina 
Jonn & Rene Arnaut 
Georgie Prices 

















i, Columbia Picture @ 
$ SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION ¢ 














IN PERSON 
JOHN CALVERT 


ON SCREEN 


urs Sept 18 


Vonitia| ! Caleb ‘Peterson 









ELIZABETH Extra! 
TAYLOR PAUL REGAN . 
George Murphy | : ean? a 
Mary Aster | Plus OTHERS ieeinacedll 
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NBC Crime-Doesn 't-Pay-Before-9:30 


Edict Pays Off—With Bronx Cheers 





Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

NBC copped itself a whopping 
play in the press of the nation last 
weekend with a pre-NAB conven- 
tion announcement of an NBC 
“crime code” banning all whodunit- 
mystery stuff on the web before 
9:30 p.m., New York time. But about 
all NBC collected by way of re- 
action from the competing networks 
was a chorus of Bronx cheers. Top 
execs of CBS, ABC and Mutual 
scornfully characterized the move 
as “hooey,” “unrealistic” and “a lot 
of nokum,” pointing out that NBC 
had nothing to lose by it. 

Only NBC whodunit now aired 
before the 9:30 deadline in the east, 
it was cited, is “Ellery Queen,” 
which will exit its Sunday 6:30 p.m. 
spot after Sept. 21. It would be an- 
other story, the feeling went, if NBC 
prexy Niles Trammell were carrying 
a block of such shows before the 
designated “curtain” time. 

Frank Stanton, CBS prexy, said it 
was more a matter of a show’s con- 
tent and treatment rather than the 
time. Edgar Kobak, Mutual prexy, 
said: “It’s just as though we were 
going to tell you that we won't 
carry any soap operas, simply be- 
cause we don’t have any.” Mark 
Woods, ABC prexy, also chimed in 
with “hooey.” 

NBC termed its move a step de- 
signed to combat the gangup of crit- 
icism from social and welfare or- 
ganizations and other groups pro- 
testing the airing of bang-bang stuff 
before children’s bedtime. 

Actually, the Crime Code ban, 
which sets a 9 p.m. local-time “cur- 
tain” for the Mountain and Coast 
zones, will call for some reshuffling 
of schedules in the two western re- 
gions, which now are taking NBC’s 
late-hour whodunits live and will 
have to platter them for later hours. 

Mystery airers on NBC's sked, and 
their N.Y. airing times, are: “Molle 
Mystery Theatrg,” Fridays at 10 
p.m.; Pall Mall’s “The Big Story,” 
Wednesdays at 10 p.m., and Bristol- 
Myers’ “Mr. D.A.,” Wednesdays at 
9:30 p.m. 

In addition to the pre-9:30 rule, 
the web drew up an eight-point set 
of format restrictions soft-pedaling 
the bang-bang stanzas on over-lurid 
writing, etc. 

What is important in the Crime 
Code is the fact that the ban will 
apply to all local crime program- 
ming by affiliates. 

Just how effective the NBC regu- 
Jations will be in terms of minimiz- 
ing the impact of such shows gn 
kids is considered problematical. 

The general feeling is that, unless 
all webs and stations fall in with 
NBC's policy, it won't have teeth. 
For the question immediately raised 
is: what’s to prevent competing sta- 
tions around the country from mak- 
ing a bid to pick up juve audiences 
by really going to town on a pre- 
9:30 showcasing of whodunits. 


SLAVES TO FASHION 
MOP UP AT NAB MEET 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

Hotel protocol and humid sticky 
weather are biggest headaches to 
WAB conventioneers. The radio men 
couldn't do much about the weather 
but raised plenty of noise about 
jiron-clad hotel rules which required 
them to wear coats in all hotel lob- 
bies, bistros and dining rooms. 

Added grievance was fact that 
hotels required not only coats but 
ties as well in the dining rooms and 
ars. Result was sweating, open- 
shirted NAB’ers panted around to 
sessions with coats over their arms 
and a spare tie in their pockets. 


Gaines Changes Mind 


Jim Gaines, manager of WNBC, 
the New York flagship of NBC, has 
changed his mind about accepting 
spots for Howard Hughes’ “Outlaw” 
film which had a belated preem in 
N.Y. last week, 

However, the “about face” came 
only after Hughes himself personally 
intervened, squawking that WNBC 
was being unfair, since the New 








Eye Orient AFRS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Lt. Col. R. E. Kearney, comman- 
dant of Armed Forces Radio Service, 
flies to the Pacific and-Orient today 
(Tues.) to inspect and survey exist- 
ing broadcasting facilities and opera- 
tions of AFRS. 

Aim is to set up permanent in- 
stallations in the area covered. 


Trammell Gives - 
Lift to Summer 
Radio Hypoing 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 


Niles Trammell, NBC prexy, took 
time out during the web’s conven- 
tion here to give impetus to the 
whole new concept on giving mean- 
ing to summertime radio. 

Among the major resolutions 
passed at the NBC convention was 
one urging support of the move to 
make bigtime radio a 52-week pro- 
position, as was outlined a few 
weeks back in VARIETY. 

The convention participants took 
official cognizance of the plans of 
Eddie Cantor to stay on the air on a 
year-round basis on behalf of his 
sponsor, Pabst, on the theory that 
summertime listening is being un- 
dersold: that even bigger audiences 
are to be had if the programming 
warrants. 

NBC and its affiliates thus voted 
to get behind Cantor’s drive to per- 
suade other top personalities to stay 
on the year-round, with a reciprocal 
guestar system for perhaps @ month’s 
summer and a month’s winter layoff. 








No Legal Privacy Right 
In Radio, Newspapers 
Ruled hy Chicago Judge 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Agency men, broadcasters and 
newspaper execs hailed the decision 
of Judge George M. Fisher, of the 
Illinois circuit court, who last week 
sustained the Russel M. Seeds ad 
agency in its contention that there is 
no legal right of privacy in Illinois 
as far as radio and newspapers are 
concerned. 

Tne decision was handed down 
in a suit brought by John and Jes- 
sie Hunter, who were depicted with- 
out consent in a 1941 NBC airer, 
“Wings of Destiny,” sponsored by 
Brown and Williamson Tobacco Co. 
The couple asked $100,000 damages. 

Defense attorneys John Moser and 
Morris Leibman argued that, insofar 
as libel or slander are not invloved, 
the right of privacy doesn’t exist in 
Illinois. In dismissing the suit Judge 
Fisher granted the Hunters permis- 
sion to file an amended complaint. 





Clay Morgan in Serious 
Condition. After Fall 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

Clay Morgan, assistant to the pres- 
ident of NBC, was rushed to At- 
lantic City Hospital Saturday (13) 
night when he hit his head on the 
concrete in a fall at the Claridge 
Hotel, NBC Convention Head- 
quarters. 

Morgan was in a_ semi-conscious 
condition throughout Sunday, with a 
specialist rushed from s— Phil- 
adelphia to attend him. On Monday 
he regained full consciousness but 
his condition was reported as 
still serious. 


The Sinatra Story 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Frank Sinatra should get a chance 
to tell his own story if plans of Bob 
McLaughlin, disk jockey on KLAC, 








York state stigma had been removed. 
Gaines said he wasn’t aware that 
the offjcial heat was off and gave 
— 

Hiughes and the agency an okay. 


Originally Gaines had turned down 
the spots because he thought the film 


and exploftatidn were in “bad taste.” 


do not go awry—as they are wont to 
do with Frankie. 


| On Sept. 19 McLaughlin turns his 
‘entire two-hour “570 Club” show 
fover to the yodeler who sits in as 
guest, telling and being asked his 
story. During this time some 20 Sina- 


+.» 


‘tra disks will be ‘aired’ 





KLZ’S SHOWMANAGER 


HUGH B. TERRY 


K LZ, three-times winner of 
VARIETY’s annual Showmanagement 
Award. has, in addition during the 
past six years, received 25 other 
major awards for outstanding pro- 
gramming, promotion and com- 
munity service. 


ABC in Middle 
In RCA, NBC Tiff 
On Video Stunt 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 


ABC, which had planned a coop- 
erative large-screen tele promotion 
stunt at the NAB convention with 
and paralleling that put on by RCA- 
NBC, got the raw end of the deal 
when an intramural spat between 
RCA and NBC knocked these plans 
into a cocked hat. 

ABC had planned to work cheek 
by jowl with NBC in staging a tele- 
cast of an aquacade from the Hotel 
Brighton boardwalk pool last Fri- 
day (12) which was to have been re- 
layed by courtesy of an RCA link 
to WFIL, Philly, and broadcast there 











The Hard Way 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

In unveiling its large screen 
(5x7 feet), television projection 
before NAB delegates here, RCA 
was confronted with the most 
complicated transmission setup 
to date. 

It was case of transmitting 
from the Empire State Bldg. 
tower in New York, to Mount 
Rose, N. J., then to Philco in 
Philadelphia, with two specially- 
constructed relay antennas to 
complete the gap between Philly 
and Atlantic City. 





along with a local showing at the 
Hotel Ambassador. 

Family spat between RCA and 
NBC — as ABC tells the story— 
spoiled the arrangement with result 
that no link was available for ABC 
tele director Paul Mowrey’s big 
show. Only audience was handful 
of viewers at the Hotel Ambassador 
here. RCA did come through with a 
few hundred yards of line to carry 
the show several blocks down the 
beach from the Hotel Brighton. 

ABC recouped part of its tele loss 
with a second showing of the Brigh- 
ton aquacade Sunday (14) with a 
special press demonstration. Ener- 
getic Mowrey also had crews at work 
filming NAB registrants for a special 
Sunday night show. The pix were 
flown to Philly for broadcast over 
WFIL, along with simultaneous 
viewing at A.C.’s Ambassador hotel. 


Swift’s ‘Club’ Renewal 
Eases ABC Exec Minds 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Swift Co. last week renewed its 
share of “The Breakfast Club” for 
another 13 weeks, effective Oct. 16, 
and ABC’s sales execs here let out a 
sigh of relief. Although they felt se- 
cure that Swift wouldn’t walk out of 
“Club,” these execs have had their 
fingers crossed ever since Swift sev- 
eral weeks ago expressed its dis- 
pleasure over the admission of Toni 


Permanent Hair Wave as another 
client. 


_ The food outfit told ABC at the 
time that it was peeved at Toni’s ac- 
ceptance as co-sponsor of the “Club” 
because when it (Swift) originally 
made the deal for participation in 
the show there was an understand- 
ing that only products with kitchen 











appeal would be accepted. 


any code, and suggested rewording 


Hest. 


gave network stations competitive 
dollars. NAB prexy Justin Miller 


preamble to the code which would 


adopt a code immediately, but to 


mitting only “qualified authorities” 








Elmo Green, KFTD, Ft. Dodge, fa. 


The Opposition Speaks Up! 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 


Any hope of the NAB’s tough new code getting the nod this week 
vanished this evening (Tues.) as more than # dozen indies and small 
network affiliates urged the appointment of a new committee te review 
and rewrite commercial code limitations more to their liking. They alse 
asked for an industry-wide referendum before the NAB board voted on 


of several program sections of the 


present document. In view of the kickback on the code, the convention 
session to discuss it was recessed until Thursday (18) noon. As a result, 
it was believed the NAB board would not get around to a code vote 
before a post-convention meeting scheduled for November, at the ear- 


The indies’ anti-code campaign was sparked by WNEW (N.Y.) program 
manager Fed Cott, who claimed commercial sections of the document 


advantage in attracting advertiser 
then asked Cott to head an indie 


committee to draft alternative provisions, Miller said he was mulling a 


answer another of Cott’s objections, 


i.e, that the code imposes maximum commercial limitations but sets 
no minimum standards for public service broadcasting. 

A similar contention that the web’s views got most recognition in the 
NAB code was expressed by Fred Fletcher, WRAL, Raleigh, who pointed 
out that 250-watters, even though web affiliates, got less than 30% of 
their revenue from net sales and had to depend primarily on local spon- 
sors. Fletcher demanded a referendum before any code vote was taken, 
, blasted the code as “window dress- 
ing and in bad taste,’ characterized it as “negative and confused,” and 
claimed its adoption would only “forge a weapon for our enemies.” Miller 
denied these charges, declaring it was not the NAB board’s purpose to 


study all criticism. He added that 


the proposed code was whipped together in a hurry only to satisfy the 
demands “of the trade press, the general press, and critics of radio.” 

A gripe against code provisions on controversial programs came from 
UAW-CIO radio director Allen Saylor, who protested the clauses limiting 
these stints to certain time periods, banning dramatizations, and per- 


to discuss controversial subjects. 























wise the annual confab has resolved 
itself into a mere “here-we-go- 
again” reprise. 

As the delegates assembled in Con- 
vent#n Hall this afternoon for the 
all-important discussion of the code, 
the question of whether the industry 
would buy it seemed to rest with the 
pocketbook-conscious small station 
operators who, through their mul- 
tiple local plug-ugly deals, are bound 
to be most vitally affected by adop- 
tion of the code. Consensus of a 
large segment of the broadcasters is 
that it will take a steamroller to put 
it across, for opposition to the new 
standards of practice appeared to 
be mounting on the eve of the code 
airing. 

Kept Under Wraps 

A lot of the broadcasters are re- 
sentful of the fact that the code’s 
contents had been kept under wraps 
until yesterday ‘Mon.), 24 hours be- 
fore NAB prexy Justin Miller was 
throwing it on the floor for discus- 
sion with the attitude of many be- 
ing: “Why should we buy a pig in 
a poke?” 

It appears a certainty that the 
NAB board of directors won't adopt 
the code-at the close of the conven- 
tion this week, despite widespread 
sentiment that immediate action is 
necessary lest the broadcasters re- 
vert to a state of inertia. Rather, 
it appears a foregone conclusion that 
the board will hold off on a decision 
until it is specially-convened again 
in November. : 

Full NAB membership vote is not 
required under the by-laws with the 
board empowered to act as it sees 
fit. Nevertheless it was because of 
prexy Justin Miller's desire to sound 
out full industry sentiment that the 
code was brought before the floor. 

Originally scheduled for airing on 
Thursday, the closing day of the 
convention, it Was moved up to 
Tuesday, second day of the confab, 
on the premise that the problem 
should be tackled while it was still 
hot, that by Thursday many broad- 
casters would be deserting the con- 
vention. Also regarded as a factor 
4 stimulating interest in the code 
was the avowal of support from NBC 
and its affiliated stations at the 
web’s convention which preceded 
the NAB meet. Similarly CBS, ABC 
and Mutual came out for a new code 
and it’s from the bigtime affiliate 
stations that support must come. 

Locals The Problem 

It’s the low-powered regional and 
local station that comprises 70% of 
the NAB membership that has to be 
reckoned with and since the NAB 
board wants its final decision on 
adoption or rejection to reflect the 
overall sentiment, the commercial 
hot potato is due for plenty of toss- 
ing around. . 

Another factor that might mitigate 
the chances of adoption, is the op- 
position from advertising agencies 
who have been doing some quiet 
campaigning to help kill the code. 
It’s their contention that there's no 
need for such drastic cleaning up 
of commercials, that the potshots 
at radio stem primarily from news- 
paper publishers who don’t own sta- 
tions and are resentful of the coin 
being poured into radio's coffers. 





True, some of the larger agencies 


Continued from page 1 


Radio’s $430,000,000 Question 








are backing the code, as reflected 
for example in the expressions of 
Sigurd Larmon, president of Young 
and Rubicam. But the fact remains 
that some other agencies have defin- 
itely aligned themselves agifinst 
adoption of the code. 

Here’s the four network affiliate 
position on the code: NBC affiliates 
were first to come out for the code, 
even though its contents were un- 
known at time resolution was 
passed. 

CBS affiliate advisory board voted 
“strong endorsement” of the new 
code, with web prexy Frank Stan- 
ton recalling it was board chairman 
William S. Paley who shouted up 
the code cry at last year’s meeting. 

ABC prexy Mark Woods and Rog- 
er Clipp, of WFIL, Philly, chairman 
of the Stations Planning and Advis- 
ory Committee, called for a board 
code but cautioned against hasty ac- 
tion. They urged “thorough study” 
before adoption. Mutual veepee Bob 
Swezey urged stations to endorse a 
set of standards even if they couldn't 
see their way clear to going along 
100% with the document as now 
written. Swezey said both he and 
prexy Ed Kobak favored present 
code. But he did not call tor vote of 
affiliates. 


ABC EXECS OK OUTDOOR 
BILLBOARD CAMPAIGN 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 


Plan for blanket ad coverage of 
all main highways in the U. S. with 
giant-size lighted billboards got the 
nod from ABC affiliates meeting 
with web execs here yesterday (15). 
ABC is first web to plug a nation- 
wide outdoor ad campaign and has 
skedded campaigns for all five M. 
and O. ABC stations. 

Web also tried for big play with 
its affiliates on Newsweek biog 
(Sept. 15) plugging infant ABC's 
spiraling billings, in face of slumps 
on other three webs this year, and 
web’s coup on disking Crosby de- 
spite major web opposition. 


‘Queen’ Sold Out 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Dotted line action by the Inter- 
national Milling Co. of Minneapolis 
last week put the sold-out tag across 
the board on Mutual’s “Queen for a 
Day.” The flour firm wrapped up 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
quarter hours on 193 stations of the 
Dixieland circuit. 
A. A. Crooks of Dallas is the 
agency, 











NEW CHI RADIO REPS 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Lorenzen and Thompson, news- 
paper reps, disclosed last week that 
they were entering the radio rep 
field, beginning Nov. 1. 

James J. Devine, v.p., will lead 
the new radio division in the New 
York office and Carlin S. French 
will be manager of radio operations 
of the Chicago office. French was 





former owner of WTMV in East St. 
Louis, Ti," ** : 








TRAMMELL SPARKS NBC MEET 


NAB’s ‘Road Map to Good Radio Stirs 
Conflict; Commercials Cut Up to 207; 
Curbs on Diskers, Giveaways, Plugs 
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Miller Calls for United Front’ By 


B’casters; Warns 


vs. Lrend of Govt. 


Domination of Intl Radio Setup 


By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY + 


Atlantie City, Sept. 16. 

Urgent plea for a united broad- 
casters’ battle for free radio legisla- 
tion, support for the NAB code to 
raise level of present programming, 
and a grim warning that the broad- 
casters move against trend toward 
Government domination of interna- 
tional radio, headlined NAB prexy 
Justin Miller’s omnibus report to the 


Atlantic City convention today 
(Tues). 
Miller’s speech sparked a new 


drive for amendment of the commu- 
nications act to give FCC only tech- 
nical jurisdiction over radio opera- 
The NAB official pointed to 
a “long fight ahead.” He warned 
that unless broadcasters maintain a 
united front, “American radio will 
be taken over, step by step, until it 
becomes a Government operation.” 

He listed as obvious trends in that 
direction “operations of the FCC, 
pursuing the philosophy of the Blue 
Book,” ... movements for state sys- 
tems of broadcasting and “efforts to 
play down the constitutional guaran- 
tee of free speech evidenced by 
maneuver to remove certain words 
from section 326 of the communica- 
tions act.” 

Miller’s draft of a new “free radio” 
bill will be released to the press to- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Webs Show Off 
Social Side 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

NBC and CBS rivalry even ex- 
tended into the festive hoopla cooked 
up for the annual convention. CBS 
Dinner-Dance Sunday (14) night at 
Traymore, jampacked with 700, was 
highlighted by an Irving Mansfield- 
Werner Michel “production” star- 
ring Dorothy Shay and Abe Bur- 
rows. NBC sparked its own conven- 
tion with a dowble-decker dimner- 
dance-entertainment fiesta Friday 
(12) and Saturday nights at Claridge 
Hotel hdg., also with lots of talent 
on hand. 

Only squawk at the three dinners 
was lack of air-conditioning. The 
joints roasted. Also, CBS mikes 
broke down during entertainment. 
With 706 radio people there to whoop 
it up, there wasn't a guy around who 
could fix the mikes. But the Bur- 
rows-Shay comkg when heard 
wowed ’em. 


BIOW AGENCY EYES 
BUDDY ROGERS AIRER 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

It's the Biow Co: that’s interested 
in the airshow being readied by 
Charles (Buddy) Rogers, though the 
sponsor in mind is indeterminable. 
Jack Runyon of Biow has been in 
huddiles with Rogers and his pack- 
ager, Mal BoNl, and writer Ray 
Buffum on several -occasions. 

Likely that initial platter will be 
cut out of town since the show will 
have a talent runoff format a la the 
standard “amateur” show and touch 
of too much professionalism here 
might hinder. Idea will not, how- 
ever, b@ tyro but nearer a combina- 


tion of both, using unknown pros 
as well, 


Stang Into Cantor Spot 
On $800 Plus Basis 


Arnold Stang goes to the Coast 
tomorrow (Thurs.) to become a 
regular featured stooge on the Eddie 
Cantor show resuming Sept. 25 on 
NBC for Pabst. He bowed off the 
Milton Berle and Henry Morgan 
Stanzas to take the Cantor spot. 











Understood the young comic is to | 


get $800 a week, with yearly options 
up to $1,250 after five years, with 


the deal involving guest appearances | 


On non-competitive programs. . 


1 





Quick, Watson! 


Atlantic City, 


Sept. 16. 
CBS got in its first rib at 
NBC’s new policy on programs 
during the dinner Columbia 


gave its affiliates at the Tray- 
more Sunday night (14). Needle 
was applied during personal ap- 
pearance of “It Pays To Be 
Ignorant,” which was part of the 
vaudeville that wound up affair. 


Tom Howard remarked in heat 
of quiz crossfire with his troupe. 


“Why, even a schoolboy could 
spell ‘Mississippi’.” “Yeah,” shot 
back Lulu) McConnell, “and 


where are you going to find one 
at this hour when they’re all in 
bed so that they can't listen to 
crime shows?” 








‘Lush Days Over’ 
Sig Larmon Warns; 
Cites Y&R Billings 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 


Sigurd Larmon, president of 
Young & Rubicam agency, warned 
the radio industry that the lush days 
were over, that it was a case now 
of keeping pace with the changing 
times by developing improved stand- 
ards in programming. He cited the 
case of his own agency, as an illus- 
tration, pointing to the fact that 
while Y&R’s overall billings are at 
an all-time high, the agency’s been 
taking it on the chin, radiowise, dur- 
ing the past year. 

Larmon asserted that the leader- 
ship and guidance must come from 
the networks, “particularly in cor- 
recting certain program conditions 
which provoke public criticism.” For 
example, Larmon deplored the ten- 
dency for networks and broadcasters 
to concentrate on certain types of 
programs which, he says, makes for 
unbalanced programming with 
blocks of time devoted to a single 
kind of program. Such sameness, he 
argued, deprives the listener of ex- 
ercising a reasonable choice in lis- 
tening. 

Larmon also saw a great need of 
improving the moral tone and geod 
taste of shows, citing specifically 
mystery, crime and detective and 
comedy programs. He also deplored 
the lack of an adequate censorship 
“in spite of every safeguard” and 
supported the industry's move for a 
code to combat commercial ex- 
cesses. 

But above all, in the opinion of 
Larmon, what radio needs is “the 
courageous exercise of more orig- 
inal thinking” designed to develop 
new talent and new types of pro- 
grams. 


Curtiss Mulling New 
Cross-Board Pic Quiz 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Curtiss Candy is mulling new 
film-quiz show, “Reach for a Star,” 
that Chi announcer Pierre Andre 
dreamed up during his recent so- 
journ’ on the Coast. 

Idea, which is about all Andre 
salvaged of his invasion of Holly- 
wood, is novel in that each five-a- 
week show would be preceded by a 
two-hour warmup at which current 
film would be unreeled. During 30- 
minute broadcast following, six con- 
testants would be quizzed on pic 
with top scorers taking roles in re- 
enactment of scene. Winning actor, 
chosen by audience applause, would 
receive loot ranging from refrigera- 








tors to cross-country trips. 

| Tie-in with Photoplay mag would 
| provide brief summary of latest film 
| news. Show is packaged by Green 
j Associates of Chi. 
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REBEL GROUP 
BAGK INTO LINE 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

NBC’s first convention for affiliate 
Station members will perhaps best 
be remembered as projecting the 
network’s prexy, Niles Trammell, 
into topnotch industry leadership 
ranks for his sparking of construc- 
tively-slanted accomplishments. 

It was virtually the unanimous ex- 
pression of affiliate delegates 
the network’s initial convention 
came off with resounding success—a 
success in terms of establishing 
closer working relationship between 
the parent network and the affiliates, 
in dissolving a- minor insurrection 
among a group of midwest station 
operators who were concerned over 
the possibility of NBC reforms hurt- 
ing their pocketbooks, and overall 
formulating of policy to improve in- 
dustry standards. 

The unanimous adoption of a reso- 
lution urging passage of an NAB 
code for improved broadcasting 
practices, with-NBC affiliates by 
their pre-NAB convention § action 
thus becoming the first to shout it 
up for an industry code, highlighted 
a succession of Trammell - inspired 
acts that sent the delegates away 
feeling they had not come in vain. 

During its two-day meet, NBC 
jumped headlong into the television 
picture, beating the drums for a 
“now or never” projection of video 
into the bigtime and urging the af- 
filiates to “come on in.” It started 
the ball rolling toward a more com- 
prehensive industry job on public 
relations. 

‘Go Ahead’ On Reforms 

It gave Trammell the “go ahead” 
on reforms designed to curb com- 
mercial abuses on the NBC kilo- 
cycles as the Harry Bannister (WWJ, 
Detroit) Rump committee “Moun- 
tain” of opposition brought forth a 
“mouse.” Further, it helped estab- 
lish a more cohesive functiening of 

cereneee 4 on | page 42) 


NAB Proves isin 
Assn. Has More Members 
Yet Smaller Percentage 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

Here’s one for the books. 

The annual report of the NAB 
shows a smaller percentage of broad- 
casters joined up as_ association 
members than a few years ago, yet 
paradoxically NAB has, numerically, 
more members than any previous 
time. 

Reason, of course, is the wholesale 
invasion of new licensees into the 
field. FCC's been giving them out so 
fast, that NAB hasn't had time yet 
to sign them up. 

Report shows 63% of the total 
number of standard broadcast sta- 
tions as members. A few years back 
it was 74%. Total NAB membership, 
incidentally, today numbers 1,372 
stations. 


BOB FELLER TO STAR ON 
‘SPORTS QUESTION BOX’ 


Bob Feller, Cleveland Indians 
pitching ace, is the star of a tran- 
scribed sports quiz series produced 
and syndicated by Frank Chase. 
Titled “Your Sports Question Box,” 
it will be sold as an open-end twice- 
weekly 15-minute series for local 
sponsorship. The first 13 programs 
have already been waxed. Feller is 
on a 52-week guarantee. 

Show will cover not only base- 
ball, but also football, basketball, 
tennis, golf, swimming and even 
such non-athletic games as bowling, 
pool. etc. Chase is the m.c., pro- 
ducer and writer of the series, and 
is co-directof with Gertrude (Mrs.) 
Chase. 

This is the first series Chase has 
syndicated on his own, although he 
started the NBC transcription de- 
partment and wrote and produced 
the original “Superman” series. He 
is also putting together a television 
show about pool and billiards, titled 
“It's Your Cue.” 

’ ) 
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_ 'negotiations for 10 days, 











Next Meet Going West 
Atlantic City, Sept. 16 

Looks like the next annual 

i} NAB convention—to be moved 


up to the spring (in May )—will 
be held on the Coast, with a lot 
of the boys drumming it up for a 
Frisco confab. Others want it in 


Los Angeles. Board will decide 
Thursday (18). 
Meanwhile, NBC's first con- 


vention came off in such grand 
style that it was voted to re- 
prise it annually. However, 
whether it will be held as a 
“trailer” to the industry conven- 
tion, as was done this year, will 
be left to the stations to decide. 


P&G Warnng 
Pulls Props On 








Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 
What last vestige of hope might 
have remained in any attempt of the 
networks to boost their rates ameng 


Neil H. McElroy, the P&G is striving 
"Por 
vertising dollar.” 

Question of networks hiking their 
rates in a bid to offset upped operat- 
ing costs has come up periodically 
among the networks. But web ex- 
ecs have been influenced in their re- 
luctance to take the drastic step sole- 
ly by an awareness that they might 
invite an exodus of bankrollers out 
of radio into other media. Appar- 
ently McElroy’s note of warning is 
seen as the clincher that the net- 
works had the right slant all along. 


NETS, DIRECTORS TO 
RESUME PACT TALKS 


The Radio Directors Guild and the 
four networks will resume negotia- 
tions Monday (22) for a possible na- 
tional contract for directors. The 
talks were broken off about six 
weeks ago when the companies chal- 
lenged the union’s claim of repre- 
senting a majority of the directors. 


Since then, the Guild has 


ae 





geles locals. As expected, the New 
York local voted overwhelming en- 
dorsement of the union's negotiating 


committee. However, the Chicago 
chapter surprised by refusing to 
support a walkout call, and the 


Coast group did the unexpected by 
voting to back up a strike. 
Entire situation § is_ still little 
changed from that of a year ago. 
Writers, Webs Huddle 


After breaking off negotiations last 
week, the Radio Writers Guild and 
the networks resumed huddles on a 
minimum contract covering all 
scripters of commercial and sustain- 
ing programs, but have made little 
progress toward reaching an agree- 
ment. As before, the prime issue is 





terial. fees, 
working condi- 


etc., remain to be 


Questions of minimum 
length of contract. 
tions, air credit, 
| discussed. 

| Agreement was reached before 
| Aug. 22, when the Taft-Hartley Law 
became effective, recognizing the 
Guild as bargaining agent for the 
|writers, and establishing a 90% 
| Guild 
ithe balance of the issues could be 
| worked out. 





Rate Boosts 


advertisers was seen completely | 
eliminated in Procter & Gamble’s 
warning, via its general manager, 

' 


a more efficient use of its ad- | 


2 y had to take their prospects into 
strike votes of the memberships of | pot stuf i ciiliead 
its New York, Chicago and Los An- | ny: SS SE cae 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 
: NAB's toughest industry code— 
calculated to cut volume of commer- 
| cial copy heard on the nation’s ether 


j} lanes anywhere from 3% to 20% 

| was released to the press by NAB 
| prexy Justin Miller here yesterday 
| (Mon.). Document borrows gener- 
| ously from current network credos 
of the past three NAB codes, and 
shows impact of widespread criti- 


cism from women’s clubs and other 
arganized pressure groups in chil- 
dren and crime program categories. 

About 90% of the code, according 
to NAB program director Harold 


Fair, could be put into operation 
immediately. Dangerous 10% is the 
new limit on commercial copy 
(three-minute ceiling on all 15-min- 
ute shows regardless, etc.). This 
will be target of most industry- 
advertiser-agency opposition. Even 


if accepted by the ad men and non- 
affiliated stations, these provisions 
would not go into effect immediately 
since present station-advertiser con- 
tracts wotfld in no way be affected 
by the new code. 

Disk - jockey shows, “musical 
clocks,” shopping guides and morn- 
ing stints would be hardest hit by 
the code strictures. There are now 
no limits on number or duration of 
such plug-uglies but they would be 
subject to same conditions as single- 
sponsor shows under the new code, 
| This means three minutes plug per 
| quarter-hour segment and one and 
|two minutes for five and 10-minute 








multiple-sponsored shows, respec- 
tively. 
Bitter opposition from  sponsor- 


| advertising groups has already forced 
(Continued on page 40) 


Disker Assn. 
Idea Fizzles 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

Meve to organize open-end pro- 
ducers and other transcription 
makers into an association of their 
own blew up Monday (15) when 
some of the major companies in the 
field rejected membership, Attitude 
of the latter was that the business 
was still in a questionably competi- 
tive state to insure a sound organi- 
zation. 

Major motive among some of the 
open-enders for organizing was the 
position they have found themselves 
in as exhibitors at the NAB-directed 
layout in Convention Hall. The 
open-enders have been complaining 
over fact that while they could dis- 
play their wares on exhibition fleor 





tions. 
Similar efforts toward organiza- 
tion of station reps over the years 





| 
| 


have likewise failed with similar 
reason often cited. 


-Linkletter to Resume 
As ‘Party,’ ‘People’ M.C. 


After confabs with General Elec- 
tric and Young & Rubicam execs. 
Art Linkletter returned to the Coast 
over the weekend to resume as m.c. 





of the “House Party” and “People 
te Funny” audience participation 
Snows 


He and Mrs. Linkletter spent 


| a week in New York after a vaca- 
| tion tour of Latin America. 


still that of the rights to written ma- 


“House Party” will be sponsored 
on a five-afternoons-a-week basis 


| again this season on CBS by General 


| Originally sponsored by 


Electric, through Y & R. It was 


the same 


| firm on a five-a-week schedule. but 


| Bridgeport 


shop, but on condition that | 


Sam Moore, RWG pres- | 


j ident, planed out Monday night (15) 


|\for Hollywood, after participating in 


24% 


i Funny” 


later reduced to thrice- weekly spon- 
sorship and finally dropped, because 
of labor troubles at the GE plant at 
It has been a CBS sus- 
tainer in the interim. “People Are 
Funny” continues Friday nights on 
NBC for Brown & Williamson, 
through the Seeds agency. 

Various people have been m.c. on 
“House Party” and “People Are 
during Linkletter’s akseuce, 
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Text of NAB Code 








Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

The following is the full text of 
the proposed Standards of Practice 
of the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
which is scheduled for general mem- 
bership airing tomorrow (Thurs.): 

Section 1 
STANDARDS FOR ALL 
PROGRAMS 

The standards enunciated in Sec- 
tion I of this Code apply to the treat- 
ment of all types of programs. 

Religion 

The subject of religion should in- 
variably be treated with respect. 
Reverence should mark any mention 
of the name of God, His attributes 
or powers. Reference to religious 
faiths, tenets or customs should be 
respectful and in good taste,.free of 
prejudice and ridicule. 

Religious rites—baptism,. marriage. 
burial and other sacraments— should 
be portrayed with accuracy. A priest 


or minister, when portrayed in his ' 


calling, should be vested with the 
dignity of his office. 
Race, Creed, Color 


No program should be considered | 


acceptable which derides, misrepre- 
sents or attacks any person or in- 
stitution by reason of race, creed, 
color or national origin. 

Profanity and Obscenity 

Sacrilegious, blasphemous, pro- 
fane, salacious, obscene, vulgar or 
indecent material should not be 
broadcast. 

Sex 

All reference to sex should be 
within the limits of good taste and 
decency. Dramatic situatio—®s, dialog 
or lyrics which are suggestive or 
involve “double entendre” should not 
be used. 

Sex crimes — seductions, rape, 
etc. and sex abnormalities are net 
desirable subjects for broadcast. 

Marriage and the Home 

Respect for the sanctity of mar- 
Triage and the home should be main- 
tained. 
relations should not be made a vehi- 


cle for suggestive or offensive lines. | 


Adultery and other infractions of 


as glamorous or socially or morally 
excusable. 
Diverce should not be casually 


treated or advanced as the normal | 


solution to marital problems. No 
material tending to break down 
juvenile respect for parents, the 
home or moral conduct should be 
broadcast. 
Insebriety and Excessive Drinking 

Insobriety or excessive drinking 
should not be portrayed as desirable 
or prevalent factors in American 
life, and reference thereto should be 
kept incidental to the development 
of plot or character. 

Narcotic Addiction 

Narcotic addiction should never be 

presented except as a vicious habit. 
Crime and Horror 

Crime and punishment should 
never be presented in a way that 
will portray the criminal in an at- 
tractive light or condone the crime. 
Criminals should always be pun- 
ished, either specifically or by im- 
plication. The technique and meth- 
ods of crime should not be presented 
in enough detail to invite imitation. 

Brutal killings, torture or physical 
agony should never be presented in 
deiail. Episodes involving the kid- 
napping of children should never be 
€': ployed. Sound effects, calculated 
to mislead, shock, or unduly alarm 
the listener, should not be used. 


Physical and Mental Afflictions 


Program material which depends | 


upon physical or mental imperfec- 
lions or deformities should not be 
used in a way which will tend to of- 
fend sufferers from similar defects. 
The presentation of insanity or 
other mental or physical maladjust- 
ments for any sort of plot develop- 
ment should be approved only if 
within the bounds of good taste, 


Simulation of News 

Fictional events and non-news 
programs should not be presented as 
authentic new broadcasts, or news 
announcements. 

Sound effects and expression char- 
acteristically associated with news 
broadcasts, such as “Bulletin,” 
“Flash,” “Stand by,” “Here's News,” 
“Attention,” should be reserved for 
the announcement of news and 
should not be used for any other 


Marriage or extra-marital | 


' vail in the selection and handling of 
moral law should not be presented | 


should at all times be handling with- 


use of the term “Court’ in a program 
' title, in such a manner as to create 
|the false impression that the pro- 
| ceedings broadcast are vested with 
judicial or official authority, should 
not be employed. 
Professional Advice 

Broadcasting of legal, medical or 
other professional advice, diagnosis 
or treatment should be permitted 
|only in conformity with the law, and 
| recognized ethical and professional 
| standards. 

Sports Events 

The regular and recurrent broad- 
casting of information relating to 
prevailing odds on any sports event, 
the effect of which could be expected 
to encourage gambling, should not 
be permitted. 
Section 2 
STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMS 
News Broadcasts 
1. News broadcasts should keep 
the people informed—fairly, ac- 
,ecurately and without sensational 
| treatment. 
2. News commentary and an- 
|alysis should be clearly identified as 
such. The broadcaster’s news serv- 
ice should be fair, balanced and un- 
biased, representing all significant 
and pertinent phases of opinion upon 
issues of public importance. 
3. Broadcasters should be at all 
times responsible for the control of 
the content and format, and pres- 
entation of all news, commentary 
and news analysis broadcasts. In 
no circumstance should such _ re- 
sponsibility be delegated to a spon- 
sor or other person or agency. 
4. Newscasters, analysts and com- 
mentators should be members of the 
broadcaster's staff or be directly and | 
solely responsible to the broadcaster 
for the content, format and presenta- 
| tion of their news, commentary and 
| news analysis broadcasts. 
| 5. News should not be broadcast 
in such a manner as to create alarm 
or panic. 

6. Good taste should always pre- 





news. Stories of crime or sex 


details. 

7. Broadcasters should’ exercise 
particular discrimination in the ac- 
;ceptance and placement of com- 
| mercial announcements on news pro- 
grams. Special care should be used 
|to avoid those sound effects, singing 
|; commercials or other devices which, 
while acceptable in other programs, 
| would not be appropriate when used 
}in connection with news program- 


,out morbid, sensational or ooraeg | 
} 


| ming. 
8. No middle commercial an- 
nouncement (announcements pre- 


ceded and followed by regular or 
analytical news context) should be 
included in programs of news, news 
commentary and news _ analysis 
which are less than 15 minutes 
(14:30) in length. 

9. Commercial announcements in | 
connection with news * programs | 
should be distinctly set apart from 
the news content. 


Agricultural News 

10. Agricultural and market 
newscasts should be governed by the 
Same general standards applicable 
_ to news broadcast. 
| Political Broadcasts 
| General 
| All political broadcasts should be 
| im accordance with the provisions of 
|the Federal Communications Act. 
The procedure outlined in those 
| provisions should be followed with 
Ie age to allotting time in behalf 





| of, or against, public proposals 
_which are subject to ballot. 
| Policies 


1. No dramatization of political 
| issues should be permitted. 
| 2. All poltical broadcasts must be 
clearly identified as such. 
| 3. Poltical broadcasts should not 
| be subject to censorship, but the 
broadcaster should reserve the right 
to check them for compliance with 
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TONY PASTOR 
Philadelphia's bell-ringer! 
Tony is ringing the bell in Philly. 
Not the Liberty Bell, but the silver- 
toned cutie in the cash register at 

the “Click.” 

Howard Sinnott (GAC) and Lang- 
Worth's V.P. O'Keefe have con- 
cluded new contract guaranteeing 
Pastor transcriptions to 500 Lang- 
Worth affiliates for 12 happy 
months. 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 











periods or programs specifically de- 
signed for that purpose. 

2. Controversial issue programs 
should be clearly identified as such 
and no techniques should be per- 
mitted which may mislead listeners 
to believe the program is of a news, 
entertainment or other character. 


3. Where time for the discussion 
of controversial issues is provided 
to one side, it should be available on 
equal terms to significant opposing 
viewpoints, 

4. No dramatizations of controver- 

sial issues should be permitted. The 
material should be presented in a 
straightforward manner to appeal to 
the intellect and reasoning of the 
listener, rather than to his emotions. 
The presentation should be made by 
properly identified authorities. 
5. Broadcasts of controversial is- 
sues should not be subject to censor- 
ship, but the broadcaster should re- 
serve the right to check them for 
compliance with the laws of defama- 
tion, sedition, etc. 


Religious Programs 


To every American the Bill of 
Rights guarantees freedom of wor- 
ship without fear in intimidation or 
reprisal. Radio, therefore, which 
reaches men of all creeds simultane- 
ously, should not be used to convey 
attacks upon religion. 

Religious programs should be pre- 
sented by recognized and responsible 
groups and organizations. 

Religious broadcasts should place 
major emphasis on broad religious 
truths. They should not be used for 
the presentation of controversial 
questions or for the expression of 
partisan opinions or discussions. Ap- 
propriate time, other than that 
designated for religious programs, 
should be supplie for such use. 

No offer (other than free copies of 
the message presented) should be 
permitted on religious programs. No 
appeal for funds should be permitted 
on such programs. 


Crime and Mystery Programs 


In determining the acceptability of 
crime and mystery programs, due 
consideration should be given to 
their possible effect on all members 
of the family and the following 
should be observed: 

1. No program should be accepted 
which tends to make the commis- 
sion of crime attractive. 

2. The use of multiple crimes of 
violence and the use of horror for 
its own sake should not be per- 
mitted. 

3. Law enforcement should be up- 
held and portrayed with respect. 
Characterization of officers of the 
law as stupid or ridiculous should 


| be avoided. 


4. Programs which exalt the crim- 
inal or condone the crime should not 








, the law of defamation, sedition, etc. 
Public and Controversia' Issues 

| General 

| Time for the presentation of pub- 
| lie questions, including those of con- 
| troversial nature, should be allotted 
| with due regard to all other ele- 
ments of balanced program sched- 


purpose except where no possible | “J€s. and to the degree of public in- 


confusion may result. 
Litigation 


Comment or opinion on pending 
litigation which could reasonably be 
construed as an attempt to influence 
a decision or which might otherwise 
ebstruct the orderly course of justice 
should not be used. 

Simulation of court atmosphere of 


| terest in the questions to be pre- 
| sented. A_ broadcaster in alloting 
| Such time should use his best efforts 
to insure fair presentation of those 
issues which concern the welfare of 
the community. 

Policies 

_ 1. The presentation of viewpoints 
in connection with controversial 
public issues should be confined to 





{ 


be presented. 

5. Criminals should always be 
punished either specifically or by im- 
plication. 

6. The techniques and methods of 
criminals should never be presented 
in such detail as to inspire imitation. 
Blueprints for crime should be 
avoided. 

7.. The commission of crime should 
not be treated in a frivolous, cynical 
or calloused manner. 

8. Murder, or revenge as a motive 
for murder, should never be justi- 
fied. 

9. Brutal killings, torture or physi- 
cal agony should not be presented in 
detail. 





10. Episodes! involving ‘the kid- 


napping of children should not, be 
broadcast. y 

11. Suicide should never be pre- 
sented as a satisfactory solution of 
any human problem. : 

Children’s Programs 
General 

#rograms designed for children re- 
quire the closest supervision of 
broadcasters, both as to content and 
method of presentation. Programs 
should be based upon sound social 
concepts and should reflect respect 
for parents, law and order, clean 
living, high morals, fair play and 
honorable behavior. 

Policies. 

Programs for children and young 
people should be designed to meet 
the following: 

1. They should convey the com- 
monly accepted moral, social and 


ethical ideals characteristic of 
American life. 

2. They should’ contribute to 
healthy personality development. 


They should contain no material 
which jeopardizes sound character 
development. 

3. They should provide opportuni- 
ties not only for entertainment but 
also cultural growth. 

4. Criminals should not be por- 
trayed as heroes. Cruelty, greed 
and selfishness should not be pre- 
sented as worthy motivations, Un- 
fair exploitation of others for per- 
sonal gain should not be made 
praiseworthy. Vice in any of its 
manifestations should not be made 
appealing or attractive. 

5. Programs involving tortures, 
horror, or the supernatural, where 
likely to terrify or unduly excite the 
emotions, should be avoided. 

6. No profanity or vulgarity should 
be permitted: 

7. No references should be made 
to kidnapping, or threats of kid- 
napping. 

8. No program or episode should 
contain material or end with an in- 
cident which will create in the 
child’s mind morbid suspense or 
other harmful nervous reactions. 

9. No appeal should be made to 
the child to help characters in the 
story by sending in box tops or 
wrappers. There should be no ap- 
peals urging children to purchase the 
product in order to keep the pro- 
gram on the air. 

10. Since contests and offers which 
encourage children to enter strange 
places and to converse with strang- 
ers in an effort to collect box tops 
or wrappers may present a definite 
element of danger to the children, 
they should not be accepted. 

Section 3 
COMMERCIAL POLICIES 
Acceptability of Advertiscr and 
Prodact 
No broadcaster should make his 
facilities available to or accept com- 
mercial copy for any product or | 
service until he had satisfied himself | 
of the integrity of the advertisers, | 
the quality of product, or value of | 
service and the validity of the claims | 
made, and the good taste of the com- | 
mercial presentation. | 


with the highest standards of good 
taste and business ethics. 

13. Any school, educational insti. 
tution, person, firm, or organization 
offering services of a professional or 
specialized character until the broad- 
caster has satisfied himself that the 
institution, person, firm or organi- 
zation is able to fulfill all claims 
made and inducements offered in its 
commercial copy. 

14. Professions in which it is 
deemed unethical to advertise. 

Product or Service Claims 

Broadcasters should not accept for 
broadcast: 

1. Advertising statements or 
claims that are false or deceptive. 

2. Misleading statement of price 
or value, or misleading comparisons 
of price or value. 

3. Any copy which offensively de- 
lscribes or dramatizes distress or 
| morbid situations involving ailments. 
| 4. Unfair attacks upon competitors, 
|!competing products, or other indus- 
tries, professions or institutions. 

5. Claims that a product will effect 
a cure. 

Presentations of Commercials 

1. Broadcasters should take par- 
ticular care in the production and 
presentation of commercials. Dis- 
turbing or annoying sound effects or 
devices, blatant announcers, and 
over-repetition should be avoided. 
Time Limitations on Commercials 

1. The maximum commercial time, 
including station breaks, allowable in 
any 15 minute segment of broadcast 
time, regardless of type of program, 
or sponsorship, or how such 15 min- 
ute segment is divided into program 
units cr announcements, should not 
exceed three minutes, 

2. The maximum commercial time 
allowabie to any single sponsor, re- 
gardless of type of program, should 
be as follows: 

Before 6 P.M. 





5-minute programs (4:30) 1:60. 
10-minute programs (9:30) 2:00, 
15-minute programs (14:30) 2:40. 
30-minute programs (29:30) 4:00. 
45-minute programs (44:30) 5:30. 
60-minute programs (59:30) 7:00. 
After 6 P.M. and Sunday 
5-minute programs (4:30) 1:00, 
10-minute programs (9:30) 2:00. 


15-minute programs (14:30) 2 
25-minute programs (24:30) 2 
30-minute programs (29:30) 3:00. 
45-minute programs (44:30) 4: 
60-minute programs (59:30) 6:00. 
3. All multiple sponsorship pro- 
grams such as participation pro- 





| grams, announcement programs, 
|“musical clocks” and shopping 
|guides, which “heretofore through 


;} general practice have been exempt 
| from any commercial time limita- 
tions, are subject to the limitation 
| set forth in paragraph 1 and, in the 
icase of such programs of half-hour, 
| three-quarter hour and hour dura- 
|tion, to appropriate multiples of that 
limitation. Five and 10-minute mul- 
tiple sponsorship programs are sub- 
ject to the limitations set forth in 
paragraph 2 for such length pro- 
grams, namely, one minute and two 
minutes respectively. 


Business Not Acceptable 

Broadcasters should not accept ad- 
vertising of: 

1. Any spirituous (“hard”) liquor. 

2. Any product or service, the sale 
or rendition of which, or the method 
of sale or performance, constitutes a 
violation of law. 

3. Any occultism, fortune-telling, 
mind-reading, or character-reading 
| by handwriting, numerology, palm- 
| reading, astrology or phrenology. 

4. Matrimonial agencies, 

5. Offers of “homework” except by 
firms of unquestioned responsibility. 

6. Any “dopester,” tip-sheet or 
race track publications. 

7. All forms of speculative finance. 
Before broadcasters accept any 





fully ascertained that such adver- 
tising and such advertised services 
comply with all pertinent federal. 
State and local laws. 

8. Reducing agents, 





including 
| to perform that function. 

9. Products designed for the care 
| and relief of ailments of human or 
; animal life which sre chronic or 
|irremediable or for conditions in 
| which self-medication presents an 
|}element of danger. 

10. Mortuaries, cemeteries, mor- 
ticians, casket makers. memorial 
| Parks or any product or service as- 
sociated with burial should not be 
accepted unless both the program 
and the commercial copy are han- 
dled in accordance with the highest 
standards of good taste and business 
ethics. 

11. Products which are not accept- 
able conversational topics in mixed 
social groups. 

12. Laxatives, deodorants and 
products claiming similar functional 
service should not be accepted un- 
less both the program and commer- 





financial advertising, it should be | 


| foods and beverages designed solely | 


cial copy are handled in accordance | 


4. Programs of news, news com- 
;mentary and news analysis, which 
|are less than 15 (14:30) minutes in 
jlength should contain no middle 
/commercial announcement. 

5. While there is no restriction on 
; the number of products which any 
single sponsor may advertise within 
the above time limits, commercials 
|for these products should be pre- 
| sented within the framework of the 
| sponsor's program structure. This 
| precludes the use on such programs 
|of simulated spot announcements 
which are divorced from the pro- 
\grem by preceding the introduction 
|of the program itself, or by follow- 
iing its apparent sign-off. To this 
/end the program itself should be an- 
‘nounced and clearly identified be- 
|fore the use of what have been 
|known as “cow-catcher” commer- 
'cials, and the program should be 
signed off after—not before—the use 
'of what have been known as “hitch- 
‘ hike” commercials. 

6. Any reference in a program to 
|any product or service under any 
| trade name, or language sufficiently 
| descriptive to identify same should, 
| except for normal guest identifica- 
'tions, be considered as commercial 
| copy and as such is a part of and in- 
‘cluded in the total time allowances 
as herein provided. 

7. The placement of more than one 
commercial announcement between 
two programs should not be _ per- 
mitted under any circumstances. 

Contests and Offers 

Any broadcasting designed to 
“buy” the radio audience, and to in- 
fluence it to listen in hope of reward, 
rather than for the quality of the 
broadcasting should not be per- 
mitted. 

Contests should be subject to the 
following: 

1. Proposed prize contests should 
be submitted to the broadcaster well 

(Continued on page 42) 
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BMI BMI Divorce Move From NAB Started 


By Streibert; ‘Can 


By BEN- BODEC 
Atlantic City, Sept. 16 

First move to divorcee Broadcast 
Music, Inc. from the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters and put its relations 
with the radio industry on the same 
basis as any other music setup has 
been launched by Theodore C. Sirei- 
a of NAB’s ASCAP committee 
Streibert disclosed that he is urging 
the NAB to set up BMI as an entity 
separate from the association, 
it an independent corporation and 
operate it cn a self-supporting basis 

without any further strings tied to 
the industry. 

While admitting that his plan is 
meeting strong opposition with BMI, 
Streibert said that he will press for 
the adoption of the divorcement. He 


feels that time has come for BMI to 


stand on its own feet and such policy 


will insure even more kindly busi- | 
music | 


ness relations with outside 
rights organizations. 

Streibert declared that he and a4 
committee have received reassur- 
ance from ASCAP it will 
present contract which expires end 
of 1949 at no 
broadcasters. His committee 
been advised by ASCAP that before 
making such commitment it wants to 
iron out couple matters arising out 
of current pact. 

One has to do with mechanics of 
payment on co-op programs and the 
other matter involves method of ac- 
counting from per program con- 
tractees of participating spot pro- 
grams such as musical clocks and 
disk jockey sessions. His commit- 
tee, Streibert revealed, is scheduled 
to thrash out these two angles with 
ASCAP spokesmen Oct. 15. 

Streibert said his commitiec 
agreed with ASCAP that the agrec- 
ment did not cover co-op type pro- 
grams. ASCAP is insisting they be 
treated as network programs, even 
though they are sold locally. 

Streibert further disclosed the am- 
biguity existing over date when 
licensees may switch from blanket 
contracts to per program deals has 


been cleared up by ASCAP agreeing | 


to exiend the right to change over 
to between Sept. 3, 1948, and Sept. 
3, 1949. 

Likewise made known by Strei- 
bert was the NAB board’s approval 
of the establishment of a _ spccial 


committee to dicker with ASCAP on | 


television rights. 


‘ABC OK’s 8 Disks 





For F.BL’ Airer 


Jerry Devine, producer-writer of 
“This Is Your F. B. L,” has received 
an okay from the ABC network to 
do eights weeks of the series by 
transcription next year. The net had 
previously refused such a setup, but 
Mark Woods, its president, 
to it at a luncheon last Friday (12) 
with Devine and J. R. Warwick, of 
Warwick & Legler, agency on the 
account for Equitable Life. 

In order to come east for various 
confabs on the series, without inter- 
rupting the Coast origination, De- 
vine previously obtained permission 
from ABC to do four weeks of re- 
corded shows, This Friday night's 
(19) episode will be:the last of the 
four. It is understood to be a de- 
parture from the show’s formula? 
and to be based on the life story of 


the late Bugsy Siegel, Coast gam- | 


bler. 


Under the eight-week transcrip- | 


tion setup, Devine intends taking a 
two-month rest each year. Mean- 
while, the series has been renewed 
by Equitable for another 26 wecks, 
effective Oct. 3. 

Devine will-return to Hollywood 
Over next. weekend. 





W.E. UPS DIVVY TO 75c 

Western Electric Co. upped its 
dividend last weck, making a dec- 
lavation of 75¢ per share as compar- 
ed with 62%c paid in the previous 
quarter, 

Divvy is payable Sep‘. 30 to steck- 
holderst of steverd> Sept ( 2A." 


Stand on Own F eet 





+ 
TY 


head of WOR, N. Y. and chair- | 


make | 


extend | 


agreed | 


Wiz for Short 


that ABC 
Wismer 


You can't say 
director Harry 
keep busy. 

Wismer 
national amatcul 
ment at Pebble 
Monte, Cal. He finished up an- 
nouncing the final Saturday at 
10 p.m., New York time, hopped 
aboard a friend’s private plane 
and flew into New York in time 
to spiel the final of the national 
amateur tennis championships— 
all within 24 hours. 


Dillard Wins 
Quick Vote As 
New FMA Prez 


It took 


sports 


doesn’t 


week covered the 
golf tourna- 
Beach Del 


last 








increased rate for | 
has 


15 directors of the FM 
Assn. just about 15 seconds to de- 
cide last Saturday (13) 
wanted to be the next FMA prexy. 


who they 


Coming out of a football huddle on 
the speakers’ platform at the FMA’s 
| first annual convention, the directors 
,announced—to nobody's’ surprise— 
their selection of Everett L. Dillard, 
fiywheel of the up-and-coming Con- 
| tinental FM Network, to succeed Roy 
| Hofheinz as FMA’s topkick. Dillard 
has been FMA’s veepee the past year. 
Stations, WASH, 
and KOZY, Kansas City. 
He's also a radio equipment manu- 


He runs two indie 
Washington, 


facturer and an engineer. 


Election of seven new FMA di- 
rectors, involved some close voting, 
following a number of nominations 
from the floor. Thomas McNulty. 
WMCP, Baltimore. edged out 
;nominating committee’s candidate. 
W. D. Wilson, WOPI-FM, Bristol. 
| Tenn., for the two-year term. Morris 
Novik, consultant for the Unity 
,Broadcasting Corp. (Ladies’ Gar- 
jment Workers Union) and commit- 
tee nominee for the one-year term, 
| barely defeated Marian Clare, 
ere Chicago. 


Committee's slate of five for three- | 


Bee terms, however. all went in. 
| They are: Edward Hodel, WCMC, 
| Be sckley, W. Va.: W. M. Ware, KSWI- 
FM. Council Bluffs, Ia.: E. Z. Jones, 
WBBB-FM, Burlington, N. C., and 
Ben Strouse. WWDC, Washington. 
New board elected Ware veepee, 
Hodel secretary and McNulty treas- 
urer. Named to FMA exec commit- 
tee were Dillard. David G. Taft, 
WCTS. Cincinnati: Jones. Strouse, 
and C. M. Jansky. Jr.. 
tant, Washington. J. N. (Bil!) Bailey 
was re-elected exec director. 
Delegates, prior to elections. voted 


to increase the FMA board member- | 


ship from 12 to 15, “at least nine of | 
{whom shall be actively engaged in | 
FM broadcasting.” but voted down a 
proposal that three of the directors | 
‘be engaged in FM receiver manufac- 
turing, two in the manufacture of 
FM transmitters and one in “serv- 
ices related to FM _ broadcasting.” 
They also defeated a proposal to set | 
‘up geographical regions from which 
‘directors should be chosen, deeming 
this step prenrature. 





‘Books’ in WNEW Reprise 


“Let's Balance The Books” is re- 
turning to WNEW, N. Y. Sept. 29 
a summer layoff, with switch 
in format and time slot. Louis Un- 
termever, former emcee, will now 
join the panel of experts, opening 
| program finding him lined up with 
‘Henry Simon, musicologist and au- 
thor, and David Davidson, author of 
“The Steeper Cliff.” Ted Cott, 
tion’s program director, will act as 
moderator. 

Show. formerly in the Sunday 6:35 

p.m. slot, has been meved: to Monday 
jusght> ops oO Hehogd a rey’) 


after 


the | 


radio consul- | 


Sta- | 


FWPERS SPOIL FOR AM SHOWDOWN 





GALL PETRILLO 
BAN SIDE (oat 


It isn’t James Caesar Petrillo that | 
the frequency modulation broad- 
casters are particularly wary of in 
their fight for simultaneous duplica- 





tion of AM and FM programs. The 
FMers think they can do business 
with the American Federation of 


Musicians’ 
networks 
Petrillo 


It’s 
worried about 
ban or not, the AM webs 
can still order their outlets not to 
feed network shows into FM. And 
ithe FMers are spoilin, for a show- 
| down before the FCC to decide 
whether the AM nets should be per- 
mitted to get away with this. 


boss. 
they re 


{the closing minutes 
| (13) of the FM Assn.’s first annual 
convention in New York. Following 
the only open display o” dissention 
shown during the two-day confab 


tion problem was either unimportant 
or being attacked the wrong way— 


| the FMers overwhelmingly adopted | 


a resolution which read: 


6s , , : 
Whereas, this convention believes 


that the advancement of FM at this 
time will best be accomplished by 
the duplication of regular network 
programs over FM facilities; be it 
resolved that the FCC be requested 
to order a legislative hearing to de- 
termine whether a rule should be 
adopted prohibiting network agree- 
ments with station licensees which 
prevent the simultaneous broadcast 
|of programs over both AM and FM 
facilities.” 

That 


was all. 
Petrillo’s ban on duplication. And 
no other resolutions or actions by | 
the association bearing on this sub- 
| ject, which several speakers termed 


“the most important” before the 
group. 

Kearns Takes Chore 
The FMers had put all their 


Petrillo worries in the lap of Rep. 
Carroll D. Kearns (R., Pa.) and ap- 
(Continued on page 39) 





FM Symposium 
In Los Angeles 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

First symposium of FM_ station 
operators. receiver manufacturers 
and dealers to be held in the U.'S. is 
planned ‘or Los Angeles in the near 
future and a preliminary luncheon 
meeting to set details is arranged 
for today (Tues.) at the Chamber 





of Commerce building. Southern 
|California Radio and_ Electronics 
Assn. is sponsoring. 


Aim is to set up a promotional ac- 
tivity that will outshine the “T-Day” 
bally accorded television in an effort 
to hypo interest in FM. Some 350 
persons. are expected to participate 
in the drive, among them present 
'and prospeetive FM station oper- 
ators in this theoretically FM-heavy 
area, 


APPLIANCE HYPO IN CHI 





Chicago, Sept. 16. 
| Return of General Electric to CBS , 
|}as sponsor of “House Party” has had | 
la hypoing effect on network time | 
salesmen here in the direction of | 
| household appliances. They figure | 
| that with GE back in the radio field 
Paton its appliance pitch the way has | 
| be en made easier to revive interest 
| among midwestern appliance manu- 
facturers, some of whom were at one 
time pretty consistent users of radio. 
Response to sales talks from the 


'consistently the same. The makers 
of household appliances have ex- 
|plained that they have been able to 
sell anything and everything they 
could make. 

Among past users of radio in this 
field are Bendix, Hotpoint, Maytag 
iwashine machines, Sunbeam, Altor- 
fer washers and Wil!lir ee Oilomatic. 
Another consisten*. acount had been 


6:jMinteapdlis gioneywell» sw. .9 1 


the big AM | 


All this became plainly evident in | 
last Saturday | 


-a small minority felt the duplica- | 


No mention of | 


AS RESULT OF GE MOVE | 


network men in this sector has been | 





\Continental Web, Mushrooming Via 
Air Relay, Swamped by FMers Bids 


+ 





Sarnoff’s Wrong Number §: 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

RCA president Dave Sarnoff 
blasted plans of Zenith’s Gene 
McDonald for a subscription tele 
limited only to phone 
here last Saturday 
was lambasted as 
and technically 
impractical.” 


service 
subscribers 
(13). Ss 
“monopotistic” 
as “wholly 


stem 


Sarnoff said the system would 
dynamite “free television.” add- 
ing that McDonald’s plan to limit 
service only to those who would 

|} agree to pay for the programs 

as well as for receivers is an 

“idle dream.” Another stumbling 
block in the McDonald dream, 

| Sarnoff said, are the technical 

difficulties of preventing non- 

! 

| 

| 


payers from receiving the same 
shows as those viewers who put 
out their good money for Mc- 
Donald's pictures. 








Amer. Tobacco 
Passes Up ‘Show 
To Renew ‘Story 


American Tobacco passed up “The 
Show of the Year” Monday (15) and 
“The Big Story” for 

13 weeks on NBC. 
who 


renewed 
| other 
+ fer, 


Sullivan, 


for 
Colwell & Bayles, 
however, that the bank- 
| roller was “still interested” and | 
might reopen the deal if Stauffer 
| succeeded in lining up more top 
| talent. 

Stauffer had 30 shows in the final 
presentation, but some of the big 
ones (including Bob Hope, Fred 
Allen, Edgar Bergen and Amos 
n’ Andy) were missing, and the to- 
bacco company (for Pall Mall cigs) 


handled negotiations 
Stauffer, 
| was advised, 


over at this time. 

Shows for which Stauffer claimed 
to have clearance 
McGee, Eddie Cantor, 
rante, Duffy's Tavern, Jack Carson, 
Phi! Harris, Abbott & Costello, “Big 
Town,” “Date with Judy,” “Mayor 


Jimmy Du- 





“Crime Photographer,” “This Is Your 
| FBI,” “Lone Ranger,’ 
“Break the Bank,” “Fat Man,” “Sam 


| Spade.” “Dr. Christian,” Henry Mor- 


gan, “Vox Pop.” Jack Benny, “Hit 
, Parade” and “Mr. D.A.” However, 


ceriain of those shows are question- 
able. 

“Show” promoters have received 
'turndowns from Standard Brands, 
Procter & Gamble and Lever Bros. 
and have been told 
Foods and Colgate want to consider | 
the idea further. 


Idea behind “Show” is to air re- 





peat performances of hit stanzas 
from various top network shows, 
with the American Federation of 


| Radio Artists getting 52,500 a week 
for a union welfare fund, in relurn 
for its spessncaniasesnatcn 


j 


Paradise on WINS 


Paradise Wine, which sponsors a 
| 15-minute period on WINS, N. Y., 
| before and after ball games on alter- | 
|nate days. has signed for a new se- 
\ she of 24 quarter-hours per week, 
| beginning Oct. 1. Pact was inked 
| through Olian ad agency. 

Sale comes on top of the Crosley- 
owned indie’s biggest August biz in 


history, 50° ahead of last year, 
sparked by signing of Crawford | 


Clothes for 36 
weck. 


quarter hours per 


Paradise buy includes news com- 


Sidney Walton, disk 
Lacy. and Irving Lan- 
orchestra. all: three 


mentator 
Jack 
and: live 
s-board. 


| Satusdafi:, s00banlb ceaurnre : -+, 


jockey 
ant 


(Cross-tine 


an- | 
Don Stauf- | 


decided against making the switch- | 


included: Fibber | 


‘of the Town,” “We, the People,” | 
|“Cavaleade,” Tony Martin, “Sus- | 
} pense.” “Take It Or Leave It,” 
| 


“Quiz Kids,” | 


that General | 


¢ FM now has its network. Not since 
, Topsy, say 


observers, has 
“growed” quite like Co 
| loosely conneeted affiliation of FM 
outlets now reaching from Washing- 
ton to Buffalo. Twenty-seven sta- 
tions were linked up with the skein 


anything 
ntinental, a 


last Friday (12), when it aired its 
first commercial program. It might 
be 30 or 35 by the weekend. the way 


FMers are clamoring to climb on. 
The simple thing 
tinental network’ 


about the Con- 
s expansion, acecord- 
ling to the trade. is that it can go 
anywhere an FM station can satis- 
factorily pick up the sicnal of a sta- 
tion already linked to the net. Phone 
lines, at a fairly expensive cost of 
course, can be used where air relay 
is impossible. AT&T 8,000-cycte 
lines now are being used to link 
parts of the web. 

But air relavs, which cost almost 
nothing and can be established in a 
twinkling, are the key to the net’s 
mushrooming growth. It’s claimed 
the FM signals suffer no deteriora- 
tion in being kicked from one sta- 
tion to another. As long as there are 
stations within range of one another's 
signals, CN can keep right on ex- 
panding. 

This phenomenally simple system 
of chain broadcasting has, of course, 
one major drawback stemming from 
the very nature of its ether links. 
If a station chooses not to carry a par- 
| ticular CN program, any affiliates 
beyond it which rely on air relay 
are cut off, unless they can afford to 
order a phone-line hookup with the 
| nearest CN outlet carrying the show. 

Over 6@ Applications 

Burning desire of FM _ broad- 
casters, snubbed to date by the AM 
| networks, to hook up with the only 

(Continued on page 42) 
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CBS Picks Up 
Davis 16 Co-op 


CBS said yes to Joan Davis’ $7,000- 
| a-week co-op show deal late last 
week, just before the net's option 
pescnires Show gets the 9 o'clock 
| Saturday night spot starting Oct. 11, 
| with Bill Goodwin’s comedy stanza, 
now in this segment, to be shifted to 
|“a good evening time” not yet de- 
| termined. 

Abe Burrows will add scripting of 
the Joan Davis co-op to his present 
chores (including his own show on 
CBS), while Dick Mack will con- 
hoe as Miss Davis’ producer. 

Skedding of the stanza, which will 
! continue its familiar situation com- 
edy format, heightens the comedy 
competition on 


co-op the major 
webs, being the third entry in this 
| field. ABC started it by inking Ab- 


| ott & Castello. Mutual following 
| suit by lining up Parkyakarkus. CBS, 
however, claims its Joan Davis en- 
try has the highest average Hooper- 
| ating (14.8 last season) of any airer 
yet to hit the co-op brackets. 


Williams to Denver To 
Script ‘Mulroney,’ Book 


Albert N. Williams, radio scripter 
and critic. has gone to Denver for 
the winter to work on a book about 
the River Platte, as one of the rivers 
of America series. He'll also script 











| tion platter 


and Don Dunphy’s:! 
y+] tra 5.40) 


his “My Friend Mulrooney” comedy 


| series, if and when it goes on the 
| air, and will continue his Saturday 


| Review of 
radio. 


“Mulrooney.” based on a series of 
short stories Williams wrote for Col- 


Literature articles on 


| liers, was audition-recorded by ABC 


and whether it will be given a sus- 
| tainer run will be decided by Charles 
Barry, network program head, on 
his return from the Coast. The audi- 
was produced by Ted 
Wilfred Roberts, with 
Charles Irvine playing the title party 
Billy Quinn. Ted Osborn and Ginger 
Jones as the other reqular leads, and 
Charles Paul conducting, the. orohes- 
wore HOw Be wD 
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ED SKELTON 

ith Lurene Tuttle, Anita Ellis, Pat 

McGeehan, Verna Felton; Red 

O’Connor, announcer; David Rose, 

music 
Writers: Edna Skelton Borzage, 

Johnny Murray, Ben Freedman 
Producer: Jack Simpson 
Director: Keith McLeod 
30 Mins.; Tues., 10.30 p.m. 

Raleigh Cigarets 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Russel M. Seeds) 

Red Skelton ushered in his 1947-48 
season last Tuesday (9) in a mood 
where the sentimental slightly over- 
balanced the comical. Perhaps that’s 
the way it should have been, for 
that particular occasion, because 
Skelton was celebrating his 10th an- 
niversary in radio. Skelton has come 
a long ways in show business since 
he did those first three minutes as a 
guest on the whilom Rudy Vallee- 
Fleischmann show and the fellow’s 
all-around record makes him deserv- 
ing of extra-warm congratulations 
especially from the trade. Skelton 
may have through the years been 
accused of grinding the corn pretty 
thick, but the thing they can’t take 
away from him is that it’s always 
been clean and cleverly packaged. 

Skelton did come through @ith his 
now well-grooved trio of character- 
izations, the two weisenheimer 
morons and the katzenjammer 
“Junior,” but a goodly portion of 
the half-hour was taken up with 
patter about the anniversary and 
passing out of posies. Skelton’s is 
certainly not a short memory. He 
recalled those who helped further 
his career, including in his appre- 
ciative embrace before the mike such 
early guiding hands as Uncle Jim 
Harkins, Tom Kennedy and Harry 
Kalcheim of the William Morris of- 
fice. 

The script’s agenda also included 
what it termed “Red Skelton’s Caval- 
cade in Radio.” It purported to 
cover the highlights of a career but 
it was not choicest of Skeltonia. At 
an early point of the program Skel- 
ton stepped into the audience to 
quiz two women and a man on the 
subject of long dresses and that side- 
play wasn’t productive of particu- 
larly boffish laughter. Where Skel- 
ton did score handsomely was with 
the three characterizations. 

David Rose made his bow on the 
Skelton stanza just what has come 
to be expected of him—an_irri- 
descent display of modern melodic 
idioms. Skelton’s crack in the “Cav- 
alcade” about bringing in a 30-piece 
orchestra to lend class to his pro- 
gram could have been kidding on the 
square as well as not. Anyway, 
Rose lends it. Anita Ellis filled her 
usual up-front spot with her usual 
slightly overdramatized ballad, but 
it was as usual pleasant listening. 

The commercial! still concentrates 
on the “whoosh” slant. Skelton is 
needling it a little more than he did 
last season, and without taking any- 
thing away from its effectiveness. 
Raleigh seems to have added a big 
wad to its weekly bill from the het- 
works. [It’s cutting in local an- 
nouncers to give their testimony to 
the cig brand’s popularity in their 
own bailiwicks. That also makes for 
smart selling. 

Skelton added his own bit to the 
over-the-counter action. by calling 
attention to the fact that Raleigh 
has put out a specia] “anniversary” 
carton with a picture of himself 
wrapped around each of the pack- 
ages. Odec. 


CALLING ALL DETECTIVES 
With Paul Barnes, narrator; Jack 

Callahan, announcer 
Writer: Ken Houston 
Producer: Alan M. Fishburn 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:15 p.m. 
SEALY MATTRESS 
WGN, Chicago 

(Schwimmer & Scott) 

“Calling All Detectives” is a com- 
bination whodunit and telephone 
quiz with Paul Barnes doing a one- 
man show as narrator apd cast. 
The question used on the phone call 
pays a minimum of $25 for a right 
answer. A missout puts the money 
in a jackpot which, at the rate of 
five nights a week, can build rap- 
idly into a big bundle of swag. 
Judging from the obscure nature of 
the question on the premiere (8), 
the cash angle wiil be hammered 
hard to snare listeners. 

Barnes, a former instructor of dia- 
lect at the Radio Institute of Chicago, 
performed smoothly as a_ super 
sleuth recalling his exploits. He slid 
readily into a mobster characteriza- 
tion, then turned in a neat bit as 
a flustered father whose infant had 
been kidnapped. 

The script sagged under a load of 
cops-and-robbers action that, with- 
out the help of musical bridges, 
tended to flatten out into straight 
Narration. This effect was empha- 





sized at one point where Barnes 


plunged into a flashback without | 


shifting his vocal pace. 

The number for the phone quiz | 
was pieked at random from a dire- 
tory. The agency plans to work out 
a scientific system of selection to 


prevent listener kickbacks when 
the jackpot fattens. 
Judging from the way things | 


went at the teeoff, “Calling All 
Detectives” doesn’t sum up as espe- 
cially strong fare. However, it may 
build up to something if the “break 
the bank” motif is effectively geared. 

Sponsor’s theme is “sleeping on a 
Sealy is like sleeping on a cloud,” 
and the commercial is deftly inte- 





grated into the program. es ro 


VILLAGE STORE 
With Jack Carson, Eve Arden, Dave 
Willock, Louis Armstrong, Jack 


ter; Hy Averbeck, announcer 
Producer: Robert L. Redd 
Writers: Sid Dorfman, Larry Gel- 

bert, Marvin Fisher 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
NATIONAL DAIRY 
NBC, from Hollywood — 

(McKee & Albright) 

The history of this “Village Store” 
series seems to demonstrate the 
value of a potent time spot. The 
Sealtest division of National Dairy 
entered the show in the Thursday 
night slate on NBC in 1940, with 
Rudy Vallee as star. 

There were various co-leads on 
the stanza until John Barrymore 
settled in the spot, with Joan Davis 
one of the stooges. Upon Barry- 
more’s death, Miss Davis moved up 
to co-star position. Then Vallee 
went into the Coast Guard and Jack 
Haley took over the male comedy 
lead. Next, Miss Davis bowed out 
to head her own show, being suc- 
ceeded by Eve Arden. Now, with 


Jack Haley’s exit, Jack Carson has | 


been weaned away from Campbell 
to head the stanza. 

There have been minor revisions 
of the program’s routine and em- 
phasis to meet these various star 
changes, but the overall pattern 
of the series has remained pretty 
much as was. And _ allowing 
for minor fluctuations accoording 
to the show’s marquee strength, 
seasonal conditions and _ general 
listening trends, the Hooper has 
remained robust. 
there’s no rating-getter like long 
tenure of a strong time spot. 

With Carson now the head man of 
the operation, the format shifts 
slightly away from the village store 
locale to feature the new star. Thus, 
it minimizes the story a bit and ac- 
cents the variety show pattern. As 
he has always done on his various 
programs, Carson portrays the brash, 
but essentially likable fellow who’s 
always tripping himself up with his 
own pretentions. Miss Arden re- 
mains the slightly acid but always 
attractive gal who periodically 
yanks ‘tthe rug from under the star’s 
feet, and there are the regular quota 
of freak stooge characters wander- 
ing in and out of the loose story line. 

One outright move toward the 
variety format is the addition of a 
musical guest spot. On the season's 
preem Thursday (11) it consisted of 
a pulsating jive number by «Louis 
Armstrong and Jack Teagarden. 
Also, as a variety spot, Carson did a 
vocal of “Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
Now.” All-in all, the series stand- 
ard is, if anything, strengthened with 
this season’s edition. 

The first commercial, as_ before, 
was a straight sales pitch, more or 
less integrated with the show’s com- 
edy line. The second was the usual 
cut-in for the local Sealtest branches, 
but delivered straight instead of be- 
ing played as “phone call,” as for- 
merly. The copy was genr-ally clean, 
direct and, by commercia, standards, 
listenable. Hobe. 
HOUSING—1947 
With Ben Grauer, Fred Heywood, 

others 
Director: Clay Daniel 
Producer: D. L. Provost 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

_With the housing shortage still 
simmering at the boiling point for 
millions of apartment-hungry citi- 
zens, WNBC, flagship of the NBC 
net, is performing a standout public 
service in airing four consecutive 
weekly sessions devoted to a serious 
and many-sided investigation of the 
problem. Program, utilizing wire 
recordings of interviews taken by 
the station’s special events staff, is 
bringing to the mike a wide range 
of viewpoints on the situation, rang- 
ing from the homeless ex-GI to the 
leaders of labor, banking and gov- 
ernment. 

This series is making no attempt 
to dress itself up in any phony melo- 
dramatic garb. Both questions and 
answers are handled in straight 
fashion and the interested adult 
dialer can find his drama in the stark 
facts as they are presented. Per- 
haps this is a defect since it will 
limit the audience, despite the cream 
time, to the comparative few who 
don’t need a potent shot of adrenalin 
in their radio fare. But WNBC 
made a wise decision in sticking 
wholly to the facts since melodrama 
and accuracy usually operate in an 
inverse ratio. 

Initial stanza last Thursday (11) 
was a preliminary exploration into 
the shortage with the aim of defin- 
ing the problem. Statements from 
many builders, labor leaders, life in- 
surance companies, housing councils, 
architects, etc., revealed a discourag- 
ing pattern of cross-purposes in the 





| construction industry that bodes ill 


for the future. 

As expected, the builders blamed 
the “high cost and waste” of labor 
for the shortage, with the union 
leaders throwing back the hot po- 
tato by accusing the building coun- 
cils of laying down on their respon- 
Sibility to the community. Between 
these groups, program presented the 
viewpoint of some housing engineers 
who put a plague on both houses by 
declaring that both labor and indus- 
try were blocking reforms in the 
most archaic phase of America’s 
economy, construction methods. 

2 ~.. Herm. 


| FM Review 


Teagarden; Frank DeVol, conduc- | 


As noted above, | 











READER’S DIGEST RADIO EDI- 
TION 
With Les Tremayne; Gertrude Law- 
rence, guest; Tom Shirley, an- 
nouncer; Jack Miller’s orch 
Writer: Robert Cenedella 
Director: Marx Loeb 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 
HALLMARK GREETING CARDS 
CBS, from New York : 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
Reader’s Digest is one of the few 
‘major net shows which continued 
‘through the summer on its basic 
'pattern, although there was some 
curtailment of cast and budget. Now 
the budget is upped again, and the 
show is back in its original pattern 
featuring a weekly guest star. 
The new series was inaugurated 
Thursday (9) with Gertrude Law- 
rence as the initial guest. As Ma- 
| dame Curie she helped the guest 
lseries off to a good start in a con- 








siderably condensed version of the 
fairly well known story of the dis- 
|covery of radium. 

As it must in a brief half-hour, 
the story boils down pretty much to 
highlights, and star and cast must 
hit an alert pace all the way. Miss 
Lawrence did if neatly for this one, 
with some able support, particularly 
from the voice of Pierre Curie. “The 
Indomitable Curie,” as show was 
titled, may not be the best presenta- 
tion the Hallmark show will see this 
|season, but it hung together very 
well and will be something for fol- 
lowing stanzas to match. 

A major change for the winter 
season brings in Les Tremayne as 
a permanent member of the com- 
pany to hold forth as the Hallmark 
Host. As sampled, his voice may 
well give the show the different 
flavor it has sought, a means by 
which the entertainment portion 
can be focused apart from the com- 
mercial. Tremayne registers some- 
where in the middle tones and 
thereby is readily distinguished 
from the basso of Tom Shirley, the 
regular commercial announcer, 


It’s therefore somewhat question- 
able whether Tremayne doesn’t lose 
some of his prestige as host by 
spieling the center commercial, as 
he did on this issue. Shirley by 
now is an old hand with the show 
and*has mastered the commercial 
vein well enough to leave it vir- 
tually entirely in his hands. 

Marx Loeb, who has directed the 
show since last spring, continues, 
and Jack Miller continues to direct 
the orch and pen the original mood 
music. Other guests set for the 
show include Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Florence Eldridge and_ Fredric 
March, Ralph Bellamy, Roger Pryor 
and James Mason. Quin. 


TREASURY OF MUSIC 

With Rochester Civic Orch, under 
Guy Fraser Harrison; Maj. Edwin 
H. Armstrong, Lee McCanne; Ed- 
ward Little, Robert King, an- 
nouncers 

Writer: Ann Houlihan 

Director: Charles Siverson 

Producer: Silvester Novelli 

30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

STROMBERG-CARLSON 

Continental Network (FM), 
Rochester 


First commercially sponsored pro- 
gram ever to be aired by an FM 
web, this high-tone stanza, which is 
slated for a 16-week ride on the 
Continental (a 27-station hookup), 
teed off impressively last week (12). 
Nothing gives FM’s high fidelity a 
better chance to shine than sym- 


phonic music, and the Rochester 
Civic Orch, a 50-piece assembly 
which has played many a broadcast 
for the AMs, including the NBC and 
CBS networks, is as fine an aggrega- 
tion of musicians as FMers could 
want at this point. 


Orch’s selections for the preem 
were especially chosen to showcase 
the fine points of FM broadcasting. 
They included the prelude to “Car- 
men,” “Tambourine Chinois,’ Waltz 
from “The Sleeping Beauty” ballet, 
“Claire de Lune,” Grieg’s “Nor- 
wegian Dance No. 2” and a sym- 
phonic arrangement of Gershwin’s 
“Strike Up the Band”—none on the 
heavy side, all calculated to garner 
the widest popular appeal possible 
in the symphonic field. The orches- 
pica were deft, the performance 
skilled. 


Intros played up “the magic of 
FM - which rivals the pee 
hall for rich color and tonal qual- 
ity.” Commercials, of course, 
plugged Stromberg-Carlson’s Arm- 
strong FM receivers, 


At intermission, the pickup was 
switched to New York, ‘wher Lee 
McCanne, veepee and general man- 
ager of S-C, addressing the first an- 
nual convention of the FM Assn. 
introduced Maj. Edwin H. Arm.- 
strong, inventor of FM. Latter, in 
a brief talk, paid high tribute to S-C 
for advancing FM and declared 
“Nothing can stop FM now.” ' 

“Treasury” stanza as a whole was 
professionally staged, had high lis- 
tener quality, and, as FM's first dip 
into _cOmmercialism, was well in 
meeoing with the new medium’s high 
ims, 


from 








my » yay Doan...) 


DICK HAYMES SHOW 
With Lina Romay, Cliff Arquette, 
Four Hits & a Miss, Gordon Jen- 
kins, conductor; Frank Martin, an- 
nouncer 
Producer: Sam Pierce 
Writer: Harry Kronman 
30 Mins.;-Thurs., 9 p.m. 
ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE CO. 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Having tried and given up drama 
a couple of seasons ago. Auto-Lite is 
apparently better satisfied with the 
rating-draw and commercial impact 
of the Dick Haymes musical stanza, 
so it’s back again at the same stand 
this season. This pop song and mild 
comedy series isn't likely to draw) 
any more Hooper points CBS-ward 
from the hefty Thursday night line- 
up on NBC than it did last year. But 
it’s pleasant enough listening and the 
product identification is punched 
hard, so presumably it'll satisfy the 
bankroller and impress the salesmen 
and dealers. 

Haymes is, of course, a handy man 
with a pop number, and sufficiently 
versatile to take on almost all kinds 
of tunes, and he talks well enough to 
get by, though he’s not exactly a 
powerhouse straight man. The ad- 
dition of Lina Romay to the lineup 
provides a nice change of pace, and 
presumably there’s a loyal following 
for Cliff Arquette’s dippy “Mrs. Wil- 
son” comedy characterization. But 
the light-banter continuity doesn’t 
always get off the ground. 

On the season's preem Thursday 
(11), the show opening was clean and 
fast, introing the star nicely and es- 
tablishing the proper mood, though 

he billboard let some of it escape. 

Then, just as Haymes had the show 
rolling again with a nicely handled 
vocal of “I'll Be Seeing My Baby,” 
there was a ponderously integrated 
commercial, with a long sales pitch, 
an echo-chamber spout of the “Switch 
to Auto-Lite” slogan and reiteration 
of the “batteries, spark plugs, igni- 
tion systems, lifeline of your car” 
blurb. 

The rest of the show was pretty 
much like that, except for Miss Ro- 
may’s vocal, Arquette’s spot and a 
splendiferous dramatic - narrative- 
song commemorating the admission 
of California into the Union. This 
last was obviously “impressive” to 
the studio audience, but seemed at- 
tenuated to the non-California lis- 
tener, Hobe. 


TWIN VIEWS OF THE NEWS 
With Danton Walker, Hy Gardner 
15 Mins.; Sun., 11:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 

This is a snappy quarter-hour of 
gossip and rumors on what’s alleg- 
edly doing on the political and 
Broadway-Hollywood front. Danton 
Walker, N. Y. Daily News columnist, 
peeks behind the _ international 
scene during his half of the session, 
while Hy Gardner, mag columnist, 
handles news about show biz per- 
sonalities with a mild gag twist to 
each of his stories. 

Like other Broadway columnists 
who have stepped out as political 
commentators, Walker can dish up 
a diplomatic vagary as if it were a 
top state secret to which he alone 
had access. How accurate Walker 
is with his predictions of things to 
come, only time can tell. But his 
flair for crawling into cranial re- 
cesses of Stalin, Truman or Eisen- 
hower, makes for interesting listen- 


ing. 

Bentese handles his anecdotes in 
amusing style when he lays off pol- 
itics. On the preem (14), however, 
he took some time off to moralize 
dully about the British economic 
crisis. At this point, program lost 
its edge. Herm. 


THE SPOKEN WORD 
With Arnold Moss 
Writer-Producer: Ted Cott 
15 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y. 

Ted Cott, WNEW’s program di- 
rector, has come up with a program 
idea here which is novel to say the 
least and well worth the 15 min- 
utes’ ‘listening time. Series, which 
preemed last Tuesday (9), makes 
use of little known dramatic record- 
ings of American and_ English 
classics by British and American 
stage and screen stars. Some of the 
platters are from Harvard’s Voca- 
rium, others will be obtained via 
BBC. Arnold Moss briefly intros 
each recording. 

Platters on the initial airer fea- 
tured Paul Muni reading Thomas 
Paine’s “The Crisis,” Charles Laugh- 
ton in his interpretation of Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address, and Bing 
Crosby, not singing, but reciting 
‘The Star Spangled Banner,” as- 
Sisted by the Jean Neilson Verse 
Choir. 

Seemed a little over-dramatic. 
Laughton was too affected. Crosby 
read a little too lightly and fast, 
not giving Francis Scott Key’s lines 
all the meaning possible. You rather 
wished he'd swing into song. All of 
the platters gave off some needle 
scratch. 

But the idea is socko. It could 
stand expanding. It could be dupli- 
cated on every station in the Jand. 
Lincoln’s address and the national 
anthem, although familiar to every- 
one. are perennially inspirational. 

Given spoken interpretation by 
Star talent, these all-time classics of 
thought come sharply alive. Airing 
them is in the direction of radio at 
its best. p>... . boy Doan, 





HENRY MORGAN SHOW 
With Abe Burrows, guest; Bernie 
Green’s orch; Charlies Irving, an- 
nouncer 
Writers: Henry Morgan, Leo Stein, 
Norman Barasch, others 
Producer-director: Charles Powers 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
EVERSHARP 
ABC, from New York 
(Biow) 
“Here’s Morgan,” the opening line 


of Henry M.’s stanza, was particu- 
larly applicable to his fall teeoft 
sequence last week (10). Either 


from a sudden bursi of economy or 
in answer to a dare, “Radio's 
Rasputin” (as the ABC flack dept. 
delights in dubbing him) elected. to 
carry almost the entire’ stanza 
singlehanded, including the announc- 
ing and all of the commercials. This, 
of course, couldn’t make Morgan 
fans mad—and there are only two 
kinds of people: Morgan fans and 
Morgan haters. The former are 
suckers for everything in the Mor- 
gan book; the latter can just be 
counted out. 

El Morgan was in fine fettle for 
the season’s kickoff. He started off 
with some gratis “commercials” for 
a place called Snowey’s garage, up 
in Massachusetts near where he 
vacationed. He announced a num- 
ber by Bernie Green’s orch, which 
turned out to be one of those in- 
mitable slices of musical burlesque, 
now an established feature of the 
agenda. Morgan brought on “the in- 
comparable Abe” Burrows for a few 
minutes of* the latter’s indeed in- 
comparable songplugging. After this, 
M. got around to mentioning, “for 
the benefit of people passing by here 
on their way to NBC,” that the show 
was sponsored by Eversharp. 

Morgan whistled offkey, com- 
plained that his cast hadn’t shown 
up, wondered aloud “what's doing on 
the other networks,” said Hooper 
told him that during the summer 
people “listen to ‘Take It or Leave 
It’ and crickets.” Then, by turns, 
Morgan was: (1) Winston Churchill 
announcing a British prizefight; (2) 
a Paris newscaster reporting a duel: 
(3) Dr. Heinrich von Morgan being 
interviewed by Morgan; (4) H. V. 
Kaltenmorgan, speculating on what 
happened to Little Bow Peep’s lost 
sheep (“Soviet Russia is suspected”), 
and (5) Gabriel Morganheatter com- 
mentating on ditto (“‘Ah, there’s a 
flock of sheep wandering somewhere 
tonight, my friends’), 

Morgan apparently’ stuck to the 
script on the sponsor's second com- 
mercial, which was straight copy, 
but gagged it up with typical Morgan 
inflections. M. also signed off, the 
stanza, announcer Charles Irving 
coming in only for the “This is 
ABC,” etc. Copywise, the commer- 
cials were standard. 

Morgan, whose most devoted list- 
eners admit some of his stuff falls 
flat on its face, was clicking all the 
way through his curtain raiser. If 
he can keep his material this good 
all season, he ought to win new list- 
ens and influence the Hoopers. 

Doan, 


THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE NEWS 
With Hy Gardner 

5 Mins., Mon., 8:55 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 

Hy Gardner, mag writer who's 
sharing a 15-minute session with 
Danton Walker on the Mutual net 
Sunday nights, solos in a five-minute 
spot with a breezy repertory of anec- 
otes, gossip and cracks. He has a 
dry sense of humor that casually 
mops up as he goes along. 

On his kickoff stanza (15). Gar- 
dner retailed a series of divorce 
items touching a half-dozen public 
figures. Following is sample of his 
script: “According to her friends, 
Faye Emerson is set to return to her 
first love—the stage and screen. And 
Elliott Roosevelt will return to his 


first love—Elliott.” Herm. 
WORLD THEATRE 
With James McKechnie, Arthur 


Young, Victorio Rieti, David Piel, 
Valerie White, Hedda Ippen, Rita 
Vale. 

Producer-Director: Val Gielgud 

Adapter: Clemence Dane 

90 Mins.; Fri.; 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNYC, N. Y. 

‘Via transcriptions, New ork 
City’s municipal station, WNYC, is 
giving the U. S. radio audience a 
sample of the shows aired over the 
British Broadcasting Co.’s Third 
Program service. Five full-length 
classical and contemporary dramas, 
running from 60 to 90 minutes, have 
been selected from BBC's standout 

World Theatre” series which wer 
staffed both on the production an 
thesping end with Britain's top 
theatrical talent. 

If these shows prove a success in 
America, as they undoubtedly de- 
serve to be, it should be a shot in 
the arm to those U. S. programmers 
who are trying to break trails 
through the jungle of commercialism 
to serious and adult entertainment. 


These dramats rate as superlative 
theatre and if radio is ever to lay 
claim to being an art, it'll be on 
this basis. “World Theatre.” more- 
over, isn’t handicapped by rigid 
time segment considerations which 
are paramount in U. S. radio. The 
dramats run as long as they have to, 
which is also true of any play, film 
or novel. As a result, they've cap- 
tured all the sweep, power and 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Swiss Pertect New 


To Project Images on Large Screen 


Light System 





By JOSEF ISRAELS ll 


Zurich, Sept. 9. 


What's claimed here to be a 
unique approach te large screen the- 
atre projection of a televised image 
js entering last stages of practical 
development in labs of the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology. 
Known as the Idophore system, ap- 
which uses photo-electrical- | 





us, 
Eu liquid as light amplifi- 
cation medium, was first viewed by 
this writer in 1945. 

Projector, at that time, weighed 
gome six tons and was of a size to 
more than fill a fair sized projection 
pooth. It had been developed dur- 
ing war years, when Switzerland was 
effectively cut off from _ outside 
sources of patents and special mate- | 
rials, under direction of Prof. Fritz | 
Fischer. Finances stemmed from the 
Society for Advancement of Res | 
gearch—a group of big Swiss indus- 
tries which has already sunk some | 
$2,500,000 in Idophore. 

Seen today in a specially built ‘re- 
search theatre at the Institute of 
Technology, the Idophore, while still 
based on its original principles, is 
claimed by Prof. Fischer and his 
principal associate, Dr. Hugo Thie- 
mann, to have eliminated consider- 
able number of the bugs, electrical 
and mechanical, which have beset 
this, as all new electronic devices, 

As it stands today Idophore, rep- | 
resented in two hand-built project- 
ors along with special power sys- 
tem and television transmitter (be- | 
cause Switzerland has no operating 
video senders) still beyond size | 
and cost limitations of theatres. But 
it throws a strong, fully satisfactory 
image from film or live shows trans- | 
mitted by conventional television 
systems or wire on a screen approx- 
imately 12 by 9 feet. Picture is as 
adequate as that from ordinary mod- | 


is 


ern film projector. | 
Even Spread | 

Biggest problem in large screen 
tele reproduction has been to im- 


pose the delicate micro-volts of the 
received image, usually scen in 
cathode ray tube’s tiny viewing 
screen, on a light source powerful 
enough to solidly illuminate a thea- 
tre size screen, overcoming shadows 
and. flickers. Idophore claimed 
to deliver an evenly spread 1,500 | 
lumens on the test size screen men- 
tioned above and using a conven- | 
tional projector are lamp. Inventors 
say this can be increased 10-fold in 
a longer projector throw (présent 
one is only 45 feet) by a three-fold 
increase in projector lens size. In 
video terms the projected image is 


is 


520 lines on U. S. standards de- | 


With 9 Shows on Coast 


livered to the screen. This against 


@ gross lineage of 720 in the pro- | 


jector. 


Heart of the huge Idophore pro- 
jectors, which are installed on two 
levels with an are light sources a 
floor below the tele receivers and 
light amplifiers, is a flat glass plate 
about 18 inches in diameter covered 
with a thin laver of the secret Ido- 
phore fluid. 
presently secret element in thero- 
jector. 


KFI DROPS APPEAL 
ON VIDEO CHANNEL 


Hollywood. Sept. 16. 





KFI has 


: given up the fight in 
which it had been attempting to 
unseat NBC from video channel 


number four here. Incensed when 
the FCC gave its network affiliate 
the four channel it had requested, 
while giving KFI number nine. the 
Station appealed the FCC “final” de- 
cision of some weeks back. 


‘Meet Press’ Goes Visual 





On Five-Week Tryout 


A visual edition of “Meet the 
Press,” ad lib interview sustainer 
Friday nights on Mutual from Wash- 
ington, has been recommended to 
General Foods as a five-week tele- 
vision series on WNBT, starting 
Sept. 30. Young & Rubicam, agency 
on the account, plans doing the video 
stanza from New York, and spotting 


Press interviews with Mayor 
wyer, District Attorney Hogan 


and City Councilman Quill on sub- 

Jects of local, topical interest. 

p General Foods already sponsors a 
ele series on WNBT of another 
irls, 


aa tu st Da 


| Philadelphia, Washington, etc. 


| to elect three of the company’s eight 


This fluid is the only | 


Utual radio show, “Leave It to the , 


Mary Young’s Play 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


‘|granted a leave of absence until next 





Mary Young, feature player in 
films, has sold her original playlet, 
“The Little Countess,” to WRGB, 
Schenectady, for televising. 

Actress flies East Sept. 21 to play 
the lead in the three-person cast of 
the show, returning here immedi- 
ately after telecast to resume pic- 
ture work. There’s a possibility that 
the show will be networked through 





Par Prepping 
DuMont Bowout? 


Paramount this week was reported 
getting ready to divest itself of all | 
interest in DuMont television in | 
accordance with the FCC edict of no 
further station grants to either out- 
fit unless complete  divorcement 
were effected. What steps Par will | 
take to separate itself from DuMont 
before the Oct. 15 deadline, however, 
has not been revealed. 





Par presently owns all 560.000 
|shares of DuMont B stock, plus a 
|hitherto unrevealed block of A 
stock. Both companies have con- 
sistently denied FCC allegations, | 
however, that Par’s stockholdings | 
igive it a controlling interest in| 
|DuMont. B stock gives it the right | 


directors, including the _ secretary 
and treasurer, while the other five 
directors, including the prez and} 
veepee, are elected by the DuMont 
interests. 

FCC has never stated what Par 
must do in order to follow through 
on the divoreement plan, but it’s 
believed it would necessitate sale of 
the major part of Par’s stock in- 
terests in DuMont. Stock is not 
listed on the exchange. Current 
price is about $7 per share, meaning 
complete sale of the B stock would 
bring Par close to $4,000,000. 

FCC has already granted two ex- 
tensions of the original 60-day di- 
vorcement deadline. Whether a 
third extension will be applied for 
next month has yet to be deter- 
mined, 








Philco Walks in Where 
RCA Feared to Tread, 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

| Like other show businesses were 
(and are) to radio, so is radio to 
‘television. Here, at least, while 


FCC OK’s Permits 


|6 to 10 p.m. daily and 10:30 a.m 
|noon weekdays. 


| his tele studios. 
|a “television in every room” promo- 
| tion campaign. 


| change of heart and refiled for Har- 


| ° . . - ” 
| (Complication may arise since FCC’s 


} get a 


| Only 


| was forwarded to baseball commis- 


there’s renewed life in the medium, | 


show-wise and away from special 


| count. In addition, Ralph Austrian, 


events, etc., it appears to be coming | 


|principally from the broadcast 
' branch of show biz. 

Perhaps, however, it’s fitting since 
’tis Philco that is doing the stepping 
|—and anteing — up. having intro- 
duced two more regularly scheduled 
shows this week to be added to the 
list of nine it will have in toto, In- 


cluding sports events, it will have on 


|Paramount’s KTLA 10'2 hours per 
week. Literally, Philco took up 
where RCA apparently feared to 


itread, going all-out, i! not always 
right, for its “The Day” to hypo set 
sales and general video interest, now 
slated for Oct. 5 here. 

With both of its latest efforts, 
Phileo (Gough Industries here) is at- 
tempting to reach Joe Average, both 
|items being aimed at the common 


Selma Lee’s Leave 


Selma Lee, head of television for 
the William Morris agency, has been 


July. Bill Murray, assistant to tal- 
ent chief Sol Radam, will take over 
during her hiatus. 

Miss Lee will join her husband, Dr. 
Milton Markowitz, who's doing med- 
ical research at Johns Hopkins Univ. 
in Baltimore. 








To Dallas, Hsbg. 


Washington, Sept. 16. | 

The FCC handed out the third tele 

permit in Dallas last week and ac- 

cepted the first bid for video-poor 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Winner in Dallas was the Lacy- 


Potter Television Co., which was 
given the No. 8 video slot. Station | 


will operate 35 hours a week, from 
to 
Sponsors are chip- 
heavy oil magnates Tom Potter and 
Rogers Lacy. Lacy is building a 
new 47-story hotel in Dallas to house 
Hotel will feature 


The partners expect 
to spend $300,000 on station con- 
struction and get their tv operation 
in the black after six months on the | 
air. 
Meanwhile Inc.. hda 


WHP., a 


risburg’s lone No. 8 video channel. 


new video allocation saves out only 
a community channel for Harrisburg | 
and WHP is proposing a full-blown | 
operation.) The company is owned 
by the Telegraph Press, whose prexy 
is Edward J. Stackpole. The Press 
will spend $190,065 on its tv station 
and operate initially fowr hours a | 


| day. Company, along with J. Hale | 


Steinman’s WKBO, Harrisburg, with- | 
drew its first tele bid at the height 
of the color versus black-and-white 
controversy last year. 


Subway Series Looks 
Good—But ‘Not to Tele | 
Fans, As Sponsors Lag 


With chances for a “subway series” 
looking good, television’s chances to 
look-in on the World Series 
this year appear extremely remote. 
advertiser to meet baseball's 
asking fee of $100,000 for series 
rights to date—Rheingold Beer—has 
been turned down and no other 
sponsor willing to spend so much 
money has yet been found. Series is 
slated to tee off, meanwhile, on 
Sept. 30. } 

Rheingold offer, it's been revealed, 





———E 


sioner A. B. (“Happy”) Chandler on 
two separate occasions by Emerson 
Foote, prexy of Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing, which handles the brewer's ac- 


FC&B's veepee over television, trav- 
eled to Cincinnati last week to hud- 
dle personally with Chandler on the 
deal, but to no avail. Chandler, it’s | 
reported, will have nothing te do 


® 


| with either beer or cigarets as far 


as sponsorship of the series is con- 
cerned, , 

Only other offer forthcoming. the 
$60,000 joint bid made by Ford Mo- | 
tors and Gillette Safety Razor,- was 
withdrawn before Chandler had a 
chance to pass on it. Two firms re- 
portedly believed that neither would 
ect sufficient advertising to merit 
the expense for a seven-game series. 


It's believed, however, that Chandler | 


-man, First of pair to bow was the, 
|old newspaper and radio standby 
|feature of beauty hints, tabbed 
|Tele-Beauty” for the occasion, In 
short, it’s strictly for dames. 

More particularly, it’s strictly for 


those really needing such dope and 
demonstration, for the presentation 
was dry and of little interest to all 


but the eager wallflower in its pres- | 


Devoid of any entertain- 
ment, it needed productional lift 
such as undertone back- 
grounding for mood or some writing 
other than the straight business-at- 
hand patter &xchanged by model and 
Joel Mason, beautician. 

Too, contrast in the picture was 
lacking due to model being blond, 
| dressed in white ard backgrounded 
by a pale-framed mirror, the latter 
'reflecting the sole productional touch 
| in the draggy quarter-hour. The 
commercial was worked right into 


* ‘Continued on page 38) 4 


ent form. 


music 


ij 


would have nixed their bid anyway 
as being too low. 








Cherchez La Femme | 

| 
Pointing up the tremendous 
amount of public interest 


vision, a feature newspaper story | 


in tele- 


with pictures, dreamed last 
week by DuMont publicity chief 
Evelyn Lawson, got top space in 
1,008 newspapers throughout the 
country. Syndicated 
King Features. the story broke 
in almost every Hearst daily in 
he nation, getting more lineage 
than any other one-shot tele fea- 
ture to date. 

Story quoted DuMont director 
Paul Belanger on the five points 
tele directors look for in sign- 
ing femme - talent. 


up | 
| 
| 


through 


Pictures 
showed Belanger surrounded by 
a bevy of lookers, eagerly seek- 
ing his advice to launch them 
on their way to tele fame 


| Mission 
| other service duplication by turning 


|the same portion of the ether but 


| channels, 
| any. 


| 8. FCC announced its plan to elim- 


| ing 
| tion. 


| as well as an adequate receiver pro- 


| munity channel as proposed cannot 


| pression, local commercial advertis- 


| proposed report, found that 12 chan- 


development section, will talk. 


CBS’ New System of Outside-Studio 
Programming Cued to Lower Costs 


¢ CBS television’s new system of 
200 in Tele Acad 


programming a variety of shows 
from outside the studio has the eyes 

Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
After little more than a year of 


of the video industry glued to it as 
organization, the Television Acad- 





a possible method of shortcutting 
the current extremely high produc- 


emy of Arts and Sciences reports a |” 
membership touching on 200. An- | tion costs. Plan works on the same 
nouncement was made at last, basis as that leading many Holly- 


monthly meeting, Sept. 9. 


ceae wood film producers to concentrate 
Latest to join, among others, were 


on out-of-the-studio location work 


Rudy Vallee, now readying to pro- | more authentic settings at far less 
duce films for video. and Norman ¢ost than if similar sets were to be 
Blackburn, one of J. Walter Thomp- constructed in the studio. 

son s local veepees, in charge of tele | Straight shows produced via the 
here for agency. | : 

: |remote pickup system can be done 
| ee RS “—— | for at least 30% less cost than if pro- 
|}duced in the studio, according to 
TBN Cites Neod | Tx ny Miner, CBS national tele di- 


rector who inaugurated the new sys- 
j}tem. Chief price-saving measvre lies 
in the faci that only about one-half 
the number of technicians are re- 
quired, since no elaborate studio 


For More Channels :- can 


Washington, Sept. 16. | 4. : 
S , pt. ; Miner claims, such shows will re- 
quire less rehearsal time through 


the greater flexibility of the cameras. 


rn 
aa 


Television Broadcasters Associa- 
tion yesterday (15) called upon FCC 
to hold a public hearing on the com- 


; Actors rehearsing for a_ studio 
plan to avoid video and . 


show must spend needless hours gct- 
ting their camera positions down pat, 


television channel No. 1 over to ‘ . 

: we Miner points out. Because remote 

other, cervieces exclusively. TOA cameras employ four lenses, instead 
‘ ‘ras e ses, Nnstee 

agreed heartily that television and 2 


of the two usually found on studio 
cameras, it’s possible to use more louig 
and medium shots. &sme as. 
| sequently, can do most of the work, 
leaving the actors free to act and 
not to remember their camera posi- 
tions. “The time required to achieve 
precision in studio work is not nec- 
(essary ror these same shows core 
on remote locations,’ Miner said, 


other services cannot properly share 
: ‘ cone- 
insisted that tele needed three more 
rather than surrendering 


In a brief filed with FCC. it also 
asked that the commission recon- 
sider its plan for a very limited 
sharing of television channels 7 and 


; inate channel No. 1 for television | Ends Restriction Rumors 
on Aug. 14 last, explaining that/ geries of shows lined up under 


many other services could be packed 
into the channel, thereby eliminat- 
most of the existing duplica- 

Commission pointed out that 
no station was operating on the 
wavelength and that only one con- 
struction permit has been issued for 
it. Channel one was reserved for 
community stations. 


the new plan should end once and 
{for all the rumors that CBS hence- 
forth will stick only to pickups of 
sports events and to film shows, 
Miner declares. Web will do as 
much pregramming as any other 
broadcaster, including dramatic 
shows,. variety and audience partici- 


In its brief, TBA declared in part: pation material. Shows will natu- 
“Natural growth of the television rally be offered to sponsors at straight 
industry anticipates the establish- commercial rates. In fact, Miner 
adds, basic idea underlying the 


ment of network programming and 


at : ; . 3 2 syste is ¢ attemp 
availability of inter-city connections, | W90*6 Rew system is an attempt to 


tevolve some new method of com 


. merci le ‘ ill take the sting 
duction. As present plans and con- "er - . — ner Posowy mi a 5 
. . it of the ' 2 rogram- 
| struction are realized, the demand °u ages — 1 _ 
: ; sts for sponsors. 
}for community service on channel D8 Costs tor sponsors 


CBS wi'!l do about 20 different 
shows during the next six weeks, 
including two or three daytime pro- 
grams. Included among these are a 
‘fashion show to be lensed in a hotel 
room and the airplane training pro- 
gram from Teterboro airport, N. J., 
which teed off Sunday (14). Miner 
also hopes to have his cameras down 


No. 1 will come rapidly and over- | 
whelmingly. The loss of this com- 


fail to produce added geographic 
insufficiencies seriously hindering 
the commission in fulfillment of its 
obligations. 

“The commission through its de- 
cisions over the years has re- 
emphasized again and again the im- at the passenger liner docks to in- 
portance of local expression via lo- | terview ariiving celebs. Time of 
cal outlets based upon the desire to these shows, of course, depends on 
afford the opportunity for civic ex- What time the ships dock. 

Under present equipment condi- 
tions, Miner says, it will still be 
necessary for actors to use makeup 
on remote shows. Because image 
orthicon cameras are employed and 
because there will be no studio light- 


ing, the development of local talent 
and a community of interest. 
“RTPB Panel No. 6 testified (at 
the hearings in 1944-45) that ap- 
proximately 30 channels were nec- 


essary to provide a_ nation-wide jing conditions to contend with, ac- 
competitive television broadcast sys- tors will not suffer from the same 
tem. Panel No. 2, after considering heat problem that now confronts 


the needs of other services, reduced 
the request to 18 channels. As to the 
specific number of channels neces- 
sary, the general feeling was that 30 
would be adequate, 15 too few. 

“However, the commission in 


them in most studio work, Miner de- 
clares. 





Philly's WEIL-TV 
Tees Off With 8 


Sept. 16. 


its 


nels were the maximum which could 
then be assigned to television below 
30 MCS. This was later revised to 
13 channels in the final report.” 

The brief then goes on to remind 
that television channels cannot be 
further reduced without damage to 
the new medium. 


Philadelphia, 

WFIL-TV went on the air for the 
first time Saturday (13) with eight 
|commercial shows under its belt. The 
sponsors are Judson C. Burns, 
tele distributors; Marcus Printing 
Co.; U.S. Rubber Co.; Bartel’s. a re- 
teil shop; the Drake and Brighton, 
hotels; Del-Mont Motors: Jewees, 
specialty shop; Mort Farr, radio and 


IRE REGIONAL MEET 
HEARS TELE PROBLEMS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16 


First regional convention to be 
: : 4 tele distributors, and Ballantine’ 
held in seven years will be launched q i ee 
: : : Beer. 
by the Institute of Radio Engineers te : 
in San Francisco, Sept. 26 through The station grideoed the Eagles- 
28, and the meet is expected to lure Bcars football game from Franklin 


several hundred technicians. Field in the afternoon, and then for- 


A preliminary meeting to discuss ™ally inaugurated service with a 
television problems to be taken up ‘PeCial telecast at 7:45 p.m. 
at the conclave will be held here in On this formal program were 
;the auditorium of the Los Angeles |Mayor Bernard Samucl: Roger W. 
| Times today (Tues.). Ray Monfort, |Clipp. g.m. of WFIL: Kenneth W. 
Times; Harry Lubcke, Don Lee: Stowman, tele cesector. and Frank 
i Klaus Landesberg, Television Pro- | Folsom, RCA-Victor exec v.p. After 


ductions, and Paul Reedy, formerly 
with CBS’ color video research and 


the inaugural mumble-mumbte, the 
first edition of the Inquirer Tele- 
| Vision News was shown, with Wally. . 
Sheldon as comiventwton’ oY pee 
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N THE SUMMER OF 1943, the American Broadcasting 
Company (then the Blue Network) was taken over 
by a new ownership and a new management. 

The new management set about accomplishing two 
important jobs: first, to bring the best possible listening 
to millions of radio homes across the country; and second, 
to furnish American business with an efficient, effective 
advertising medium which would sell more and more 
goods to more and more people at the lowest possible cost. 

Now —four years later (in radio time, that’s 140,160 
quarter hours later!)—is a good time to review the prog- 
ress that the network has made. 


FACILITIES: 


At the time of the change, the Blue Network was made 
up of 160 stations with a total power of 469,800 watts. 


Today, ABC has 264. stations, an increase of 65%. The 
total power of the network is now 1,045,700 watts: an 
increase during the four years of 123%. 

In expanding from 160 to 264 stations, the emphasis 
has been on the nation’s top 200 markets. Of the 104 
stations added between 1943 and 1947, 52 of them 
were located in these vital sales areas. Thus, by the 
end of 1947, ABC will have its own outlets in at least 
167 of the top 200 markets (45% more than in 1943). 
And in the remaining 33 markets, ABC provides 
primary coverage in 24 of them from outside stations. 


In 1943, the network owned and operated three sta- 
tions: WJZ in New York, WENR in Chicago and KGO 


in San Francisco. 


KECA (Los Angeles) and WX YZ (Detroit), both impor- 
tant stations in key markets, have since been added 
to the Owned-and-Operated list, making a total of 
five Owned-and-Operated stations. 

By the end of 1947, ABC will have a total of eleven 
50,000-watt stations on the network. 


BILLING: 


Gross billings for the year ending December 31, 1942, 
were $15,782,493. Billings for the year ending December 
ST, 1946, totalled $40,617,130. This is an increase of 157%. 


ia) 


ANNIVERSARY 


American 
broadcasting 
Company 





As an example of the growth of ABC, take the food field: 





NETWORK FOOD ADVERTISING 1943-1947 * 
ABC Network “X“ Network “Y“ Network “2” 

1943 $ 6,913,471 $12,941,518 $12,600,180 $1,104,588 
1944 11,217,318 15,925,268 +» 13,183,755 2,241,069 
1945 13,189,172 14,046,091 12,150,275 2,913,405 
1946 12,741,277 13,359,844 12,579,209 4,154,383 
1947* 6,718,836 6,571,307 6,272,099 2,535,845 

*First Six Months Source: PIB 











ABC is now completely sold out from 9 AM to 6 PM every 
Monday through Friday. And in the mornings, it is the 
most-listened-to network in radio. 


PROGRAMS AND SPONSORS: 


There have also been important improvements in pro- 
grams, and they have been reflected in consistently higher 
ratings. (In Jan.-Feb., 1947, ABC’s Hooperatings for ALL 
programs were 18.4% higher than the same period of 1943.) 
Part of the credit for these improvements goes to the ABC 
Program Department for the development of new shows 
and new talent—and for better programming of shows. 

But an even larger share of the credit must go to ABC’s 
sponsors. To the network they have brought their vast 
experience — both in entertaining the public and in the 
mass selling of goods. They have worked closely with the 
network; they have had /az¢/ in the network. If a network 
is known by the company it keeps, then ABC—with 
names on its roster like U. 8. Stee/, General Electric, 
R. J. Reynolds, Philco, General Mills, P& G, Westing- 
house, American Tobacco, Bristol-Myers, Goodyear, and 
Gillette (to mention only a few)—cannot be outdone. 

And if a network is known by the entertainment— 
enlightenment—education—inspiration—it provides, 
ABC and its clients have their full share of winners: top 
popularity programs like she Bing Crosby Show, the 
Theatre Guild on the Air, the Boston and Detroit Sym- 
phonies, the Breakfast Club, Walter Winchell, the Metro- 
politan Opera, This 7s Your FBI, the Henry Morgan Show, 
America’s ‘lown Meeting of the Air. 

All these facts and figures add up to just this: ABC 
has made remarkable progress in four years. And with 
our many friends—with their loyalty, their prestige, their 
confidence in our network—we can see this progress 
continuing in the years ahead. 


American Broadcasting Company 


A NETWORK OF 264 RADIO STATIONS SERVING AMERICA 


$3 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Dr. Alfred T. Dorf, the Danish-born former Brooklyn minister who 
had a running part several years ago on the “Against the Storm” day- 
time serial, performed marriage service recently for two people who 
were connected with the show. One was Gerda Mickelson, who co- 
authored it under the name of Gerda Michael, with her sister, Sandra 
Michael. 

The other was Nelson Case. who announced the program for a time. 
Case’s bride, actress-writer Nondas Metcalfe, directed soldier shows 
fer the USO in France during the war, and later had charge of the 
enlisted men’s club in Paris. Since the war she’s done radio writing, 
Theatre Wing work and a year’s fund-raising speaking tour for USO. 
Nelson was a Navy flier during the war. Miss Michael's husband, Ole 
Skaarup, is a shipping executive 


Box” in the September issue of Stand By, 


In his “The President's 


monthly publication of the N. Y. local of AFRA, Clayton Collyer refers to | 


Variery’s coverage of the union’s recent national convention. The local 
prez doesn't mention Varrery by name, but his meaning is unmistakable. 
The implication of Collyer’s article is that Variery’s reporting was “biased 
hearsay.” This conforms with the local president’s repeated assertions to 
f llow members that Vaniery’s convention reporting was “inaccurate.’ 
Howev Collyer has refused to be quoted to that effect by Varirry. 
Also. he has told various fellow AFRAfztes that Variery refused to meet 
him at an off-the-record luncheon to discuss the cohvention coverage. 
But he hasn't explained that Varmry insisted that such a confab be on- 
the-record, so its hands would noi be tied in advance. 

Evening broadcasting course of Fordham Univ., N. Y., scheduled to 
start Sept. 22, has a guest faculty of instructors culled from the radio 
field. Those due to teach on their own particular branch are Arthur 
Hull Hayes, WCBS, N. Y., general manager; actor Ed Begley; Lindscy 
MacHarrie, producer-director of “We, the People’; Jucson LaHaye, 
music lecturer; Tom O'Brien, NBC staff announcer; Ernest Ricca, direc- 
tor of “True Romances,” and Dorothy Klock. WNYE staffer. 

Course, is supervised by the college’s radio division chairman, William 
A. Coleman, who also will lecture on dramatic writing for radio. 
social aspects will be taught by the institution's communication arts 
head, Rev. R. F. Grady. 





Though established transcription companies appear to be riding the 
erest of the platter trend, a considerable barrier remains to be hurdled 
by the legitimate independents coming into the field, however solid 
their offerings or honest their intentions Irresponsible predecessors 
have created much ill-will by failure to deliver series after contract- 
ing to do so, leaving stations high and dry after a show series has 
started. Reliable newcomers are finding selling tough because of the 
precedents set by the fly-by-nighters, having first to break down some- 
what justified prejudice before even getting into a sales pitch on product. 








Jimmy Durante and Dennis Day will be starred on “The Family 
Theatre,’ over Mutual tomorrow (Thurs.) in a sketch written by Father 
Timothy Mulvey, OMI. Durante will serve as host. Father Mulvey, 
who has been in Hollywood during recent months, is the only priest 
regularly writing scripts for the program, which Father Patrick Peyton 
presents. 


| 


Radio’s 


ABC PLANS MORE SPACE 


FOR HOLLYWOOD SHOWS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
| Lebensraum will be added here to 
lease ABC’s administrative tight-rope 
| walking if a deal for more Sunset 
boulevard space is approved by 
headquarters brass. Deal is being 
‘negotiated for the taking over of 
‘two byildings on the north side of 
Sunset near Cahuenga, one of which 
was formerly a_ giant restaurant 
wherein waitresses 
‘on wooden-wheeled roller skates. 
The other is smaller and immediately 
adjacent to the west. 

Network ts now 





|quartered in a building on Chero- 
ikee, uses its own station (KECA) 
| building as much as possible and has 


|opposite NBC at Sunset and Vine. 
| Studio space is equally varied, net 
using NBC. KECA, Sunset Radio 
|Center. KFWB, sometimes Earl Car- 


also be only temporary until net is 
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Television Reviews 


TELE-THEATRE 
With Resario & Antonio, Mack Trip- 
lets, Briants (2), Jumbo, Minevitch 


Hartmans (2) 
Preducer-director: Ed Sobol 
Tech. director: Al Protzman 
30 Mins.; Sun. (14), 8:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

NBC went out after the best talent 
available for this special variety 
show for its affiliate station owners | 


| and managers assembled last week in | 


Atlantic City. After shooting the| 
show to A.C. Saturday (13) after- 
noon, the web officials apparently 
believed it was good enough to do a| 
repeat for the general public the 
following evening. Program prob- | 
ably created an equally favorable | 
effect on both performances. | 


Despite the general excellence of/ his excellent collection of sidemen. | ered. 


| production, the show pointed up 


|} anew that the more subtle vaude 


| 





perambulated | taste. 


using pro tem) 
space at NBC, has some departments | 

' 
ithe Duc de 


; |additional space in a-rear building | 
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depth of characterization demanded 
for full appreciation of the original. 

First in the series, which preemed 
last Friday (12), was Edmond Ros- 
tand’s “L’Aiglon,” translated and 
adapted for the BBC by Clemence 
Dane. A poetic romantic tragedy on 
the fate of Napoleon's son, this play 
is too full of purple rhetoric and 
sentimental excesses for modern 
Despite this, however, the 
BBC craftsmen have fashioned out 
of this work a brilliant historical 
canvas which riveted interest for 
the full 90 minutes. 

Heading the cast was James Mc- 
Kechnie, who portrayed the role of 
Reichstadt, originally 
made famous by Sara Bernhardt on 
the stage. His performance was 4a | 
virtuoso mix of tenderness and 
strength. Other standout performers 
in the play were Arthur Young, 
Victorio Rieti and David Piel. Val 
Gielgud’s direction was skillfully 





|cued to the play’s: mood and he re- 
roll’s, etc. New space, however, will | 


able to build an ail-embracing plant. | 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 


Harmonica Rascals, Kitty Kallen, | Producer-Director: Lou Place 


} 
| 


| 


ceived excellent support from Rich- 
ard Addinsell’s music 
Other plays in the series will in- 
clude Christopher Marlowe's “Doc- 
tor Faustus.” Euripedes’ “The Tro- 
jan Women,” Ibsen's “Hedda Gabler” 
and George Bernard Shaw's “The 
Man of Destiny.” Herm. 


SHEAFFER PARADE 


With Eddy Howard and Orch, Ford 
Pearson 


30 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. 

SHEAFFER PENS 

NBC, from New York 
(Russell Seeds) 

A straight musical half-hour, with 
only a vocalist backed by a band, | 
has only a slight chance of making | 
a Hooper-wise dent, considering that | 
even the top singers, Crosby, Sinatra 
et al.. have a multitude of embellish- 
ments including guests, and excel- | 
lent writing to make for a har-'! 
monious whole. Consequently Eddy | 
Howard coming in with orchestral | 
backing lacks a multitude of ingre- | 
dients which makes for a repetitious 
session, 

It’s neither the fault of Eddy nor 


Both are competent, show excellent | 
musical taste and attengpt to get a 


| ahead. 
|available and attractive outdo, 








Stevens, whose versatile and ex. 
pressive mezzo soprano lends warmth 
and authbrity to the airer. Miss 
Stevens is equally capable of bring- 
ing out the best in either pop or 
classical renditions. 

Especially rich backing is given 
her by the solid musical arrange-~ 
ments of the Al Goodman orch with 
Oscar Shumsky at the violin and 
Milton Rettenberg's piano interludes 
enriching the musical portion of the 
show. The well-disciplined chorus 
has its moments in the spotlight for 
equally good effect. 

The commercials are deftly han- 
dled by Frank Gallup. They’re insti- 
tutional in nature, handled well- 


| enough to become an integral part of 


the show without destroying its dig- 
nified character. Jose. 





CAROLINA OUT-OF-DOORS 
With John Harden 

Producer: Warren Barfield 
Writer: John Harden 


| Music: Kingham Scoit 


15 Mins., Fri, 9:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTF, Raleigh 

This is a new program idea de- 
signed to serve the vacationist, the 
person with a few days off, or the 
weekender. 

Each week “Carolina Out-Of- 
Doors” goes on. the air Friday nights 
to help plan weekend trips or to 
suggest vaeation trips for the week 
Idea is to spotlight currently 


places and things, with information 


las to how to get there and what to 


expect on arrival. 

Harden, who has been a North 
Carolina Varirry mugg since 1929, 
and who is currently serving as 
secretary to North Carolina’s Gov. 
Gregg Cherry, ties in with his reci- 
tals interesting traditions, tales and 
legends about the places he reports 
on and recommends. 

To give variety, Harden has guests 
on program and has interview dialog 
presenting particular locality or re- 
sort area. The guests are experts 
on the particular subject being cov- 
When they are available, of- 
fer is made to send out folders, tour 
maps, and other vacation literature. 


More than 325 stations now carry the feature, dedicated to fostering | and nitery acts don’t take too well large degree of variety into their | Program is generating a big request 


daily family prayer. | 
| 





Schlitz switch from Gordon Best (formerly McJunkin) ad agency to 
Y&R revives speculation of what's to become of the 39 15-minute shows 
recorded for the beer firm by McJunkin and then mysteriously shelved. | 
Titled “Adventures in Gracious Living,’ the series featured Ralph 
Ginsburgh with his string ensemble and a femcee who lends a genteel 
touch to the suds. Production cost is estimated at $75,000 and those | 
who heard the cuttings say they're top quality. 


Inside Television 


CBS football viewers are going to be a disgruntled bunch if this 
eamera crew follows the pattern it set during the Brooklyn-Cleveland 
night game. Constant closeups of the ball in the air and the ball car- 
riers may delight the lens men but these shots are unsatisfactory to 
the audience. 


to the current small tele Screen. 


offerings, but unfortunately, this | 


Routine such as that presented by | combo is inadequate as far as hold- 


flamenco terpsichore iust didn’t have 


stage. Highly-subtle 


of Paul and Grace Hartman, on the 
other hand, was amazingly good. 
Format followed that inaugurated 


before a live studio audience, who 


trotting to open and close the pro- 
gram. With one or two minor faults, 
Eddie Sobol’s direction was good. 
Extremely bad lighting for several 
of the acts. however, completely ne- 
gated Sobol’s work. Closeup of 


As an example of how wrong a camera can go on an important play | Songstress Kitty Kallen, for instance, 


take that Cleveland runback of a punt for a touchdown. The camera 
focused on the ball in flight, showed a medium shot of the receiver 
catching it, went to a closeup as the runner cut for the sideline and 


would have been noteworthy with 
proner lighting. As it was. Miss 





held this closeup as the runner kept on running and running—and he 


pared to the later image transmitted 





ran quite a ways. Consequently it was merely a picture of a boy run- | yiq a medium shot. Stal. 
ning with a ball. The audience had no conception of any blocking ahead | 
of the ball or even whether the youngster had scored or been forced | DISC BAR 


out of bounds. Lookers only knew it was a long run. That a score had 
been made was not certain until the lincup for the extra point. To 
make it a little worse the commentator didn’t even mention the length 
of the run (82 yards.) All he did say was what there was “a beautiful 
b'ock” somewhere but it was a secret from the camera and the audience. 

“Fancy Dans” of the camera will chase viewers to opposition stations. 
There is a simple way to televise a football game which makes it easier 
for both crew and audience. 





Not much doubt that DuMont’s Dennis James is doing the best job 
among “Manhattan’s television sports commentators. James does the 
wrestling and boxing from the Jerome and Jamaica (L. I.) arenas. 

It is on the groaners that James particularly shines due to his basic 
knowledge of wrestling besides a sense of humor that permits him 
to kid both the participants and himself. James has had a definite part 
in popularizing wrestling on the screen and a poll of viewers might 
surprise as to the number of its regular followers, 





Studio retrenching in Hollywood is causing a reverse trend in tele- 


Vision, it appears, with technicians and productional talent being “lib- | 


erated” taking a new awareness of video in which they are seeking jobs. 


Icling persons are not looking for any temporary relief from the baying | 


introduced, feeling being that video is here to Stay and the close re- 


lationship of the two visual mediums affords them an edge over other | 


job seekers. 


Hargis’ L.A. Setup 


Chicago, Sept. 16 

Feature Productions shortly will 
open a Los Angeles office under 
Tom Hargis, former NBC producer. 
who was in town last week to hud- 
dle with Chuck Acree. Stu Dawson 
and Chuck Logan. FP expansion 
also will include opening of a New 
York office some time next year. | 
and the bow of Feature Publications , Pl. 
to market Acree's fan books via, Tip Saggau, sportcaster, will be 
Open-end series packaged by Fea- at the mike to give listeners the 


ture Productions. 
Merrill Workhoven 





| NEBRASKA GAMES AIRING 


Omaha, Sept. 16. 
WOW has signed up to air all of 
the Univ. of Nebraska football games 
of which there will be nine this 
year. The station has formed a small 
network together with KODY at 





FP currently handles the CBS | running game. 
“Hint Hunt” and ABC’s “Ladies Be | “'ll do the color. Nebraska opens at 
Seated. "ft Lincoln with Ihdiana, Sept. 27. 


, North Platte and KOLT of Scotts- | 


} interest in a lacklustre program. 


| With Den Reper, Belle Flower 
| Producer: Bill Monsees 
| Director: Frank Bunetta 
15 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
| WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 
Here's another example of too 





“Disc Bar” devotes its entire 15 min- 
j utes to the age-old vaude record 
| routine—performers moving their 


| Rosario and Antonio with their subtle | ing interest during a half-hour show. | 


| the punch it usually has on a vaude | boxofficewise through his Majestic 
i slow-motion recordings. He has warm and fluid 
comedics of the Briants failed to| pipes robust enough to stand up in 
project for the same reason. Broad | the upper crust of singers, but withal 
humor inherent in the dance satire | needs further support. 


} 


| 


q 


| 


Kallen appeared completcly devoid | 
of makeup and strangely pale com-. 


_ juvenile platter stuff with its sights 





| lips in synchronization with a plat- | 


| ter novelty, with their antics and 
| facial expressions supposedly lend- 
ing comedy to the process. 

Similar routine has been tested 
| and proved by such top entertainers 
| as the Bernard Bros., who've played 
the Versailles, N. Y.: Roy Davis, and 
| Low. Hite and Stanley. These acts, 
| however, never did more than one 
such number in a show, which served 
| to retain the novelty and make it 
@asy to take. 


| be funny but they're certainly not 
| hilarious enouch to feed this kind of 
stuff io Viewers for an entire 15-min- 
ute program. 

Duo tries to mix up the numbers. 
with Miss Flower dubbing an oper- 
| atic aria, Roper working over a 
Jimmy Durante platter and both of 
| them doing a hillbilly routine. It just 
doesn't come off. thouch. Roper, 
moreover, overworks the gag of 
waiting for his former partner to re- 
turn to the show. The team might 
be good for a single number in a big 
variety show but they ean’t carry 
this one by themselves. : 

Show productionwise is not much 
better. DuMont may be justified in 
using cheaply-made painted flats for 


sor. But how can they expect to 
| lure a bankroller if the show isn’t 
j attractive? Camera work is okay 
| for the material, but even the best 
| variety of camera shots can’t instill 


Stal. 


scenery, since the show has no spon-! --the male Singer has been elim- 


+h 
Of this 


| houses. Theatre chain. incidentally, 


Don Roper and Belle | 


‘8 F . | Flower on this DuM ; , | 
wolf either but are seemingly eager for permanent association once | s DuMont show may 


“was of the wholesome type and no 
much of a good thing going sour, | Lanier ‘whe 


Eddy has previously made a dent | 





There’s little attempt to enliven 
the proceedings with banter and 
Ford Pearson's only chores are the 


by the almost-defunct Borden's show. | announcements and the commercials. | 
Acts performed in a nitery settitng | Both are okay. Jose. | 


cette | 


took part in the proceedings by fox- | pF CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
With Eddie Cantor, Barry Thompson, 


Victor Jory: Carl King, announcer 
Writer: Shelley Dobbins 
Producer-director: Bob Labour 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 

CENTURY THEATRE CIRCUIT 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Utilizing the wealth of material 
available in kid disk albums, Cen- 
tury theatres has built a_ series 
of Sunday afternoon shows around 


trained on the 10-year-old and un- 
der. Initialer Sunday (14) 
wiched brief jingles on safety and | 
tolerance between Eddie Cantor’s | 
waxing of “Tweedie Dum and/ 
Tweedle Dee.” Barry Thom son’s | 
“Tree and Ax” from Aesop's Fables 
and Victor Jory’s “Story of Celeste.” | 

Produced by Bab Labour, show 





doubt should attract a heavy mop- 
pet listener clientele. Shelley Dob- 
bins’ scripting was couched in terms 
easily understood by the small fry 
and announcer Car! King unob- 
trusively handled introductory nar- 
ration as well as weaving in plugs 
for a forthcoming children’s Satur- | 
day matinee at some five Century 


! 


boosts the radio show via one-minute 
trailers in all its houses. On the 
whole. program acceptably fills in a 
Sunday afternoon niche long vacant 
for children in this age bracket. 

Gilb. 


} 
} 


PRUDENTIAL HOUR } 
With Rise Stevens, Al Goodman 
Orch, Oscar Shumsky, Milton Ret- | 
tenberg, Frank Gallup | 





D rector: Ken Burton 
Writer: Alan Sloane | 
30 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 
PRUDENTIAL LIFE INSURANCE 
CBS, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 
The Prudential program. which | 
for some years has made a heavy 
dent upon the conservative type of 
listener hankering for an even, 
placid and pleasant flow of music. 
has resumed with virtually the 
same format that has made this ses- 
sion a standout among 
classic sessions. 
There's only been a slight change | 


the pop | 


inated, an item which isn't missed | 
particularly here inasmuch as there’s | 
a sufficiency of male voices with the | 
conferenciering of Frank Gallup and | 
the well-trained male chorus. } 

As in previous years, the feature | 
Session is the Met's Risé ’ 


sand- | 4 


' erally 


mall. 





Oooo 


Follow-up Comment 


Garry Moere, as the new mc. of 
“Take It or Leave It.”” now on NBC, 
should be a distinct asset to the 
series when he becomes more 
familiar with it and masters the 
peculiar requirements of the assign- 
ment. Judged strictly on his merits 
on his debut on the show Sunday 


| night (14), he was only so-so. The 


format of the audience  partici- 
pationer remains unchanged, with 
five studio contestants trying to an- 
swer questions in selected cate- 
gories, at pyramiding cash up to $64. 

As when Phil Baker and before 
that Bob Hawk had the stanza, 
Moore opened with a standup gag 
spot with the announcer, Ken Rob- 
erts, and sprinkled other quips at 
obviously prepared points in the 
a. sequences. Mobre handles 
the jokes smartly. of course. but he 
violated a few audience participation 
basics, such as criticizing the con- 
testantS a bit severely and tailing 
to keep the studio audience under 
control, 

On the other hand, he was gen- 
ingratiating, maintained a 
lively pace and created an air of 


| gayety to the proceedings. He'll have 


to be ultra careful about blue stuff, 
however, as that can be sudden hor- 
ror on an audience adlib show. In 
one instance Sunday night he used a 
sapolioed gag, something or other 
about Glen Gray having béen built 
like a brick Sinatra, that boffed the 
studio audience. 

ty also mangled one of the Ever- 


_slfarp commercials, but neatly turned 
| it into a laugh and thereby saved the 


plug. For the first few shows under 
Moore, the series originates in New 


York, then goes to the Coast 
permanently. 
Louis Sobol’s new book, “Some 


Days Were Happy.” was supposed 
to be the pivotal point of WHN’s 
(N. Y.) “Books On Trial” sequence 
Monday night (15), but the session 


|} came off more as a battle of wits 


between Billy Rose. who was de- 
fending the book, and writer Russell 
Maloney, who criticized the tome. 
Maloney glibly dubbed the work 
“corny” and said Broadway needed 
Sobol’s childhood reminiscences 
“like it does a hole in the head.” 
Rose snapped back, “Cold or hot, [ 
like corn!” He thought lots of things 
Maloney would term corny, “like 
Strauss waltzes.” were pretty fine. 


| Maloney’s “just a Broadway wise- 


guy,” Rose sneered. Sobol, from the 
sidelines, observed, “There I was, 
minding my own past, at my type- 
writer . .*,” 

“Jury” headed by Ben Hecht voted 
11-to-1 in favor of Sobol. But it 
was mainly Maloney’s rapier parry- 
Ing versus Rose that made ihe 


inning a lively’ 30‘ minutes. 
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P&G Invites a Showdown 


Looks like the fight is on. 


The radio industry may have an opportunity to demonstrate 
much sooner than it expected just how far it is willing to go in 
its desire to rid the airwaves of commercial excesses. When Neil 
H. McElroy, one of the high priests of radio’s largest bankroller, 
Procter & Gamble, whose billings run into $20,000,000 a year, 


stood up 


at the NBC convention in Atlantic City and served 


notice on the network that P&G doesn’t intend to permit tam- 
pering with its commercials, he was in effect sounding the clar- 
jon call in rallying radio’s sponsors in the battle to preserve the 


status quo. 


It could well be that here at last is the real test case that may 
determine just how far NBC and all radio is willing to go in its 
avowal to clean up the air in ridding the kilocycles of commercial 


abuses. 


McElroy’s “you-can’t-do-this-to-us” edict comes right at the 
moment that NAB is projecting its new code designed to estab- 
lish a uniformity of standards on time allowed for commercials. 
It also comes smack in the middle of Niles Trammell’s own battle 
with his affiliate stations to curb such commercial excesses as 
hitch-hikes, cow-catchers, etc. When in recent weeks network 
chieftains witnessed the new March of Time release on radio and 
and Metro’s filmization of Frederic Wakeman’s “Hucksters,” 
they stood up in righteous wrath in vehemently denying the 
double-barrelled contention that it’s the sponsor who has final 
control in determining what shall and shall not go on the air. 


Here then it would appear is radio’s opportunity to back up its 
claim. The question of whether there will be a hasty retreat 
in the face of a threat from a $20,000,000-a-year bankroller is of 
vital significance. Out of it will come the answer as to whether 
the industry merely intends paying lip service to the newly 
promulgated code. In fact, radio’s whole future may hinge on it. 


Not only the industry but everyone interested in an unshackled 
radio as a medium for free expression will be watching and 


waiting. 








Femmes Barge In on NAB to Show They 
Have Contribution to Make to Radio 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. ¢ 





The feminine contingent, conspic- 
uous by its absence at formal ses- 
sions of past NAB conventions, is 
much in evidence at this year’s in- 
dustry picnic here. The femme 
broadcasters are playing an active 
role in several NAB clinics. While 
a record turnout of spouses are on 
hand to accompany their husbands 
at evening parties and open sessions, 
for first time in history, NAB ear- 
marked an entire afternoon session 
here today (16) for femme gabbers. 


NAB’s director of women’s activi- 
ties Dorothy Lewis is wielding the 
gavel while WNBC, N. Y.’s Mary 
Margaret McBride and Ruth Crane 
acting prez of the Assn. of Women 
Broadcasters are taking the bows. 
Meanwhile, two femme performers 
headlined yesterday's (15) program 
and advertising clinics. Beauteous 
Barbara Welles, WOR commentator, 
emceed joint ad-program luncheon. 


Miss Wells, former Powers model 
and one of 10 best-dressed women 
in @ 1946 poll, got a big hand from 
a predominantly male audience 
when she described the tremendous 
loyalty of women listeners and 
warned the male contingent not to 
look down its noses at the daytime 
dialers. At yesterday's retail and 
clinic, NAB assistant director of ad- 
vertising Miss Lee Hart grabbed the 
largest audience on a morning panel 
where she described the whopping 
strides radio has made in attracting 
retailer's dollars since NAB sparked 
its first campaign at the 1942 Cleve- 
land convention. 


The visiting wives won new recog- 
nition on the NAB program when 
WFPG here skedded two ocean 
cruises for them and NAB. itself 
hosts a “ladies only” seafood lun- 
cheon at Hackney’s restaurant to- 
morrow (17). Harry Maizlich, spark- 
plug of Warner Bros.’ KWFB, Holly- 
wood, also handed out 3,000 invites 
to visiting couples to premiere show- 
ing of Warners’ “The Unsuspected” 
at Warners theatre here. 


Among industry execs whe squired 
their wives to the NAB clambake 
were CBS prexy Frank Stanton; 
CBS v.p. Earl Gammons, Washing- 
ton; chief engineer Bill Lodge. 
NBC’s Washington V. P. Frank Rus- 
sell was on hand with his spouse 
along with FCC Chairman Charles 
R. Denny and Mrs. Denny. NAB 
boardymember Paul Morency, WITC, 
Hartford and Henry Johnson, WSGN, 
Birmingham, manager, both showed 
up with recent brides. 





Peoria—Fred C. Mueller named as 
Manager of WEEK, NBC affiliate in 
Peoria, by the West Central Broad- 
Casting Company, succeeding Stan- 
ley E. White, resigned. 





Delay on Time Queries 
Worries Chi Salesmen 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Inquiries for network time which 
customarily come from smaller ac- 
counts after Labor Day haven't ma- 


terialized this year and the rate-card 
toters are beginning to wonder 
whether it indicates just delayed ac- 


| tion or a sign of ominous outlook. 
|The consensus of belief 


is on the 
optimistic side, namely, that the 
smaller advertisers who have de- 
signs on network radio are merely 
waiting to see how the availability of 
raw products shapes up for the early 
part of next year. 


Among the comparatively small 
manufacturers missing at the mo- 
ment from the network lists are sev- 
eral parts and metal fabricators. The 
web salesmen say that with this 
group it’s strictly a materials prob- 
lem. 





Weatherman Song Spots 
Fear Cancellation Rash 
Due to Official Warning 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Packagers of singing weatherman 
spots fear a rash of- cancellation be- 
latedly brought on by a circular let- 
ter that F. W. Reichelderfer, chief 
of the U. S. Weather Bureau, issued 
to all weather stations last June. 


Letter blamed weather jingles for 
a “tendency toward deterioration in 
the standard of service to the public” 
and quoted Section 61 of the Crim- 
inal Code on the counterfeiting of 
weather forecasts. The section pro- 
vides maximum fines of $500 and 90- 
day imprisonment for anyone who 
knowingly puts the U. S. Weather 
Bureau label on an unofficial fore- 
cast. 

Reichelderfer asked weather sta- 
tion officials ‘‘to listen for erroneous 
forecasts and in a tactful manner 
discourage the use of singing com- 
mercials by local stations and ad- 
vertisers.” That some weathermen 
have done just that is evident in the 
current alarm of temptune pack- 
agers. There's little danger they'll 
run afoul of Section 61, but Reich- 
elderfer’s  bianket 
weather jingles has them fearful gf 
| client slump. 
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& Stark, and Starr Radio Produc- 


. tions 


The main packagers of barometer | 


Sain 


ror cuerse. Radio Needs Selling Job to Offset 


David Sarnoff is just another 
public service orator when it 
comes to NBC’s sked of soapers. 
RCA prexy’s speech before dele- 
gates of the U. S. National Com- 
mission. for UNESCO was car- 





ried live by WAAF, 1,000-watter | 


Chi indie, opposite NBC's “To- 
day’s Children,’ “Woman _ in 
White,” “Masquerade” and 
“Light of the World.” 

Sarnoff didn’t hit the network 
via trancription until 11:30 that 


RADIO UNION BUYS UP | 
TWO MEXICAN STATIONS 


Mexico City. Sept. 16. 

: Local stations XEFO and XEUZ, | 

tat spokesmen of the Party of Revolu- | 
tionary Institutions (PRI), Mexico's 
dominant political organization, were 
sold to the Mexican Radio Industry 
Workers’ Union, which obtained part 
of the cash for the deal from its 


Heads Wag As 
Everybody Jumps 2" os 











Stations were 
PRI 


closed recently be- 


| cause the lacked funds to run 


: them and pay their help Three 
Ht] 1) 0-0 ct months wages were paid by the 
radio workers union which, natu- 


| rally, has retained the stations staffs. 


People’ Goes On 


The network co-op programming 
splurge, which signs of 
tapering off, has more and more 
industry heads wagging. Last week 
three of the four webs either an- 
nounced a new co-op offering or 
were known to be considering added 


shows no 


Brickbats, Say Sponsor Bigwig 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16 

That old perennial, lack of good 
public relations in constructively 
selling the radio industry to America, 
again came under the critical eye 
of broadcasters at this year’s NAB 
meet. It was particularly keynoted 
at the NBC convention which pre- 
ceded the overall industry powwow, 


'with NBC prexy Niles Trammell: 
'Charles Mortimer, 


General Foods 
veepee, and Neil H. McElroy, Procter 
& Gamble biggie, calling for a more 
concerted industry effort to “sell” 
radio to the people in the face of 


mounting criticism. 


Trammell, who chaired the NBC 
meet, took the position that if the 
NAB convention came up _ with 
something concrete in the way of 


| promulgating a public relations pro- 


gram, it would be a= significant 
milestone. Similiarly, Mortimer was 
seriously concerned over the fact 


that “radio has come in for perhaps 


| the strongest and most concentrated 
|ecriticism from all 


that has 
American 


sides 
ever been aimed at an 


entries in this suddenly crowded 
field. The question being heard 
more and more, in the very shops 


9 industry,” citing as but two insiances 
the “Hucksters” film and novel and 
0 eWe 0 £ | the new March of Time release. 


“Vehement criticisms of radio 
| ° 
been re- | continue to roll off the presses of 





“We, the People” has 


where the added starters are being |Newed by Gulf for another 13-week | 
prepped, is: How many co-op shows | cycle, carrying it through the fall 
can the traffic bear before the sat- | semester in the 9-9:30 spot Tuesday 
uration point is reached among local | nights on CBS. Meanwhile, Young & 
advertisers able to aiford these | Rubicam is still looking for a re- | 
items’ placement show for the oil coneern, 

ABC, with “America’s Town Meet- | preferably a _ top-rgnk production 
ing” going well co-op and Abbott &|with name talent and Hooper-get- 


this nation,” he added. “They need 
to be offset by actions and not by 
protests of virtue.” 
McElroy’s ‘Sound Off’ 
It remained for McElroy, however, 
to tell off the industry. In his “sound 


| off” at the convention, the P & G 


exec took the broadcasters to task 
for failure to hit back at critics. 





Costello lately added to the list, is 
considering a Hedda Hopper stanza 
for the co-op sweepstakes. Dick 
Dorso of Century Artists, N. Y., has 
hopped to the Coast to negotiate a 
deal. Charles C. (Bud) Barry, 
ABC’s program veepee, .is also in 
Hollywood. Show apparently would 
be formatted along the lines of Miss 
Hopper’s Hollywood stanza which 
Camay Soap (P&G) sponsored last 
season, on CBS. 


Mutual, flushed by a record 300 
sponsors for Kate Smith’s noonday 
inning and pitching hard to sell a 
trio of recent entries—“Meet Me at 
Parky’s,” “Information Please” and 
“Alexander’s Mediation Board” — is 
thinking about adding ‘‘America’s 


Forum of the Air” to the roster as | 


competition for ABC’s “Town Meet- 
ing.” 
of “Forum,” is on a swing around 
the country to see how the show 
would go as a co-op. 

Mutual also may offer “The 
Shadow” for co-op sale on stations 
not covered by Blue Coal’s sponsor- 
ship. 

CBS, meantime, has decided to put 
its “Winner Take All” quiz.show on 
the co-op block effective Sept. 29 or 
Oct. 6. Move follows General Elec- 
tric’s decision to pick up CBS’ 
“House Party” starting Dec. 1. That 
show, now co-op, will be shifted 
from its present 5-5:30 p.m. cross- 
the-board spot to the 3:30-4 o'clock 
segment on Sept. 29 or Oct. 6, but 
will be kept co-op through Nov. 28. 


“Winner” will shift from 3:30 to 
4:30. 
CBS has five other co-ops, all 


news or sports with the exception 
of “Hawk Larabee,” western 
dramats, Saturdays, 7-7:30 p.m. 

How big a crop of local sponsors 
can be harvested isn't known, since 
the co-op field has never been fully 
cultivated. But the feeling is, in 
many quarters, that the nets won't 
be long in finding out, at the rate 
new co-ops are being sown. 


‘King’s’ KDKA Click Wins 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Click of quarter-hour comedy 
show, “King for a Minute,’ on 
KDKA this summer as a warm-wea- 
ther replacement for Bernie Arm- 
strong’s musicale has won it a 
permanent spot on station’s sustain- 
ing lineup. With Armstrong return- 
ing tomorrow (Wed.), after 13-week 
layoff under same utilities sponsor- 
ship, “King for a Minute” will switch 
to Monday nights at 6:15. 

Zany program is scripted by Ed 
King, of KDKA continuity depart- 
ment, who also stars in it, along 
with Lionel Poulton, Stephanie Dia- 
mond. Jim Westover and Aneurin 
Bobycombe’s orch. NBC has been 
showing some interest in “King for 
a Minute” and there’s a chance of 
it getting an occasional] feed to the 





| network. 


Theodore Granik, moderator | 





ting potentialities. The bankroller “Here is a place where radio,” he 
has expressed a willingness to pay | argued, “which you would pardon- 
| Substantially for an audition for | ably claim to be one of the world’s 
| such a program. It's indicated how- | great selling tools, is falling down 
;ever, that Oscar Bradley, conductor | daily in the first selling job which 
, of “We, the People,” is a sponsor- | any organization should think of. 
must for any new show selected. “The public prints,” he argued. 

The choice of a new permanent | “is thick at times with criticisms and 
'm.c. for “We, the People” has now |SMarls at radio, and apparently the 
|narrowed down to George Putnam, | fine, solid facts of, accomplishment 
|Edwin C. Hill and Dwight Weist.|0f radio are conspicuous by their 
| Bach has had 


the show for one | absence; not because they don't exist 
broadcast and gets a repeat assign- | but because nobody has organized 
to do a real job of properly calling 
will probably be made. Various | them to the attention of the same 
others had one-shot dates as m.c. of | readers who see and hear the 
\the stanza, but weren't recalled for | criticisms.” 
|repeat. And still others were audi- Neglect of this problem, he told 
'tioned and weren't used. ithe convention, is bound to make 
| “We, the People” is produced by |its-self felt in a weakening of radio's 
'Y & R on a license arrangement |POWér and standing as an advertising 
| with Phillips H. Lord, who owns the |™Medium. He said he was not sug- 
| title. Lindsay MacHarrie directs and | esting “a grand whitewashing 
'Ted Adams heads the writing- | brush”. What rankled him was that 
research staff. | ‘an unpardonable error of omission” 
{was being committed every day— 


aes | through the failure of radio’s lead- 
| BALLOT ON OPERATION _ership to inform and enlighten the 
TO TELL FM’ERS’ STORY direction snouta come from you who 


|public concerning radio’s accomp- 
are responsible for radio broadcast- 
ing.” 


| 


;}ment, after which a final selection 























Hollywood. 





Results of a questionnaire mailed | 
to 1,000 FM licensees and permittees 
by Bill Bailey, exec secretary of the | 
FM Assn., quizzing them in detail on P : C 4 
AM-FM duplication, won't be re- hilly Ex- olumnist In 
leased for a week or two, Bailey an- * ° 
nounced at the close of the FMA Disk Turn for First Such 
confab in N. Y., Saturday (13). He ° 
said around 200 réplies had been re- Show From Local Nitery 
| ceived and he still hoped to get quite : ; 
la few more. Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 
: : Jeff Keen, former columnist for 
lel Ss mé h iy r 
gue 4k dae a pss the defunct Philadelphia Record and 
| known at the N. Y. parley, however, | veteres Philly papell 5 gy has 
the big news in Bailey's poll is ex- —— Bd the air ieinine Rad hea 
pected to come out of replies to two | wat ong the Rial to, . nightly 
tagged-on questions: “Are you |half-hour of gossip, interviews and 
Operating at a profit, breaking even, er eo ie as . h 
Or at a loss?” and “Have your gross ew Ser originating from ‘ ” 
billings increased in the past six Latin Casino nitery, marks first time 
nianiin?® in Philly radio annals that a disk 
: ; , jock type program emanates from a 
If the replies are honest, most | joca) night spot 
FMers feel, around 95% of the sta- Keen works his nightly 12:30 a.m. 
tions will be found in the we ° ed stint from a specially-built sound- 
— a go _ reer proof booth in the lounge of the 
Sy i bel isigcrging a cinta Fi nitery. His first broadcast featured 
vou auneet ip be traning aon . foo! page Sees Oh = xo: spend 
' om lh [an e Andrews Sisters’ Decca wax- 
rigged pues would reply “With- | ing of Irving Berlin's latest, “Free- 
in six months. ‘dom Train.” 
= Also plugging the Freedom Train, 
. ; | which comes to Philadelphia tomor- 
Simon S Mag Yarns aig (17) for a three-day stay, was 
t 16 )an interview with Frank B. Mur- 
Sept. 16. | doch, of the Freedom Train commit- 
| Al Simon, erstwhile press and pro- tee. Other guests were local column- 
motion head of WHN, New York, is ists, Jerry Gagham, of the Daily 
| blossoening News; Don Fairbairn, of the Bulle- 


nave 08 0 fate Went tin, and Frank Brookhauser, of the 
Inquirer. 

Besides his radio chores, Keen is 
writing a weekly review type ad 
‘for the Fox theatre. 


‘after establishing himself as a na- | 
tional mag writer. First of his efforts, | 
a humorous airshow, “It’s A Living,” 
has been recorded for audition by 
packager Jim Doane for the Foote, 
Cone & Belding agency. 





Yorkton, Sask,— CJIGX, Yorkton 
just celebrated its 20th anniversary. 
Station is owned and operated by 
the Yorkton Broadcasting Co. with 
Dawson Richardson, president, A. L. 
Garside, managing director, and Kv). 
_'Parton, local manager. 


Idea is based on odd-job charac- 
ter stories which Simon has had 
published over past couple of years 
in Collier's, American, This Week. 
Cosmopolitan and other mags. He is 
jalso readying two other shows. 
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RCA, NBC Push Promotion Campaign | 
For Tele Station Operation, Set Sales 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 
RCA-NBC sparked all-out promo- 
tion campaign for tele station op- 
eration and set sales—the first and 
only significant plug for video sked- 
ded for the NAB convention sessions 
—at an NBC affiliates’ meeting and 


demonstration, widely attended by 
other station men, last Saturday 
(33). 

Ballyhoo was timed to coincide 


demonstration of 
recorder” 


with first public 
RCA’s new “kinescope 
a specially-designed camera to pro- 
duce clear motion pix direct from 
the face of a tele picture tube. De- 
enabled NBC’s WNBT to tcle- 
cast pix of the Mineola, L. I. Fair 
last Saturday 20 minutes after shots 
were taken on the Island. 

All-out tele campaign was sparked 
by predictions from RCA’s David 
Sarnoff of at least 50 tele stations 
on the air in 1948, bringing shows 
to some 5,000,000 viewers. At least 
50,000,000 persons will be within 
range of tele service next year, Sar- 
nofft said. 

Big point in declarations by Sar- 


vice 


noff and NBC exec veepee Frank | 


,year-end 1948, with an average of 
seven viewers per set. 

The tele 
pend solely on radio, pix or the usual 
}sources of talent for video, Sarnoff 
claimed. RCA’s kinescope 
tors to build up inexpensive film 
transcription libraries should prove 


particularly helpful to pioneer tele | 


operators 


Here's the way the kinescope re- 


corder works 

Gadget is a 16m pix camera adapt- 
ed to record tele images from a 
spevial kinescope monitor tube 
Sound is recorded on a _ separate 


film. as in standard pix 
stacle in development of recorder 

which took 10 years—was fact that 
standard pix camera exposes 24 
frames a second, while the tele image 
has 30 frames a second. Camera 
shutter had to be adapted so that 
24 frames of film could be exposed 
while 30 frames of the tele image 
appeared on the kinescope monitor. 


Indiana Committee Nixes 
Censorship Move in Bill 





Mullen, who has been projected | 
into the helm of network tele op- 
erations, was that station men | 


shouldn’t hold back on tele plans te 
wait for network shows. Tele is no 


longer around the corner but right | 
in the living room, it was empha- | 
sized, adding that for their own pro- | 


tection broadcasters had better 
climb on the video bandwagon. 
About 750,000 sets will be in use by 








“HIRES TO YA‘” 
FOR THIRD YEAR 


ON CBS 








To Control Juve Programs 


Indianapolis, Sept. 12. 

. The bogey of censorship was be- 
lieved ensied here for the immediate 
future at least when the Indiana 
Legislative Advisory committee 
iturned town a proposal by State 
Rep. George B. Huff of Indianapolis 
|that it favor a bill controlling radio 
| programs considered detrimental to 
| juvenile listeners. 

“Such regulation leads inevitably 
to abuse, as those assigned such 
_authority go to extremes in endeav- 
cring to justify a political job.” the 
| Indianapolis Star commented edi- 
torially on the action. 
tive committee’s formal action 
|should close the recOérd on censor- 
|ship proposals in Indiana.” 
| The.committee, after a meeting in 
the office of Lieutenant-Governor 
James, issued a statement declaring: 
“The committee is not in favor of 
any type of censorship of radio pro- 
| grams by any agency, either state or 
| federal. but the committee feels that 
| the radio industry should take action 
to eliminate programs which are 
detrimental to the public interest.” 

James stated that any type of cen- 
|sorship is not a legislative problem 
|and said the committee’s action was 
the end of the Huff proposal 


broadcaster cannot de- | 


recorder | 
which will enable indie tele opera- | 


Major ob- | 


“The legisla- 


Who’s On First? 

Joe Moran, “the singing street 
cleaner” who guested last night 
(Tues.) on “We, the People” on 
CBS, visited Young & Rubicam 
last week to discuss the script 
with Joe Moran, the agency vice- 
prez. Approaching the recep- 
tion desk in the radio depart- 
ment, he asked to see Joe Moran, 

The receptionist followed rou- 
tine procedure and, not knowing 
the question was loaded, in- 
quired, “Who's calling, please?” 
the visitor 


| 


replied, “Joe Moran.” 

“No, no,” said the girl, politely, 
| “what’s YOUR name?” 

Joe Moran,’ answered the 
man, still straight-faced, and 
added helpfully, “I'm a brother 
of your Joe Moran.” 

The receptionist in an agency 

radio department has to deal 

| with some eccentric characters, 

so this gir] remained calm. “You 

mean,” she inquired steadily, 

| “that you’re brothers and you're 
| both named Joe Moran?” 

“Oh, sure,” the caller fe- 

marked, “there are seven of us 

| brothers—we'’re all named Joe 

Moran.” 

The girl merely blinked, 
nodded slightly, picked up her 
desk phone and asked for the 
vice-prez. “Mr. Moran is here 
to see Mr, Moran,” she said 
evenly. Then, after a_ slight 
pause, she hung up and ad- 
dressed the apparition, “You 
may go right in.” 


‘Levers Luxuria 


Buys Earl Carroll 
For Beauty Series 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


The most popular subject in the 
world for women—how to be beau- 
| tiful—will be expounded by one of 
| the foremost authorities on feminine 
charm, Earl Carroll, in a series to 
| be sponsored by Lever Bros. Luxuria 
|line of cosmetics. Series of half hour 
|shows goes to either ABC or Mutual 
| with Lever laying out $225,000 for 
| the first 13 weeks. 


| Not only will Carroll tell la femme 
| how ‘to doll up and get her man but 
i) he'll devise charts to help them get 
j} that way. Tied in will be a national 

beauty contest with each of the 48 

states to name a candidate for the 
\finals. Grand winner gets the A 
|treatment with all the Hollywood 
| trimmings. 


| Without a_ smile, 
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NOW 90,000 WATTS 


Chicago’s most 
powerful independent 
station... 





A MARSHALL FIELD STATION, 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY 
AVERY-RAGDEL. 


- 
Pledges; Vital to 
3 

Officials and executives of the 
Ameriean Federation of Radio Art- 
ists will sien pledges of non-Com- 
munist affiliation or sympathy, to 
be filled with the National Labor 
Relations Board, as required under 
the terms of the Taft-Hartley Law. 
They have been so advised by the 
union’s counsel, Henry Jaffe, even 
though there may be a question of 

the constitutionality involved. 
Under the Taft-Hartley statute the 
officials of any union uging NLRB 


ACs Future Up 
For AFRA Debate 


The continued existence of the 


bership of AFRA will be the chief 


issue at the meeting of the union’s 
N. Y. local tomorrow (Thurs.) night 
at the Capitol hotel, N. Y. A resolu- 
tion declaring that the AC activities 
“do not serve the best interests of 
AFRA” may be the storm center of 
the session. The resolution was sub- 
mitted by Betty Garde, Myron Mc- 
Cermick and Minerva Pious, 
are regarded as moderate liberals. 
The AC is generally viewed as con- 
servative. 

The AC jssue may come up before 
the Garde-McCormick-Pious resolu- 
tion is considered, however, as Clay- 
ton Collyer, local president, is ex- 
pected to defend it during his earlier 
“Remarks by the President” spot on 
the agenda. It’s expected that the 
AC forces will follow a carefully 
mapped plan at the meeting, since 
the group held another of its closed 
sessions last night (Tues.) to pre- 
pare its members to “to be partici- 
pants instead of just spectators” at 
tomorrow night's meeting. The 
closed AC confab was held at the 
Twelfth Night Chub, N. Y., where 
numerous huddles of the group have 
taken place in the past. 

Incidentally, the contention of 
various AC leaders that the group is 
not secret, but is open and above- 
board is refuted in the official min- 


| utes of the union’s recent national 


convention. As reported in Stand By, 
the official publication of the N. Y. 
local, Alan Bunce, one of the AC 
heads, asserted during a speech de- 
fending the organization, “nor do I 
apologize for all the efforts, cam- 
paigns, secret meetings that have 
gone on in New York for the past 
two or three years.” Also, although 
AC leaders claim the organization is 
now open to anyone, notice of meet- 
ings are still mailed to a carefully 
screened list. 


INTERMOUNTAIN INKS 
10 UTAH UNIV. GAMES 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 16. 


Tidewater Associated Oil Co. has 
signed with the Intermountain Net- 
work for sponsorship of the 10 Univ. 
of Utah football games to be carried 
over five Utah IMN stations, starting 
Sept. 27. KALL, Salt Lake: KLO, 
Ogden; KOVO, Provo; KVNU, 
Logan, and KOAL, Price, are the 
outlets to be used. 


May Wyman, KALL, sportscaster 
who handled the games for Tide- 
water last year over the same sta- 
tions, will do the play-by-play and 
commercials. Paul Coburn is slated 
to take care of color and com- 
mentary, while Dick Eskelson will 
spot and take care of statistics. 


Contract was inked by Lynn 
Meyer, sales manager of IMN, and 
Harold Deal of Tidewater. Tab runs 
about $7,000 for all 10 games, in- 
cluding time and talent. Inter- 
mountain grabbed the series against 
the bids of KSL and KUTA. 


Intermountain has also signed 
Chamberlain’s Lotion, through 
BBDO, for a spot campaign on all 17 
stations, starting Sept. 15. Other 
new business coming to the net in- 
cludes Sam Hayes’ Football Pre- 
views on nine Utah and Idaho sta- 
tions, for General Petroleum (Mobil- 
gas), to be aired Wednesdays at 8:45 
p.m., from Sept. 24 to Dec. 17: 
“Mystery of the Week” on KALL, 
for Dreit, across the board at 8:30 
p.m., starting Sept. 29, and Cactus 








Jim, western platter jockey, 10. 
minutes across the board on KALL, 
KLO, and KOVO, starting Sept. 15. | 


| Vick’s is sponsoring, with biz placed 


through Morse International. i 





jhave a claim 
| standing. 





Artists Committee within the mem- | , ig 
unions, affiliated with AFRA in the 


who | 





AFRA Officials Will Sin Non-Red 


Their NERB Clai 
services must file the non-Com. 
munist pledges. With several NLRB 
claims pending against local stations 
throughout -the country, AFRA fig- 
ures it’s necessary to file the state. 
ments, even though the requirement 
may ultimately be declared un. 
constitutional. 

In one case alone, against a station 
in Atlanta, the local AFRA members 
totalling $3,500 out- 
It’s pointed out that if 
the union were to fail to submit the 
non-Communist pledges, it could not 
use the NLRB power to enforce the 
claim 

It’s explained, further, that one of 
the reasons the NLRB action is 
usually effective in such cases is that 
station owners are reluctant to 
disobey NLRB rulings. lest such 
action be held against them in FCC 
license renewal hearings. 

It’s believed the other performer 


Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, will likewise abide by the 
non-Communist pledge regulation. 
In the case of Actors Equity, there 
is a move on foot in the council to 
go beyond the actual T-H require. 
ment by means of an amendment to 
the association’s constitution. 


WAAT 
New Jersey’s 
First Station 








welcomes 


N. A.B. 


to Atlantic City 
and suggests 
the delegates 


visit the... 


WA AT- 


NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHER’S 
FAXIMILE 


SERVICE 


Headquarters in 
Convention Hall 


@ FIRST IN AM 


FIRST IN COMMERCIAL 


FM 


e SOON FIRST IN 
TELEVISION 
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£ Takes Pleasure in Announcing the Exclusive Representation 


of 


Under the Creative Direction of 


Mark Warnow 


1940-1947 


JOHN CHARLES THOMAS WESTINGHOUSE PROGRAM 
HELEN HAYES THEATRE OF THE AIR | 
NORMAN CORWIN’S PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
_. MARCH OF TIME and WE THE PEOPLE “ae 
NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA STADIUM CONCERT sf’ «| 
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Johnny Olsen exits Chi and his “Ladies Be Seated” emcee chore 
Sept. 29 to resume his “Rumpus Room” airer on ABC from N. Y. Tom 
Moore gets the “Ladies” chore....Patsy Campbell into the “Big Sister 
cast...."Ivory Tower,” a comedy by Lawrence Bearson and George 
Wolf. the latter Foote, Cone & Belding’s flack chief, on the boards this 
week at the White Barn Theatre in Westport....Harry Rauch, Young & 
Rubicam’s radio flacker, pushes off for the Coast next Sunday (21) for 
a week's looksee at the GE “House Party” and other Y&R Coast prop- 
erties....ABC staffer Charles Powers now directing “Famous Jury 
Trials”....Basil Loughrane has submitted leads for the new “Sherlock 
Holmes” series to the agency. He'll direct....Joe Stein and Norman 
Barasch, writers for Henry Morgan, planing to the Coast tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

WCBS’ John Reed King has moved into a newly purchased 10-room 
home in Scarsdale. ...John (“Adventure Parade”) Griggs and writer 
Alan S. Rogers have put finishing touches on a new farce comedy air 
series entitled “Desmond Garrick & Co.” 


ceive a blue ribbon from Governor Driscoll as the “best quiz program 
on the air”’....Bill Griffis into the “Tennessee Jed” cast....Vic Damone 
and Irving Berlin to guestar on the “Tex and Jinx” show tonight 
(Wed.), with the former singing the latter’s new tune, “The Freedom 
Train.” on the air for the first time. Occasion is the start of a nation- 
wide tour by the Freedom Train bearing famous American documents. 4 

Don Dunphy, WINS sportscaster, named sports ed of “The Sign, 
national Catholic publication....Herman Chittison of CBS’ “Crime 
Photog” currently featured with his trio at the Piccadilly’s Circus Bar 
....Producer Walt Framer taking his CBS, “Strike It Rich” show to 
New Orleans next Monday (22) and to Louisville following week (29) 
....Those chain letters are going the rounds again. A current one nicks 
each receiver for two bucks. Scads of McCann-Erickson and Ayer 
agency radioites have fallen for it....ABCers busy denying Abbott & 
Costello co-op airer to be shelved six months owing to recurrence of 
Lou Costello’s rheumatic fever. Costello’s in a wheel chair as result 
of hurting his foot, say the web people; the show will go on, Oct. 1, 
as skedded....Allan Stevenson into a “Front Page Farrell” role....Ed 
Byron, producer of the new “Christopher Wells” series to be sponsored 


by DeSoto, will address the motor company’s dealer convention Oct. 9 
+ 





= ‘. 


| Phil Takes Up 











Continued from page 31 


the scene, Terry O’Sullivan shilling 
portable Philco wares, a novel touch, 
but which could have been better 
handled. 
‘Sorry’ Giveaway 
Further varying the fare with 
which it hopes to peddle its wares, 
Phileo introduced half-hour regular 
Saturday nighter, “You'll Be Sorry,” 
an audience participation-giveaway- 
; > WDSU broadcasts $000 watts | quiz show, presumably one of video’s 
a from the. French Quarter to | first that was also not one of the 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners. | 451, Alb on the comic bent, it was 
From daily association with time-honored | 9 1s 0 virtually carried by Beryl 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has Wallace, star of Earl Carroll’s, who 
a re = re 0 demonstrated herself to be some- 
DSU devotes program time regularly y ; “em d ist t 
and exclusively to the Sc. Louis Cathedral, thing of a showman an _mis ress 0 
the Interfiational House, Moisant Inter- | ceremonies. Generally, like the kind 
“national Airport, Tulane University, | of radio it carbons, it should appeal 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, | to those for whom Philco is reaching 
Symphonics and Operas. —and that ain’t the monied set that 
WDSU's dominate Hoop- | until now has done most of the re- 
erating proves that hon- | ceiver buying. 
oring local institutions | Visual immediacy lends consider- 
creates high listener) o116 sock to such a show, particu- 


\\\ loyalty. larly in the slapstick penalties given 






studio guest participants who fail to 
answer correctly. Each get a Philco 
product handout and a carton of 
ciggies, while a view’s prize is af- 
forded to the person who telephones 
the right guess as to what’s in a 
tabled carton following clues 
dropped by co-m.c. Terry O’Sullivan. 

Writing was obviously needed, 
questions being weak ones and m.c.’s 


ABC being not so hep themselves on right 
Affiliate | answers. In several instances Miss 


NEW 
ORLEANS 


5000 Wallace’s quick wit and physical zip 
1280 ke Wate boosted where-producer J. Clinton 
Stanley (for Finley, Inc.) failed to 
smooth before. 





JOHN BLAIR & CO., Representative 
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ON TARGET 


Good timing is as essential in selling 
as in polo. Weed’s nationwide organi- 


zation is fully aware of the importance 
of proper timing in all elements that 
influence the buying of radio time. 






Convention Address — 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Atlontic City 


ED 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
NEN QS BOSTON - CHICAGO - DETROIT - SAN FRANCISCO - ALTANTA> HOLLYWOOD 


..Mutual’s “20 Questions” | 
shifts over to Trenton for a one-night stand next Saturday (20) to re-| 


in Detroit, with Arthur Pryor and Wickcliffe Crider, Jr., also slated 
to speak. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


After weeks of deliberation, Mann Holiner finally came up with Car- 
men Dragon as his choice for the batoneering on the new Old Gold 
series, teeing up Sept. 24....There will be no shuffling of personnel or 
selection of a Hollywood headman at Young & Rubicam until Sig Lar- 
mon gets to town. Meanwhile, Pat Weaver is casing the operation and 
getting his recommendations in order for Larmon to pass on. There's 
some talk that an outsider will be brought in to head up this end.... 





Theatre from Hollywood... Don Lee sold its “California Tales” to an 
auto dealer on a hookup of 20 stations....Fax Cone around with _his 
|family on strict sabbatical and no talkee business, so they say... .Joy 
| Hodges in town to join her husband, Paul Dudley, and perhaps to get 
| back into radio. 

Up to this writing Jerry Colonna has not re-signed with Bob Hope, 
yet all the publicity put out for the show carries his name....KNX 
moved nine shows out to United-Rexall world headquarters to help 
its client celebrate the formal opening with a week of festivities.... 


told to put him on the Tony Martin show as a regular. Comic has 
switched reps from Frank Cooper, who brought him out of Canada, to 
Jimmy Saphier....Despite heavy romancing from another percentery, 
Sweeney and March have re-signed with William Morris....Adrian 


| mentary five times a week for P & G's Dreft....Medico has okayed 
Larry Berns’ return to the CBS creative production staff....ABC’s sales 
chief here, Frank Samuels, herded 30 agency toppers into a private 
dining room and told them all there is to know about the net’s Coast 
operation and progress....KNX will feed 91 quarter hours to the net- 
work this season as against 68% last year. 

Charles Bickford cut a record of a crime series that plays up the 
handling of the problem rather than dramatizing the commission.... 
Fitch will give away everything but a kitchen sink in one of those 
“Why-I-Like” contests. Likely that it’s the mail pull they’re after, 
the Hooperating in that lush spot not being tangible proof of anything 
....James Staples, who used to have his own agency, joined Nate ,Tufts 
at W. Earl Bothwell’s....Dinah Shore and Buddy Clark signed for the 


drop off the Jack Paar show and instrumental groups will be used only 
on occasion....Dick Dorso around to keep Alfred Hitchcock alerted to 
the record he'll cut on a dramatic series to be directed by Mr. Suspense. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


increased another half hour, extending air hours to a total of two, Tues- 
day through Saturday....Skip Farrell returned to the “Manor House 
Party” Monday (15) after a six-week vacation at his country home.... 
Richard Munro, former Met bass baritone, chosen winner of the Chi seg- 
ment of, “The Big Steak”....Col. Robert McCormick will be principal 
speaker at a Constitution Day lunch, Sept. 17. His talk will be carried by 
WGN....Keeley Brewing Company will drop regular Wednesday night cov- 
erage of the wrestling matches Sept. 17, in favor of telecasting the 
Bears-Redskins game. Frank»Sweeney will call the game....Raymond 
Morgan of Hollywood in for sessions with Mutual’s brass hats. 

Erwin Victor has left WJJD staff in favor of freelance announcing 
and disk jockey shows. Victor’s new schedule includes shots on WGN 
and WCFL for Evans Fur, and on WIND for Gibby’s....Norm LeVally 
and Jim Cominos leave for the Coast this week for consultations on “The 
Whistler”....Connie Rivard will join the ABC publicity staffe...When 
Don McNeill vacations for three days beginning Sept. 22, Allen Prescott 
will keep things moving on the “Breakfast Club”....Bill Dooley became 
a member of the WIND sales staff this week....Frank Chizzini, mana- 
ger of NBC Chi radio recording division, will join the. New York sales 
department. Scott E. Keck has succeeded Chizzini....Norman Kraeft, 
WENR, returned to the air Sunday (14) with his “First with the Best” 
jockey show....Curley Bradley, who portrays Tom Mix, is recording 
interviews at Children’s Memorial Hospital for broadcast during “Tom 
Mix Safety Week,” Sept. 22-26....“Club Time” over ABC has been 
renewed for another 13 weeks by Club Aluminum Products of Chi. 

Fred Strayer, Zenith district manager, back from distributors meet 
in Cloudcroft, N. M., where he discussed the ¥M outlook...Norman 
Felton, producer-director at NBC, is vacationing....Elizabeth Hart and 
husband, Louis Roen, vacationing in New England. All their shows 
have been transcribed for use during September holiday....Jim Conway 
took his “Shopping with the Missus” to Hammond, Ind., Sept. 11.... 
Myron Barg, son of Erwin Barg, Robbin’s Music contact man, now with 
station WJBC, Bloomington, Ill.....Virginia O’Brien presented a $500 
bond to the winner of the “Stars of Tomorrow” show over WGN, Sept. 14. 
Prize brings total of bond presentations in the past seven years, up to 
$16,000....Geraldine Kay has joined the “Terry and the Pirates” show 
cast....R. C. (Craig) Claiborne has been named assistant to Ell Henry, 
ABC press department. 

Holleb & Co. have skedded 122 spots on the four “B” stations in town, 
through Kuttner and Kuttner, eelebrating their anniversary. Food dis- 
tributors have also placed advertising with newspapers and outdoor 
space, marking Holleb’s first entry into the media... Edith Gidlof, of 
“Call Me Mister,” guested on “Teens and Tunes Club” Saturday (13).... 
Dave Garroway emcees the first “celebrity night” series set to be held 
at the Club Silhouette, during the Sarah Vaughan engagement....Harold 
Russell was given .a special audition by WGN as a news reporter, dur- 
ing the “Jay Walker” program. 





ry 
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Last Monday’s broadcast of “Seventh Veil” was the 500th for Lux Radio | 


Texaco liked Alan Young so well in his guestings that Myron Kirk was | 


Samish hot on the trail of Bob Burns to do a Will Rogers type of com- | 


first two guestings on the Old Gold program....Page-Cavanaugh Trio | 


The “11:60 Club” with Dave Garrowway spinning the disks, has been | 


WNEW Sets Exchange 
With N. Y. World-Telly: 
Has Four Paper Deals 


WNEW, N.Y., has made a tiein 
with the N.Y. World-Telegram on a 
radio program, this making the 
| fourth metropolitan newspaper with 
|which the indie station has ex. 
changes. Others are News, Journal- 
American and PM, giving WNEW 
more local newspaper hookups than 
any other New York station. 

The W-T has a page called “Teen. 
Talk” three times a week. WNEW 
is building a show called “Teen 
| Time,” with Roy Ross’ orchestra and 
}singer Russ Emery. Ballots will be 
printed in the W-T, and teenagers 
will pick their favorite song, record, 
orchestras, ete. with the station 
| bringing favorite choices to life on 
the air. Program will preem Satur. 
iday (20) at 5 p.m. 
| Station has also made a deal with 
| Douglas Leigh to advertise its pro- 
grams on the moving-letters-story 
blimp above New York. Airship will 
plug WNEW shows in letters 27 feet 
j high, every night for three months, 
jin first such venture for a radio 
| station. Deal was set by station’g 
{promotion manager, John Sullivan, 
| Blimp broke in the idea with an ap- 
pearance over Atlantic City for the 
NAB convention Monday and yes- 
terday (Tues.). 


CHARGE AYER, REXALL 
WITH $200,000 LIFT 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Plagiarism suit for $200,000 was 
filed last week in Superior Court 
by Jack Rourke Productions against 
N. W. Ayer agency and United-Rex- 
all drug chain. Rourke’s complaint 
charges that his show, “Christopher 
Strong, Corner Druggist,” had been 
presented to both the agency and 
client and later his idea assertedly 
was incorporated into the Rexall 
Summer show, which stars Pat 
O’Brien and Lynn Bari. 

Premise of the piece is a small 
town drug store with O’Brien as the 
apothecary. 











Tucson — Former film actor and 
writer Frank L. Orth has been 
named production director of the 
Sun Country Broadcasting Company 
of Arizona. Orth will be heard on 
KPSC and KPSC-FM in Phoenix, 
KTSC and KTSC-FM, Tucson, KYSC 
Yuma and the network’s proposed 
station in Flagstaff. 























ABC SELLS LOMBARDO, 
‘LAND’ TO NAT'L, BOSCO 


While network brass was away 
NAB-conventioning this week, ABC's 
sales crew rang the billings cash 
register twice. ; 

Bosco Co., which makes a choco- 


late milk concentrate, bought “Land 
of the Lost,” a children’s fantasy, for 
the Saturday morning 11:30-12 spot. 
Deal, via McCann-Erickson agency, 
puts the stanza on 38 stations in the 
ABC basic, mountain and coast hook- 
ups, starting Oct. 11. “Land,” owned 
by Isabel Manning Hewson, who also 
has a role in the show, has been a 
Sustainer on both ABC and Mutual 
in recent years. 

“Piano Playhouse,” now in the 
Saturday 11:30 spot, may go off or 
may replace “Junior Junction,” 
which currently precedes it. r 

First National Food Stores, via 
John Dowd agency, Boston, picked 
up the tab on a Guy Lombardo plat- 
ter show, packaged by Frederic Ziv, 
for airings Thursdays 9:30-10 p. m. 


YOU TG THEIR 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
366 MADISON AVE. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone MU 2-8755-56 


on a dozen New England _ stations 
now carrying the Dr. Pepper “Darts 
for Dough” stanza which occupies 
this time slot. Lombardo airer tees 
off Oct. 2. 











ONE OF THE OLDEST STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES INVITES 


DURING N.A.B. CONVENTION 


Hotel AMBASSADOR 


Rooms 1046-7-8, Atlantic City 


FOR SALES, SERVICE AND QUICK 


RESULTS (7. t, A 


Offices in all principal Advertising Cities 


JOSEPH HERSHEY MCILLVRA— 
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: S 7 Riggs Finds Tough Going How Hooper Rates ’Em Chi R . ° al 
j : (Sept. 15) Sees a ei a] 
FM ers opo Getting Together to Gah | Walter Winchell........... 11.3 ’ ia 
Continued from page 29 With Pj 2 Mr. District Attorney...... 10.9 ’ t aq 
; Ra Radio Theatre. .........+0.. 10.7 oe | 
parently were te weukd I tt dio Group Charlie McCarthy.......... 10.4 ternoon OWS S S a rs 4 
through _S agreement with the Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. Your Hit Parade.......... . 98 ° ay 
ach & WO ‘ Apparently Tom ; Break the Bank........... . 9.7 
AFM cies. e+ mre seed hase’ panies A go aga ~™ Judy Canova:............. » 9.5 e ga ge Niagy Ma | 
House labor and e Petrillo’s activ-|home here, and the Pittsburgh Ra- Take It or Leave It........ 9.5 B Observers here of the network iv 
mittee EA pi eed Friday |@io and Television Club just aren't | Suspense ..............44, . 9.0 u y ogers yes Ether, baer > Loge Aye nvnang ie 
ities, told the ; destined to get together. Gr NED. nd Cee Cees + 8e ° jon the an afternoon : 
inat he had suggested to Petrillo that | ree are guest appeseanee | ‘This Is Your FBI... 1. : 88 Skeds Variety Format ‘cheau's 28 prcbably Presaging for 
the union ag bee’ aa one or two|0M July 29 at one of its regular | Man. Merry-Go-Round..... 8.6 Hollywood, Sept. 16 tains ix suisse Gah the bosltees 
bation Philip Marlowe........... Z TW ’ . ‘ siness 
< ea (amen ands few hours before] philip Mariowes vv" 4 | Continue pitches for hin gueting [tas en. NBC sold phalany of 
“J don’t see ig hin gr Be |auto smashup that sent him to the | Fred Waring.............. . 84 |on air shows has given Charles iar + agp —— bag ot nes 
ir feet on ee nae gion Be i (“Buddy”) Rogers the broadcast ‘ irst time find itse 
ge iieation,” Kearns declared. BS. pet 80 httneooe™ bug. Former rin anhed ssaauais faced with a strong challenge from 
‘ hat help for awhile. I tol is : : . . ‘ 9 is whipping his ; rariety ve. | se back-to-back alignments of audi- 
nee ilo, "You've got to help get this} Then Riggs was re-slated by the WOW SETS RAINDROPS “ ae Rapes Mi | ence participation shows on CBS 


| hie , ras : 
_— 3 1icle and expects to cut an audition 
industry going.’ And he said, ‘I want | Radio and Television gang for its 

jnc ; 


, :' : | é 9| disk this week. Mal Boyd is packag- | 8294 ABC. 
FM to grow. I think it has a great bwe Keystone meeting last Tuesday | AS SEQUEL T0 MUDDY ling and Ray Buffum sind, es NBC's runoff of matinee serials 


I expect between 900 and He turned up and was just | will have challenging it, on one side 





aoe aniclene to be employed in |#bout to acknowledge introduction of iain Omaha, Sept. 16. | Fas Sa be, according to in- | Columbia’s two hour (3 to 5 p.m.) 
ay -. maybe we can make a deal. | Si Steinhauser, Press Radio editor. WOW’s newest public service fea- | ip ora,  Saahsoned after though not | of audience participationers and, on 
FM.’ So a Petrillo wants to do when terrific blast was heard near- | ‘U%e 15 a sequel to the station’s Pea- | carboning the ether efforts of the | the other side, ABC’s one hour (2:30- 
I > Segoe for oem people. I told by. It was the excursion steamer | body-winning “Operation Big Mud- | late Majo1 Bowes, there being a | 3:30 p.m.) combination of “Bride 
wars eo him to meet with a| Jsland Queen blowing up on the |dy.” The new series, “Regimented | @/ent run-off plan similar to Bowes’ | and Groom” and “Ladies Be Seated.” 
him I ey wa the FMA.” |river just a block away. Everyvody, | ®@indrops,” consists of 24 radio show but not necessarily “amateur.” | The CBS setup consists of “Double 
a oe aanemiile te oath & including Riggs, left their tables and | broadcasts with Mal Hansen, WOW Fe ee ee SE ee |}or Nothing” (Campbell Soup), “GE 

ie K arns continued, and it made a dash for the wharf to have | Farm Service Director, a 50-minute Loui ; | Hotse Party,” “Hint Hunt’ (Arm- 
a2 a for FMA to name a /|# looksee. sound color film and a 3,500 word oulse Massey’s 95 Outlets }our) and “Winner Take All.” 
remained only | Now Rig has ; ; booklet on soil conservation, water Chicago, Sept. 16. | . 
delegation. Ow =Niggs has been scheduled | ang flood control power develop-| Major : 

aturday, following close of the} again for this afternoon (Tues.), and | ment : 1 SR Tea ; a aor open-end placement has BRENNER’S N. Y. CHORE 

"¢ onfab, Everett L. Dillard club is keeping its collective fingers | and recreation in the Midwest. | been worked out on “Louise Massey Paul Brenner, WAAT, Newark 
a FMA prexy, appointed a five- |crossed. So is Riggs himself. The broadcasts were used on Mal | and the Westerners” between Gibson | disk jockey on “Requestfully Yours” 





Pet Nene we |Hansen’s “Farm Service Reporter” | Refrigerator Co. and Morton Radio 


: |program, 6:30 to 7 a.m., and then| Productions, producer of the series 
: / llen- ‘ = ° : Pp : ; ’ : series. 
himself, Ray Kohn, KFMZ, All Seattle—Doug Billmeyer, formerly | made into a series of half-hour pro-|At Gibson's recommendation _ its 


ait ie — —— ond Bh ge ocag edt teed KEX, Port- | grams that were aired at 7 p.m. to dealers in 95 markets will spot the 
Broadcasting rp., 4 >| land, has joinec MO here in the | catch =z ented see diate . a ae : , : 
J. N. (Bill) Bailey, exec director of | takes over the job at KEX. [ment the film. eee ae jana wi 1 be held at Manhattan Cen- 
FMA. Committee is expected to | ‘ . inute recording. lter, N.Y., Sept, 21. 

meet Petrillo in Kearns’ office in | — soiaansnenta 

Washington inside a month. 

(Word reached the FMA meeting 
Friday that Petrillo, who met with 
brass of the four AM networks in 
Chicago last Monday (8) on the 
duplication question and afterward 
announced, he'd make known his 
decision Thursday (11), had decided 
to put off disclosing his intentions 
for at least another week. The move 
was quickly interpreted in FMA 
circles as hinting that Petrillo pre- 
ferred to see what transpired both 
at FMA and at the NAB convention 
this week before making up his mind 
on duplication. ) 

Apparently satisfied that they had 
no great worry on the Petrillo score 


—Kearns having indicated that, in Hy DAY 
Petrillo might trim pay scales con- 


addition to permitting duplication, 
siderably to help get FM going— 
the FMers felt their most serious ": $ h h 
concern was the possibility, if not wit t ERE 
probability, that the networks them- d 
selves would stymie duplication by 
forbidding affiliates to do it. A 10- 
broadcaster resolutions committee 
headed by Ray Kohn, put the call 8 ee 
for an FCC hearing No. 1 on a list i wi 8 
of 10 proposed resolutions. ee : me PREBLE 
FMA delegates, representing about 


180 of the more than 200 FM sta- a 

tions or licensees now members of ii p 

the eight-month-old association, i, 

crammed their two-day agenda full ; ae " 

of shoptalk, guest speeches, award ee AS AY JOCKEYS ‘ - 
ceremonies, exhibits, demonstra- Bis .F * i 
tions, and down-to-business sessions. - , BEA WAIN & ANDRE BARUCH Mr. & Mrs. Music 


In addition to the duplication th 12 Noon-2 pm 5:30-6:30 pm Monday through Saturday 
resolution, they unanimously passed ed 4 9 am-I2 Noon Sunday 
“York's | 


measures asking: (1) that the FCC 
THE TOMMY DORSEY SHOW 


assign the 44-50’ me band for wide- 
10-I!am 7-8 pm Monday through Saturday 


| twice daily program, will be m.c. at 
first annual dance of Retail Record 
Dealers Assn. of N.Y. 

Dance and entertainment will be 


man negotiating group, including 


















area relay purposes only; (2) that 
manufacturers and broadcasters urge 
set dealers to install FM antennas 
for all receiver buyers because “the 
FM signal is tremendously improved 
by the installation of an FM antenna 
and the true quality of FM may be 
lost in some cases . . . especially dur- 


few participations are still available in these 
utstanding platter sessions. You'll be selling 


ing the period of low-power interim ‘i * - _ j i Rr 

ye ge (3) that manufacturers BI fj t EST toe het 4 YO ig Pasting Mem “tt TWA, 
evote more production to low- em el, Fiel'S Beer, National onoes, Lame 

priced FM receivers; (4) that the Cigar 

FCC amend its Standards of Good : Cigarettes, Robert Hall Clothes, Oldsmobile and others. 
Ngineering Practice to afford spe- RECOR p f ? - 

a ee ae en Oe They've acted fast. How about you? 


For details: WMCA Sales or Free & Peters. 


BSADIO BUY IN NEW YORK... mca . 2 


570...FiRST ON YOUR DIAL 


in Area 2 to the 50 UV/M contour. 
FCC Vice Chairman Paul A. 
Walker, in a broadcast speech (via 
Continental Network) before the 
FMA banquet Friday night, won the 
FMers hearty applause with “a word 
of advice to the general public... 
See that your next radio has FM 
FCC Commissioner Clifford J. 
Durr was on hand for many of the 
FMA sessions, and took a bow at the 
Friday luncheon, but was not on the 
agenda and made no talk. 
Unquestionably the happiest man 
Present was Maj. Edwin H. Arm- 
strong, inventor of FM, who at last 
bes, seeing his dreams for the medi- 
mM Coming true, Speaking from the 
tale banquet Friday night over the 
wih oon Network, the major said 
ve obvious deep satisfaction: “The 
18 Struggle is practically over .. 
othing can stop FM now.” 











a nent Battleford, Sask. — New 
“wscaster at CJNB here is Al 
res al formerly of CFQC, Saska- : ; ‘ 
On, and CKCK, Regina. # 
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FCC Indpls. Decision Warnmg That 
Buyers Can't Duck Competitive Bids 


Washington, Sept. 16 
The FCC made it crystal clear last | 


said it would ask for argument on 
the ground that Radio Indianapolis, 


pager nie , rg d by non-resident 
iday (12) that radio station buyers |Inc., was forme : 
ed peg duck the AVCO procedure | Stephen H. Cisler, who prior to 1941 


calling for competitive bidding 0n | 


all stations up for sale by arranging | 
barter deals, stock swaps or any-)| 


i -ans- | Which appears to have been relin- | 
se that could not be trans- | whic pp | 
tte fr | quished.” He now has a piece of 


lated into cold cash. 
Commission issued the warning In 

a proposed decision preferring Radio 

Indianapolis, Inc., over Evansville on 


the Air. Inc., as buyer of FM station 
WBBW and AM permit WABW, In- 
dianapolis 

Evansville on the Air, Inc., had 
made the original sales contract with 
Associated Broadcasters, Inc., li- 
censee of the two Indianapolis sta- 
tions Deal called for no cash but 
Associated would get its payment in 
stock in Curtis Radiocasting Corp., 


parent company of Evansville on the 
Alt 

Evansville on the Air already 
owns two standard broadcast and | 
one FM station in Indiana and has 
an AM and FM authorization in 
Fast St. Louis, fll. Therefore, Asso- 
ciated would have shared in profits 
of any of these stations, including its 
own under the new management. In | 
addition, Associated would have been 
given a representative on the Curtis 
Radiocasting Board of Directors. 

Deal appeared fireproof as far as | 
competitive bidding was concerned, | 
but Radio Indianapolis, Inc., formed 
at the instance of longtime radio man 
Stephen Cisler, operator of WKYW, 
Louisville, challenged the Evansville 
bid. When stock shares in Evansville 
deal were totaled to $27,810, Radio | 
Indiarapolis, Inc., entered a compéet- | 
ing bid in this amount. Company | 
also said it would negotiate on a 
stock trade similar to that made 
with Evansville on the Air. 

The Commission concluded that 
the second bid met the terms of the 
first and that it was in the public 
interest to “encourage open competi- 
tion among qualified persons desiring | 
to operate radio facilities.” 

More Representative Officers 

In preferring Radio Indianapolis, 


| Radio 
| Radio Kentucky, Louisville; and Ra- 


“had been associated with nine dif- 
ferent’ radio stations and held a 
financial interest in several of them 


Virginia, Inc., Richmond; 
dio Springfield, Springfield. He will 
continue to operate WKYW, Louls- 
ville. 


Gilbert's Cactus 


Spot Worth 506 


Phoenix, Sept. 16. 


When Dick Gilbert tees off his | 


new disk jockey shows Sunday (21) 
on KRUX, in nearby Glendale, he'll 


| be operating under a deal unique 


in the annals of Arizona radio. Gil- 
bert’s two-year pact with KRUX 
gives him the right to refuse any 


commercial accounts, and precludes | 
double-spotting, transcriptions, and | 


spot announcements running more 
than 30 seconds. 


Gilbert will be aired three hours | 


a day, Sunday through Thursday, 
under setup similar to stint he held 
down for four years on WHN, New 
York. The Dick Gilbert Latin- 
American Hour will be aired from 
5-6 p.m., followed by the Dick Gil- 
bert Show, broadcast from 8-10 p.m. 

Estimated that annual yield for 


| Gilbert may hit upwards of $50,000, 


a new high for platter-spinners in 
these parts. 

Working as engineer with Gilbert 
will be Leon Wortman, who handled 
controls for record spinner during 
his WHN, N.Y.,tenure. Wortman quit 
WSYR, Syracuse, today (16) to work 
as assistant chief engineer of 
KRUX. Gilbert planed into New 
York last week to make series of 





Inc., FCC declared that its “officers, | 


directors and stockholders are more 
representative of the community to 
be served,” adding that “the con- 
trolling stock of this corporation is 
held by local citizens. .. .” Commis- 
sion said the decision is also in line 
with its policy of preferring ap- 
plications which would result in 
“greater diversification of radio own- 
ership and encouragement of new- 
comers in the radio field.” Radio In- 
dianapolis, Inc., unlike Evansville, 
holds no other radio permits. 
Meanwhile, the losing company 
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recordings, attend NAB convention, 
land pick up Wortman. They'll fly 
| back to Arizona Friday (19). 

Away from the mike for 20 
months, ‘Gilbert has done no broad- 
casting since leaving WHN. For the 
past year he’s been program director 
of KPSC here, leaving Aug. 31 at 
expiration of his contract, to return 
to active radio. KPSC was expected 
to hit the air in 1946 but hasn’t 
started yet and may not get under 
way for some time to come. 





Mutual Folds Pitt Tent, 
Bachman Staying Put 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 


Another ‘network, Mutual this 
time, is folding up its local office. 
| ABC did the same thing less than a 
| year ago, finding the operation of a 
| branch at this end unprofitable. 


Dick Bachman, who's been in 
| charge locally for the Mutual web, 
, was offered a spot in New York 
| headquarters but has turned it down, 
| preferring to remain here. Former 
| KDKA salesman, before going with 
| Mutual, he expects to hook up with 
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For further information wire, phone or write — 
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NAB’s Road Map 


Continued from page 27 [aaa 


NAB to back down from original in- 
tention of equalizing plug time for 
day and. night shows. Under urging 
from ANA and the AAAA, NAB 





auds are less critical and do less 
concentrated listening than night- 
| time listeners. 

| As code now reads, present prac- 


in any basic 15-minute show is 
shaved to top of 2:40—or a drop of 
| 35 seconds in each daylight quarter- 
hour segment. Nighttime sponsors 
can squeeze no more than 242 min- 
utes plug for any one sponsor in 
same period. Middle commercials 
are out on under 15-minute shows 


| and double spotting. 


Actual impact of code on commer- 
ial volume, according to NAB code 


Swezey, ranges from 5% to 20% 
drop for normal network opera- 
tions—a much greater drop on indie 
outlets. Code could have effect of 
slicing plugs from 50 to 60% on par- 
ticipating shows, as NAB program 
committee chairman Merle Jones, of 
WCCO, Minneapolis, sees it. 

Here are important changes con- 
| templated in NAB’s self-styled “Road 
Map to Good Radio”: 

Controversial programs: Storm 
signal to free speechers is new code 


any political issues or controversial 
program material. 
Who Decides What? 

Big question here is who decides 
what is controversial and what ef- 
fect would the proviso have on‘series 
like that put on by the AFL enter- 
tainment unions in opposition to the 
Taft-Hartley Bill. 

News: New code provision requir- 
ing “News commentary analysis 
should be clearly identified as such” 
is plainly concession to sentiment on 
Capitol Hill as seen in last two radio 
bills introduced there. It also fol- 
lows NBC, CBS philosophy on news 
stints. 

Another innovation is .code re- 
quirement, that newscasters, analysts 
and commentators be members of 
the broadcaster’s staff or directly re- 
sponsible to him for the content, 
format and presentation of their 
news commentary or analysis. This 
may get some kickback, too. 

Sports: NAB’s original code pro- 
vision to forbid broadcast of odds or 
prices paid at the track in race 
shows has been tempered to provide 
for “no regular or recurrent broad- 
casting of information relating’ to 
prevailing odds on any sports event, 
the effect of which could be expected 
to encourage gambling.” This puts 
burden of proof on complainants, not 
on broadcasters. 


Miller Calls 


Continued from page 27 









morrow (17). and forwarded to the 
house and senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committees next month. In- 
dustry observance of a strong new 
code, he said, will strengthen radio’s 
hand in fighting Government con- 
trols. 
No Name-Calling 

Miller’s fighting mood, however, 
did not result in name-calling with 
the FCC. He pointed to “improved 
NAB relations with FCC during the 
year,” adding that “the enthusiastic 
young men in the lower echelons 
have much less voice in policy de- 
terminations than they once had.” 


He urged broadcasters to partici- 
pate actively in conferences on in- 
ternational broadcasting, declaring 
“the future of free broadcasting in 
this country is largely dependent on 
what happens during the next few 
years at the international level.” The 
NAB prexy said he saw no reason 
why Government should ‘not sub- 
sidize shortwave operatien by pri- 
vate licensees, but rapped moves to 
| extend Government control in this 
field. He deplored U. S. broad- 
casters’ apparent unconcern for de- 
velopments now taking place at the 
international radio conference here. 

As means of implementing NAB’s 
pitch for new radio legislation and 
providing service to AM, FM and 
tele broadcasters, the NAB héad 


made «4 
mMacdc 


a strong piea for more funds 














gives the edge once more to daytime | 
sponsors on premise that housewife | 


tice of allowing 3:15 minutes’ plug | 


along with hitchhikers, cowcatchers | 


‘ommittee and Mutual v.p. Bob) 


provision—incorporated from _ net | 
credos—banning dramatization of | 





| With bigtime comedy shows re- 
|turning to the fall air, several in- 
| teresting developments may be evi- 
| dent, according to Ernest M. Walker, 

comedy show analyst doing research 

parttime for CBS.- There is a lot 

more interest in realistic comedy 
|than in farce comedy, among the 
‘trade as well as among audiences, 
|for one thing. There is a tendency 
|towards realism in comedy shows, 
|says Walker, and it’s a_ healthy 
| trend. 

Another healthy trend, he_ says, 
analyzing closing shows of last sea- 
son, is in the tendency to get a little 
more whimsy into programs. On the 
other hand, Walker feels, there are a 
number of shows which tried to get 


away from a routine format by | 


bringing in a series of unrelated vig- 
nettes—and the records indicate this 
|} is unsound. 
| Such shows as the Henry Morgan, 
| Jack Paar, Robert Q. Lewis pro- 
grams, bringing in scattered vig- 
jnettes, are not basically sound com- 
edy, according to Walker, because 
the device doesn’t bring any per- 
manent characters on a show. Per- 
manent characters, as the Benny- 
Allen-Hope programs have proven, 
are the big draw. Characters in vig- 
nettes are functional; they do a job 
j}and go out. They lose the pulling 
power of permanent characters, ac- 
cording to Walker. They make dif- 
ficult listening—there is little rela- 
tion between vignette and overall 
picture. 

Despite the fact that in an Allen 
show there is a guest star, and a 
different problem each week for the 


and the show has a tying thread 
frunning all through it. 


nettes don’t give a comedian as 
much chance to establish a _ per- 
manent characterization for himself 
—by what he says, and does, and by 
what people say of him (as repeated 
reference to Benny as stingy). 
Statistics 

Walker draws his conclusions from 
the 1,500 comedy programs he has 
charted and studied in the last 18 
months. Of the bigtimers, he says 
that Benny intuitively senses closest 
what the listener wants and how 
often the laughs should come. His 
timing is typical of what the listener 
wants. Benny’s ratio of permanent 
(personality) characters (as against 
the functional) is highest. It’s these 
personality characters who hold the 
listeners, 


CBS put Walker to work a couple 
of months ago on analysis of its net- 
built Sweeney and March show. The 


Alley to discuss, the Alley and per- | 
manent characters remain the same, | 


Furthermore, says Walker, vig- | 


Sees Trend to Realistic Comedy, 


Permanent Characters, Not Farce 


that the audience couldn't hear them 
all—Walker straightened out the 
timing, bringing the laughs down to 
an average of 85/90 a show, 

Where a year ago the average 
length of laughs on the show was 24 
seconds, the recent average has been 
3.1. Where the average volume of 
laughs in a program was 65.6%, it's 
lately been 78.8%. 


ABC Ceding Its Share Of 
Profits in McNeill Book 
But Holds Paper Right 








Chicago, Sept. 16 
After discussions with the lawyer 
for the “Breakfast Club’s” m.c., ABC 
network has ceded practically all of 


| its participation in the proceeds 
from Don McNeill’s annual fan 
book. The network, however, as 
owner of “Breakfast Club,” is re- 
taining its co-propriety interest in 
the book, at least on paper. The net- 
work has been sharing in the profits 
of the books since they started to 
come out eight years ago, the money 
| originally going to NBC, of which 
ABC, then known as the Blue, was 
a twin link. 

The books since 1939 have sold 
| over 250,000 copies at $1, via the 
mails and attended by plugging on 
| the show. McNeill’s ’47 edition, deal- 
ing with an imaginary family at- 
tending the broadcast for the first 
time, comes out next month, and will 
be limited to 100,000 copies. 

Under the original deal, which 
| was made through the whilom NBC 
Artists Service, the network shared 
50-5@ in the profits with McNeill, 
This cut was later reduced to 20% 
|as far as the network was concerned, 





‘Jap Minister Denies 
| Radio State Control 


Tokyo, Sept. 9. 

Takeo Miki, Communications Min- 
| ister, this week squashed rumors 
that the Jap government was ready 
to place the nation’s radio broadcast- 
ing enterprise under state control. 

Speaking after a hurried huddle 
with Foreign Minister Tatsuo Morito 
and Bconomic Stabilization Board 
Chief Hiroo Wada, Miki reported 
that the state control or corporation 
formula would never suit the new 
broadcasting enterprise. 
He added his belief that the new 
Organ should be made a jurisdic- 
tional person, with its management 
and supervision conducted by a 
committee chosen at the polls, 








series wasn't selling its gag lines like 
other programs, said Walker. Study- | 
ing past programs, he noticed several | 
points warranting changing. Show, | 
for one thing, was using a lot of 
thick dialects. Dialect ccmedians in 
front -of a studio audience may be 
visually funny but not to home lis- 
teners. By cleaning up the copy, 
taking out the dialect stuff, the show 
was made more listenable. 


The show, furthermore, had no 
strong characterizations, clearly de- 
fined and well developed. These 
were added. Show also needed per- 
manent stooges, to complement the 
principals. Instead of loading 108 to 
115 gag lines to a program—so fast ' 








VIOLINIST 


Available for Dance, Sym- 
phony, Radio, Recording, 
Show Orchestras — 10 
Years' Show Business Ex- 
perience. 


DAVE HYDER 


Call AT 9-9715 or Write 
111 Tudor Place, Bronx 52, N. Y. 
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|for his organization. With these 
funds, he promised that NAB would | 
become an all-embracing association 


and “the rash of competing associa- | 
tions, which make for disunity and | 
division ef interest,” will disappear. | 


Represented nationally 
by EDWARD PETRY & CO. ry! 
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Japs Plan Nationalizing Radio 
To Operate Along BBC Lines 


Tokyo, Sept. 9. 





Japan is planning to nationalize | 


$ io monopoly and to operate it 
Pet the lines of BBC. The Cabinet 
has a bill ready for the next session 
of the Nip Diet which would have 
Broadcasting Corp. of Japan oper- 
ated by a seven-member committee 
who would be appointed by the 
Prime Minister. 

The question has been 
whether to permit monopoly to rule 
the airwaves, (b) whether to set up 
competitive services operated pri- 
vately; or whether to have the 
government take over. 

The feeling in government circles 
is that radio is too important to re- 
main a private monopoly and 
“to let the broadcasting 


(a) 


(c) 





Big Six Games Going On 


Sustaining Basis As 
Car Sponsors Pull Out 


Kansas City, Sept. 16. 
Town will hear direct broadcasts | 


of Big Six football games as it has 


for several seasons past via KMBC. 


previous 


mobile agencies, 


| but this year station is lining up the 
games On a sustaining basis. In years 
sponsors have been auto- 
but this vear it’s no 

tight as they are 


that | 
enterprise | 


remain monopolistic in nature is to} 


keep alive its ill effects on various 
aspects of national life,’ as the news- 
paper Mainichi puts it. 

On the other hand, a survey of the 


ether lanes, according to Japanese 
radio engineers, indicates that it 
would be impossible to set 


proper competitive systems in the 


Zo with cars as 


Meanwhile, station 


. , 
IS angling ot 


ler 


Network Premieres 
(Sept. 17-28) 





Thurs., Sept. 18 
Dorothy Kilgallen, and guests, 
talk, sponsored by Drackett Co., 
for window drain cleaner 
‘Young & Rubicam agency); 
ABC, from New York; Thurs., 
10:45-11 a.m., EDT. 


Fri., Sept. 19 





| Mark Warnow orch, music, 
' Sponsored by Borden dairy 
products (Kenyon & Eckhardt 


| agency); CBS, from New York; 
Fri., 9-9:30 p.m., EDT. 
Sun., Sept. 28 

“Hollywood Star 

ari ma, 


Preview,” 

sponsored by Whitehall 
Pharmacal (Sullivan, Stauffer, 

| Colwell & Bayles agency); NBC, 
from Hollywood; Sun.,° 6:30-7 
p.m., EDT 


DISKERY CLOSES DEAL 





sponsors before season gets under ‘ ; 
way. First tussle comes Sept. 20 FOR FRONTIER TOWN 
when Univ. of Missouri and St. Louis | : . 
| pti: tenets ot © : te ne ee | Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
} - angie al le 4 - sam ' Qf a? > , : : } 
hs fi Ca, ? ™ John Guedel has finalized a deal 
Molen, KMBC Ss sports director, will with the Kermit-Raymond Trans- 


spiel the games, his fourth season at 


up | the mike. 


There'll 


hone be no 
medium waves. Hence it is felt that coverage of Big 


shortage 


of 


local 
Six games, however, 


the state monopoly is the only solu- las WDAF, KCMO and KCKN also 
| will cover the games. None of these 


tion 


The bill, drawn up by the Com-| stations have announced sponsors for |! 


munications Ministry, would take 
over Jap Broadcasting Co., with all 
its employees becoming civil 
vants. It would be recognized. as a 
“kodan,” or government corpora- 
tion in which the Government 
would invest an_ initial. 400,000,000 
yen. It would have an operating 
budget approved by the Diet. 

However, all is not cut and dried. 
The Communications Ministry has 
run into stiff opposition from both 
Japan Broadcasting and its em- 
ployees. They describe the govern- 
ment plan as an “undemocratic plan 
aimed at reestablishing bureaus. 
cratic controls.” They charge the 
seven-man governing committee 
would be too much under pressure 
of the party in power and “could not 
carry out a fair and impartial oper- 
ation of the radio broadcasting en- 
terprise.” 

Tetsuro Furugaki is present man- 
aging director of Japan Broadcast- 
ing, which owns and operates a 45- 
station network plus 50 relay sta- 
tions. It claims 6,000,000 listeners, 
of which 4,000,000 are in the cities. 


Admittedly the coverage is inade- 
quate and additional stations are 
needed. All of this figures impor- 
tantly in the problem of whether to 
allow one private corporation to 
control the monopoly. 

Japan Broadcasting had _ been 


operating on a RMsteners’ fee of five 
yen per month, which it claimed was 
inadequate due to inflation, increased 
salaries, etc. It was even threat- 
ened by a strike of its employees for 
greater benefits. Only yesterday (1), 
a new government-approved listen- 
ers’ fee of 17 yen 50 cen per month 
went into effect. 





Rural Radio Coverage 


Sharply Increased In 
Kansas by KCMO Stepup 


Kansas City, Sept. 16. 

Rural radio coverage for this area 
Was greatly increased when KCMO 
finally got going on its power stepup 
to 50,000 watts Tuesday (9). The 
change climaxed over a year’s ac- 
tive preparation at the station, in- 
cluding an entire new outlay of 
transmitter site and equipment, re- 
modeling and expanding of studios 
and staff changes and additions. 

With the new wattage KCMO also 

came down the dial from 1450 kc to 
810. The station had been operating 
on 5,000 watts day, 1,000 watts night 
since 1942. The new setup also gives 
Station 10,000 watts at night, making 
it the most powerful station in town. 
The equipment had been ready and 
testing for some time, and the final 
Go-ahead came suddenly, giving the 
Promotion staff only three days to 
warn listeners of the dial change. 
_ Manager E. K. Hartenbower was 
in New York on his annual fall trade 
trip at the time of the announce- 
Ment, and station operated under 
Clarance Breazeal, assistant mana- 
Ber, in his absence. KCMO is owned 
by Tom L. Evans, C. C. Payne and 
Lester E. Cox. It was incorporated in 
June, 1936, for 100 watts. Station is 
an ABC affiliate. 

Cincinnati—Stan Matlock is new 
Morning newscasier on WCKY. He 
has been a member of the WCKY 
Dews staff as a writer. 


| the games as yet. 


ser- | 








j 


cription Co. for the handling of 
\‘Frontier Town” to star Randolph 


|Scott. Arrangement is unusual in 
| that Guedel turns out the disks, sells 
them to K-R and the profits are split 
down the middle, 

Harold Shumate writes the scripts 
and Paul Franklin directs. 


Louisville, Sept. 16. 
WHAS, Courier-Journal and Times 
station, will celebrate completion of 
25 years service to the Kentucky- 
Southern Indiana area during a spe- 
cial anniversary week program of 
airings from Sept. 28 to Oct. 4. The 





Louisville's Pioneer WHAS to Fete 
25th Anni With Elaborate Week 


ing Gang, to be on the Auditorium 
stage for two performances. 

Public officials, civic, business, and 
labor leaders from the Kentuckian 
| area are being invited to participate 
in the week-long program. Events 
| during the station's first 25 vears of 
|airing will haye dramatic re-enact- 
| ment on the air, and several person- 
alities associated with the station in 
the early days, who are now national 
names on the networks. may be 
vited to take part in the anniversary. 


t 
sii@- 


Patroon’s WPTR Tag 


Albany 16 
Broadcasting Co.'s 10.000 
authorized by FCC last 
be known at WPTR 
Management announced it had 
dropped plan of using the call 
letters, WNYS, because of a protest 


Sept 
Patroon 
Natt station, 


spring, will 


Com- 


50,000-watt, 1A clear-channel sta- 
tion first took the air on July 
| 18, 1922, as a 500-watt pioneer 

It followed closely after KDKA, 
| Pittsburgh, and WWJ, Detroit, as 
one of the first transmitters to pro- 
| g an regular musical and 
talks Sole engineer of the fant } 
broadcaster, J. Emmett Graft, is sti]l 
with the station in an engineering 
position, Original manager. and | 

ionee1 Credo F Harris, retired 
some years ago 

Station has rented Memori: Au- 
ditorium, 2,400-seat concert hall, for 
Anniversary Week, and will air CBS 
programs “Hint Hunt,” “We, the 
People,’ “Strike It Rich” and “Bob 
Reid Sings.” CBS soprano Eileen 


Farrell will guest on an Anniversary | 
| Broadcast to feature Bob Reid, Rosa- | 


lind Marquis, Bill Pickett and 
WHAS staff orchestra, Robert Hut- 
directo! Other airings of lo- 
;}cal origination will include political 
Renfro Valley Folks, 


| discussions, 


‘Randy Atcher and His Cowboys, and 


the 


7 
SeC1i, 


Roy Starkey and the Wake Up §mil- 


iby the N. Y. State Dept. of 
merce. 

In early June, Attorney General 
Nathaniel L. Goldstein sent a protest 
to FCC, claiming that use. of 
“NYS” in the capital might 
cause confusion and lead listeners to 
believe news and announcements 
|over the station were official pro- 
nouncements of the state 


city 
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Unlucky at cards, 




















Mr. Advertiser ? 





. {Gees 


\ of it! You'd probably rather be lucky at 


love — and you can be. Columbia Pacific’s Your 


Hope Chest — a Sunday evening participation show 


for soon-to-be-mairied couples — has a 6.8 Coast 
Hooperating.* And it’s for sale! 


On each broadcast of Your Hope Chest, four 
engaged couples tell about their first meeting, their 


serious and comic 


quarrels, his proposal, her acceptance — all the 


occurrences of courtship drawn 


out by the skilled promptings of Hope Chest’s emcee. 


own courtship — 
expenses paid! 


your show! 


The couple with the most unusual romance gets a 
hope chest overflowing with hard-to-get home fur- 
nishings. The others get handsome housekeeping 
prizes, too. And there’s a special gift for the husband 
and wife who send in the best letter describing their 


a second honeymoon with all 


Simple? Yes. Popular, too! Listeners up and down 
the Coast clamour to get on Your Hope Chest. Doc- 
tors, lawyers, college professors, butchers and bakers 
have all asked to compete on the show. They could 
be your customers — and Your Hope Chest could be 


Your Hope Chest is still another example of 


Columbia Pacific’s proved ability to create programs 
that please all families — and all of the family. With 
a CPN program your advertising message can reach 
more people in more radio homes. Just call us or 


Radio Sales. 


* Pacific Network Hooperatings, July 1947. 
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AC) ( A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Represeated by Radio Sales, the SPO! Broadcasting Division of CBS 


hae ORE a oe Pee ete rece} - 
i. , on Seti gr on wwaneemttintaee A ci 


an aga 


ooo, feiss 


en en 
ee eS pe Se 
A 5s By sah oy 

















VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 17, 1947 











——d 
in advance of the first public an- 
nouncement in any medium involv- 
ing the radio program. 

2. Contests should offer the op- 
portunity to all contestants to win 
on the basis of ability and skill, 
rather than on chance. Games of 
chance are not acceptable. 

3. The decision of the judges 
should be final, Duplicate prizes 
should be awarded in case of ties. 

4. Full details, including the basis 
upon which contestants’ submissions 
are judged, should be clearly stated 
in each announcement of the con- 
test except where all details are 
withheld in favor of a “teaser” an- 
nouncement of a pending or current 
contest, or where the listener is 
directed to another available source. 

5. Closing date of the contest 
should be made known to the broad- 
caster when the contest goes on the 
air. If the contest is to be of short 
duration, its closing date should be 
stated during the first broadcast an- 

















“The Texas Rangers” transcri 
tions of western tunes are tops in 
quality of content. The price is 
reasonable — scaled to the size of 
the station and market. Available, 
too, at cost is an attractive son 
book for give-away or self-liqui- 
dating offer. 

Write or Wire for Complete Details 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH PRODUCTION 
Geo. E. Halley, Mgr. Syndicated Features 


PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 





Text of NAB Code 


Continued from page 23 Qe 


|should be supplied with the names 








nouncement of the contest; if of long 
duration, the termination date 
should be announced at least two 
weeks in advance. 

6. While advertisers may require 
contestants to submit boxtops, wrap- 
pers or other evidence of purchase 
of products, reasonable facsimile 
thereof should be equally acceptable. 
7. Contests and offers which re- 
quire a consideration for which no 
reasonable: facsimile can be pro- 
duced, should not be accepted. 

8. Contest ~ decisions should be 
made promptly, and the names of 
winners should be released as soon 
as possible thereafter. When the 
broadcasting of the complete an- 
nouncement of winners is undesira- 
ble because of its length, broadcaster 


of winners and other necessary in- 
formation. 

9. All copy pertaining to any con- 
test associated with the exploitation 
or sale of the sponsor’s product or 
service, and all references to prizes 
or gifts offered in such connection 
shculd be considered as part of and 
included in the total commercial 
time allowances as herein provided. 


tion’s banquet Friday night to hear 
an explanation of CN’s operations. 
More than 50% of the broadcasters 
present stayed. 


FMers from Florida, Ohio, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, ‘Tennessee—even Cali- 
fornia—get up to ask, “How can we 
get in?” Dillard put his WASH and 
CN business manager, Hudson Eld- 
redge, up to tell the story. 

“The first thing we can to get 
across to you,” said Eldredge, is the 
importance of reaching Chicago, for 
commercial reasons. It seems a good 
many of our potential sponsors want 
to reach the Chicago market. We 
think it’s possible to reach there, 
very soon, if we can tie in stations 
along the air route from Washington. 


Lower Costs Due 

CN toppers explained that at pres- 
ent the stations linked to the net 
share the cost of line charges. The 
more that come in, the lower the 
prorata costs will be. To date, for 
two one-hour segments of program- 
ming per week, no affiliate has paid 
more than $4 or $5, Eldredge re- 
ported. Coin from the web’s first 
commercial show, the Rochester 
Civic Orch in a “Treasury of Music” 
half-hour sponsored by Stromberg- 
Carlson from WHFM, Rochester, is 
being kicked into the building of an- 
other saleable show for the web. 
If this second show sells, CN outlets 
will get 50% on.their card rate for 





Offers should be subject to the 
following: 


including samples of premiums and 
proposed copy should be submitted 
to the broadcaster for investigation 
and approval before the first an- 
nouncement is to be broadcast. No 
premiums should be offered which is 
harmful to person or property. 

2. No premium that depends. upon 
its alleged’ “luck-bearing” powers for 
its attractiveness er in any fashion 
appeals to superstition should be 
alllowed. 

3. Announcement of the termina- 
tion of an offer should be made as 
far in advance as possible. 

4. If a consideration is required, 
the advertiser should agree to honor 
complaints indicating dissatisfaction 
with the premium by returning the 


also hold the station free from all 
liability in connection with the of- 
fer. Where offers require a con- 
sideration the premium should not 
be described as a “gift” or as “abso- 
lutely free.” 

5. Before a premium or gift is of- 
fered on a program, the advertiser 
should be certain of having a suf- 
ficiently large supply to meet the 
demand for the premium or gfft. 

6. There should be no misleading 
descriptions or comparisons of any 
premiums or gifts which will dis- 
tort or enlarge their value in the 
‘minds of the listeners. 





aanmimentias 


| Continental Web | 


Continued from page 29 











major FM web yet started, was evi- 
denced last weekend (12-13) at the 
FM Assn.’s first annual convention 
in New York. Everett L. Dillard, 
founder and prexy of Continental, 
newly elected prexy of FMA, owner 
of FM stations WASH (Washington) 
and KOZY (Kansas City), engineer 
and radio equipment manufacturer, 
disclosed that ‘‘more than 60” sta- 
tions had applied for affiliation with 
CN prior to the FMA confab. 

At the FMA meet, so many broad- 
casters swamped Dillard with re- 
quests for information how they 
could tie in with Continental that all 
those interested were asked to re- 








main seated following the conven- 



































“‘Can’t you take your face away from those Wheaties 
long enough. .?”’ 


1. Full details of proposed offers, | 


consideration. The advertiser should ' 


| the time and the balance of the coin 
| will go into still more net program- 
| ming. « 

| CN currently is airing three hour- 
long blocks of programs weekly. 
Sked includes the U. S. Army Band, 
Washington, Wednesdays 8-8:30 p.m.; 
Donna Mason, pop singer, Washing- 
ton, Wednesdays 7:30-45 p.m.; society 
dance band from the Hotel Carle- 
ton’s Congo Room, Washington, 
Thursdays 9-9:45 p.m.; Abrasha 
Robofsky, operatic singer, Thursdays 
9:45-10 (the U. S. Army Air Forces 
Band, formerly aired in the Thurs- 
day 9-10 segment, will return late in 
October); “Modern Design,” pop 
music played by a 14-piece orch 
from Rochester, Fridays 8-8:30 start- 
ing this week (19), and Stromberg’s 
“Treasury” show, Fridays, 8:30-9. 














Trammell Sparks 


Continued from page 27 








the Station Planning and Advisory 
Committee, whereby more weight 
will be given to SPAC proposals, 
with the liklihood of an expansion 
of SPAC membership to include 
representation from regional, large 
and clear-channel stations as mem- 
bers-at-large. 


And perhaps beyond all else, the 
convention served to demonstrate. at 
least as far as Trammell and NBC 
are concerned, that there won’t be 
any back-tracking on the move to 
improve standards by eliminating 
commercial abuses. For Trammell’s 
expressions for quick action on a 
code, with the resultant resolution 
calling on NAB delegates to get be- 
hind it, was interpreted as the an- 
Swer to radio’s top spender among 
clients, Procter & Gamble, with its 
$20,000,000 a year in billings, who 
sounded a warning through its gen- 
eral manager, Neil H. McElroy, to 
“go easy” in kicking around P&G 
commercial copy. 

McElroy’s $20,000,000 ‘Sword’ 

McElroy, speaking at the opening 
session of the NBC convention. prac- 
tically dangled that $20,000,000 budg- 
et as a sword over the heads of the 
industry as he asserted that “certain 
clouds, which we see on the horizon, 
tend to dim the future of the me- 
dium as an economic salesman of 
mass used product.” 


Said McElroy: “Any restrictions 
on the advertiser in his commercial 
handling should be looked at very 
carefully, because it may make for a 
reduction in effectiveness of the 
message and at the same time a re- | 
duction in the service possible to the 
listening public, which good com- 
mercials provide. | 

Then the payoff: “in a nutshell, we 
are deeply concerned with the ad- 
vancing cost of radio advertising.” 
He pointed to the sharp advances in 
time and talent costs over the past 
15 years and again came back to 
restrictions have been or are being 
proposed on the length of commer- 
cial time, on how a purchaser shall 
use the time he purchases. 

‘There is just no question,” Mce- 
Elroy warned the broadcasters, “but 
that when we feel radio costs are no 
longer competitive with one or more 
of the other means of advertising 
we will have no choice but to shift 
to a more advantageous advertising 
medium. The soap and shortening 
business are too competitive for us 
to do otherwise than to keep con- 
stantly Striving for a more efficient | 
use of our advertising dollars,” | 








Cincy, Pitt in 300-Mile 
Link to Give Fast Report 
On Excursion Disaster 


Cincinnati, Sept. 16. 

Speedy linkings between stations 
300 miles apart for news coverage of 
a disaster developed from the explo- 
sion Sept. 9 of the Cincy excursion 
steamer Island Queen in Pittsburgh, 
killing 19 and injuring 20 crew mem- 
bers, and scored an emergency tri- 
umph for radio. 

Flash announcements of the trag- 
edy were made by all local stations 
in advance of the appearance of ex- 
tra editions by the afternoon news- 
papers, the explosion occurring 
shortly after midday. Then the sta- 
tions followed through with read- 
ings of followingup accounts as fast 
as they came into their newsrooms. 


WKCY, indie, connected with 
Pittsburgh’s Sun-Telegraph for spe- 
cial wire service which began rolling 
in less than three hours after the 
explosion. WCKY’s Charles H. Top- 
miller, manager, and John E. Mur- 
phy, news chief, also tied in with 
WWSW in Pittsburgh, which put 
through a wire recording at 3:40 
p.m. that was repeated at 7 p.m. 
WCPO, Mutual affiliate, made line 
connections with KQV, Mutual out- 
let in Pittsburgh, for a direct news- 
cast at 5 p.m. by Herbert Morrison. 
The following morning WCPO’s 
Glenn Miller, program director, and 
Paul Dixon, news editor, reached 
Pittsburgh by automobile and did 
tape recordings that were relayed 
at 9:30 a.m. for 30 minutes of on-the- 
scene descriptions and interviews 
with survivors and relatives of miss- 
ing victims. A similar 20-minute 
broadcast followed at 2 p.m. and was 
rebroadcast at 7:30 p.m. 


at 5:30 p.m. the afternoon of the 
disaster. WkKRC, the Times-Star 
station, did a regular news service 
coverage the first day and added spe- 
cial messages the following day from 
the Times-Star’s vet police staffer 


scene by train. WSAI, ABC affiliate, 
also did a regular news service cov- 
erage. 

Cincy’s only television station, 
Crosley’s W8XCT, still in the experi- 
mental stage, presented a program 
on the disaster. Arranged by Lou 
Barnett, engineer, it presented How- 
ard Chamberlain, WLW’s news chief, 
interviewing eye witnesses of the 
disaster the day after it happened. 
Photos of the Island Queen before 
and after the explosion were shown 
and Harry Mayo, city editor of the 
Cincy Post, told the story as news- 
papermen heard it in Cincy. 


HARVESTER’S HOOPLA 
FOR ANNI PROGRAM 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
International Harvester wants to 


j 
| 





sible in this sector of the midwest 
when it originates its “Harvest of 
Stars” program from the Chicago 
stadium Oct. 19. It would, if it can, 
not only clear over the local NBC 
outlet, WMAQ, but have the program 
picked up simultaneously by two or 
three other Chicago 50,000-watters. 


tion; WGN, Mutual 
WJJID, indie. 

The occasion will be an anniver- 
sary, Harvester’s 100 years in Chi- 
cago. The invitees will be the com- 
pany’s local employees, numbering 
around 30,000. The stadium holds 
20,000. The local McCann-Erickson 
agency is handling the arrangements. 


Chi Agcys. Set New Spots 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Junket is readying a major spot 


affiliate, 





campaign through the Mitchell- 
Faust agency. It will be recorded 
announcements. 


area are: 

Fan Tan Gum Corp., of Dayton, 
announcements, via Kircher, Helton 
& Collett. 

Py-o-My (Kitchen Art Foods), 
announcements, out of Schimmer & 
Scott. 

Hudson Motors, announcements. 
through Brooks, French, Smith & 
Dorrance, Detroit. 

Holeb Foods, announcements, with 
Kuttner & Kuttner the agency. 

Paradise Wine, returning its 


with most of placements coming out 





of New York office. 


O - So - Grape, announcements, 
through Caulkins & Holden. 


Other spot newcomers from this | 


jingles to the air, via Olian agency, } 





Wilmer Carmichael, who reached the | 


make as much radio hoopla as pos- , 


Bids for time in that direction have | 
been made of WBBM, the CBS sta- } 
and | 











WLW arranged with KDKA for a | 
direct 10-minute detailed newscast | 





Hub’s 1556 Symph 


- Airer Into Studio 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
Hub’s most pretentious live audi. 
ence radio show moves out of the 
3,500 seat Boston Opera House and 
into the studio for the forthcoming 


season beginning Oct. 5 because it 
found its capacity Sunday afternoon 
audience over a three-year period 
consisted mainly of repeaters. 


Show is “Sunday Aiternoon at 
4:30,” a half hour slot offering the 
Boston Pops orchestra, Arthur Field- 
er conducting 60 Boston Symphony 
men sponsored by the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston over WBzZ.- 
WBZA. Show was reputed budgeted 
for $155,000 for the 30-week season. 


In place of the audience gimmick 
show this year offers a series of au- 
ditions to turn up young hopefuls 
for future appearance as vocal or in- 
strumental soloists on the show, 
Fielder heads a group of judges con. 
sisting of newspaper critics, and 
plans to use about 15 soloists during 
the season Auditions are plenty 
tough to keep the level on a high ar- 
tistic basis, with age limit set at 26. 
Winners get a minimum of $50 for 
first performance, after that by a-. 
rangement with the union. Audi. 
toners are judged via radio, too: 
tioners are judged via radio, too; 
testants. 











To Help Conouer 


CANCER 





American Radio 


Contributed 


$994,969.36 


THIS LAST YEAR ALONE 


servative figure. It rep- 
resents the amount of 
time devoted by you to 
our 1947 campaign for 
funds—801 stations and 
the four nets reporting. 
It does nbt include the 
thousands of dollars in 
time given us by stations 
not reporting, nor does 
it include the grand 
support you are cur- 
rently giving our year 
round educational cam- 
paign. 


Dollars and minutes can 
not measure the amount 
of good you are doing. 
Lives can not be so 
easily appraised. 


We say THANKS, our 
sincere THANKS, for 
your wonderful support, 
We are counting on it in 
the future to help us 
conquer cancer! 


AMERICAN 
CANCER SOCIETY 


47 Beaver Street 
New York 4, N. Y. 


JAMES S. HAUCK 
National Publicity Directer 


WALTER KING 
Director of Radio 


(This ad personally sponsored 
by MR. ELMER H. BOBST, Nat'l. 
Chairman, 1947 Campaign) 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











Memphis—Eddie Dowling’s NBC;shop at Northwestern Univ. Besides 


Big Break,” will salute 

his and use talent from this 
Ce eseny on the broadcast Oct. 12. 
WMC is holding auditions. 


Ow, “The 





San Antonio—Bill Michaels has 
been named station manager of 
KABC here succeeding Charles W. 
Balthrope, who has resigned to open 
his own standard broadcast station 
soon to take to the air here with call 
jJetters KITE. 





pittsburgh—Ed Schaughency, vet- 
eran KDKA announcer, turns disk 
jockey for half an hour every Sun- 
day afterncon at 1 in a new com- 
mercial for Clearfield Furs, Inc. 
Show will be labeled the “Clear- 
field Sunday Serenade.” Bill Martin 
has resigned from the WWSW an- 
nouncing staff. He’s made no plans 
beyond spending the next six months 
touring Mexico. 





Pittsburgh — Al Abrams, sports 
editor of morning Post-Gazette, has 
Janded a New commercial over 
WWSW., with the Allagheny County 
Auto Mart doing the bankrolling. 
It’s a quarter-hour every Thursday 
evening for the football season on 
which Abrams, under his score- 
picking non de plume of La Marba, 
will make his selections for the big 
weekend grid games. 





’ Roehester, N. ¥Y.—As a first step in 
plans for expanding WHF., general 
manager William Fay appointed 
George Driscoll assistant general 
manager to supervise overal] orera- 
tion of the station, Charles Silversen 
program directer, Jack Kennedy 
sales director, and Truman Brizee 
assistant sales chief. 





Albany—Remodeling of the fifth 
fioor of the First Trust Co. Building 
inte studios and offices for the 
Champlain Valley Broadcasting Co.'s 
new 10,060-watt station, WRWR, has 
been authorized in a permit issued 
by Municipal Building Commissioner 
Philip L. Gallagher. Estimated cost 
of project is $10,000. 





Cimcinnati—WKRC, CBS affiliate. 
and its FM station, WCTS, have 
scheduled complete broadcasts of 25 
foetball games in the approaching 
season, a new high in this field for 
Cincy. Selected games of both the 
Univ. of Cincinnati and Ohio State 
are to be carried on Saturdays by 
WKRC with Syd Cornell and Dick 
Nesbitt handling mike chores. FM 
station will air local highsch@éol 
games on Fridays and outlet most of 
the CBS games on Saturdays. 





Raleigh—WPTF will begin its sec- 
ond annual “Stars of Tomorrow” 
contest in October, offering another 
$500 scholarship to the best musician 
or singer appearing on contest pro- 
grams. The scholarship contest 
brought out 21 young performers 
last season and was won by Jac- 
queline Harrison, Raleigh, mezzo- 
soprano. 





Raleigh——Laurinburg’s new station, 
WEWO, went on the air with regu- 
lar programs Monday morning, Sept. 
1, at 6 o'clock. Ed Leach, program 
director for WEWO, says that the 
staff is complete. Bill Ownesby, 
formerly with radio station WAYN, 
Reckingham, and Earl Shaw, for- 
merly with station WGBT, Roanoke 
Rapids, and station WTIK, Durham, 


have been added to the staff of an- 
nouncers, 





North Battleford, Sask. — North 
Battleford city council has paid for 
13 weekly half-hour shots on CJNB 
here with the aim of fostering good- 
will among the towns of the district 
and telling the city folk about pend- 
ing improvements, etc. 

Programs, prepared by station 
Manager Jack Coalston, are made 
up of recordings and live talent. 





Oklahoma City—WKY, Oklahoma 
City, again broadcasts the football 
schedule for one of the leading col- 
leges in the southwest this year. 
Station has signed exclusive rights 
to broadcast the 10-game schedule 
of Oklahoma A & M College at 
Stillwater. 

Pat Ryan, WKY sports director. 
Will mike all games at home and 
éway. Pat came to WKY at middle- 
S€ason last year with a strong recom- 
mendation from Bill Stern. 

Kansas City—John Keown has 
*een appointed director of the Univ. 
of Kansas City Radio Workshop. He 
comes from Bryan, O., and formerly 
Was supervisor of the Radio Play- 


|directing the UKC Workshop, 
|Keown will be in charge of pro- 
grams which school has on five 
local radio stations. 





_ 


Denver—KLZ, Denver 
casting a series of weekly programs 
called “Lear and Live,” to reduce 
accident fatalities. 

Programs originate at different 
grade schools and are wire recorded 
for broadeast at 3 p.m. Saturdays. 

Mack Switzer of KLZ and a guest 
|}expert handle each airing, 





Newark—Roland Trenchard, public 
relations director at WAAT. Newark, 
| left over the weekend on shakedown 
cruise of U.S 
;} two-week trip that will take in 
| Halifax, N.S. Canada, being part 
|} Of naval reserve program. 
| Trenchard was the only radio rep 
from the east to go on the cruise. 
|Five newspapermen from Chicago 
|also were guests of the Navy on the 
| trip. 





Cincinnati — Readying for atten- 
| tion to sports, Crosley’s W8XCT, ex- 
| perimental video, added Red Thorn- 
| burgh this week as a staffer. He has 
| been director of sports and special 
;}events for WKL, Lexington, Ky., for 
the past year and formerly did 
varied sports coverage in Cincy for 
FSAI and WCPO. 





EAE TATE IIS TD 


is broad- { 


battleship Wisconsin, | 


Hot Potato 


That $1,000,000 Cities Service 
account, which has been kicking 
around ever since Foote, Cone & 
Belding struck it off its books 
more than six months ago, has 
finally landed an agency berth, 

Client, represented by the NBO 
musical show, was long con- 
sidered too hot a potato to 
handie, due to dictatorial poli- 
cies, and interference in agency 
matters. It’s now been grabbed 
up by the Ellington agency, 
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Cleve. C10 Asks 
106 for FW er 


Sept. 16. 





Cleveland, 





Toronto, Sept. 16. 
As sequel to the administrative 
friction within the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., which had ‘the CBC 
big wigs rushing to Toronto to 
smooth out a crop of resignations of 


editor of the CBC, has withdrawn 


director of French - language pro- 
grams, and D’Arcy Sullivan, super- 
, visor of the CBC's 

| service, have elected to stay out. Re- 


| port is that Andrew Allen, drama di- 





international 


Cleveland branches of the CIO are | rector of the CBC's two networks, 





keymen, Dan McArthur, chief news | 


McArthur Switch Eases CBC Friction: 
19 Quit in Year for Better Pay Jobs 


are quoted as reasons for the in- 
ternal explosions. 

It is generally felt in Canadian ra- 
dio circles that the whole hammer- 
| and-tongs battle will be the subject 
|of a Parliamentary hearing. Not only 
‘are the resignees refusing to talk, 


| but Davidson Dunton, chairman of 


his resignation. But Jean Beaudet, | 


tapping their members to raise $100,- | who sat in during the private meet- | 


1000 to finance a new labor-backed 
| FM broadcasting station, on which 
j construction work will start within 
the next four months. 

Parent CIO organization will raise 
| 51% of the capitalization fund, which 
;must be met by next February 
| Other 49% will come from sale of 
| Stock at $50 per share, and each 
| union member here will be asked to 
pony up 50c on a quota basis toward 
| meeting the total price. Station is 
| planned as a community venture 
| which will give free air time to both 
|CIO and AFL members, foreign- 
| language representatives, racial and 


| ° 
{religious groups. 


|ing with other CBC executives, also 


| contemplated. resigning until talked 


out of it. 

Dr. Augustin Frigon, general man- 
ager of the CBC, admitted that dur- 
ing the past year 19 CBC employees 
in the medium and 
bracket resigned to accept more 
remunerative jobs. However, all par- 
| ticipating in this latest resignation 
| decision are maintaining strict hush- 
| hush as to what reasons or causes 
are injuring morale among a dissat- 
isfied staff. Frigon’s “personality” 
|and inordinate red tape methods that 
| hinder authority of other top men in 
‘Canada’s nationalized radio setup, 





the CBC board of governors, also 
“has nothing to say.” With the CBC 
a civil service body, operated in part 
by the $2.50 annual license fee which 
all Canadian listening-set owners are 
required to pay, the indignation of 
Canadian listeners at the CBC's be- 
hind - closed - doors policy is being 
whipped up in the Canadian press 
On the reinstatement of Dan Me- 
Arthur, Frigon says that the McAr- 
thur resignation was “precipitate and 
based on a misconception,” but 


| neither of the men will elucidate on 
| this. In a brief statement, that was 


upper salaries | 


non-committal, McArthur said: “My 
only comment on the general man- 
ager’s statement is that my miscon- 
ception was in not realizing, as the 
CBC program staff did not realize, 
that the administration would be so 
eager to make adjustments to meet 
criticism of certain aspects of in- 
ternal organization if investigation 


,proved them valid. In the light of 


this, it was agreed that my resigna- 
tion should be reconsidered.” 














KMOX 


§ Represented by Radio 





Again 
the people’s 
choice 


Columbia Owned 


“The Voice of St. Louis” 


Broadcasting Division of CBS: New York, Chicago, 


Detroit, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Atlanta 


—— | 


The new 1947 KMOX-CBS Listener Diary Study proves that 


KMOX is the way-in-front favorite of an overwhelming majority 


habits th 


oughout the KMOX 71 


4 


of listeners in St. Louis and throughout mid-America. 

This KMOX study is an accurate measurement of listening 
county BMB 50-100°% Audi- 
ence Area. (With a new 470-foot antenna, at a new, more strategic 


site, and a new 50,000-watt transmitter, KMOX now delivers far 


more radio homes throughout a far larger area.) Using the CBS 


Listener Diary technique, with balloung conducted by Benson 


and Benson, Inc., the study shows... 


A 


—- 
—— 

















From 6:00 a.m, to 6:00 p.m., KMON has the Jargest audience 


during 219 of the 324 daytime quarter-hours...284°% more “firsts” 


than any other St. Louis station! From 6:00 p.m. to midnight, 


KMOX has more listéners than any other St. Louis station during 


122 of the 168 nighttime quarter-hours... 369°, more “firsts” than 


its closest ¢ 


ompetitor ! 


During the entire week, KMOX has the lion’s share of the 


audience during more than two-thirds of the total 492 quarter- 


50,000 watts 


hours...is first more often than all other St. Louis stations combined! 


Once again KMOX is the-people’s choice. Which is why 


KMOX should be your choice. Get in touch with us or Radio 


Sales, the SPOT 


a mid-Amei ica favorite. 


Sales to pick the KMOX availability that will make your product 
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Mel Torme is here to stay for a 
while, it seems. Personally, we can 
lay no claim to charter membership 
in The Torme Chowder and March- 
ing Club, nor, for that matter, are 
we at all certain that we would 
emblazon the breast of our blazer 
with the crest of the velvet fog 
even if we were permitted to do s0. 
In the beginning, which is to say 
when Torme was recording with 
Artie Shaw, a clarinetist, and then 
afterwards when he came into the 
Copacabana, we said that he was 
destined for b.o. insignificance. But, 
every time he stepped out onto that 
Copa floor there always seemed to 
be a man we wanted to see about 
a mastiff. 

Torme, looking strictly like take- 
me-home-for-$22.50 with that sharp 
suit and that Windsor knot, opened 
his kisser and we sat there wonder- 
ing, first, why he wasn’t at home 
tucked in bed, and, second, what he 





Best Bets 

Latin-American — “Un  Po- 
quito de Amor” (Cugat). 

Hillbilly — “Please Be Like 
Your Daddy” (Wesley Tuttle). 

Novelty —“Get It Off Your 
Mind” (Pearl Bailey) and “Our 
Hour” (Spike Jones). 

Ballad —“You Oughta Be In 
Pictures” (Eddie Miller), ‘“Koko- 
mo, Indiana” and “How Long 
Has This Been Going On?” (Mel 
Torme), “Christmas Dreaming” 
(Frank Sinatra) and “Sugar” 
(Lee Wiley). 

Dance— “Near You” (Elliot 
Lawrence), “My  O’Darlin’ ” 
(Tony Pastor), “Too Marvelous 
for Words” and “Strange What 
a Song Can Do” (Harry James) 
and “What Are You Doing New 
Year’s Eve?” (Charlie Spivak). 

Hot—“Muskrat Ramble” (Eddie 
Miller), “Relaxin’ at the Touro” 
(Muggsy Spanier) and “Wrap 
Your Troubles in Dreams” and 
“Star Dust” (Louis Armstrong). 

ee ————— 
had done with the catcher’s mitt 
they surely must have given him 
with that suit. But we must have 
been wrong, because this Torme, 
like we said, is going to be around 
for a while. At a sneak preview of 
Metro’s “Good News” out in Holly- 
wood we witnessed the delighted 
squeals of the audience when his 
name appeared on the screen, and 
afterwards we saw him give an 
altogether ingratiating performance. 
Later, on Martha’s Vineyard we 
heard the kids discussing him in a 
record shop. Week after week it 
was becoming progressively more 
apparent that Torme, like the 
Hoover collar and 24-votes-for- 
Oscar W. Underwood, was occupying 
a prominent place. So this week, 
with the release of a new Torme 
recording, maybe it’s time we looked 
at him a little more closely. 
Torme’s “Kokomo, Indiana” and 
“How Long Has This Been Going 
On?” (Musicraft) have. several 
things to recommend them. For 
instance, his musicianly phrasing. 
They also have, in the case of the 
Gershwin number, a fine taste for 
choosing great old tunes. But even 
more important, they have a style 
which, whether it happens to send 
you or not, is admittedly distinc- 
tive. On the debit side, there is the 








lack of any real quality in his voice,. 


his occasionally fuzzy enunciation, 
and his once-in-a-while over-eager- 
ness to be a Personality. Torme 
need not let the latter disturb him. 
He’s already a Personality and a boy 
to be reckoned with on the record 
racks. His treatment of “Kokomo” 
strikes us as the most effective yet 

ut on disks and, as for “How Long 

as This Been Going On?,” it’s 
triple fine. Just what kind of dis- 
tribution Musicraft is getting these 
days we do not know, but if it’s at 
all decent, you should be hearing 
“Kokomo” on the jukes. “How 
Long” will do all right too, but its 
chief play will probably come from 
the jocks. Now, as we were saying 
before we wanted to see that guy 
about the mastiff... 

Eddie Miller may well be the 
finest tenor saxophone player avail- 
able. In any event, anyone who 
feels otherwise will find it difficult 
to prove it on the basis of “Muskrat 
Ramble” and “You Oughta Be in 
Pictures” (Capitol) in both of which 
the Miller horn is tremendous. 
Whether or not there is anything 
worthwhile in re-bop we really can- 
not say but, it hardly seems likely 
that even the best of it is in a class 
with either of these two faces, They 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








are superlative. What’s more, either 
of them could very easily develop 
into a pretty fair coin-machine job. 
“Pictures” (a tune that should be 
heard a lot more often) is played 
slowly and with feeling. There’s no 
vocal, but the tune itself and the 
immaculate manner in which it’s 
projected by an accomplished per- 
|sonnel constitute a number which 
| may pull in a lot of nickels, ‘“Musk- 
| rat,” on the other hand, is fast and 
|; punching, with barrelhouse per- 
| formances by Miller, Wingy Manone, 
Matty Matlock, and a_ trombonist 
;named Irvin Verret. We won’t be 
|in the least surprised if this should 
| turn into a disk-slot click. At any 
'rate, it has plenty to recommend it. 


Wax Facts 


If we’re tardy with some of the 
following, it’s because of the afore- 
said Martha’s Vineyard, but these 
are a few of the items that arrived 
during our absence and which sound 
quite worthwhile. 

Elliot Lawrence’s “Near You” (Co- 
lumbia) strikes us as potentially his 
most commercial release to date. 
He’s done any number of better 
things, but this one has the ring of 
a coin register. Tune, which Fran- 
cis Craig recorded for a small firm 
down South, won’t be confused with 
a Rodgers & Hammerstein collabora- 
tion, but it is the palpable tinsel out 
of which so many hits are shaped. 
Lawrence’s ensemble plays it dance- 
ably and there is an agreeable vocal 
by Rosalind Patton. 

Tony Pastor may have something 
in his Columbia of “My O’Darlin’, 
My O’Lovely, My O’Brien,” ‘a num- 
ber which Morton Downey recorded 
for Majestic. It is played—in a 
word—ingratiatingly. Vocal, as you 
might expect, is by a colleen named 
Rose Mary Clooney...Pearl Bailey’s 
“Get It Off Your Mind” (Columbia) 
is, as is par for Bailey, pretty swell. 
Two Harry James disks—“Too Mar- 
velous for Words” and “My Future 
Just Passed” and “My Friend Irma” 
backed by “Strange What a Song 
Can Do” (Columbia) are, if not pre- 
cisely terrific, nevertheless highly 
listenable. All four faces are dance- 
able. Our own favorite among them 
is “Too Marvelous.” It may well be 
the nickelodeons’ as well. 

Spike Jones’ “Our Hour” (Victor) 
should do all right, but it’s scarcely 
in a class with the high spots of his 
inspired lunacy, In the case of 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Jones, that can still mean that this 
is a clever thing...Frank Sinatra’s 
“Christmas Dreaming” (Columbia) 
has strong possibilities. Tune is 
very, very pretty and The Voice 
caresses it quietly. Offhand, we'd 
pick it for a more thah merely re- 
spectable sale...In the Latin-Ameri- 
can field Cugat’s “Un Poquito de 
Amor” (from “This Time for Keeps” ) 
(Columbia) has a smart melody that 
the band handles with great effec- 
tiveness. Dorothy Porter’s singing 
is nice, too. This one would seem 
more for the -jocks than the jukes, 
but the tune itself may bring it a 


more extensive appeal...Wesley 
Tuttle’s “Please Be Like Your 
Daddy” (Capitol) is appropriate 


sagebrush stuff. A healthy sale is 
indicated west of the Mississippi... 
Among the reissues, there is Eddie 
Cantor’s Columbia Archives coupling 
of “Margie” and “If You Knew 
Susie,” which he recorded back in 
his burnt-cork youth; Louis Arm- 
strong’s unforgettable “Wrap Your 
Troubles in Dreams” and “Star Dust” 
(Columbia) which are jazz in the 
most expressive implications of the 
word; a great Columbia album of 
stuff by Satchmo’s unbridled Hot 
Five; and another superb Columbia 





Suggested Program 

“Muskrat Ramble” — Eddie 
Miller (Capitol). 

“Christmas Dreaming’—Frank 
Sinatra (Columbia). 

“Love in Bloom’’—Spike Jones 
(Victor). 


“The Whiffenpoof Song”’— 
Rudy Vallee (Victor), 
“Un Poquito de Amor’— 


Xavier Cugat (Columbia). 

“There’s No. Business 
Show Business” — Mel 
(Musicraft ). 


—_ — 


Like 
Torme 








set, this one by Bessie Smith. They 
are all recommended without quali- 
fication. 


Woody Herman’s “Baby,Baby All 
the Time” (Columbia) is evidence of 
his increasing stature as a vocalist. 
Backing it up is Gershwin’s “Some- 
body Loves Me.” To us, “Baby, Baby 
All the Time” sounds like something 
for the automatics...Muggsy Span- 
ier’s exalted symphony of convales- 
cence, “Relaxin’ at the Touro,” has 
been reissued by Victor. As a 
couple of people have remarked, it’s 
great. On the other side is the 
Spanier “Sister Kate,” which has no 
flies on it either...For dance stuff, 
Charlie Spivak’s “What Are You 
Doing New Year’s Eve?” (Victor) 
fills the bill quite handsomely. So, 
for that matter, does its reverse, “A 
Little Bit Longer”. 
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SIMON SPEAKS, TOO 
With Ernie Simon 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Monday-thru- 

Friday 
SPONSORS: Co-op commercial 
WJID, Chicago 

Since WJJD brought Ernie Simon, 
ex-vaude performer, here from a 
station in Baltimore, last November, 
he has gained a unique following by 
capitalizing on a cleverly friendly 
ability to insult not only his fans, 
but newspaper people, advertisers 
and recording artists. His two hour 
morning show and his afternoon 
show, both fvetime weekly deals, 
are composed of gag-packed minutes 
of mining disk talent, giving time 
and temperature reports accented by 
blatant -sound-effects, plus tearing 
apart commercials, till it becomes re- 
markable that advertisers continue 
buying him. 

Simon’s air hours per week total 
approximately 21, which makes his 
early a.m. bubbling behavior even 
more amazing. 
no one, particularly Simon, knows 
what will happen after he _ sings 
along with vocalist.on his “Hi Neigh- 
bor!” theme. Musical repertoire is 
selected on request basis, making 
program a well-balanced and diver- 
sified department because hjs follow- 
ers include teen-agers with jazz and 
swing preferences, down the line to 
waltz-age brackets. 

According to numbers played, 
Simon’s early morning listeners 
favor vocals to instrumentals, with 
novelty tunes high on music log, and 
jazz getting lowest billing. Western 
tunes get continued rush, evidenced 
in program caught which included 
“Smoke, Smoke, Smoke” by Tex Wil- 
liams and “Yankee Doodle Cowboy” 
by Lea Benson. Average day is com- 
pleted with numbers like “Flight of 
Bumble Bee,” “I Have But One 
Heart,” ‘Minka,’ “I Want to Be 
Loved,” and “Limehouse Blues,” with 
artists ranging from Lionel Hampton 
to Beryl Davis to Ted Lewis. 

Depending on Simon’s mood, his 
shows are predominantly musical, 
with his chatter and material heard 
more often than announcements 
which pay his salary. Funniest phase 
of package in his manner of slaugh- 
tering commercials and ridiculing 
company advertising. At times he 
neglects reading them purposely, and 
other times delivers them in mono- 
tone fashion just to get them out of 
the way. Uses average of 15 per two 
hour show, and at roughly $21.00 
per minute, station takes in almost 
$315.00 per stint. 

DANCE WITH AMERICA 
With Eddie Clark 
60 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri. 6 p.m. 
KATZ DRUG CO. 
KCKN, Kansas City 
(Agency: Bruce B. Brewer) 

KCKN is a 250-watter owned by 
Arthur Capper. It has held its niche 
in the Kansas City metropolitan area 
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Working sans script, | 


Disk Jockey Reviews 


against plenty of heavy competic 
with popular music as its mainsion 
It offers’ some of the oldest record 
shows in the area, and probably the 
granddaddy of them all is this even 
ing stanza under Katz sponsorship. 
now rounding out a decade on the 
air with Katz footing the bill all the 
Way. : 

Eddie Clark has handled the « 
since 1941 and thereby has Seon 
dean of the town’s disk jockeys He 
knows his platters from hot jive to 
classical, and after all these years is 
beginning to get a rep reaching out 
of the local area. Over the years 
he’s made no special play at a build. 
up—just doing a good job has put 
him up there. Voice is Okay and 
presentation of records fine. If any 
criticism could be levelled at Clark 
it probably is that he is a bit aloof 
Shade more of informality in his 
chatter would help. 

In its 10-year run, Dance With 
America has tried about everything 
Last year it was an all-request show. 
but that got to be all jive and mostly 
requests from the same listenerg 
over and over. This year the show 
makes a mythical tour of ballrooms 
across the nation, picking up the 
music of a different band each quar. 
ter of the hour. Session caught, for 
instance, had records by Johnny 
Long, Orrin Tucker, Johnny Both- 
well and Raymond Scott, running in 
about four sides for each band. — 

Through Katz’s own record de- 
partment, contact with school crowd 
and bands which come through here 
Clark keeps the show fairly in- 
dicative’ of the music trend locally, 
Currently it’s heavily flavored with 
sweet music a bit on the swing side, 
and show attempts to offer only the 
newest records, Jive is a forsaken 
tempo, for this season at least. 

Some idea of effectiveness of the 
show can be had from its Hooper, 
which usually tops 6 the year round, 
even in the face of net shows like 
the Supper Club and other top-notch 
musical sessions of the winter sea- 
son. The long pull has simply made 
it a habit with a respectable seg- 
ment of local listeners. 

Katz spots transcriptions and one- 
minute plugs about products han- 
dled in its chain of stores, and goes 
in for very little institutional copy. 
Thus it clings pretty much to the 
disk jockey manner throughout. 


Quin. 








REQUESTFULLY YOURS 
Stewart Lindman & Don Dahl, Disk 

Jockies 
3:05-5:45 p.m. daily 
WMIN, Minneapolis 

Chief virtues of this disk show is 
the adept way it has been built to 
provide music and vocals to satisfy 
all tastes. Add to that a pair of jocks 
with very pleasing personalities and 
there -shines a pattern for local 
success, 

Comprising the show are disks re- 
quested by listeners in letters and on 
post cards, which the jockies invite. 
PMost of the writers ask for numbers 
to be dedicated to or played for their 
wife, sweetheart or just a friend 
whom they identify. Lindman and 
Dahl read excerpts from the cards 
and letters, which frequently include 
comments on and suggestions for the 
program. 

On their part, Lindman and Dahl 
hold down their own patter to a 
minimum and only occasionally in- 
dulge in a gag. On the show caught, 
these gags were moderately funny 
and always in the best of taste. 
There was no fault-finding with any 
requests and no smart or wise cracks 
at any disk, Jockeys give the im- 
pression of trying to please and 
that’s just what they apparently do. 
The show adds up to more than two 
hours of enjoyable song and music. 

Among the numbers included on 
this particular program were 
“Bumble Boogie,” “Peg o’ My Heart,” 
the Andrews Sisters’ “Her Bathing 
Suit Never Got Wet” and Betty Hut- 
ton’s “I Wish I Didn’t Love You So.” 
One letter with a request came all 
the way from Puerto Rico, Rees. 





DATE WITH A DISK 
With Bill Griffiths 

2 Hours, Mon.-Thru-Sat. 
Participating 

KOL, Seattle 

Signature record,on this “Date” is 
“Date With Disk” and it sets the 
mood and tempo for the two-hour 
stint with Bill Griffiths, fast talking 
jockey, ending up the 120 minutes as 
fresh as at the start. Requests are 
chiefly mail with some _ telephone 
calls handled, and Griffiths mixes the 
old ones with the new ones to keep 
the show moving right along in nice 
fashion, 

It's all Griffiths’ show. He does 
the commercials in the same breezy 
fashion as he does the requests and 
dedications, which should make for 
good reception of the cash-paying 
wordage. 


Louis Jordan Resumes 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Louis Jordan, released recently 
from New York hospital after an in- 
testinal operation, has resumed his 
one-nighting at the Parkway Arena, 
Chicago. He was originally scheduled 
to start Sept. 17 in Georgia, but 
Berle Adams, his manager, switched 








the place and date. 
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Variety's New Disk Jockey Poll 
To Gauge Top Songs and Talent 


In the belief that the hundreds of ¢ 


disk jockeys on major and minor | 
stations throughout the country pani 
ert an equally and perhaps more | 
powerful influence than coin) 
machines on the public taste for | 
songs and talent, Vamery launches 
with this issue, on Page 46, an en- 
tireiy new approach to the relative 
popularity of recordings. In _ the 
past, VARIETY feels, there has been 
entirely too much accent on the 
songs that have reached the first 10 
positions. Once these tunes get to 
that point they are known and ac- 
cepted as the current hits. Much | 
more valuable to the music and! 
singer and band fields would be an) 
early insight into what .new disks | 
the public wants. 

And since the djsk jockey 
seems to be, through request disk 
shows and other channels, lighting 
the way toward hits for coin 
machine operators, VaRIeEry will 
point up these upcoming disks via 
the weekly disk jockey polls, in ad- 
dition to expanded coin 
coverage. 

Within the past year, such out- 
standing national hits as “Heart- 
aches,” “Peg O’ My Heart” 
“That’s My Desire,” and currently 
the new “Near You” platter, were 
discovered and promoted into na- 
tional hits by disk jocks and coin 
machines, but primarily the former. 

In this department, starting with 
th:s issue and weckly 
Variety will feature a compilation of 
the tunes “most requested” of re- 
quest disk jockey shows aired in 
various key cities. Each disk jockey 
supplying Variery with information 
will be specifically identified. 








Moss Moves In 
With Alexander 


Another new talent agency was 
born this week with the joining of 
Harry Moss, ex-Music Corp. of 
America one-night booker and lately 
head of his own agency, and Willard 
Alexander. 
formerly with MCA and, before set- 


ting up his own solo agency, head | 


of the William Morris band depart- 
ment. Moss teamed with Alexandec 
as of Monday (15) to book Alex- 
ander’s properties in all fields. As 
of the moment his moveover is solo, 


but, eventually, the agencies of the | 


two will be combined. 

Moss leaves Jack Kearny in charge 
of his own booking organization and, 
it’s emphasized, the outfit will con- 
tinue in operation, By no means 
does Moss’ hooking up with Alex 
ander mean the dissolution of his 
Own setup as of the present. 

When and if the merger occurs 
this year there will have been three 
new booking organizations 
within the 12-month period—all by | 
former major agency salesmen. Mus- 
Att, composed of ex-MCAites Jack 
Whittemore, Russ Facchine and Lyle 
was the first, and Conti- 
nental, recently organized, is the 
second. Latter is composed of Jack 
Archer, last with William Morris on 
the Coast; Milt Deutsch, former 
Frederick Bros, one-night man, and 
Abe Turchen. 


AFM BLACKLISTS FINN 


FOR MUNDY DEFAULT 


Hollywood, Sept. 

American Federation of ial 
last week blacklisted Jay Finn and- 
his Artists Personal Management, 
Lid., agency on grounds that Finn 
defaulted on payments to Jimmy 
Mundy’s colored orchestra to the 
amount e ' $6. 637. AFM has notified 
all locals that effect. 

Some Aad ago Finn formed a unit 
here with Mumdy’s orchestra and 


barnstormed around Far West, los- , 


ing heavily, and eventually perform- 
ets were stranded in Salt Lake City. 
Mundy’s musicians returned here 
filed elsims against him, which in 
turn leader tessed to AFM. 


of late 


machine | 


and | 


thereafter, | 


The latter was likewise | 


_ | that doesn’t 





Gillespie’s Carnegie Date 


|}some time, will do a Carnegie Hall, 


New York, concert before he shoves 
off for Scandinavian dates. Plans 
are being formed for a Sept. 29 
concert at the longhair emporium. 

Ella Fitzgerald will work with the 
Gillespie bagi. 


Petrillo Waits 
On Oct. Meet For 


Disk Decision 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

American Federation of Musicians 
came close last week at an interna- 
tional executive board meeting here, 
to making a decision as to which 
turn it will take later this year, 
when its contract with record manu- 
\facturers calling for a royalty per- 
record sold expires. A new one on 
the same terms is forbidden by the 
Taft-Hartley law. James C. Petrillo, 
AFM head, and his associates on the 
board almest decided to advise the 
disk companies immediatcly that 
their tooter members will not moke 
disks after the Dec. 31 expiration 
of the pact, but decided that they 
would wait on a definite meve until 
the next board meet in mid-Octo- 
ber. 

Actual 





notification of 
i}ment’s cancellation is 
|since the disk comnmanies are well 
| aware, due to the T-H terms, that 
| the present pact cannot be extended. 
| Such royalty payments to unions are 
forbidden by the law. 

Meantime, none of the disk com- 
panies seem to be doing much stock- 


the agree- 
unnecessary 


ing away of masters—at least not 
yet. If and when Petrillo decides to 
call off his members at the end _of 


the vear there will be plenty of time 
to lay in a stockpile of material in 


preparation for the fight that’s 
|bound to occur if the tooters are 
| ordered not to record. And _ that 


fight probably won't consist of the 
“waiting game” that existed last 
|time. This battle will probably go 
info the courts since the T-H law is 
aimed to preclude strikes. 

| Meanwhile, it had been reported 
|in this area a few weeks ago that 
‘two of the major companies had 
|been endeavoring to determine a 
| method of paying a fee to Petrillo 
ifor each disk sold in some monner 
conflict with the T-H 
terms. There has been nothing 
| further said about this ancle. 


Lush Canadian Dates 
Spark Move for New 


set Up | 


Dominion Union Rules, 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
| Coast bandbookers ere trving to 
devise a means of getting 
nadian Musicians Union to relax its 
lrigid rules regarding U. S. 
orchestra appearances 
der. Present ruling, 


a town within period of one month. 

Prompting bookers’ efforts at re- 
form is fact that two British Co- 
lumbia stands. Victoria and Vancou- 
ver, have proved very lucrative sites 
for American orchestras one-night- 
, ing. 
ers, asencies here 
considera- 
Just 
can 
goes 


and throuch him. 
hope to wanele greater 
tion from Canadian union. 
about every U. S. band which 
set a one-niter in either town 
into percentage. 


‘ : a 
H Lewes t 


cen 4~ bk; 
11as JTC 


policy wo OuY 
one band per month and sing it on 
consecutive days in the two 
In August it was Duke Ellington, 
|Krupa in September. and Stan Ken- 
'ton will make Oct. 10-11 stands. All 
agencies here now are scrambling 
to sell an attraction for the months 


\ following. 


the Ca- | 
name | 

| 
north-of-bor- | 


of course, is | 
that only one Yank outfit can play | 


Promoter there is Dexter Lew- | 


towns. | 


SPECULATE ON 





lishers as to whether the almost con- 


Dizzy Gillespie, whose trumpet f int t ij 
| teen ghtueten sn. rest in new 
style has been a source of con- |5*4™t erence + ten es ling 
} . 1° is as ae & ae) Vv ) : ‘ording 
troversy among jazz addicts for | songs recorae >" minor reco 1 


|companies is not synthetic—that in 
some instances they have been taken 


|for a ride by sharpie writcrs. Dur- 
ing the past year or so, because one 
or two publishers, like Leeds Music, 
have found top sales hits such as 
|“For Sentimental Reasons” on a mi- 
jnor label, other major pubs con- 


| cistently have been acvised that this; 
or that new tune on this or that in- 
|'die label is creating a heavy de- 
mand. And some have paid heavy | 


coin advances for tunes that turned | 


| out to be dogs. 
| Some 
|much of the continued flurry of in- 
|terest in minor label release is cre- 
lated by the writers of the tunes 
| themselves. Writers, it’s. felt, make 
deals with the indie diskers to re- 
|cord the songs without royelties ar* 
when the disks are released, are not 
‘above buying as many disks as pos- 
sible in stores, to help launch a 
“sleeper hit” campaign of talk that 
eventually reaches a major publish- 
er’s ears. And then one reaches for 
the tune, usually at a hefty advance. 

However, regardless of the belicfs 
of some majors that they are beins 


| victimized, indie labels seem to be 
| increasing the percentage of hits 
ithey are digging up for pubs. 
|There’s another promising’ item 


moving upward now which Supreme 
iMusic, the new Bregman-Vocco- 
Conn, Degca Record firm, owns. 

titled. “How Soon.” It originally 
was marketed months ago by Tower 
Records. Its career is similar to 
“Near You,” which Supreme also 
publishes and which began on the 
Bullet label in Nashville and spread 


j into a hot sales hit. 
| It scems Jack Owens writer of 
“How Soon,” made a special disking 


;}on the Tower label for the Reynolds 
|Pen Co., which the latter used as a 
|promotion. It had to have a back- 
|ing, and Owens sang his ‘“‘How Soon” 
for the reverse side. It has been 
catching on gradually and recently 
Bing Crosby made a disk of it. 
Other companies have been aware 
of the demand for the tune, but hes- 


itate to make it due to the head 
start Crosby has on them. They 
would do it, however, when and if 


| the demand by their distributors be- 
|comes heavy enough. 


English Tax 








England's 75% 
the profits of U. S. films, which has 
, halted their flow into that country, 
may soen have an effect on the 
musie publishing firms owned by 
film companies. At least two of the 
j|latter combines are now mulling 
putting various economies into ef- 
fect to offset the lowered incomes of 
the mother companies on the Coast. 

And it’s probable that the fortunes 
}of the sheet music business will not 
‘change plans in any way. That is. 
if sheet music sales, which have 
given signs -of stirring out of the 
most drastic slump in years, con- 
tinues on the upgrade the above 
economies probably will be _ main- 
tained as long as the English situa- 
‘tion ex.sts. 





M-G CUTS ‘BIG 3’ MUSIC 
| FIRMS $50,000 A YEAR 


| The same drastic economy moves 
which all picture companies have 
essayed since the 75% British tax 
has hit The Big Three—Robbins, 
Feist and Miller Music, and their 
affiliated companies. Some 20 were 
let out of the stockrooms along with 
professional] staffers, white-collarites, 
et al. It all resulted in a $50,000 per 
ann''m saving. 

Of the Robbins toppers. production 
mana“er Steve Leviiz aed sales man- 
ager Bernard Prager. both of whom, 
incidentally. are minor.iy  stock- 
| holders, touk sharp salary cuts. 


DRIVE METHODS 


| 
There has been considerable spec- | 
julation recently among music pub- | 


pubs are of the opinion that | 


It’s | 


ad valorem tax on | 


CUTTING CORNERS ON ‘SLEEPERS’ 





+ 








Gumble to Coast 


Warner Bros.’ special contacteer 
Mose Gumble heads for one of his 
periodic Coast trips the end of this 
month. 

He will concentrate on four weeks 
in Hollywood on “Too Marvelous for 
Words.” the oldie Johnny Mercer- 
(the late) Dick Whiting excerpt 
from WB’s current “Dark ' fae 


Bill Lowe Slated 
To Head CAPAC, 
Canadian Society 


Toronto, Sept. 16. 


It’s probable that the 


Canadian 
Authors, Publishers and Composers, 
Ltd., Canada’s counterpart of the 


American Society of 
Authors and Publishers. 
new general manager after tomor- 
row (Wednesday ). It's exvected 
here that a board meeting of the or- 
ganization will name Bill Lowe, To- 
ronto publisher and representative 
in this country of a number of U. S 
publishers, will be named to take 
over the job from the exiting Hugh 
Jamieson, who had held the 
ASCAP for 

Lowe's expecied appointment is 
said to have been influenced largely 
by pressure from ASCAP toppers. 
Richard Murray, an ASCAP execu- 


Composers, 
will have a 


reins of 
vears, 


tive, arrived here teday (Tuesday) 
to attend the board meet. Wheiher 
Lowe will give up his publishing 


activities and devote all his time to 
CAPAC is undisclosed here. Jamie- 
son, when he went into CAPAC |! 


originally, ac- 
en- 


periorming 


was a certified public 
countant gradually turning 
tire attention to he 
rights group. 

Incidentally, 


his 


the boost in 
per radio set in Canada, secured by 
CAPAC last weck after waiting 
months for decision from the Cana- 


revenue 


dian Copyright Appeals Boa:d, will 
enrich the organization by slightly 
more than a $100,000 a veur. This is 


on the basis of last weck’s increase 
from government funds of 3e to 7c 
| per set. 
‘stations had voluntarily boosted their 
, payments to CAPAC from 5c to Be. 
' Thus, whereas CAPAC once drew 8c 
|overall, it is now being paid 


to $105,000 based on 
1,754,349 receivers. 
take will therefore 
| proximately $246,000. 
Broadcast Music, Inc., 
|drew an increase in 
rights coin returns, will be paid. $26.- 
315 from the gevernment’s ana- 
,dian Broadcasting Corp. this year, 
an increare of approximately ‘se 
,over the former lic per set it had 
been getiing. Indie broadcasters. 
members of the Canadian As-n. of 
Broadcasters, pay an additional $17.- 
500 annually to BMI for its 89 out- 
lets. 


the country’s 
CAPAC’s annual 
amount to ap- 


-which also 
perfo. mance 


— 


Capitol Uses Six Top 
Artists on Disking Of 
‘Freedom Train’ Tune 


Hollywood, Scpt. 16. 
Records put Ber- 


Train” on wax Friday 


Czpitol 
lin’s 


Irving 
“Freedom 
night (12) using six of its top artists 
on the one disk. All star apnoroach by 
firm is a new twist and it brought 
Johnny Mercer. Marcaret Whiting. 
Peggy Lee. Benny Goodman. Pied 
Pipers and Paul Weston’s orchestra 
together. 

Disk will be 
nossibie and 
price. 


released as 
will 


soon as 
sell at regular 


will 
Mercer, 


“God Bless America” 
verse side, featurine 
ing and Weston’'s ork. 


be re- 
Whit- 





Phil Kahl to Hollywood to repre- 
; sent Redd Evans’ Jefferson Music. 


Previously, the independent | 


14c | 
) Overall, and the difference adds up | 


Affecting. Pubs 


' 


jof GAC’ 


Kaye Quits Cat-and-Mouse Antics 
To Sign With GAC, Cuemg New Deals 


+ 
‘and-mouse with his 


Sammy Kaye stopped playing cai- 
future agency 
affiliation last week, fluffed off Music 
Corp. of America’s months of trving 
to hold him and signed a contract 
with General Artists Corp., setting 


up a chain of possible future events 
There are those who believe that 
Kayes signing with GAC presages 
many things, the most important of 
which would be the return to that 
agency of Mike Nidorf, who a 

GA€ a couple years ago to become 
a partner with the ailing Jim Pe»ope 


in the direction of Kaye and cther 
properties. But that’s flatly denied. 
(When Nidorf left GAC soon alie: 
his discharged as a captain from the 
Army, be held approximately 16°. 
capital stock. This Rock- 
well bought from him for approxi- 
mately $65.000, the coin payable over 
a period of time (final to be n 
during February, 1948). 
Important angle of Kaye's switch 
to GAC from MCA is that the latter 
retaliated in some measure upon the 
larger agency for its acquisition sev- 


jade 


eral months ago of Spike Jones 
Jones had been with GAC for ye:rs 
and his move to MCA was a body- 
blow. Kaye also makes up for the 


loss of Woody Herman, who recently 
switched to Continental, a new 
agency (‘see separate story). GAC 
still has one other contract hassle 


to resolve, however, in the Jimmy 
Dorsey sitvation. Dorsey’s agreement 
with GAC expires Sept. 29 and 
agency wants to keep him. It must 
deliver certain things, however. be- 
fore he'll renew. Meanwhile, FH y 


Romm is booking the band for thea- 
(Continued on page 56) 


Larry Clinton 
Preps New Band 


Larry Clinton, once the nation’s 
No. 1 pop maestro, who has not 
waved a baton publicly since before 
the war, is preparing to go back 
into action. He has been working 
for months developing an idea on 
which he will base a new combiria- 
tion, the instrumentation of which 
he will not talk about at the mo- 
ment. However, he is soon to go 
into rehearsal with it in New York. 
and definitely unveils the combo 
Nov. 11 at Frank Dailey’s, Meadow- 
brook, for a six-week stay. 

Since disbanding his orchestra 
some years ago, Clinton has been 
occupying his time conducting for 
various recording companies, such 
as the work he did last year for 
Cosmo and the “Romeo and Juliet” 
album he did this year with Herb 
Hendler for Rainbow. Beyond that 
his only connection with the bard 
field has been the writing of ar- 
rangements. His arranging, as a 
matter of fact, started him out as a 
bandleader. 


O'CONNOR READIES TO 
EXIT ASCAP BOARD 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


John O'Conner, for some years a 
member of the board of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
end Publishers and emissary of 
g00d-will for the Society in manv of 
its sharpest arguments, told friends 
here last week that this term would 
probably be his last as a member of 
the board. O’Connor wes here as a 
member of the eastern ASC4P fac- 
tion which came west for last Thurs- 
day's (11) annual meet with the 
Coast contingent. 

O'Connor apparently feels that he 
cannot afford to devote almost a!) 
of his time to ASCAP in the future 
because of personal business coin- 
mitments. Too, O’Connor may not be 
in the music business as a publishes 
when the next board election time 
rolls around. He has been offering 
his Warock crtalog for sale. 

















Lorette Trie, with Lorctte Charon 
at the organ, opened Tuesday (16) 
in the Rose Lounge of the Ten Eyck 


j hotel, Albany, N.Y. 


ee ter 
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Newark AFM Appears Before Exec Ba. 
To Ask Legislation for Standby Bands 


Chicago, Sept. 16. * 


Executives of the Newark local of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians appeared before the AFM’s in- 
ternational executive board here last 
week to ask the board to introduce 
legislation that once and. for all 
would put local musicians back into 
a certain percentage of the nation’s 
vaudfilm theatres and eliminate the 
growing hassle over standbys. New- 
ark mén want the AFM to prohibit 
travelling name orchestras from ac- 
companying individual acts onstage. 
This chore must be performed by a 
house pit band, it’s averred. In other 
words, to confine the name bands to 
their own acts. 

Whether they got the message 
through to the international board, 


which was concerned with deeper | 


things, such as whether it would pull 
AFM members out of recording 
studios come December, and the ex- 
Piration of the AFM’s contract with 
record and transcription makers, is 
undisclosed. And, if they did, wheth- 
er they got an answer. 

Meanwhile, the standby situation 
promises to explode into one of the 
biggest tussles each individual local 
of the AFM has ever run into. It has 
generally been felt that the Taft- 
Hartley Act put an end to the stand- 
by, or “featherbedding,” situation in 
use by various locals. 

Ever since the passage of the T-H 
act those concerned assert they 
haven't figured out the final ap- 

(Continued on page 56) 





Bernie Ankles S-J 
Hollywood, Sept 16. 

' Dave Bernie quit as head of Sant- 
{ly-Joy office here last week, being 
| replaced by Julie Losch, who moved 
'over from Bobby Mellin firm. S-J 
| wanted Bernié to move back into its 
|New York headquarters and, having 
| lived here for some time, Bernie 
'refused and resigned. 

Bill Coty continues to rep S-J's 
Oxford subsid here. 


Dailey Quits Newark 
AFM Board, But Move 


Remains Unaccepted 

Newark, Sept. 16. 
Frank Dailey. filed his resignation 
from the director board of the 
Newark local of the American Fed- 


eration of Musicians last week. So 
far, the local executives have re- 
fused to accept his quitting and the 
situation remains status quo. 


Dailey’s reasons for dropping him- 
self off the board, after several terms 
as a member, are undisclosed, but 
jare claimed not to be the result of 
jany dispute. He simply hasn’t the 
| time to devote to the job since re- 
| opening his Meadowbrook. 














Dorsey Planning Bus Buy 
To Answer Problem Of 
Disking & Band Dates 


Tommy Dorsey is in an unusual 
position in so far as the making of 
transcriptions for his new disk- 
jockey show is concerned. Whereas 
Martin Block, Paul Whiteman and 
others who do similar chores more 
or less stay in one place and are 
able to work often on cutting disks, 
Dorsey is in a spot due to his mov- 
ing around on dates with his band. 
He cannot make the disks in bunches 
when he hits a key city, since he 
must take cognizance of future hit 
songs and doing them. too far ahead 
would be taking chances. 

Dorsey is thinking of buying a bus, 
which would house him alone on 
tric: with the band and also be 
equipped to turn out transcriptions. 
This, he feels, would kill two birds 
with one stone. It would insure a 
smooth flow of disks and leave only 
the guest shots to be done far in 
advance. 


Dorsey, now back on the Coast, 
got little sleep last week while in 
the east for the debut of the series. 
He made  p.a.’s at WMCA, N. Y-.; 
WHIM, Providence; WPEN, Phila.; 
WITH, Balto., and WMAL, Wash- 
ington and from the latter returned 
to the Coast to go out on one-night- 
ers with his band: This schedule 
was akin to the one he was on while 
making the first disks in Hollywood. 
Then, he was conducting his band 
at his own Casino Gardens, Ocean 
Park, nightly and making a film 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, sand- 
wiching the transcribing between 
the two. 


Oct. 1, 1949, Deadline Set by ASCAP 


For Broadcasters on Royalty Decision 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week re- 
lieved the minds of radio people 
with whom they have been meeting 
for months to draft a new contract, 
by setting the date by which broad- 
casters must make up their minds 
as to what method they will want to 


Backing Uncertainty 
By Other Writers May 
Blow Lawrence Suit 


Jack Lawrence, who began a song- 
writer suit against the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers some months ago, asking 


(1) that his writer-rating be boosted 
to what he thought it should be and 
(2) to force a rearrangement of the 
methods used by ASCAP in comput- 
ing sums due individual songwriters, 
is undecided about pressing the ac- 
tion. ASCAP several months back 
jumped Lawrence from a “B” rating 
to “A”, one level below the topmost 
“A” and, having achieved one of his 
two points, he’s uncertain about bat- 
tling for the other. 

It seems that Lawrence’s attorneys 
are now not so sure of the backing 
he will get from other writers. 
When the composer first filed his 
suit he was the object of many offers 
by fellow writers to aid in pushing 











it through. 


use to ey ASCAP's fees. 
set as Oct. 1, 1949. It seems th 
had been considerable agitation 
among the broadcasters over the 
date and ASCAP itself did not hurry 
to set it definitely. 


Reason for the hassle is this: cur. 
rent contract expires Dec. 31, 1949 
and can be automatically extended 
if ASCAP doesn’t ask for more coin. 
However, during the extension pe- 
riod broadcasters will not have the 
option of paying music fees on a 
per-program or blanket basis, as 
they do now. A clause in the cur- 
rent agreement cites that the choice 
must be made by the start of the 
final year of the pact. The pharse- 
ology of it was vague. Some radio 
people construed it to mean that 
they would have to declare them- 
selves before the beginning of the 
final year, others took it to mean 
during the final year, and still others 
that it indicated a decision before 
the end of °47. 


ASCAP finally advised a spokes- 
man for radio last week that it in- 
terpreted the clause to read that 
radio buyers of its wares had until 
three months prior to the actual ex- 
piration of the pact—or Oct. 1, 1949 
—to decide on the per program or 
blanket licensing method. As it 
stands,e the program charge is 8% 
of a station’s card rate applicable 
at the time when the program is 
transmitted, and the blanket agree- 
ment calls for 2%% of the overall 
card rate. 


It was 








TOP TUNES AND RECORDING ARTISTS 


As Polled Via Leading U. S. 


Disk Jockeys 



























































































































































N.Y. Chicago L.A. Boston Cincy St. Louis Seattle Mpls. K.C. S.F. Philadelphia 
° Zz 
gs a iA E 
Z c © 
YW <| 8 5 | m = zh i : 2 7 a) &| 6 E z, 
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across the nation and is designed to indicate those records rising in popularity as © 5 in i * i | ri z r =. 3 6 = E . 
well as those on top. Ratings are computed on the basis of 10 points for a No. 1 = 2 2 & ~~ = bs x & 3 = 5 a we a e ! 
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Buddy Clark..... a0 ee re > 5 - . r 1 
Smoke, Smoke, Smoke.............. American..... Tex Williams..... 2 eee a 4 a = 2 1 4 4 2 3 1 5 5 6 
That's My Desire..... ee en Shut are | Ree Frankie Laine....Mercury............ ae 2 3 5 10 9 ‘as - 9 1 1 4 
Martha Tilton....Capitol........... .. zt ie + 6% 10 1 Rey re ee 
WN as aso k.c ch ibe kone See Robbins....... Engle-Stafford....Capitol........... .. 2 9 2 9 7 3 7 2 4 6 3 
I Have But One Heart.............. Barton........ Vic Damone...... Mercury.......... 2 6 1 is - 8 7 i + 2 3 2 
ee i eee OPEL Gs, COO Supreme...... Francis Craig..... OS eae 10 8 6 9 4 i 1 1 ae 8 a 7 
Ain’t Cha Comin’ Back............ Sinatra: ss Frank Sinatra....Columbia........ 4 4, ee be 55 , ; 4 3 1 . +8 4 oe 
Peggy Lee........ Cap... ... Peet’. ts Tr ids 5 ‘ ea - 5 
Feudin’ & Fightin’....... Sac eT y Chappell...... Dorothy Shay....Columbia......... .. ee eee 8 a’ ene eae ; 8 
‘ Je Stafford.......: OU ee Si ‘= oa 5 3 10 
TOU MRNGS. 6 56 25.60 ce prec asdeees > sb OURS 66s can Vaughn Monroe. . Victor............ 6 a) ‘ 7 10 5 6 4 ‘ e 
Crosby-Andrews. .Decca............ 7 3 a % my . 
I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her........ E. B. Marks...Perry Como...... hi a ee ee 9 8 ay 10 6 3 10 6 ; 
Ted Weems....... MOOG. 635 65.0000 +% 7 $e ° ee ° as . 
Ray Noble........ 2 ee ae ’ ea “x ig 9 7 
When You Sweet 16................ Shapiro-B..... Perry Como...... WENO ak cot chess 8 , 3 4 10 5 10 
AD JeweR: 2... 2. 2 Se eee Ric < us 7 ‘* e 
Ot eee eee ere eae ee Feta secehess Burke-V. H....Vic Damone..... HRMGEONEED 5 cco sa cas 3 a 5 ee . ‘ 7 3 ° 
4 Jo Stafford....... 3 Rr a 9 ore ée oe pia oe . 
Vaughn Monroe.. Victor............ 9 a : ’ 
Oh My Achin’ Heart............... RRA Mills Bros........ _ Seer . 2 2. ; 
Jack Smith... M-G-M........... ¥ 7 a 
I Wish I Didn’t Love You........... Paramount.... Dinah Shore...... oo | ee A 6 5 ¢ 10 “e 
Betty Hutton..... CNOOE.  iavdiads $ és = ie 3 . 
Helen Forrest....M-G-M........... .. 5 5 . es 
I’m So Right Tonight............... Jo Stafford....... or an 3 re 8 “* 
; Dinah Shore...... Columbia. .:..;... 5 ‘ .s 
Come to Mardi Gras............... Southern...... Freddy Martin... Victor............ ‘ 2 9 eae *8 
ge. aa eee i ae Sam Donahue.... Capitol........... 7 ‘, 4 ea 3 . 
Fe |) Sear i ae Frankie Laine....Mercury.......... .. Py ay 5 ie 7 9 
AS, sah bale ete g:ais-a' ce ae Triangle..... Sammy Kaye..... i | Pee s 5 rn . 
Ne eA eee Martin. . . Freddy Martin... .Victor.+.......... 10 8 7 
Tony Pastor...... RII «56's 05.00 0's . e, 4 P 1 
I Miss You So...... SAP aT ’" Fee King Cole Trio... Capitol........... " 8 “re 
What You Doing New Year’s........ Famous....... Margaret Whiting Capito)........... . ‘% 4 
Se ‘i: er ° os rT os 9 te 
EN EET a Ae Sarr ee 1 Ee Dinah Shore...... fea 2 
Ragtime Cowboy Joe.............. Robbins....... Eddy Howard..... |. Serer . > A 3 penne 
SI PI ss vias cacees canst Capitol........ Nellie Lutcher... Capitol........... 7 7 — 
i ¥ 2 Seeaeeeae ae POTS Milene........ Eddy Arnold..... Victor............ 4 
OO are Paramount....Danny Kaye...... aie rm a - ~ : = - -__——— 
He’s a Real Gone Guy.............. Criterion......Nellie Lutcher... Capitol........... . > - 5 2 S ae, 
Apple Blossom Wedding............ Shapiro-B..... Sammy Kaye.....Victor............ F zs . = 7" _ — — ‘ 
SS FERRE Chappell...... Tony Martin...... ENT bake snndead ° - . es es . 8 . . eae 
As Long as I’m Dreaming.......... Burke-V. H....Andy Russell... .. ere me a a ; “ _— _. ; -__— 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers fotai 
rocks. Gach Os tene 
Hotel Playe > . 

atlnnes Ennis... Astor Roof (850; $1-$1.25).........: 5 3,700 16,475 
Jack Fina. ....... Waldorf (400; $2) .... .. «seee-eee. 3.300 20,450 
Claude Thornhill. .Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)....... rae | 2,450 2,450 
Jerry Wald*...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 7 1,400 9,000 
Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)... 20> noe 950 40,675 
Orrin Tucker. .... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)..........-- 2 2,250 4,700 





*Ice Revue at New Yorker. —Ginny Simms at Waldorf 


Chicago 


Del Courtney (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 1,100; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Neither hopping mercury nor heavy rains did closing weeks here any 


good. Dwindled to 11,700. 


Freddie Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), Lib- | 


erace and Michael Douglass steady at 3,700. 


Benny Strong (Boulevard Room, 


Stevens: 650; $3.50 min.-$1 


Second florist gathering in two weeks helped to better than good, 3,500. 


Charlie Ventura (College Inn; 


Okay 4,300. 


Sherman 
gives way Sept. 17 to new Jose Melis orch, 


900: $2-$3.50 min.). Ventura 
Frankie Laine will headline 


Los Angeles 


Eddy Howard (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


rs 


Excel.ent 2,500 cove 
Lukewarm 1,800 tabs. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 540; $3.50 min.) 
night (Tuesday), Mitzi Green and Jackie Miles replace. 


Carmen Miranda exits to- 
Good 6,000. 





cover). | 


J 
| 





Carnegie Folk Concert 


Folk music concert will be staged 
at Carnegie Hall, New York, Sept. 
18-19 for the first time, bringing in 
artists who are heavy 
in the south and midwest but few 
of whom have ever played N. Y. 


Promoter is Sol Gold. Scale is $1.80 | Ain’tcha Ever Comin’ Back.... 
to $3.60. He claims to have a nut/| All My Love 


of $7,500 for the two nights. 

Ernest Tubb and Texas Troubadots 
will head the talent, which consists 
of a good portion of the “Grand 
Ole Opry” radio show. With him 
will be Leon and Jimmie Short, 
Minnie Pearl, Radio Dot and Smoky 
Swann, and Rosalie Alien, WOV, 
N. Y., disk-spinner and RCA-Victor 
recording name. Short duo is with 
Decca. 


Mercer, De Sylva 
Resign Cap Posts 
In $100,000 Saving 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Buddy De- 





Johnny Mercer and 


Sherman Hayes (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Band’s first week very | Sylva last week lightened the burden 


satisfactory 3,100. 


Henry King (Aragon; 90c-$1.15 adm.). 


fortable 15,800. 


Johnny Long (Trianon; 90c-$1.15 adm.). 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.” 


Nearing last round with com- 


Neat 17,200. 
Buddy Lester rounding 


up his share of biz in town with 5,000. 





(Los Angeles) 


Lawrence Welk (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 3d wk). 


mishes. 
Frankie Masters (Casino Gardens, 
stub buyers. 
Jimmy Dorsey (Palladium, 
10,000 admishes, okay. 


B, 


AL DONAHUE FORMING. * GAC Cracks Ansley Hotel, 


NEW ALL-HUB BAND 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
Al who has spent the 


past four years on the Coast, work- 


Donahue, 


ing 
turns to his home-town—Boston— 
Oct. 1. Being a member of the Bos- 
ton local of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, Donahue will form 
a local combo and go into the To- 
tem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass., which this summer has used 
comparatively few name combos as 
against past years, preferring to get 


along (and nicely, too) with home- | : 
| the Music Corp. of America strong- 


town outfits. 


In conjunction with working the | 


Totem Pole, Donahue, who before 
the war operated an extensive boat- 
booking agency out of N. Y., will 
open an office in Boston. He'll sup- 
ply musicians and bands for Coast- 
wise steamers out of that port as 
against his previous decision to re- 
sume in N. Y. His new combo for 
the dance job will be composed of 
four fiddles, five sax, four brass, four 
rhythm and Charlene Bartley, vo- 
ealist. 


Hollywood, 2d 


| MCA 
locations and one-nighters, re- | 





Excellent 7,500 ad- 


B, Ocean Park, 3d wk). Nice 5,000 


Ww k - 


Atlanta, with Foster, Carle 


of the warborn Capitol Records by 
stepping down as president and 
chairman of the board, respectively, 


b.o. draws | erage 


| 





Songs With Largest Radio Andie 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov. 
Index Survey of: Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Net 


Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman Sense 
Survey Week of September 5-11, 1947. 7 
Cts ba Vo esebevee-bes ces -natra 
ry eh Rey tase hee Pheer leees + Seses-cbe b>. eearme 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”.............0++-FOx 
An Apple Blossom Wedding.... ee yee »eecece ove. Shapiro-B 
As Long As I'm Dreaming—?t“Welcome Stranger’”..... ..».- Burke-VH 
ie PRES nt. vats paeea pe PT PEMLE OR Pe ereke Ee Ca Sar owes Miller 
Ask Anyone Who -RnOWS, cicceectedeses + tee saccdeecenn ....Witmark 
Se MROR 6 560% 0s i eh weak Ow OFT ec NASS CER RAL Rae Obs. Keds Oxford 
Demme Te the Berd! GISS: 55.5 cs be sos's 6454 asa. bo . Southern 
Don’t Tell Me—7“Hucksters” ....... hed ste .. Robbins 
Feudin’ and Fightin’-—i“Sons O’ Guns”.. ....Chappell 
For Once In Your Life ' wee ..Dreyet 
Fun And Fancy Free—;"Fun And Fancy Free” Santly-Joy 
{ Have But One Heart Erte LETT eee Barton — 
{ Wish I Didn’t Love You So—7“Perils of Pauline” ........Paramount 
{ Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now—i"I Wonder Now”..,...E. B. Marks 
Je Vous Aime—i“Copacabana” ..........-.. sshcuna ..Crawford 
Just An Old Love of Mine ae, OOS 
Lady From 29 Palms,.........+ Martin 
Love and the Weather : wr . -Berlin 
My Heart Is a Hobo—;“Welcome Stranger”.......... Burke-VH 
Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s Rainbow” ..Crawford 
On Thee AVGma.yo c's na ics: obese Se Ged cy Chae OOS CRE TT be Leeds 
On The. Old Spanish -Trall. cccssccsvas ite 625 6¥0 5055 Peter Maurice 
Peg 'O My Héart-..65 . 66sec anien .. Robbins 
Tallahnssee—7“Vabiety Gig vcs cna cee cs 6 Mace shes ...Famous 
That's My Desite’¢... cs. «oWitteecncs in’ 5 ae ataraete ....Mills 
When You Were Sweet Bixteen. . cic. sess. -.cécebepeetaes: Shapiro-B 
WE IEOTIIOOL TOUTE os. a Be nce kc hss 00s 190+ 0% Cop pean ¢ Miller 
| You Do—;“Mother Wore Tights”.......:..ccccve BVC 


| 


thereby saving the outfit some $100,- | 


000 annually. Glenn Wallichs, who 
since the outset of Capitol has been 
its executive v.p., stepped into Mer- 
cer’s spot, DeSylva’s position has not 


yet been filled. Wallichs, actually, 
had been exerting mosfof the effort 
in managing the company since its 


| inception. 


Hovered around 


General Artists Corp. took another | 
swipe at Music Corp. of America last | 


week when it cracked a spot which 
heretofore had been a more or less 
exclusive. It got into the 
Ansley hotel, Atlanta, which never 
before has uséd a GAC band. 
Ansley plays Chuck Foster's or- 


Mercer’s and DeSylva’s_ resigna- 
tion is mainly to cut down operating 
expenses. Capitol, like all other disk 
manufacturers, has been hit hard by 
the summer slump in record sales, 
although three new artists, Tex Wil- 
liams, Red Ingle and Nellie Lutcher, 
went a long way towards alleviating 


| Deep Valley—7‘Deep Valley” 


Capitol’s situation. Nevertheless, the | 


fact that Capitol hasn’t the vast 


| standard catalog of Victor, Columbia 


|and Decca has 


chestra for two weeks beginning Oct. 
| stepped out of the positions which 


1 and Frankie Carle’s outfit for a 
similar period opening next March 
3. 
GAC Gets In On Coast, Too 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
General Artists Corp. has cracked 


hold, Ar&gon ballroom, Santa Moni- 
ca, for the first time. Agency got a 
foot in the door last week after 
Butch Stone combo was paid off, by 
setting Benny Lagasse eechestre in 
spot as relief band with Lawrence 
Welk. More solid wedge was in- 
serted when Hal Derwin orchestra 
was set as top liner starting Sept. 23. 
Derwin will hold large letters until 
Harry Owens comes in at Septem- 
ber’s end. Derwin then goes over to 
relief. 


ANOTHER 


os 


7 





mitigated against it 


during the sales drop, which 


has | 


been easing niceby in recent weeks. | 


While 


paid them approximately 
each last year, according to Capitol’s 
own financial report, they will re- 


The remaining 23 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio Networks. 


Published by the Office of Research, Inc. Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Across the Alley From the Alamo..,........eecee+08 . Capitol 
Pe Ge BEG. eres vi sins obs cs bese eae 63 poe 0 vateowneeene . +..-Bourne 
SC OOUEE  oouc hha web bbae + beees EEO ET ea +0 hte satel reese ce &3 ABC 


Remick 


Echo Said “No” Lombardo 
Every So Often Peo eee TC TEE. ee? OC eee Warren 
Ev'rybody And His Brother.. .. BMI 

I Want To Be Loved Mf Pee Oe ..Melrose 

I Wonder I Wonder I Wonder....... .Robbins 

By sees PERSE. PEMG, WY EEMOW « vn a Bln< «0 EEC Se wen 6 hk caer Mutual 
WIRE. Pane MOU, 66 u cag deoceces ..Morris 
Kate a oe we es fou .. Berlin 
Lazy Countryside—jf"Fun, Fancy Free”’....... . .Santly-Joy 
SL EOE FONG Hi, o ciate a ahd ge Gg ote) > 6 PRTG RES hs 8c cTeee Feist 

My Ee Re ee Beverly 
Oh My Achin’ Heart............ ...Mood Music 
Pasig BY “<6 <s3is CT PRE oe a F . Chappell 
| Red Silk Stockings and Green Perfume........ Morris 
ROIVIGIEG®, CITRORE. Se Pa bo ates eis Breaks sos cies ieee oe American 
So Far— "Allegre inripiicstxs debs awhas ..Williamson 
FOMOLTOW 5. -cee cuenta ee Re Oa .Morris 
When Tami’ 30 Se POO es owe obese cece g ewes Oxford 
OW CO Be ne IIE. « s Bace «. owas boned sc ccaceucpese Feist 


Mercer and DeSylva have | 


$50,000 | 


tain their interest in the company. | 
Mercer holds some 92,000 shares of | 


stock in the firm, with DeSylva and 
Wallichs each holding sdme 85,000. 
This represents 70% of the com- 
pany’s outstanding shares. 

It has been said in recent weeks 
that Mercer has been anxious to 
drop front-office duties at Cap 
order to find more time for song- 
writing and other professional ac- 
tivities. That may be so, but the 
angle in so far as the company is 
concerned is the coin-saving. De- 
Sylva, who has been ill, has not been 
active, comparatively, in the direc- 
tion of the company for some time. 


|ert Scott and Red Lige Turner. All|) Famous, 


in | 


| 
| 


| 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musicat. 
(Copyright Office of Research, Inc., New York) 





| NEW BALTO, BALLROOM 
BOWS WITH BOTHWELL 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 

Elaborate new ballroom here, The 
will open Sept. 25, with 
three groups will have initial disks; Johnny Bothwell orchestra set for 
released before Oct. 1. [two weeks. Newly built, with a 

Glosson, hillbilly harmonicaist, is | large capacity, dancery will feature 
at present emcee of the Renfro Val-| name bands for long runs with 
ley Barn Dance, and formerly a|Saturday and Sunday matinees 
member of the WLS National Barn, planned. 
Dance here. Scott's worked - with 


hey ‘ Lou Shecter and Mortie Baker, 
Ted Fio Rito orch and the Milt Herth | currently interested in film theatres 
Trio. Turners, singing duo, is now 


rs, and bowling alleys here, head up the 
on WLW, Cincinnati. group behind the new venture. 


Mercury Signs Several 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Newest talent in the Mercury | 
Records’ stable’ includes recently | 
pacted artists, Lonnie Glosson, Rob- | 











{Melody based; on o theme from “Street $cene”} 


Lyric by Harold Adamson * Music by Alfred Newman 


Themed as background throughout 20th Century-Fox’s 


“KISS OF DEATH’ 


> SENTIMENTAL RHAPSODY has created the same kind of public enthusiasm 
shown last Spring for “‘Mam’selle” and previously for “Laura”! In first-run 


disc jockeys and juke box operators have 
we are scheduling an all-out campaign! 


screenings millions of movie fans, 
responded so sensationally that 
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Title , 
WHO'S KISSING HER....... 
PEG O’ MY HEART... jo 
WISH I DIDN'T LOVE SO... 
LADY FROM 29 PALMS..... 
NEAR YOU .... 
WHEN YOU SWEET 16...... 
I HAVE BUT ONE HEART. 
FEUDIN’ AND FIGHTIN’.... 
THAT'S MY DESIRE 
APPLE WEDDING 


s+. eeee 


4449444446 444444444444444040404 





15 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Sept. 13) 


Writers Publishers 
(Hough-Adams) €E. B. Marks 
(Bryan-Fisher ) Robbins 
(Frank Loesser) Paramount 
(Allie Wrubel) Martin 

(Craig-Gold) Supreme 
(James Thornton) Shapire-B 
(Farrow-Symes) Barton 

(Lane-Dubin ) Chapprlil 
(Loveday-Kresa) Mills 
(Kennedy-Simon) Shapiro-B 


WHIFFENPOOF SONG (Pomeroy-Galloway ) Schirmer-Feist 

ASK ANYONE WHO KNOWS (Seiler-Marcus) Witmark 

SMOKE, SMOKE, SMOKE... (Travis-Williams) American 

TALLAHASSEE ° . (Frank Loesser) Famous 

YOU DO <cassceve Coee-csece . (Myrow-Gordon) BVC z 
FH 9OOFFO464O464 


DIRECTOR PITT SETS 
UP TALENT AGENCY 


Merle Pitt, 


musical 


for many years 


of Merle Pitt Agency. 

While conducting it, Pitt will con- 
tinue with some of the work he has 
been doing, particularly transcrip- 
tions, private parties, etc. 


Martin Changes Mind On 
Eastern Dates After Tour 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Freddy Martin’s hesitancy over 
making summer road trips into east- 
ern theatres and one-nighters be- 
tween runs at the Cocoanut Grove 
of the Ambassador hotel here ap- 
parently were dissolved in his re- 
cent successful tour. Band has been 
renewed by the Strand theatre, New 
York, for a minimum of three weeks 
and options for two to be played 
some time next summer, 

With Martin's return to the Strand 





ai 
director at WNEW, New | 
York, has opened a talent agency. | 
He has set up offices in N. Y. to 
service various fields under the title 





‘Seven Years On Air 
Is Paying Off Big For 
3 Suns on Road Trip 


burgh, Sept, 16. 
Talk of the music belt here is the 
record-breaking business being done 
lby the Three Suns at Bill Green’s 
‘last two weeks. Trio tumbled every 
| past mark in gross and attendance at 


| big dancery, which in past years has 


Pitts 


|played some of the biggest name 
| bands in the business. 
Added factor was the good-| 


weather breaks that permitted Green 
to use Terraced Gardens most of the 
| time (capacity outdoors is dofible in- 
doors). Evén so, there 
away crowds every night. Final 
week-end saw over 1,000 -hholdouts. 
There had been some temerity on 


Green’s part about buying such a| 


|small combo for his spot, accus- 
| tomed to big outfits, and as a precau- 
ition he also booked Buddy Waples 
|band. Latter wasn’t necessary, how- 
| ever. 

Trio has been doing big biz every- 





| ing its seven- 


were turn-| 


Maestro Trask Burned 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
Clyde Trask, orchestra leader 
from Fort Mitchell, Ky., narrowly 


escaped with his life last Tuesday 
(9) when the excursion steamer 
Island Queen, on which Trask and 
his band were being featured, blew 
up at foot of Wood street dock. 
Catastrophe cost the lives of at least 
20 members of the crew. 

Trask was the only member of 
his band aboard at the time, other 
musicians having gone into town. 
He was talking by ship-to-shore 
phone to Cincinnati when the blast 
came, aid immediately jumped into | 
the water from boat’s fourth deck. | 
He was painfully burned about the | 
body. 

Maestro lost his entire library in | 
the blaze and all the outfit’s instru- | 
ments were also destroyed. Island | 
Queen had just come to Pittsburgh 
|}a couple of days before for a week | 
|of moonlight excursions. Cause of 
blast was believed to have been a 
|spark from an_ electric welding 
|machine, which ignited cleaning 
| fluid, which in turn blazed into the 
} more than 30,000 gallons of fuel oil 
lin the hold. ; 


AFM Awaits Rule 











In Island Queen Fire! 


= ~~ ap 
Music Not 

Mose Gumble, dean of songpluggers, due in Hollywood on annual 
junket....Berle Adams, who recently quit as talent-and-tracking direc. 
tor of Mercury Records, entering western-music publishing by buying 
into Freddie Stricker’e Fairway Music Co.....King Records opened 
branch offices in New York, Chicago and Charilotte....Ernie Praegey 
sales head of Robbins-Feist-Miller, in Hollywood confabbing with firm’, 
Coast reps, Eddie MacHarg and Artie Mehlinger... Hoagy Carmichae] 
sliced two sides for Decea Monday (15)....Harry Richman, during cur. 
rent run at Ciro’s, Hollywood, etching album of oldies for Decca... 
Alfred Newman cutting album for Majestic of score of 20th-Fox’s 
“Capiain From Castile,” using 110-piece symph on eight sides... Bel) 
Records, Honolulu waxery which specializes in hula tunes, joined the 
United Artists combine of small labels....Martha Tilton cutting two 
for Majestic today (Wed.)....Paul Cunningham, of Broadway Music, 
making the Hollywood rounds....Jimmy Dorsey sliced four faces for 
M-G-M Records Monday (15)....Allan Ross new contact on Coast for 
Peter Maurice Music; spot Ross vacated in moving from World Music 
is unfilled. ...Julie Losch now Hollywood rep for Bobby Mellin Music. . 





| Herb Jeffries waxed four for Exclusive....Bob Reichenbach added to 


sales-promotion staff of Mayfair Transcriptions, on Coast....Peggy Lee 
last weck tracked two for Capitol, backed by Frank DeVol ork. First 
time she ever has larked when not backed by her husband's (Dave 
Barbour) combo....Tommy Valando general prof. mgr. of Santly-Joy, 


in Hollywood for brief visit. see: te 
IMPORTER SETS BANDS 


Vido Musso Quits New 
FOR HAWAIIAN DATES 


Kenton Crew to Pick 
More work for U. S. musicians 


Up Combo in Midwest 
looms in Hawaiian Islands, as result 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Vido Musso quit Stan Kenton’s or- | of J. R. Powers Importation Co. de- 
chestra late last week, as the band | cision to import Yank combos for 


: > : : 
was about to.go into rehearsals since | both one-niters and locations. Pow- 








its breakup last spring, when Ken-| ers outfit normally is engaged in 
ton suffered physical breakdown. | general merchandising biz in Hono- 
Tenor man flew to Chicago over lulu, but now is embarking on the 

sideline. Firm plans to tour combos 





By Treasury On 
Form B Contract 


weekend to pick up a 15-piece band 
|which he will front for McConkey 
j} agency. He already has been booked 
ito open two weeks at Club Contin- 


through the larger isles of the Ha- 
waiian group, thus supplying three 
months’ solid work. Fares by air 
both ways will be paid by buyer. 


not 2. 





ental, Milwaukee, Oct. 6 at $2,750 


Already set is an eight-piece or- 


American Federation of Musicians 
will do nothing about revising the 
official contract it currently pre- 
scribes for use by band agencies for 
bookings involving musicians. This 
pact is, of course, the Form B blank, 


| where else it has played since break- which was outlawed by the U. S. 
year run at the Picca- | Supreme Court in a decision several 


set, there’s no question but that he | dilly hotel, New York, early this months ago in the case of the Crystal 


expects to hit the road again next 
year. In the past, he had always 
been wary of eastern theatres, etc. 
His recent date at the Strand was 
his first one at a major Broadway 
vaudfilmer. 
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; summer. 
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3 SUNS TO SHINE 
| ON ONE-NIGHTERS 


Three Suns, who have run into 
|more or less unexpectedly hot b.o. 
/reaction on their current trip 
| through various location jobs in the 
east. are being set to tackle one- 
| nighters. Trio, which hit the road 
lthis summer after seven straight 
‘years of broadcasting from the 
| Piceadilly hotel, N. Y., and a group 
of hit recordings for Majestic and 
| RCA-Victor, will work single dates 
‘through the south for a_ couple 
| weeks. 
| Music Corp. of America will pack- 
age the trio with an as-yet unse- 
| leeted band to work dance jobs, and 
is selling the combo for $1,500 night- 
ly guarantees against percentages. 


Wayne King’s Air Disks 
Cue Band Concerts 


Wayne King’s orchestra will take 
advantage of a long air promotion 
he has gotten via transcriptions, 
having set his band for a string of 
straight concert dates, starting in 
Milwaukee next week (20) and 
ending mid-November in the east. 

Dates currently cover 24 cities, 
and of all the entire string of work- 
ing days only four are still to be 
filled. 
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Ballroom, Dubuque, Ia., vs. the U. S. 
Internal Revenue Department. 


Band agencies, which have been 
anxious for a new blank, were told 
last week at the AFM’s international 
executive board meeting that the 
{union would do nothing about the 
| contract blank until the U. S. Treas- 
jury dispatches its long-awaited 
| directive as to their procedure on a 
course which will not call for deduc- 
tions from musicians’ salaries of 
withholding, social security and un- 
|}employment taxes. 


| Meanwhile, most band buyers are 
| simply attaching riders to contracts 
denying their liability for the taxes 
and making the bandleaders in- 
volved responsible. These riders 
; the agencies want to eliminate, 





Murray Vice Tasker As 
Vitacoustics Talent Head 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Maurice Murray, Chicago ABC 
producer-director, has been named 
head of talent and production at 
Vitacoustic Records. He replaces 
George Tasker, who recently re- 
signed to go with Universal Record- 
ing Company. It will be a part time 
set-up for Murray, as he will con- 
tinue to do production for the net- 
work. 


Art Ward, manager of the Honey- 
dreamers, is another newcomer at 
Vitacoustic. He will handle public 
relations. Ward was formerly a part- 
ner in the Brooks, Selb & Ward pub- 





Lyric by EDWARD LANE 


LISTEN — LISTEN!! 


* SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1947 
NBC—-Coast-to-Coast—5:30 P.M., E.D.S.T. 


MEL TORME 
Accompanied by WALTER GROSS and His Orchestra 
INTRODUCES 


“BOULEVARD OF MEMORIES” 


ON THE “TORME TIME" PROGRAM 
Written and Produced by BOB MOSS 


Music by JOHN JACOB LOES 





RKO BUILDING sd 


Herb Reis, Hollywood 





Professional Material Available at 
MUTUAL MUSIC SOCIETY, INC. 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 


LEO TALENT 
General Manager 


sy 


° NEW YORK 


Bert Braua, Chicage 


indie 





lic relations agency, Minneapolis. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Sept. 11) 








Now Is the Hour..Keith Prowse 
Sorrento 24s «sc 4 ROO 
People Will Say ...... Chappell 
Little Old Mill ............ Dash 
Guilty fessesoer, Bo 
OS a iets aes Sun 
I Believe ........ Ed. H. Morris 
Got Sun in Morning ...., Berlin 
Mamselle ......... F. D..& H. 
Spanish Trail ...... P. Maurice 
} Souvenirs -.....L. Wright 
Garden in Rain .. .Connelly 
Second 12 
They Say li’'s Wonderful. . Berlin 
Gal in Calico Feldman 
Heartaches .......,... Connelly 





Beautifuf Morning 
Anniversary Song 
| Marianne Southern 
| Donegal . Leeds 
Time After Time .Ed. H. Morris 
Little Tenderness . ...Connelly 
My Adobe Hacienda ..Southern 
Nicaragua 
Violetia 


....Chappell 
-.. Connelly 








chestra headed by jazz vet CeePee 
Johnson, which has inked to open 
in Honolulu Oct. 16, under Powers’ 
sponsorship. Johnson will get $1,500 
weekly for his combo. 


weekly, and to record eight sides for 
Chord Records, new Chicago odd- 
label. 


Kenton and his manager, Carlos 
Gastel, were stunned by Musso’s 
walkout. When Variety last monthi¢g 
revealed that Musso had inked a 
two-year pact with McConkey, story 
was discounted, especially after 
Musso came to Coast and had talks 
| with Kenton and Gastel. When the 
}saxman told Kenton the facts, Ken- 
j ton offered him $500 a week to stick. 
| This figure not only would have been 
ithe top salary for any sideman in | 
|any name band in country at pres- 
fent, it would have been more than 
|Musso will initially get leading his 
}own orch, as his contract with Mc- 
|Conkey guarantees him only $350 
| weekly at start. Musso admitted he 
| would make more sticking with Ken- 
ton, but he is figuring primarily on 
being leader of Own group. 

















TRULY A STANDARD 


TRUE 


By WALTER G. SAMUELS 
end LEONARD WHITCUP 





SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 


TOMMY VALANDO, Gea. Pre. Mer 
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| Musso long has wanted to front 
|his own crew. Late last winter he 
| quit Kenton and rounded up an out; 
fit, playing a month at Meadowbrook | | 















Gardens ballroom here. After that, MY GAL SAL 
with no other dates lined up, he IF | HAD MY WAY 
disbanded and rejoined old outfit. SIDEWALKS 


When Kenton broke up aggregation 
‘due ta his iliness last April, Musso 
|formed a sma!l combo and played 


OF NEW YORK 
JUST A DREAM OF 


|some midwest dates, booked by Gen- YOU, DEAR 
| eral Artists. It was at that time that LET ME CALL YOU 
‘he signatured the deal with Mc- SWEETHEART 


All Material Available 


| Conkey, 


Over weekend, Kenton frantically 
began search for a replacement for 
the man he long featured. Among 
| bids which have been wired is an 
loffer to Flip Phillips, now in east 
prepping to resume with Norman 
Granz’s “Jazz at The Philharmonic” 
jazz-concert troupe. 
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BEST SELLERS 


PEG O' MY HEART (CLARK, 
Columbia). 

That's My Desire (Laine, Mercury). 

When You Were Sweet 16 (Como, 
Victor). 

| Wonder, | Wonder, 1 Wonder 
(Armstrong, Victer). 

Tallahassee (Cresby, Decca). 

Feudin' 'n' Fightin’ (Shey, Colum- 
bia). 








New Jersey Gets Lesson 
In Taft-Hartley Effect 


An example of tHe effect of the 
Taft-Hartley Bill on musicians and 
the public took place last week at a_ 
spot in New Jersey which eaters to 
wedding parties and similar shindigs. 
This spot has many different private 
ballrooms. In one. on the night in | 
question, a union band was operat- | 
ing, while in another two non-union 
outfits were alternating 























A delegate of the American 
Federation of Musicians stepped into 
the party for which the two non- 
union combos were performing and 
demanded of the sponsors of the af- 
fair and its participants that the un- 
affiliated crews be dismissed. He 
was emphatically told that the T-H | 
act made it permissable for a non- 
union hand 
terference and 
He did. 


A HIT SONG DESERVES 


A HIT TULE PAGE 


POP. TITLE PAGES CIRCULARS 
STOCK TITLE PAGES ADS 
ALBUM COVERS FOLIOS 
ILLUS. SONG BOOKS CATALOGUES 
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to operate without in- 


to get lost pronto. 








Carolyn Hector, former dancer 
with La Meri, and Chet Milar, have 
formed a terp-twain, opening Sept. 
} 12 at the Glenn Rendezvous, New- 
‘port, Ky. 
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Personal Management 


DON_W. HAYNES 
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terseesssecoooes Big CoinLures Busse 

3 4 
; On the Upbeat 4 From Palace H., S.F. 
; } Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
” aaa | Henry Busse orchestra, long ago 


New York 


Frances Foster joined Bobby 
Byrne's orchestra, which goes into 
Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans. to- 
morrow (Thursday) Frank 


bone . Dick Jurgens began 14th 
week at Clarement hotel, Berkeley. 
Cal. . .. Danny Cameron named as 
Coast rep of new Ben Bloom Music. 
Bloom still in Hollywood . . 
Kenton’s reorganized band, 
posed of almost identical number of 
men as former outfit, will have a 
payroll just as large, approximately 
$5,000 Erskine Hawkins band 
forgot it was to take a train from 
Omaha to the Coast last week and 
sat at Dreamland Hall waiting for 
usual bus while train moved out 
without them .. . Irving Fields trio 
doing RCA-Victor program Nov. 2 

Jo Stafford named “Queen” of 


Sunday’s (21) first annual shindig of | 
Reiail Reeord Dealer's Assn. at Man- | 
. Russ Case | 
to handle all conducting for Perry | 


hettan Center, N. Y... 


Como and Beryl Davis in future. 





Hollywood 


Stan Kenton’s, reformed band has 
guitarist Lauriendo Almiedo, who 
recently came. here from South 
America and sweated out Local 47 
ecard. At first rehearsal, he showed 
up with an interpreter . . Anita 
O'Day, current at Club Troubadour, 
N. Y., inked for stand at Red Feather 
here, Oct. 21 ... Charles Drake new 
sex-clarinetist with Frankie Masters, 
current at Casino Gardens ‘ 
Frances Wayne opens stand at Thea- 
tre Club, Oakland tomorr night 
(Wednesday) . Tom ettering, 
Frederick Bros.’ veepee, in from 
New York for 10 days .. . Duke El- 
lington, currently one-niting along 
Coast, has nixed bid of $8,500 to play 
a week of one-nighters in Hawaii. 


Island promoter J. R. Powers, who | 
pitched bid, would underwrite the | 


$6,000 cost of flying entire Ellington 
ensemble to Honolulu and back. One 
prime reason Duke nixed was air- 
travel angle, since his outfit never 
has been airborne in its meander- 
ings. Trip by boat, roundtrip, would 














GEORGE PINCUS 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


EXACTLY 
LIKE 
You © 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 





jhave taken 10 days and caused Toss booked for an eight-week stand 
|of solid skein of dates already lined | starting Nov. 13 at Palace hotel, San 


-erous Capito] Records’ crews, has and Was granted a release from date 
‘bought a small roadhouse near near | py the inn. Prompting Busse to bid 


Dailey recovered from broken ankle- | Central City, Colo. Spot, presently for freedom was an offer to span 


' shuttered, 


: Stan | 
com- | 























BLUE 
‘| (and Broken Hearted) 


Bing Crosby (Deeea 24114) 


IF IT’S TRUE 


Johnny Desmond-Page Cavanaugh Trio 
(Vietor 20-2312) 


e 
Skitch Hendersen's 


Sensational Instrumenial Recording 
(Cap. 441) 


DANCING WITH 
A DEB 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 











up ... Harry Babasin, bass habitu- 


ally with Benny Goodman and num- Francisco, at $3.500 per week, sought 





will be reopened by 
Babasin during next summer season. 
He will front a small combo there. 


several winter months, starting Dec. 
1, at Colonial Inn, Hollandale, Fla. at 
$5,500 weekly, the top location | 
trumpeter -leader has re- | 
ceived in long, long time. 

With Busse bowing out, GAC of- 
fice here over weekend edged into 
the Palace, booking Desi Arnaz, for | 








° money 
Chicago 

Johnny “Scat” Davis held over at 
Kentucky Club for an indefinite pe- 
riod . . . Pat Tully back at work for 
Burke-Van Heusen after being 


; 





bedded over a year following auto 14). Novy. 13-Dec. 24 period. William | 
(Continued on page 56) Morris, however, which long has 
ap os re held rather firm grip on Palace, 

muscled back in immediately after 


New Disk Jock Org 
Registered in N. Y. As 
Guild, Cueing Mild Beefs 


Chicago, Sept. 16. | e 
Latest development in the forma- oasi ites 


ition of the National Assn. of Disk 


Arnaz was set by selling Del Court- 
nev for an indef sffetch starting 
Xmas Day. Busse probably will play | 
ine hosteiry next spring. 





Jockeys is its registration in New ® 
|\York as a fraternal guild. Barry | ee wil 
Gray, of WOR, national chairman, 


following a trip to launch locals in | 
Chicago and Cleveland, said that the | 
first charters will be issued within | 
three weeks, probably to Chi., New | 
York, Cleveland and Los Angeles. 

When queried as to why the NADJ 
was registered in New York rather 


On Annual Mee 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Coast powwow of the 


Annual 


than here, Gray indicated it is American Society of Composers, | 
doubtful that Chi will continue oe Authers- ent Peblichace. held ted) 
national headquarters. Outfit was 
founded here and Chi has been con- , Thurs. (11), proved the briefest, | 


sidered the logical HQ because of 
its central location. Local jocks feel 


least argumentative meeting of so-| 
“~*~ elety ever held here. Presided over 
that although a New York shift py ASCAP prez Deems Taylor and | 
would be convenient for Gray, such | exec committee chairman Say | 
|a move would be ill advised because O'Connor, the get-together brewed | 
the same - bah — to es not a single argument, nor were any | 
successor, who mig ail from the | poets pitched. | 
western hinterlands. Some also felt | pe — i = = 
that a switch in headquarters would | _ et song-scribe L. Wolfe Gilbert, | 
convert the NADJ into an open and ome usually blew yi at least one | 
shut New York operation, and re- blast at each Coast session, made the 
sult in regional rivalries that would shortest speech he ever essayed— 
damage the group’s development. | merely asking fellow members to 
Officers elected to this city’s posts, ere him in brief prayer for the 
, : ee .’ many ASCAPers presently ill. Mel-| 
at a meeting Friday (12) were Eddie eee webs Sine: tein atte | 
|Hubbard, WIND, chairman; Dave sal tts ‘ th 4 k Fray ae 
'Garroway, WMAQ. secretary; and ‘°Y* C\CUESS tO Beep sha we 
:  conia | im order. } 
|Jack H. Cooper, free lance sepia é | 
jock, treasurer. Plans of the Chi Taylor cheered the Coast cleffers | 
\chapter include a jockey jamboree, by saying the Society had high hopes | 
| probably at the Stadium in October, | in 1947 of topping last year in rev-| 
which would feature all the town’s enue, when $8,000,000-plus was re-| 
spinners. This affair would be paral- | alized. The business meeting, to} 
leled in New York by a rally at which members only are admitted. | 
Madison Square Garden. Gray told ended in barely more than one hour | 
member of the Chi branch that the new Coast record for mecting brev- ! 
national board approves of immedi- ity. 
ate local fund raising campaigns, In the evening members and nuv-| 
subject of course to clearance by merous guests were dined, with! 
NADJ headquarters. | ASCAP picking up ‘the tab. Page| 
On the question of union affilia- Cavanaugh Trio, Connie Haines. | 
tion it was decided that NADJ should Dick Wesson, Danny Thomas and) 
bypass such a move, since it doesn’t Dennis Day entertained. Taylor and | 
plan to function as a bargaining O'Connor hied back to N. Y. over 
agent. However, the organization in- weekend. 
tends to ask for representation at 
the next AFRA convention. To date 


veered oho oll no opposition from | Sinatra, Jack Kapp 
Gripe on RCA Release 
Of “Alesro’ Score 


Frank Sinatra and Jack Kapp. | 
head of Decca Records, last week | 
took up the argument with Max 
| Dreyfus, head of the Chappell, 
| Crawford, T. B. Harms, musie com- 
bine, over the release by RCA-Victor | 
‘of tunes from the “Allegro” score. 











Gray also said that previously an- 
nounced plans for another election | 
within 90 days would have to be 
|}postponed because the national set- 
up of 14 chapters would not be per- 
|fected by that time. He also re- 
| ported that the latest batch of mem- 
i; bers included Paul Whiteman, Ted 
| Husing, Andre Baruch, Tommy Dor- 
sey, Bea Wain, and Robin Morgan, 
five-year-old .jockette at WOR. 














|Sinatra wired Dreyfus, Richard 














ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres 





ee ee ss alles Ri atte eed 


|’ DARDANELLE 


and her “MEN OF MUSIC” 
FOURTH MONTH 
HICKORY HOUSE, New York 
And Continuing 


Broadcasting—NBC—4 Times Weekly 
, RCA VICTOR Records Exclusively 


'Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II 
| a Sharp beef over the fact that Perry 
,Como’s Victor disks of the tune had 

been put on the market (which Vic- 

tor asserts are being withdrawn). 
| Basis of his objection is that he re- 

corded the tunes involved for Co- 
|lumbia Records and they are not yet 
released. 








Kapp took up his beef with Rodg- | 
ers and Hammerstein, too, as well | 
as talking with Dreyfus. He pointed | 
out to the writers that they had a 
responsibility in the matter. too, 
since they are 40% owners of the 
Williamson catalog. which will hold 
the copyrights from the “Allegro” 
score, which they composed. Show is 
now trying out pre-Broadway. 

While beef is due to the squawk 
_by Capitol Records’ Jim Conkling 
_and Manie Sacks, Columbia artists 
and repertoire head, who claimed 
that Victor has copies of the score 














,;and had recorded the tunes” before | 
any other disk manufacturer saw 
j them. They objected loudly and. the 


| highters after that, eventually work- 


dispyje, bas, snayxkalled ever supe, jicothing back hére ‘for ‘the holidays. 


ee 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Screen Composers Association, group of more than 100 of most active 
film scorers. will insist on adherence to a standard contract form of their 
own contrivance when signing with studios on single-picture deals. Advan. 
tages sought, which rarely were accorded in past, include composers get- 
ting rights to peddle pop rights to their scores, providing studio does 
not wish to so exploit a work; and extra coin for eieffer if score or part 
of it is used in another film in addition to one for-which it was written. 


SCA now has its legal rep, Leonard Zissu, drawing up another contract 
form for long-term pacts. The organization, which is not a union or 
affiliated with any other group, now is planning assault on the ASCAp 
system, hoping to get the Society to set up new royalty plan for screen 
composers. 

Music publishers are expressing a distinct affection for the new format 
of the Lucky Strike “Hit Parade,” which began its new season on CBS 
10 days ago. They feel that the show's new approach to the performance 
of pop songs, by Frank Sinatra, Doris Day, Ken Lane chorus and Axel 
Stordahl’s orchestra, is finally giving their songs a break. 


They point out that for years, during the B. A. Rolfe orchestra and 
Mark Warnow orchestra regimes, plus the leaning of the late George 
Washington Hill, American Tobacco prexy, toward fast tempi. their songs 
were badly performed. With Sinatra and Stordahl, et al. it's explained, 
ballads get actual ballad renditions, etc. This never happened before and 
they feel that the program; which has stirred up much controversy in 
the music business during recent years, is at last giving them a break. 





Eddie Miller, saxophonist featured by Gene Norman’s jazz conceri at 
Pasadena Civic Aud. last week (9), was given special permission by 
American Federation of Musicians to sit in on session. As a film 
studio musician who regularly earns more than $133 weekly, Miller is 
a quotaed member of union and hence under recently enacted rules 
cannot work one-niters or casual jobs. However, permission was secured 
when promoter Norman said job was non-competitive, that he would 
hire Miller or no one. This is first instance of unien okaying a casual 
job for any musician strapped by AFMs’ local quota-of-work law. 


David Raksin’s 450-page score for 20th-Fox’s “Forever Amber” will run 
118 minutes on the screen. Composer ground it out in eight and a half 
weeks when heat was put on him to get it out in a hurry inasmuch as a 
September release was planned for film. It backgrounds all 
minutes of the long film. Recording alone, which Alfred Newman wound 


|} up yesterday with a 100-piece orchestra, took three weeks. 


Add King Cole to the list of talent working out wordless vocals on 
disks. Cole recorded a tune called “That's What” for Capitol on which 
he does a riff vocal similar to that employed in recent months by Ella 
Fitzgeraid on “Lady Be Good,” and before that by Buddy Stewart with 
Gene Krupa’'s orchestra. 

WOATs singing cowboy star, Red River Dave, did four new sides for 
Continental Records in a WOAI studie, San Antonio, last week because 
comntitments prevented him from going to New York. Sides, soon to be 
released, are “Tear Drops in My Heart,’ “Cigarettes and Whiskey and 
Wild, Wild Women,” “A Rocky Mountain Lullaby,” and “Bottle Talk.” 


Butch Stone’s new combo was paid off in full by Aragon Ballroom, 
Ocean Park, Cal., although group only played one week of two called for 
by pact. Booking wound up in an amicable parting when it was decided 
that ballroom was too large ‘or small combo to cope with as relief for 
Lawrence Welk’s larger combo. 


Nabe BB-Dance Idea 
Applied to College 
Games with Name Orchs 3) = 7HAW EVE; 


Detroit, Sept. 16. cS sp so seanasneeannsae’ 

Lawrence Tech will experiment 
with the novel plan of using name 
bands to help lure basketball cus- 
Tickets for the 
games will also call for admission to 
dances which will be held in the 
gym immediately after the games. 

Athletic Director Don Ridler said, 
“We're out for a larger following, 
and since the bobby-soxers seem 
lukewarm to sports, but hot for 
bands we are going to link the two'| : 
together.” 

First two bands signed for the] > 3: 
dance-game combo are Eddie How- : f 
ard and Tommy Dorsey. Ridler said | °° 
only top name outfits would ve | ; gee 
bought. : , 

“We hope girls will drag boys to | SES 
the dances and the boys the girls to | 

THANKS 


the basketball games,” Ridler said | 
WILLIE BRYANT 


EDDIE and GEORGE 


CONTINENTAL OPENS 
NEW H'WOOD OFFICE TAILORS TO THE STARS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
New Continental Agency, com- 

When in the East Call or Wire 
for Representative with Samples 


posed of Jack Archer, Milt Deutsch 
and Abe Turchen, has opened offices 
305 8. Broad &t., Phila. 
PEnnypacker 56-1656 


in the Beverly-Wilshire hotel here 
and is already at work booking its 
talent. This includes Woody Her- 


man, who shifted from General 
Artists Corp. when he decided to go 
(That Cigarette) 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


back into the band business (his new 

band goes into rehearsal soon). 
9109 Sanset Bivd., Garet Kemere 
Holly wood 46, Cal. 55 W. 42 St., N.¥.C. 
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tomers next winter. 
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Archer will headquarter at the 
Beverly Hills site, Deutsch will work 
out of N. Y. and Turchen will stick 
close to Herman. 

Herman, incidentally, does not 
have a piece of the new booking 
organization despite the rumors that 
had him a part owner, which started 
immediately after his switch from 
GAC. His new band will debut Oct. 
17 at Pacific Square Aud, San Diego, 
and concentrate on Coast one- 


ing into the midwest in late fall and 
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NY. Agencies Find 


Florida Ban on ‘Alien’ Percenters 


New York agencies which look + 


‘to doing the usual winter 
ao business in Florida have 
worked out a plan to get around 
the recently enacted Florida law 
prohibiting agents from other states 
to do business there. 

Percenter offices are now sending 
agents down there on vacation. 
While “loafing” in Miami Beach 
there’s nothing to prevent them from 
discussing talent with bonifaces, and 
making deals. Only drawback is 
that the N. Y. talent rep must wire 
or phone the homeoffice to send 
contracts for signaturing. Some- 
times it’s an expensive way to book 
an inexpensive act. But overall, the 
method is working. 

First demonstration of the new 
method was given by Johnny Green- 
hut of the Music Corp. of America 
cafe dept. While on a recent vaca- 
tion in Miami, he got exclusive 
booking of the Clover Club, Miami 
Beach, in which he set Jackie Miles, 
William Morris act, for $4,500 start- 
ing Jan. 14, Vagabonds are on the 
same bill. 

Florida agents are howling about 


the loopholes in the law which per- | 


mits outside agents to conduct butsi- 
ness by letter, phone or wire, but 
there's little chance of remedy un- 
til the Florida legislature is in a 
position to consider amendments, 
which won’t be for at least another 
year. 

” Another disappointment to Florida 
agents is the fact that the Latin 
Quarter, Miami Beach, will continue 
to be booked by Arthur Fischer out 
of New York. Spot owned by E. M. 
Loew, New England theatre oper- 
ator who also owns half-interest in 
the N.Y. Latin Quarter, is slated to 





open Dec. 27. Preem show hasn't 
been set yet. 
aoa aenneaiel 





Slapsie Maxie’s, H’wood, 
Pacts Ella Logan, Murphy 


New syndicate operating Slapsie 
Maxie’s, Hollywood, is planning a 
heavy talent splurge if initial show 
on Oct. 16 is any criterion. Layout 
headed by Ella Logan and Dean 


Way to Straddle 





Murphy, includes Fred and Elaine 
Barry and Dick Stabile orch. 

Don. Loper, former dancer, who 
redecorated the spot, will do the 
production. 


Negro Unit Strands 
In Toronto When Expo 


Pittsburgh Cabana’s Booze 
License Suspended 60 Days 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Cabana Club entered‘ two-month 
dry spell over the weekend when 
Liquor Conjrol Board refused check 
for $600 from the operator, Theodore 
Suleski, in lieu of a 60-day suspen- 
sion of booze license. Suleski plans 
to. stay open for restaurant business 





Toronto, Sept. 16 








JAY SEILER 


Just Completed 
LAST FRONTIER 
LAS VEGAS, NEV. 
Currently 
FRONTIER CLUB 
DENVER, COLO. 
Week Sept. 28th 
OKLAHOMA FAIR 
MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 
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Servicing Theatrical Ward- 
robes for Individuals or 
Groups; Copies, New Designs, 
Replacements 


MONDELLE'S DRESS SHOP 
MRS. LILY MONTAGUE, Prop. 








97 St. Nicholas Ave., N.Y.C,. AC 2-9250 





only during his enforced prohibi- 
tion. a é up of the Canadian National Exhibi- 

In past, it’s been the usual thing] tion, 31 members of the “Harlem 
for niteries cited for violations to | Boogie-Woogie Revue,” 
pay $10 for each day of suspension | ception of Stepin 





Fetchit, star, are 


but Liquor Board has been cracking stranded here after a $5,000 attach- | 


| down lately and making nitery own- | 


ment was slapped on the company 
|ers take their suspensions instead. 
| 


by J. W. 
Club previously had had its li-| of C.NE. midway attractions, 
| cense revoked on a series of charges, The troupe, which was currently 
| but on Suleski’s appeal to county | to have been playing the Kansas 
| court, bench subsitiuted the 60-day | State Fair, are now sleeping in the 
| suspension instead. gymnasium and offices of the Afro- 
Community Church here, whose 
congregation is. also suppéping food 
until the performers can make their 
way back South. (Stepin Fetchit 
had enough funds to get back to 
Hollywood.) 





Fisher Collecting 
Overdue Commissions 
From Coronet, Philly 


Arthur Fisher, N. Y. indie booker, 
will collect $289 due him in booking 
fees from the Coronet, Philadelphia 
nitery, due to intervention of Amer- 


strains Eddie Hollinger, Chicago 
promoter of the show, to remove the 
outdoor theatre and two busses from 
the C.N.E. grounds, also states that 
| the cast is owed $3,000 back salaries, 





’ that there is $720 rental for a 
ican Guild of Variety Artists. } . “— “ie . Ma 
Fish eheadl ihe ' ; ‘6 sleeping car during the two weeks 
S ” ’ Ss 4 : | ~ « ” 
BNnCE DOOKE © Spot Prior | of the C.N.E., and that “over $3,000 
summer foldo. His contracts called | ie aa Saag 
| . | is owed Conklin. 
|for 5% booking fee on all acts | 


When 


| without settling with booker. he alled | PARTS BOITES READY 





|cOmplaint at AGVA. Union found 
'that although fees had been deducted FOR AUTUMN BIZ 
for Fisher, monies had not been for- 
warded. Paris, Sept. 9. 
With spot set to reopen in a couple | Though nitelife has not yet re- 
of weeks, AGVA informed Daniel | sumed full pace, the return of many 
| Gerson, operator, that Fisher would | people from vacation is causing ni- 
| have to be paid and settlement will | tery ops to prep for better business. 
| be made this week. At the Lido, Jean Pierre Guerin 


| ballroomologists, and the Barnards, 


Met, Providence, May music and comedy, both American 


Go Full Wk. Vaude Stand |2cts. Guerin. who is planning an 


| early trip to N. Y., has taken advan- 
Providence, Sept. 15. | tage of the summer closing to have 


| The Metropolitan theatre, Provi-| his dance floor elevated for better | 


dence, currently operating On 4 | showing of acts. 

| three day weekly policy, may go into In Montmartre, Tabarin is doing 
full weeks shortly. Now under con- | well, and benefits by the return of 
sideration is the plan to use a week- | the Trio Mexicano, adagio act which 
ly budget of around $5,000 weekly | spent the summer on 
for six acts, with increase when | and Italy. . 
names are available. More classy is Monseigneur, also 

Met is owned by Ralph Snyder, 


reopened within the last few days. 
who also owns the Bradford hotel, Ambassadeurs, which remained 
Boston. He_ recently signed for 


United Artists and Universal-Inter- 
national product, and hopes to 
bolster grosses with consistent vaude 
| policy. 


Ice Show to good biz. 


Union Lifts Unfair Ban 
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Truce was effected this week be- 
tween American Guild of Variety 
Artists and Max Barnholtz, operator 
of the 400 Club, St. Louis. The union 
countermanded its previous 
action after the spot signed a pact 
and posted $4.500 security to cover 
one-week salary of the Tncoming 
| show. 

Former operators of club had bond 


up at AGVA, which was refunded 
when the spot shuttered some 
months ago for the season. With 


the change of ownership, AGVA de- 
manded a new bond 
show, heaced by Connee Boswell, 
which preems there Sept. 28, 


Fischer Due Back Oct. 1 
To Map Tour for Mlle. Piaf 


Clifford C. Fischer, head of the | 
International Theatrical agency , 
; who’s been abroad for some time, | 
| will return to the U. S. Oct. 1 to 
make plans for appearance here of 
Edith Piaf, one of the more impor- 
|} tant French name singers developed 
| since the war. 
| Plans, so far, are indefinite, but 
it’s believed that Mlle. Piaf may do 
la one-person concert ala Maurice 
| Chevalier. She's expected to arrive 
in this country in November. | 


New N. J. Nitery | 


OKING 
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Curry, Byrd Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM” 


Joe Wright, former vaude unit | 
producer, has taken over Spinning | 
Wheel cafe, River Edge, N. J., and 
|after extensive alterations will open | 
‘spot as The Carousel. Partnered | 
|with Wright in the new enterprise | 
iis Samuel Liebow, N. J. attorney. | 
Policy will be modestly budgeted | 


| footshows, produced by Wright. 





—s CLUB-DATFS BARRY GREEN 








Dir. Attaches Effects: 


More than a week after the wind- | 


with the ex- | 


(Paddy) Conklin, director | 


The Conklin injunction, which re- 


| has resumed with the same bill as | 
| before closing, Harrisson & Fisher, | 


the Riviera 


open all summer, is still playing an 


When Nitery Posts Bond 


unfair | 


to cover the | 


More One-Nitery Towns Presage 
Less Playing Time for Top Price Acts 


Talent agency cafe departments; show topped by Johnny Howard. 
| believe that the price of top names! The Mayfair, also owned by Red- 
| will be levelled off before long be-| stone, is dark and plans indefinite. 
|cause of the fact that several key | Major Washington operation is 
cities show signs of becoming a one- Club Cairo, which has lined up 
major-nitery town and may eventu- | Martha Raye, Eleanor Powell and 
ally limit the number of places that |Ted Lewis. The Club Bengazi, other 
can afford four-figure salary acts. | important nitery there, uses Negro 
Development, of late, has been | ames. 
especially noticeable in  Boston,| Baltimore still has two major 
Philadelphia and Washington, and/| Clubs, the Charles and the Chanti- 
may eventually encompass Baltimore | Cleer. Both spots compete with each 
and other cities. other for top talent and only do busi- 
Opening of the fall season shows | Mess when a hefty name is on tap. 
that Philly’s Latin Casino is the only | The Chanticleer usually gets more 








spot using top acts. There are other late business, but the Charles bal- 
clubs in that town which don't get | ances with large dinner trade. 

the upper-crust patronage. Agencies foresee the time when 
some midwest cities now having 


Boston, once a thriving town sup- 
porting three major spots, has now 
dwindled to the Latin Quarter, op- 
|}erated by Mickey Redstone. The} 
Bradford Roof of the Bradford hotel, 
leased to the Kaskel hotel interests 
by Ralph Snyder, bows next Thurs- 
|day (25), with a limited budget 


more than one major club will level 
down to the one-spot status. Some 
cities, particularly Cincinnati and the 
surrounding Kentucky area, Coving- 
ton and Newport, have been able to 
beat the rap of being a one-club 
town because of casino activities. 
Major reason for decline in cafe 
operations in those towns is the loss 
of the huge wartime transient trade 
coupled with the public’s declining 
spending power. In Washington, it’s 
|a case of moving Governmental de- 
| partments to other cities. Congres- 
sional budget lopping hasn't helped 
D. C., niteries either. 
| If more cities find it impossible to 
support more than one big spot, it’s 
seen that the playing time for the 
top names will be limited. 


| Click, Latin Casino, 
Philly, Set Top Talent 


For Autumn Season 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Name attractions will be plentiful 
this season along Philly’s night club 
belt, with Frank Palumbo’s Click 
and Jack Lynch’s“Latin Casino vie- 
ing for headliners. — 

Click booked Tony Pastor, who 
came in Monday (15) for a stand un- 
| til September 27: next is Sammy 
| Keye, from Sept. 29 to Oct. 4; Xavier 
Cugat comes in from Oct. 6 to Nov. 
1, and Harry James, Nov. 24 to 
| Dec. 6. 
Latin Casino bookings call for Ted 
Lewis Sept. 22, followed by Barry 
| Wood and Patsy Kelly, Joe E. Lewis, 
| Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, and | 
| Arthur Lee Simpkins and Martha 
| Raye. 











| 
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GOWNS BY ERNESTO 





HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently’ —HELD OVER 
MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL 
MONTREAL, CANADA 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


| Beatrice Kay slated to headline at 
| House of Harris, San Francisco, Oct. 
28. | 























LANDRE and VERNA 


Americas Newest Dance Sensations 


Currently 


LOEW'S STATE, New York 


(Week September 18) 


Thanks to Sidney Piermont 
Direction 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 
Monte Proser presentation of New 
Copa Revue starring Joe E. Lewis; 
with Austin Mack, Mario & Floria, 
Georgie Tapps, Clark Dennis, Leila 
Ernst: Douglas Coudy Line (8); 
production by Coudy; costumes by 


Billy Livingston; music and lyrics by | 


Steve Norton & Chip Stanley. 
Michael Durso Orch, Fernando 
Alreres Orch; $3 and $4 min, 





It's now axiomatic that the return 
ot Joe E. Lewis to the Copacabana 
virtually marks the official opening 
ot New York’s fall nitery season. 
Lewis has been a yearly event at 
Monte Proser’s ornate dungeon ever 
since it opened and during each trip 
has been responsible for ropes up 
biz. a mounting increment to Lopez, 
keeper of the velvet cord, and a 
major reason for frivolity in these 
p its 

Lewis’ performance here should 
sel ve as an example to rising and es- 
tablished comics of this day. There's 
never been a trip here that he hasn't 
unveiled a batch of new material. In 
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ALO THEATRE 
a tis BUFFALO 
(Week of Sept. 19th) 


Management 
pon W. HAYNES 






Bookeo by 


HARRY A. ROMM 


38 E 57th St NY 


New York 








== | Leila atron 
“=|by the always graceful and pictur- | tinuous use 
| esque Douglas Coudy line encased|t? 0 
Coudy | sweeter 

















“DANCUMORISTS™ 
CURRENTLY 


HOTEL EL RANCHO, LAS VEGAS 


| fact, some quarters insist that he 
spends nearly as much on new tunes 
as he does with his bookmakers— 
| which is considerable, since the num- 
| ber of losing track tickets he lets 
| the audience see at each perform- 
'ance is enough to endow a founda- 
‘tion for indigent touts. Consequent- 
ly, there’s a new Lewis for each date 
{here for repeat business. It’s an ex- 
|}ample that could be emulated by 
| more funsters, many of whom come 
back with nothing to encourage en- 
core trade. 

Lewis. with the omnipresent Austin 
| Mack at the piano, has virtually a 
complete new set of ribaldry with 


various satires, including a rib on 
“Manhattan Towers,” and Jolson 
singing “Swanee” (Salami). In addi- 


tion there’s a laugh provoking bit 
complaining that “Everybody Steals 
My Name” and the lament of the 
critic wha’s bride gave a poor per-| 
formance. Most of Lewis’ oldies can 
stand repetition and at the opening 
show gave out with the one about 
the politically conscious wife. He 
stayed on for around 50 minutes 
without any complaints from the 


| premiere customers. 
Those who came to see Lewis will 


| also find considerable enjoyment in | 


| the rest of the proceedings. Proser 
| has lined up a fairly expensive sur- 
| rounding bill with Mario and Floria, 
Georgie Tapps, Clark Dennis and 
Ernst, which are surrounded 


in Billy Livingsten costumes. 


“ss | has done a generally expert produc- 
: | tion job. | 
Georgie Tapps is one of the su-| 


perior tapsters whose imaginative 
routines are eye-filling. He’s got a 
deal of imagination, infuses a sense 
|! of humor in his work, and gets the 
payees in applause pounding mood 
with his leaps. He’s a terrifically 
hard worker. 

Mario and Floria are in the same 
genre. This twosome, making a re- 
turn trip here, fit in nicely with the 
show scheme hitting full returns on 
the waltz, tango, fox-trot and encore 
with their standby oldfashioned tur- 
key trot. 

In the song department, Clark Den- 
nis displays one of the better tenors 
around town. This former Paul 
Whiteman singer has since scored 
considerably, with his Capitol disk 
;of “Peg o' My Heart” a big juke- 





| box item. Unfortunately, Dennis’ 
'stage mannerisms and personality 


projection aren't on par with his 
| pipes. He hasn't had much experi- 
;ence on cafe floors. This, coupled 
with the usual opening night jitters, 
}mar the effects his songs might other- 
| wise have achieved. ~ 

|; Other singer, Leila Ernst, isn’t 
| given the opportunity to do anything 
| but production numbers. 

| Score by Steve Norton and Chip 
| Stanley has been designed fer at- 
mospheric effects to blend in with 
the production ideas... Thus, the 
Scotch number, “I'm in Love with 
the Leprechaun in Finian’s Rain- 
bow” and an old fashioned number, 








and the item, “There’s Gonna Be a 








Weddin’” give tuneful background 
to the production. Tapps, incident- 
ally, shows considerable ability to 
handle the comedic and singing de- 
partment of the “Weddin’” number. 
As usual, Michael Durso and Fer- 
nando Alvares handle the orchestral 
assignments capably. Jose, 


Clever Clab. Miami 

Miami, Sept. 5. 
Russell Swann with June Lopez, 

Ginger Harmon, Rosita Segovia, 


Aurora Roche, Carlyle Dancers (8), 
Tony Lovez Orch; minimum $2.50. 








Operators Jack Goldman and 





| 


Henry Neyle have always been care- 
ful in booking of comedy acts into 
this room, which draws mixture of 
Latin, local and tourist trade. 

In Russell Swann, the suave mag- 
ico, they've made a fortunate choice 
for a laugh-getter. Swann’s trickery, 
though standard, takes on fresh an- 
gles via smart chatter and fumbling 
approach to bringing out legerde- 
main. Ably aided by Jung Lopez, 
attractive gal who helps point up 
biz with ringsiders, he racks up 
healthy laughs as well as the gasps 
with his eye-foolers. Standouts are 
the running gag with supposedly 
| deaf tableholder and the Chinese 
guillotine sequence, also with a pa- 
tron involved. 

Song slot is held down by Ginger 
| Harmon, with fair results. Thrush 
| approaches songs in brash style that 
doesn't ga, too well with type of 
patron attracted to this room. Con- 
of rhythm numbers adds 


egative side. Blending in of 
style for change of pace 


would help overall. 

Terp department is again standout, 
with authentic Spanish rhythms of 
Rosita Segovia showing to full re- 
turns in this setting. Colorful cos- 


| tuming, ala Spanish bullfighters, plus 


castenet accomps and breathtaking 
spins earn her class turn heavy 
palm-pounding. 

Preduction sid-e finds Aurora 


Roche, Carlyle and dancers holding 
over with their sock ballet-style 
routines. Lary. 


El Meroeeo, Montreal 
Montreal, Sept. 12. 
Syd Gould, Vickee Richards, Tiny 


& Lou, Winn Seely, Line (6), Hutton 
Orch; minimum $1.50. 





El Morocco nitery has a four act 
show pointed up by the Millray line 
in three production routines. 

Syd Gould mixes gags, impromptu 
repartees and a couple of songs, “I 
Was a Stooge” and “Morris” for neat 
response. 

Vickee Richards, songstress, is a 
charming brunet with easy and 
effective delivery. She does a neat 
job on “Chi-Baba.” “That’s My De- 
sire,” “St. Louis Blues” and “Peg O’ 
My Heart.” Tiny and Lou are a 
jitterbug act in typical auditorium 
style. They are lively and give em- 
phasis to their number by inviting a 
girl and a boy from audience to 
dance with them. Tap dancer Winn 
Seely does two good routines, re- 
vealing a definite talent for her type 





of dancing. Marc. 
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BILL MILLER... 
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MURRAY WENGER. 
ARNOLD KIRKEBY. . 


THESE FELLERS OUGHT TO 
HAVE THEIR HEADS EXAMINED 


THEY BOOKED ME 


SIDNEY PIERMONT................Capitol, New York 


...+..-Riviera, Fort Lee 
tee eens ese eeeccc ss Copa, Miami 
. Mayfair Room, Blackstone, Chicago 
JACKIE HELLER...........:......Carousel, Pittsburgh 
JACK LYNCH..............Latin Casino, Philadelphia 
ARTHUR ROSEN.................Wedgewood, Detroit 
SANFORD ADLER...............El Rancho, Las Vegas 
NATE PLATT................Chicago Theatre, Chicago 


BUT Thanks Fellers for a Swell Season 


GEORGIE PRICE 


“Pet of the ‘Octopus’” 





| the fact that the prime draw is La 





Florentine Gardens 
(HOLLYWOOD) 
Hollywood, Sept. 11. 
Sophie Tucker, with Ted Shapiro; 
Larry Marvin, Grace Poggi & Igor, 
Topnotchers (3), Paul Regan, Denise, 
NTG, Chuck Gould Orch (14) with 
“Fluff” Choriton; minimum $1.50. 


The “Some of These Days” when 
business is supposed to get better, 
finally is at hand for this spot. With 


. . ae 
imo, a guitarist,-opens the floor show 


with a, brace of Spanish love 
rendered in native tongue. Strong 
in the personality and castanet ge. 
partment, Miss Triana doesn’t have 
a set of pipes to match. Her voice is 
powerful but inclined to be forced 
and strident when she starts reach. 
ing for the high registers. She'd un. 
doubtedly do much better if she didn’t 
select such taxing numbers. 
Other item isthe ballroom team of 
Teddy Rodriguez and Phyllis, who 
have been at this spot several times 





Sophie Tucker in for a month, the 
ledgers will stop looking as if the | 


bookkeeper had cut his wrists in 
desperation. 
The thousand-odd pedple who 


packed the place opening night at 
$10 a head were only faintly inter- 
ested in the rest the show, al- 
though it’s a good one. They came | 
to see “Miss Showbusiness.” They | 
came, they saw and they congratu- 
lated themselves on the opportunity. 
For La Tucker has never been bet- 
ter. 

Pointedly answering the ringside 
whispers about her age, Soph teed 
off with “I’m Having More Fun | 
Since I’m 50 Than I've Had the Rest | 
of My Life,” written by Jack Yellen. | 
Not in the lyrics, but very evident | 
was the fact that she’s not only hav- 
ing more fun; she actually is, as she 
told the second show audience, | 
“Bigger and Better Than Ever.” The 
timing, the gestures, the .salesman- | 
ship all add up to sock entertain- | 
ment purveyed by a sparkling per- | 
sonality. | 

Her new material, particularly | 
“Vitamins, Hormones and Pills” is | 
smash stuff. And there’s no quiet- | 
ing the demands for more when she | 
reprises her old standbys, “Some of | 
These Days,” “He’s Funny That 
Way,” “Nobody Loves a Fat Girl” 
and “Mama Goes Where Popa Goes,” 
the latter made even more hilarious 
by a rib-busting Yiddish version. 
There’s a bit of byplay between 
Soph and her 25-year long accom- 
panist Ted Shapiro that also rates a 
hand. 


By themselves, remainder of show 
cast do okay, but all suffer from 
trying to compete with Soph. An 
immediate hit was singer Larry 
Marvin, making his local bow. 
Strong vocal resemblance to Al Jol- 
son is played to the hilt through use 
of Jolson faves and one production 
number has been woven around the 
similarity. Marvin drew heavy 
applause and a couple of encores for 
his opening stint. Grace Poggi and 
Igor click with some exceptionally 
good dance routines, featuring in- 
tricate lifts and spins and in the solo 
department, Denise scores with neat 
hoofing. Zany trio, the Topnotchers 
get enthusiastic response with their 
rhythmic arrangements for bass, ac- 
cordion and electric gultar and some 
eccentric vocalizing. And Paul Regan 
took extra bows for his smooth im- 
personations, running through a 
score of impressions in short order 
with smart material backing the 
vocal and facial work. Chanting for 
the show is very neatly handled by 
“Fluff” Chorlton, who also vocals 
with the Chuck Gould orch, which 
effectively backs the show and takes 
care of terp needs. 

NTG emcees and keeps the show 
moving swiftly. As a unit, it’s one 
of the best shows assembled here in 
some time. 

But there's no getting away from 


of 





Tucker. They welcomed her with a 
thunderous ovation that lasted a 
couple of minutes: they kept her on 
until she had to beg off; and then 
they ganged up to buy her books— 
$1,000 worth at the first show alone. 
And if any other proof is needed 
that Hollywood considers her one of 
the last of the really great entertain- 
ers, the town is ready and willing 
to supply that proof. Kap. 


Havana Madrid, N. Y. 


Noro Morales Orch (14), Teddy 
Rodriguez & Phyllis, Pepita Triana 
& Maximo, Sarcasas Orch (10); $2.50 
minimum, 





Layout for Havana Madrid's new 
fall show is small but satisfying. This 
Latin-American boite is currently 
featuring two acts, one song and one 
dance, plus the orchs of Noro 
Morales and Sarcasas. Chief draw 
for this spot, however, remains the 
hot chile rhythms which are dished 
up for customer hoofing in a sock 
style by the two rhumba bands. 


before. Duo are tops in the genre 
5 


‘unleashing a fast, versatile and con. 


sistently superlative brand of hoof- 
ing that earns repeated salvos from 
the patrons. At opening, team 
stayed on for four numbers includ. 
ing two straight ballroom stints, a 
bouncy rhumba and a _ whirling 
tango. Laying off any acrobatics 
team’s forte are fancy terping roy. 
tines executed with sock timing 
Noro Morales orch continues to 
maintain its edge over most rhumba 
combos in the business with its 
rhythmic vitality and _ variety 
Aggregation also features a couple 
of firstrate vocalists to pepper! ‘uD 
their offerings. Sarcasas orch alter. 
nates on the stand with a compar- 
able brand of dance music. Herm. 

















SECRETARY 


Competent Stenographer 
who can take rapid dicta- 
tion and has some execu- 


tive ability. 


Write Box 165 
Variety 
154 West 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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JUDY MAGEE 


Panto-Mimicry 


CURRENTLY 


SHOW BAR 


BOSTON 


JACK RANDALL 


A 
THE SLICK CHICKS 
CURRENTLY AT 
OLYM®IA, MIAMI 
Week Sept. 17 


Personal Rep., LEW SHARP 
1560 B’way, New York 
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Gowns by 
ERNESTO 


Exclusive Theatrical Creations 
254 W. 46th Sr. 
New York, N. Y. 

















Pepita Triana, accomped by Max- |! 
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Personal Ma er 
JOSEPH MARSOLAIS 
1697 Broadway 2 








MAXINE 


LE RUBAN BLEU, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Assisted by NELLY de FREITAS 
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‘Amber’ to Pare 
Roxy, N. Y., Vaude 


with “Forever Amber” slated to 
start at the Roxy theatre, N. CY, 
Oct. 22, stageshow’s running time 
will be reduced to a fast 25 minutes. 
Talent set for that, dccasion will 
pe Veloz & Yolanda and Sid Cae- 
sar, Fred Waring, who lined up a 
vocal group for “The Razor’s Edge,” 
will stage a similar ensemble for this 
Th cabo show will follow the run 
of Milton Berle, who starts at the 
conclusion of the current bill. 





Geiler Joins Fisher Agcy. 
Alvin Geiler, formerly assistant to 
Lou Walter at the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y¥., resigned this week to join 
the Arthur Fisher booking office. 
Prior to joining Walters, Geiler 
was With the William Morris agency. 














COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
SPECIAL SUMMER PRICES! 


FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
At $1.00 Each, or 
Nos. 1 Thru 13 for $10 
Nos. 14 Thru 22 at $1.00 Each 
or SET OF 22 FILES for $18.00 
WOTTA BUY! HURRY! 


“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. at $20 per Vol., or 
$50 for 3 Vols. 
"BOOK OF PARODIES" 
Over 10 Special-Written 
fock Parodies ONLY $5.00 


“HOW TO MASTER THE 
CEREMONIES” 


(How to Be an Emcee) 
$3 per Copy, Incl. 2 Gag Files 


NO C.O.D.’s 
Be Sure to Send Permanent Address 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St. New York 19, N. Y¥. 





Andy Russell, Tilton, 
Wesson Tee Off Vaude 
Run in S. F. at $12,500 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Andy Russell, Martha Tilton and 
Dick Wesson tee off on a theatre 
tour’ Oct. 15 at Paramount, San 
Francisco. Trio will draw $12,500 
per frame plus percentage. 

Jerry Wald orch will join them for 
Nov. 6-12 date at Adams theatre, 
Newark, N. J., and unit is tentitively 
set for a few other spots. 


GARAY SELLS §. F. CLUB 





Joaquin Garay, former owner of 
the Copacabana, San Francisco, will 
make his New York bow as a per- 
former when he opens at La Mar- 
tinique, next Wednesday (24), 


was imported from France for this 


along the Coast for years, sold his 
interest in the S.F. boite in order 
to return to trouping. 

Rest of the La Martinique bill will 
continue, including Ruby Hill, Mi- 
chel Emer, Nadine Gae and Peter 
Hamilton and the Nicola Matthey 
band. 


Wonderland’s Flop 
At Utah State Expo 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 16. 
Barnes & Carruthers’ “A Trip To | 
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« PHOTOS ; 


ONLY $'4c on orders of 1008 or more 


Top quality prints made in any quantity on 
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siz 100 600 1000 
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Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 


* Draw from our library, one of the 


apeat, most comprehensive in 


Oowbiz 
* 1947 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


26-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria a” . 








Management—HERBERT 
New York 








—=—=————=—= State theatre, Memphis, Oct. 16. 


GEORGE KREISLER 


Sings His Original “LYRICS SATIRIC” 


HELD OVER 7TH WEEK 
LE RUBAN BLEU, New York 
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Wonderland” finished Saturday (13) | 
at the Utah Centennial Exposition, | 
with a disappointing $6,000 take for | 
the two weeks run. 

The expo is in its final week, with 
major attraction another B & C show | 
| titled “Cavalcade of Stars”. 
played the _ outdoor 


| 
| 
| 


| 


to the 
(17). 


gate with $1 admission for the whole | 
family, regardless of size, to grounds | 
and show wasn’t too successful Sat- 

urday (13). | 





Daniels Leases Met, | 
Seattle, for Vaude Shows | 


Seattle, Sept. 16. 


Joe Daniels, booking agent, has 
taken over Metropolitan theatre, lo- 
cal legit house, for a series of vaude- 
ville shows this fall. 

First show preems Monday (22), 
with Rufe Davis, Golden Gate Quar- 
tet, Benny Meroff, Four Liphams, 
Keaton and Armfield and Hi, Lo, 
Jack and the Dame on bill. 


—_—_— 


LOEW’S SPOT SHOWS 


Loew circuit has added two other 
houses where spot shows will be 
booked occasionally. Sidney Pier- 
mont, Loew talent booker, has set 
Louis Prima for the Victory theatre, 
Evansville, Ind., week of Oct. 9, and 








MARKS TALENT AGENCY 


TO RESUME TROUPING 


show. Garay, an established singer | 





Show | 
grandstand | 
yesterday and today, but switches | 
indoor Coliseum tomorrow | the colony. 


Attempt of the expo to hypo the! 


Palace, Cleve. Resumes 
Stageshow With 0&J Unit 


Cleveland, Sept. 16. 

Palace ushers in stagehand policy 
tomorrow (18) with Olsen & John- 
son’s “Laffacade” unit. 

Lineup of vaude for the RKO de 
luxer, as inked by Max Mink, new 
zone manager, will bring in Ted 
Weems’ orch Sept. 25 and Cab Callo- 
way’s band and sepia unit Oct. 9. 

Carl DeMarco, former assistant 
conductor, has been promoted to post 


‘who now directs own orch at the 
Continental Cafe. 





Lorraine Rognan Set For 
Sinatra Show at Cap, N.Y. 


Lorraine Rognan, assisted by Pat 
McCaffrie, has been signed for the 





as |; Frank Sinatra show at the Capitol 


replacement for Aimee Valreze who | theatre, N. Y., 


starting Nov. 13 or 20. 
Show will also have Skitch Hender- 
son’s band and Will Mastin trio. 


|of $25,000 plus percentages. 








More U.S. Acts for Aussie 


Tivoli circuit, Australia, is signing 
additional American acts. Bobby 


| Baxter and the Paysees have been 


pacted to open sometime in Novem- 
ber, while Harry Rose has been 
signed for a later appearance. Bax- 


ter and the Paysees sail Oct. 21 on | 


the Marine Phoenix from San Fran- 


| cisco. 
Lillian Roth, songstress, is cur- 
rently touring Tivoli circuit, with 


bookings extended until April. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 16. 
Thanks to Mark Carson, “Duke” 





Huntington and Harry Feinberg for | 


gifting many of the less fortunate of 


John Louden, former NVA-ite, is 


now at the Raybrook Sanatorium, 
Raybrook, N. Y., after suffering a 
setback. , 


Bob- Cosgrove ended a two-month 
vacation, 


Sinatra’s deal calls for a minimum | 


| 


during which he had a/| 
; general checkup and given an all- | 


clear to return to work at Columbia | 


Pictures in N.Y.C. 
Charley Dowe, ex-Rogerite and 
former manager of the Fox theatre, 


Brooklyn, returned to the Raybrook 
san after a week’s furlough in the 
Big-Town. 

Walter Hoban, after mastering 


three stages of the “Rib” operation, 
upped for all meals and pix, 

Seni Okun handed 10-day fur- 
lough out-of-the-san and left for 
N.Y.C., where he will vacash with 
relatives. 

Joe Denicolo elated over surprise 
visit from his frau and two brothers, 

While performing an operation on 
@ patient, Dr. Wariner Woodruff, 
Will Rogers’ surgeon, was stricken 
with acute appendicitis. He was im- 
mediately operated on, with condi- 
tion favorable. 

Eddie Rehberg, ex-Roger-ite and 
animated cartoon artist, in for the 
annual checkup and given O.K. to 
return to work. 

Robert J. Goldstein, theatrical at- 
torney, left the Will Rogers with all- 
clear papers. He'll resume law prac- 
tice in N.Y.C, 

Chris Hagedorn, back for check- 
up, given an all-clear. 

Helen Williams and Jean Hull 
motored in from Astoria, N. Y., to 
visit the gang, while the Ray Hick- 
man’s shot in from Marietta, Ohio, to 
bedside Louise Barnes, doing nicely 
after two stages of the “Rib” opera- 
tion. 

Princess Elda Benedict was visited 
by her brother, Ernie Benedict, from 
Cornwall, Ontario. 

After six weeks at the Bellevue 
hospital, N.Y.C., under the care of 
an eye specialist, Helen Morris, for- 
mer Brandt circuit staffer, back to 











the Rogers to resume rest routine. 
Write to those who are ill.) 


AGVA Tags Sunbrock 
In Contract Breach; 
Back on Unfair List 


Larry Sunbrock, rodeo promoter, 
is back on the unfair list of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. Union 
is holding him responsible for $600 
salary claim of Riders of the Purple 
Sage, western film singing combo, on 
a cancelled date. 

Sunbrock has been using vaude 
acts in conjunction with his rodeo 





| the singers for Toledo and Cincin- | 


nati dates, split-week stands, and 
| subsequently cancelled. Although the 


|} act had not filed a copy of the con- | 


tract with AGVA, which would have 
demanded cash in advance from Sun- 
brock to cover the date, it is process- 
|ing the claim and blacklisting the 
| Sunbrock show. 





CHI AGENT SUES RODEO 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Damages of $15,000 against the 
Whitehorse Ranch, rodeo company 
owned by Ruth and Cal Thompson, 
are asked by the Phil Tyrell thea- 
trical agency here in a suit filed 
in the Wisconsin circuit court last 
week. Tyrell charges that his busi- 
|ness reputation suffered when 8,000 
ticket holders had to have their 
| money refunded because the Thomp- 
'son troupe failed to appear for three 
scheduled performances at the Eagle 
River Stadium, Eagle River, Wis., on 
Aug. 23 and 24. 

According to the Thompsons. they 
missed the dates because their truck 
broke down. 





Ice Show Producers To 
Gander Olympic Talent 


of Palace's pit conductor. Job was! anti circus, currently touring the | 
previously held by Jacques Pollack, ' midwest, and signed contracts with | 


ON CONTRACT BREACH From Hollywood ! 


N. Y. Cafe, Hotel 
Biz on Upbeat 


Covers and grosses in New York 
hotel rooms and cafes took an over- 
all jump during the past 10 days, 
| Increase over the usual summer lag, 
which was sharper this year than 
for some time, was noticed im- 
mediately after Labor Day. Return 
of vacationers and the biz hike has 
| heartened hotel men and bonifaces 
alike. They feel the fall and winter, 
on, the basis of current patronage, 
will prove even more encouraging. 

Hotel rooms using name _ bands 
took an appreciable hop in biz, 
particularly. It was noticeable most 
in the spots using fresh faces such 








as the Pennsylvania, which has 
|Claude Thornhill, but even those 
'rooms with bands they’ve had for 
weeks hit new highs. 

-——_] 











| 
| 





American iceshow impresarios will 
gander the forthcoming Olympic | 
winter games to be held at Zurich, | 
Switzerland, in January, in an at- 
tempt to get suitable talent for U. S. | 
blades displays. Walter Brown, pres- | 





ident of Arena Managers Assn.., | 
which operates “Ice - Capades” and | 
“Tee Cycles,” together with John 


Harris, past AMA prez: Oscar John- 


son and Eddie Shipstad of “Ice Fol- | 


lies” have already 


booked passage | 


on the Jan. 21 sailing of the America | 


in order to take in the games. 

So far, European skaters 
been disappointing because of the 
paucity of skating exhibitions during 
the war. Talent, thus far imported, 
has failed to come up to par of 
American ice performers. 

Even if the Olympic crop fail to 
live up to expectations, it’s expected 
that several will be signed anyhow, 
for their boxoffice value as Olympic 
participants. 


have 


} 





Joey Adams, Tony Canzoneri and 
Mark Plant set for the Strand, thea- 
tre. N. Y., with the Blue Barron 





band, Oct. 10. 1 


_— --- —— ~~ 
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Currently for 6 Weeks 
London Casino, London, England 








ing for 


given a 


Management, MCA 


“eee” . 


bands of the year. 





ABBEY ALBERT 


Thanks for the kind words in Variety, Sept. 10, 1947 


Cafe Society Uptown 
(NEW YORK) 


Miss Boyer; $3.50 minimum. 


waxworks opportunity. 


dance-compelling. 


a 


'« *“ee@er-s “"*2@@ 


Albert is a piano-conductor—when 





What 


*eeseeoer © Pees? ‘ee 


‘4, Top Singing Quartet 





CAFE SOCIETY UPTOWN 


Lucienne Boyer, Abbey Albert Orch (5), Gao Gurgel Quartet, Frank Pourcel conduct- 


No small assist is given her by her own violinist-conductor Frank Pourcel who heads 
up the Abbey Albert orchestra (5). Latter should develop into one of the outstanding little 
Pourcel is not batoning for the show 
—who has an unique combo of bass, accordion, violin and guitar backing up his dexterity 
at the keyboard. He mixes up “Rhumba Rhapsody” with musicomedy dansapation excerpts 
in a colorful and brilliant style which should command disk attention. 
Rhapsody,” incidentally, did for a Jan August on the disks could well happen with Albert, 
He makes the melody dominant, brilliant staccato - 
Abel. 


_ Publicity, MARVIN KOHN, TIBEL NARD 


“Rhumba 
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BROMLEY 


6th 

Month 
Oscar 
Theatre, 
Stockholm 
Sweden 











LEONARD GREEN AGENCY, inc. 





139 E. 57th St, N.Y.C. PL. 9-7470 
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Wednesday, September 17, 1947 











Numerals in connection 


Letter in paren tes 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17 


)} Paramount; (R) 


with bills below indieate opening day ef show 
whether full or split week 


indicates cireuit: (1) Independent; (L) Leew; 


RKO; (W) Warner 








REW YORK crry 
Capitol (1) 18 
Enric Madriguera O 
Luba Malina 
Georgie Price 
Arnaut Bros 


Musie Halt (1) 18 
Fanfaire 

Patricia Bowman 
R Krouviler 

Salici Puppets 
Alexander Small 
Lawrence Nickol 
Paul Franke 

Ester Borja 
Hamilton (R) 18-19 
Midn le 
Asvium of 
«Paramount 
Cavallaro B 
* kK Reves 
elson 


qt) 17 


Horrors 


farmonicats 

State (=) 18 
Caleb Peterson 
John Calvert 
J'aul Regan 
landre & Verna 
Jack Holst 

& Milady 

Strand (W) 19 
¥ Lombardo Ore 
Mineviteh Rascals 
Johnny Puleo 
Dorothy Keller 
Marshall Bros 

QUEENS 

Jamaica (2) 
a lonians 
Astor & Rene 
Danny Lewis 
Young & Drew 
Cariton & Dell 
tla & Teresa 
jank Whitehouse 
ATLANTIC cITy 
Steel Pier (1) 15 
Clem Betlings 
Frank Martow 
The Loeckwells 


17-20 


A 
I 


shows only } 


(P) 17} . 
| Blair & 








Glenn Miller Ore . 
Artie Dann | 
H Semon & Co 
CAMDEN } 
Towers (I) 19-21 
2 Valors 
Dale Sis 
Chas Grey & Betty 
Sammy Moss 
The Elgins | 
CHICAGO } 
Chieago (F) WY 
Virginia O'Brien 
Wiere Bros | 
Arthur Blake 
Lewis & Van 
Oriental (1) 17 
Freddie Martin Or 
Jean Carroll 
Dean 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (KR) 18 
Olsen & Johnson 
Gloria Gilbert 
W West & McGinty 
10 Stooges 
16 Girls 
COLUMBUS j 
Palace (R) 22-24 
Ted Weems Orc 
Wally Brown 
The Glenns | 
Bonnie Baker 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 19-21 
C Calloway Orc 
Berry Bros 
Stump & Stumpy 
Cc & C LeRoy 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 17 
Paysees 
Jack Randall 
Roy Manton 
Bob Evans 
Sensationalists 
PHILAIMVELPHIA 
Carman (1) 18 
The Tunesmen 
Morris & Morris 
hid Rice 
Delage & Shirley 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 18 
McNally Sis (3) 





A & J Johnston : 
The Debonaires Don Zalaya 
BALTIMORE Paul & Paulette 3 | 
Hippedrome (1) 18] Ballantines (2) | 
D: Neffs Madhouse | Peters Bros 
of Mystery Paul Walker Ore | 
State (f) 18-20 SAN FRANCISCO | 
Paul Beckley Co Golden Gate (RK) 17 | 
Johnny Faust Gil Lamb | 
Danny Crystal oer Pa ec | 
obert S & White | Petch & eauville | 
penis aa SPRINGFIELD 
S & S Howard Court Sq (1) 18-2! 
Olive White Catron Bros | 
toy KE, Davis 3 Parks | 
The Jades B Harris & Lillette 
BOSTON Wilfred Dubois 
Boston (R) 18 a rei mn 
Bammy Kaye Ore Norman & Dawn 
Dien & mp WASHINGTON 
Canfield Smith Capite! (L) 18 
BUFFALO Vaughn Monroe Or 
Buffalo (P) 18 The Dunhills 
Tex Beneke Beryl Davis 
ENGLAND 
BRISTOL HACKNEY 
Hippedrome (1) 15 Empire (1) 15 
Rhodes & Lane Gei Elrick 
Biki & Son Shane Sis 
2 Movers Harry Secombe 
Vivian Rex Ramer 


Ray HKurns 


Jack Markham 
Beri Shaw 

T.es Johnson 
Zio Angels 


Gordon Roife Co 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (1) 15 

Tommy Jover 
Raf & Fe 
Woods & Jarret 
Joan Winters 
Guy Fielding 
3 Atlantas 
Herbert & Hatton 
Henry . Bekker 
CHISWICK 
Empire (fi) 15 
Afrique 
Adelaide Hall 
Paul King 
Billy Burke 
Kardoma 
Barclay Sis 
Java Bros 
DERBY 
Grand (1) 15 
Micheals Miles 
F Bamberger & P 
Cavalini Dogs 
Phillipe & Marta 
Renee Dymott 
Banda & Vickie 


Lioyd & Betty 
The Naitos 
Rex & Bileen 
LEICESTER 
Palace (1) 15 
Troise Co 
Leslie Strange 
F Harris & Co 
Les Florenzos 
Hal Miller 
Marietta Dancers 
LONDON 
Casino (1) 15 
Ink Spots 
MANCHESTER 
Hippedrome (1) 


Jack Durart 

Turner Layton 

D & J O'Gorman 

Fogel 

Dorothy Gray 

2 Playboys 

Earle & gabette 

SHEPH’R»)s BUSH , 
Empire (1) 15 

Ted Heath Bd 

2 Leslies 

Jose Moreno 

Swiss Stars 

Ford & Lenner 


15 








Harry Shiels 








Greb & Lober Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Miriam La Velle Gloria Le Roy 
Kil Chico Emile Boreo 
Posita Rios Piroska 
| Cabalk ros Miriam Gwynne 
Havanu-Madrid Bon Vivants 
| Noro Morales Ore |Vincent Travers O 
Rodria’z & Phyllis Hotel Taft 
Kepita Triano Vineent Lopez Ore 
Maximo Charlie Drew 
Sacasas Ore Belmont- Plaza 
icelund Rich & Gibson 
Florence Budny Diane Adrian 
tose Ellin Roy Douglas 
l}.vnn Allison Jose Mazanares O 
l'Tiny Clark Eddie Stone Orc 
} Louw Menschel Ruban Bleu 
Martin Line George Kreisler 
Frankie Frissaura Maxine Sullivan 
Blimpy Blank Ore | Jean Palmer 
iia Martinique } Paul Villard 
Aimee Valrez Bill Dillard 
Rub Hill Harold Hastings 3 
Nadine 4iae Wally Blacker 
Veter Hamilton i Spivy's 
iichel Mmer Spivy 
Nicola Mathey Ore | Shiela Barrett 
teon & Faidles | Ries Sarrega 
Eddie Davis Troubadour 
| Art Waner Ore Mildred Bailey 
i(;loria Wallis \ 
Ruloft 3 Mary Lou W ms 
Yerry Corrigan Georgie Auld or¢ 
Catron Bros Versuliles 
Robert Baxter Dean Murphy 
Paco & Hilda Bob Grant Ore 
Shepard Line Panchito Ore 
Mente Carlie Village Barn 
Joel Shaw Ore Ann Dennis 
Rhumba Ore Stubby Ore 
Reberte Lou Cecil 
Hotel New Yorker | Betty Percy 
Ray McKinley Ore |Pappv Below 


Hotel Edison 
Geo Towne Orc 


Marion Svnelman 
Arnold Shoda 


Narena & Norris Wives 
| Connie Conn Bob Lee 
Hotel Pierre Kay Carole 
Walton & O'Rourke | Stuart Langley 
McLerie & Butler Peggy Palmer 
Chas Reader Orc D’Quincev & Giv’ne 
Waldorf-Astoria Zimmerman’s 
Ginny Simms Paul Smith 
Jack Fina Ore Janczi Makula 
Mischa Borr Ore Ysizga Bela 
tatin Outer Paulens 





Willie Howard Doris Haywood 


Al Kelly Gene Kardos O 
Blackhawk The Juvelys : 
Sherman Hayes Or D Hild Dancers (12) 


Vera Love: Hotel Sherman: 


Countess Marina Seana cane 
Chez Paree Eddie Hubbard 
Mitizi Green Hi, Lo, Jack, Dame 

Jackie Miles Jose Melis 
Marty Gould Ore Shave Cogan 


Barry Sherwood 
Chez Adorables (10) 
Hotel Bismarck 
The Talbots (2) 

Lorita Mahoney 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Benno Delson Ore 


Hotel Stevens 
Benny Strong Ore 
Bob Hopkins 
Acromaniacs 
Fay & Gordon 
Boulevar-Dears 

Latin Ouarter 


Orin Morehouse Steve Condos 
Buddy Lester 
: Helsings Latin Lovelies 
Lionel Prouting Buddy Shaw Ore 
Al Morgan Dick Hyde 


Donna Lane 

Adrian Lorraine 
Gil Robinson 

H Edgewater Beach 
Alex Konyat 

Del Courtney Ore 
Mayo Bros 


Nicole Valerie 
Vine Gardens 

Lillian Lee 

Yvonne York 

W Whitehouse 

Susan King 

Joe Kish Ore 


Upbeat 


Continued from page 52 


accident . . . Bob Phillips, head of 
band department at Associated Book- 
ing, back from Manhattan .. . Louis 
Armstrong, featuring Jack Teagar- 
den, into Rag Doll here last night 
(Tuesday), Milo Stelt and Eddie Hall 
recupping from auto accident near 
Quincy, Illinois . . . Harmonicats 
made first recording since returning 


to Universal, “My Gal Sal”. . 
Carl Ravaza visiting his old nitery 
haunts during stopover ... Herbie 


























E & J Paul 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YOBK CITY 


Blue Angel 
Alice Pearce 
Mare Lawrence 
Aimanda Lane 
3 Flames 
Phil Gordon 
Ellis Larkin 

Cafe sSovtety 

(Downto'vna) 


Stanley Prager 
Dorothy Jarnac 
Hope Foye 


Nellie Lutcher 
Dave Martin Ore 


Cafe Society Uptn 
Lucienne Boyer 
Frank Pourcel 
Abbev Albert Ore 
Carnival 

Lou Holtz 
Diosa Costello 
Wood & Kelly 
Cc & T Valdez 
Yvonne Adair 
Jimmy Ellison 
Paul Gavotte 
Reid Ore 

China Dob 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jatiine Li Sun 
Tai Sings 

Copacabana 
Joe FE Lewis 
George Tapps 
Mario & Floria 
J.eila Ernst 
Clark Dennis 


Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 


Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawatians 
Hotel Pennsyivani 
Claude Thornhill O 
Hotel Biltmore 
Dave Appollon 
Lois Bannerman 
Laverne Gustafson 
Stephen Kisle, O 
Michael Dunn 
Virginia Boyd 
Village Vanguare 
Bertha Hill 
John Dooley 
Jay Marshall 
Jimmy Shirley 3 
Don Frye 
Hotel Plaza 
Jimmy Savo 
Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszia & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 
No. 1 Fifth 
Louise Howard 
Nype & Cote 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
lfichlights 
Riviera 
Martin & Lewis 


Ave 





Diamond Horseshoe | Maureen Cannon 


Ross & 
Sir 


La Pierre Tom 


Bavaar 
Herron Ore 


oe! 


Fields’ work at Stage Door, Mil- 
| waukee, has drawn so well man- 
agement has resorted to newspaper 
| ads requesting patrons to postpone 
their visits to the spot for a week or 
so, because reservation lists are over- 
flowing ... After Duke Ellington fills 
a college prom assignment at Fort 
Worth, Oct. 11, one-nighters carry 
him through this territory to the 
Paradise theatre, Detroit, Oct. 24... 
Del Courtney into Chase hotel, St. 
Louis, Sept. 25 ... Count Basie at 
the Savoy Ballroom, Oct. 19, will 
continue down through southern 
Illinois for theatre dates ... Eddie 
Rogers into Club Trocadero, Evans- 
Ville, Sept. 26 for two weeks thence 
| to Claridge hotel, Memphis, for four 
weeks . .. Jimmy Palmer currently 
at Isake Club, Springfield ... Myron 
Barg, son of Erwin 
Chi song contact men, joins the staff 
of station WJBC, Bloomington, Ili- 
nois Art Kassell planning to 
; take a three month vacation after 
,completing one night tour the end 
| of September ... Griff Williams 
|into Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee. 
| for three weeks and then to Palmer 
| Hiouse here Oci. Z . . . Doris Dono- 
‘van is Harry’s Cool’s new fem voca- 
list... Earl Hines into Regal thea- 
tre Sept. 26 . . . Bob Berke at the 
Music Box, Omaha, Sept. 23 for two 
| weeks and the Peabody, Memphis 
| Oct. 7... Charlie Spivak into Tune 
| Town, St. Louis Sept. 23-28 . . . Tony 
'Trankina, teen-age Chicagoan, who 





} 
' 





jinto a quintet. 





made his first big time appearance 
at the Chicago theatre here four 
months ago, has been signed for the 





| Bocage, Hollywood, beginning Oct. 1 


Pittsburgh 
Bob Rhodes orch into Vogue Ter- 





' 


| Cirque Medrano, Paris 


race for four weeks .. . Tommy Car- | 


tyn to Trianon, Chicago, Sept. 23 fol- 
lowing current run at Bill Green's. 


/That spot gets Jack Fina back again 


Oct. 6 after he closes at Waldorf, 
New York... Phil Cavezza’s band 
and the Music Makers double-billed 
at the Ankara... Mousie Powell 
band headlining at Hollywood Show 
Bar . . . Tommy Turk, on trombone, 
joining Deuces Wild at Carnival 
Lounge, transforming that quartet 
He’s from nearby 
Johnstown and has been sweating 
out his Local 60 card last few months 


|. . Fort Pitt Hotel resuming Satur- 


day night dinner and supper dancing 
with Ken Bailey’s orchestra 

Pianist Teenie Trent has switched 
from Mercur Music Bar to Carnival 


| Lounge. 
} 








Kaye-GAC | 


Continued from page 45 








tres and the new Mus-Art agency 
is booking the band on one-nighters. 


| 
} 


a sketch which, with the help of four 
stooges, permits him to play his 
usual wooden-face part as a char- 
acter facing a duel, which is ridiculed 
‘as an institution. He first comes on 
'in the ring as intending to “do big 
| moments of big r 
_into an argument with the orchestra 
|leader as to the kind of- musical 
introduction he should receive. After 
'that a “duel” is arranged, all don- 


BUSTER KEATON (4) 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 


Buster Keaton has written himself 


plays” and soon gets 





| ning big black cloaks, Keaton is told 


'to choose the pistol and leave the 
| sword to his opponent. It’s all plain 
pantomine and clicks up to his trick 
exit. 


In making Kaye’s GAC contract | 


effective Jan. 1, the leader and his 
mentors were taking cognizance of 
bookings set up by themselves and 
another in which MCA is still in- 
volved. Since he had delayed so long 
in making a decision on an agency, 
Kaye’s own Office set him on thea- 
tres- and one-nighters beyond the 
date of the MCA-pact expiration and 
the latter has him going into the New 


| Joinville 
The other one, the curly-haired Mr. 
| Paris, is an Italian. 


pictures. l c 
and although trained at short notice 
they were kept from trying to steal 


8 Mins. 5 
| Cirque Medrano, Paris 


Keaton’s personality is extremely 
well remembered in Paris from his | 
The stooges are French, 


the show by introducing uncalled for 


comedy in their own parts. As is, the 
sketch is going big with local audi- 
ences, opening night being attended 


by most Americans in Paris. Maxi. 


PARIS-PARIS 
Athletes 





Of the two men, the small one, who 


supplies most of the comedy, is Ray- | 
mond 


Manvielle, formerly of the) 
Athena team, and ex-coach of the| 
(France) Military School. 


The act is fast 


| and is performed with such apparent 


Yorker hotel, N.Y. Oct. 27 on option | 


stemming from his date there 
year. And he will have to pay MCA 
commission on the hotel job. There- 
fore, Kaye is booked solidty until 
the first of the year.and making 


last | 


| being the understander. 


} 
| 


| 


GAC’s contract effective immediate- | 


ly would have been of no conse- 
quence. 

Kaye, incidentally, has finally re- 
solved the problem of what major 
Broadway theatre he will work next. 
For a while, the maestro had been 
dickering with the strand for a re- 


turn there after several years’ ab- | 


sence, but suddenly switched back 
tu the Capitol again last week. He 
wiil play the house after the first of 
the year; a definite date is not set. 


Alfied Flays 


Contimuea from page 6 











__ 


ments chairman; Jack Fox (Loew’s), 
as transportation chairman; and 
Hardie Meakin (RKO), as reserva- 
tions chairman, with E. V. Richards, 


tee. 


“I think that on sober second 
thought, you will realize that it 
would not be appropriate for the 
president and the chairman and gen- 
eral counsel of Allied to attend a 


substantially made up of affiliated 
theatres and staged under the super- 
vision of the gentlemen above 
named. Such attendance would have 


est detail. Even then it would al- 
most certainly be misinterpreted and 
misunderstood. 


ate with any industry group in any 


the independent exhibitors. That 
goes for ATA, MPTOA, or any or- 
ganization arising from the ashes of 
both. But Allied, as an association 
of independent exhibitors, reserves 
| the right to study all movements and 
policies and to arrive at conclusions 
uninfluenced by other elements in 
the industry.” : 


Jr. (Par) on the managing commit- | 


merger meeting of two organizations | 











SWG’s 1% Royalty 





Barg, dean of |} 


Continued from page 1 





action in view of the changed at- 
| titude in voting on the proposal, 
Earlier, the Guild had voted by 
205 to 130 for straight approval of 
the new economic program which 
' calls for royalties to scripters on the 
boxoffice grosses of films. Plan was 
| prepared for presentation during ne- 
gotiations for the 1949 contract. Her- 


Paris 
which is in the ring, as about to do a 
singing turn. 


the piano as a stand, does at the same | 
time some difficult contortions while | 
he turns on 


all points N-S-E-W. 


ease in spite of the obvious difficulty 
that it stops the show. 


wear business _ suits. 
first at the piano, 


Both men 

appears 
Manvielle then inter- 
rupts and for a while the two per- 
form various acrobatic tricks, Paris 


Climax comes when Paris, using | 


his back. Manvielle | 
utilizes him as-a stand to do some} 


without showing any sign of ex- 
haustion. 

Cued for big time in vaude and | 
vaudfilm houses, here, America and | 
Maxi. | 


eeinicinencieeisteemmnionieit | 
| 


| LOUISE HOWARD 


| Comedienne 


| 
| 





i 


} 
10 Mins. 
No. 1 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 


This attractive young lass, fresh 
to New York from the west and 
midwest, served her show biz ap- 


switching to comedy only several 
months ago. It was a wise move | 
because her 
and highly-expressive face, coupled 
with her fine singing, makes her a 
natural for the top intimate niteries 
or for legit. 

Her routine is well-set, indicating 
she’s received some top training. 
She tees off with a _ near-straight 


prenticeship as a straight vocalist, | Newark Local 


|“Love Is a Lovely Thing” but gets 





to be explained to the independent | 
exhibitors carefully and in the great- | 


movement that is for the benefit of | P'pes. She « 
| personality impact to keep an aver- 
|age cafe crowd from buzz-buzzing 
| during her stint. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


' 
i 


| bert, in resigning, said he had always | 


fought “the red-baiters who have 


, accused the Guild of being a Com- | 


| munist-front organization but I in- 
j tend to fight even harder the in- 
/escapable inference, derived from 

the recent meeting, that we are a 
| lunatic-fringe oryanization.” 


/a skeleton dance and 


/Surplus of baby talk which falls too 


| her cause considerably. 


| 10 Mins. | 
| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

“Permit me to say that it is Al- | 
lied’s established policy to cooper- | 


down to cases with a series of take- 
offs on ‘‘Mam’selle,” excellent stuff. 
This number proves her comedic 
forte lies in impressionism. 
tremely funny parody on the cur-. 


| and 


IZeS | ‘ger needs considerable 
equilibriums and never stops singing | able 


an operatic.tune with a fine voice) 


facile stage-presence | plication of 


———_____ 


Acts 


MARC & DENIS 
Songs 


12 Mins. 
Bal Tabarin, N, Y. 
Mare and Denis, brother act 


cently imported from Franc “ 
making their American bow at ‘the 


Bal Tabarin, still have to attaj 
polish of some of their Callie gon 
decessors who have played the U S 
cafe circuits, but nonetheless have 
the makings of an entertaining sing. 
ing duo that may ultimately make a 
—_ in intime cafes. 
ie lads are young and 

able, have a considerable Enelah 
vocabulary, and have brought with 
them a song selection which includes 
many tunes that have already estab- 
lished themselves on the French Hit 
Parade. However, by dwelling on 
these numbers, they inevitably jn- 
vite comparison with Sablon, Trenet 
the others that have made a 
dent in America. “J’Attendrai.” 
“Pigalle,” and “Boom” inevitably in- 
vite comparison with the aforemen- 


tioned singers. A fuller appraisal 
of their potentialities could have 


come if the chaps did tunes more 
fully identified with them. Such an 
item, “Un Rien Me Fait Chanter” 
indicates potentiality in this direc- 
tion, but comes at the beginning of 
their turn when primary objective 
is warming up the audience. 
Curiously, one of their strongest 
numbers is “Feudin’ ’n’ Fightin’” 
done in English. The pair don bat- 
terec hats and do a hillbilly version 
with a heavy French accent which 
makes for a fetching combination. 
The lads are personable, have an 
eager-to-please attitude, and are 
vocally okay. Their harmonics are 
good, talk is affable and the puitar 
played by one of the lads makes for 
full-bodied yet unobtrusive back- 
ground. Jose, 


TERRY CORRIGAN 
Dance 

12 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Terry Corrigan is a nice-looking 
Irish lassie with a fair set of tap- 
terping routines. She’s okay for 
lesser spots in the bistro circuit but 
sharpening be- 
fore she can step out effectively in 
bigger dates. 

Flashily garbed in sequined Gaelic- 
green briefies, Miss Corrigan opens 
with a pair of straight tap numbers 
liberally spiced with mild bumps 
and grinds that she can well skin. 
Her big item is an old-fashioned and 
modern version of an Irish jig which 
s“e handles with nice comedy 
effects. Herm. 




















Continued from page 46 


its terms on _ the 
standby problem. But attorneys 
for various locals, possibly steered 
from one central source (not be- 
lieved to be the national AFM of- 
fice, since the latter has always 
_frowned upon the standby method) 
apparently have arrived at a con- 
clusion. And that conclusion is that 
the T-H law, combined with intra- 





Ex. State and inter-state angles, makes 


it possible for them to continue to 


unsubtly titled “Susan Freed,” gar- 
ners most returns and gets her off 
to a nice hand. Pointing up the com- | 
edy in her numbers are a group of | 
props, which Miss Howard uses | 
deftly. Stal. 





GLORIA WALLIS 
Songs 


Gloria Wallis has a plain vocaliz- 
ing style that’s not sufficiently com- 
pensated by any standout set of 
She doesn’t register with the 


1 A nice looker, Miss 
Wallis needs more training, experi- 
ence and the evolution of a distinc- 
tive selling style before she'll catch 
on. ; 

At her New York debut under the | 
aegis of Eddie Davis, she teed off. 
with a spirited warbling of “It’s a | 
Grand Night for Singing,” segued 
into “You Go to My. Head,” and 
finaled on an upbeat rhythmic rendi- 
tion of “You Never Say Yes, You 
Never Say No.” Herm. 





BETTY PERCY 





Puppets 
10 Mins. 
Village Barn, N. Y. 

Betty Percy, a new addition to 
puppeteer ranks, has vaude and 
flossier night club potentialities, | 


once further experience is attained. 
She's an expert manipulator, shows | 
originality in routining and has good | 
character conception, but needs a 
rewrite of her gab sections if she’s 
to hit the better locations. 

Miss Percy shows some good se- | 
quences including a femme dancer, | 
a juggling | 


monk. In the latter item, there’s a | 


heavily on adult ears. Lifting the | 
age level of her remarks would aid | 
Jose. | 


basis of the hassles occurring be- 
tween the State theatre, Hartford, 
and the Hartford local; the Adams 
theatre, Newark, and the Newark 
local, and in other cities there are 
situations, too. 

Situation promises, from all angles, 
to grow into one of the most serious 
arguments ever confronting theatres 
using Name bands where standbys 
are required. 





Milwaukee Theatre Gives In 
Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 


First major test of the anti- 


standby and featherbedding provi- ~ 


sions of the Taft-Hartley law is 
likely to come as a result of a 
union-theatre hassle this week at 
the Riverside theatre here. L. S. 
Gran, operator of the Riverside, for 
current engagement of Freddie Mar- 


tin’s band, had refused to hire a 
standby crew. 
Union officials consequently 


threatened to pull the band and 
after five days of wrangling with 
officials, finally gave in and hired 
the crew. Operator pointed out that 
by hiring the unnecessary musi- 
cians, he as well as the union was 
violating the Taft-Hatley act, which 
went into effect Aug. 22. 

Gran is expected to institute suit 
in the Federal court to recover the 
money expended on the _ standbys. 


If such action is started, it will be 
the first attempt to test the new 


legislation, and would probably 8° 
all the way up to the U.S. Supreme 
court, There’s every chance, accord- 
ing to observers, that other house 
operators and circuits weuld give 
financial aid to Gran in this suit, 
inasmuch as adjudication of the 


issue in the operator’s favor would 
a considerable savings. 


mean 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 

Patricia Bowman, Rudolf Kroeller, 
wrence Nickol, Paul Franke, 
Etici Puppets, Esther Borja, Brun- 
pilda Roque, M. H. Glee Club, Bal- 
H. Male Dancers, Rockettes, 

a H. Symphony Orch; “Down to 
“rth” (Col), reviewed in VARIETY, 


July 30, 47. 


j 1] can always be counted 
Music mething a little different in 
jts stage shows, if not in form of the 
resentation, at least in fantastic 
adgetry made possible by its ulti- 
vote in equipment. This time the 
topper to @ live and colorful 43- 
minutes on stage is a curtain of 
steam, which gives the right bow-off 
to a “Mephisto” ballet. 





Otherwise, the show produced by | 


Leon Leonidoff is fairly conven- 
tional, getting underway with a 
Cuban production number, following 
with the Rockettes, then going into 
the Salici Puppets and winding up 
with the Patricia Bowman ballet. 
Finale, in which Miss Bowman is 
starred, is the “Walpurgis Night 
ballet from Gounod’s “Faust. y Law- 
rence Nickol, bass, and Paul Franke, 
tenor, sing the prolog. 
ballerina is aided by Rudolf Kroeller, 
five M.H. male terpers, the louse 
ballet troupe and, finally, also the 
Rockettes, for a rather exciting finis. 


Choreography is by Florence Rogge, ; 


of the Hall’s staff, and is up to the 
usual standard of the house in pro- 


viding a gesture toward art for the | 


masses. 

Salici Puppets, of course, provide 
the ultimate in marionete work with 
their professor at the piano and 
their figure lighting and puffing a 
cigaret. The piano biz is tops in 
technique and good for some extra 
special palm patter when the pro- 
fessor carefully arranges his coat- 
tails as he sits down to play and 


then pulls out a kerchief and wipes | 


his brow after he’s taken his bows. 
Routining of the act otherwise is not 
as good as when caught at the Roxy, 
N. Y., recently. The diva, the ball- 
balancing and the tumblers seemed 
to be on and off too quickly to really 
perform at the end of their strings 
and there are overlong stage waits 
between the wirepulling acts. 


“Cubana” number which opens the | 


show has Esther Boria contraltoing 
“Siboney,” backed by the M.H. Glee 
Club. Brunhilda Roque and a group 
of male terpers add a Cuban dance 


routine. Rockettes contribute a num- | 


ber in the same accent for the usual 
excellent results when the 36 femmes 
line up across the footlights for the 
gam-slinging. 


Costumes are the last designed for | 
the Hall by Marco Montedoro, who | 


died two weeks ago. They’re color- 
ful and elaborate, without being 
gaudy, in keeping with the tradition 
of the Rockefeller institution and 


standard Montedoro set in his long | 


association with the house. Herb. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Sept. 12. 


Roland Twins, Elsa & Waldo. Leon | 


Kramer, Dunhills (3), Barney Grant, | tive routines and practically knock 


Les Rhode House Orch: “Dear Ruth” 
(Par). 





Though not as well balanced as 


bills which have played here in re- 
cent weeks and lacking names, cur- 
rent stanza plays evenly to rack up 
solid returns in most spots. 

Accent is on song and dance most 
of the way. The Dunhills rate a 
better spot than the teeoff slot as- 
signed them. Trio’s tap-trickery ‘s 
smoothly handled, with the precision 
work standout, 

_Local fave Leon Kramer, side- 
lined by stage accident for 12 years, 
returns with a neatly blended song 
stint that reaffirms impresh made at 
recent Copacabana engagement that 


he’s retained his slick tenor. Offers | 


“Sweet Mystery of 
Alone” and “Eili Eili.”. Tops with 
Switch to little girl character that 
winds stint for sock bowoff. 

Elsa and Waldo contrib a sesh of 
comedy terping thdt goes well, 


Life,” “One 


though duo tend to stay on too long. | 


Highlight is their controlled ball- 
roomology satirization. 

Comedy spot is held by Barney 
Grant, a switch from the fast patter 
comics usually installed here. Corn- 
filled sesh gets fair laugh returns. 

_ Roland Twins are much improved 
since last time around. Lads do 
neatly on “Glocca Morra,” “Whiffen- 
poof Song” and a special, “Battle of 
the Baritones.” Off to nice response. 

Les Rhode house orch turns in 
usual good job. Lary. 


Oriental, Chi 
‘i Chicago, Sept. 11. 
“Olsen & Johnson Revue” pith the 
tchmen. Gloria Gilbert, June 
Johnson, Billy Young, Shannon Dean, 
Michael Edwards, J. C. Johnson. 
Frank Cook, Eddie Franklin, Shorty 


Renna, Leonard Sues and Orch, 
Roryettes (16); “The Trespasser” 
(Rep). 





Olsen & Johnson have been busy 
for the last few vears in legit thea- 
tres and nightclubs, are back to 
vaudeville, with zany, entertaining 
package. Comics do everything in 
the book and the packed house at- 
tests to the fact that good old bur- 
lesque routines, refurbished a bit, 
still bring on the belly laugh. 

Show, which runs almost an hour 
and a half, starts off as noisy as 
Possible with frantic testing of mikes, 
@ great orchestral production num- 


The prima | 


ber to introduce a one chord pianist, 
and enough shots and body falls to 


they might have. First straight piece 
of biz brings on 16 Roxyettes who 
jive around to “Christopher Colum- 


do sOme quick old timers. Frank 
Cook scores with a harmonica and 
guitar specialty as a break until the 
next blackout, “Mystery,” which has 
corpses in the aisles along with 
spiders, rats, and other miscellany. 
Michael Edwards baritones “Peg of 
My Heart” to form an effective back- 
ing for the line girls second number, 
a parasoi routine. 

Leonard Sues takes the solo spot- 
light with a solid trumpet rendition 
| of “Basin Street Blues” and “Blue 
| Prelude.” Sues also does neat job 
| Of playing the show, which must pe 
loud and yet melodic. The pitch- 
men are good for repeated bows 
with their zany musical instruments 
and imitations. Overdone, however, 
is the spouting water routine. Gloria 
Gilbert receives nice reception for 
her slick terping. Roxyettes return 
and register in dance atop plastic 
balls. O&J then point out the 
vagaries of radio broadcasting 
Chorus follow and give out with a 
| regular square dance with partners 
| from audience. 
| Highlight for the customers is the 
| hoke giveaways with regular prizes 
after the fakes. Eddie Franklin, 
tenor, does neatly on “Danny Boy” 
and “Blue Heaven.” Zabe. 





| 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Cab Calloway Orch. (15) with 
Jonah Jones, Mary Louise: Berry 
| Bros. (2), Stump & Stumpy, Count & 





on draught of Cab Calloway’s or- 
chestra. Maestro and sidemen give 
out with the lively arrangements 
and vocals that have long been 
standard with the combo and par- 
ticularly delectable to audiences at 
this house. This trip is no excep- 
tion. 

Musickers, comprising four rhythm, 
five saxes, three trumpets and three 
trombones, carry major burden of 
the 60-minute show. They teeoff 
with sizzling arrangement of “Sum- 





segue into ballad, “She’s Funny 
That Way,’ with Calloway pepping 
up the vocal. Jonah Jones, saxist, 
| also chimes in for some hot licks. 
Calloway then brings on Count 
and Countess Leroy. Male does 
| some nifty dance routines on skates 


|} atop miniature table, while femme 
partner in brief costume gyrates 
through an oriental routine to gar- 
ner nice returns. Mary Louise, band 
| vocalist, gives out with sultry ver- 


;sions of “My Desire” and “I Want 
| to Be Loved” to fair reception. giv- 
jing way to the Berry brothers. 
whose expert and spectacular hoof- 
| ing, grabs the heaviest returns so fav 
| in the session. Lads have imeagina- 
themselves out to please. 

| Calloway follows with his “Minnie, 
| the Moocher,” with maestro on vocal. 
for audience participation stunt. 
| Follow with another solid number. 
|“I've Got a Gal Named Nettie.” 
| which really sends them. Band's 
arrangements are solid all the way. 
| They're particularly a push-over 
| with this audience. 

| Stump & Stumpy, male hoofing 
| team, close stanza with mixture of 
| eccentric stepping interspersed with 
| comedy which adds up for sock ap- 
plause. Edba. 


| 


RKO, Besiton 
Boston, Sept. 12. 
| Ted Weems Orch, with Bob Ed- 
| wards, Shirley Edwards, Billy Blair: 
|The Colstons, Glen West, Tim Her- 
| bert, “Kiss of Death” (20th). 


The new Ted Weems band, hypoed 





aches,” made its debut here 
week and while it doesn’t drag in 


thing), it sets up a nice layout in the 
quieter vein. 

Weems m.c.’s easily, introing a big 
list of vocalists, instrumentalists and 
acts in a comfortable manner. Band, 
not heard any too much on its own, 
does “In a Little Spanish Town.” and 
“I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now,” 
and sounds good if a little on the 
mellow side. The rest is largely 
background for vocalists, etc. 

Bob Edwards leads off with “The 
Night Is Young,” “Mickey” and “Peg 
O’ My Heart,” getting a nice re- 
sponse, and other band personalities 
clicking pretty generally are Glen 
West with a comedy guitar specialty 
offering “A-Huggin’ and A-Chalkin’ ” 
and “Cecelia”; Shirley Richards do- 


Man of Mine Has Went”; Billy Blair 
on the bass in “The Martins and the 
Coys,” etc., in a comedy specialty. 
and Elmo Tanner whistling “Nola” 
ijand “Stardust.” “Heartaches” is 
given a play in the routine, which 
includes possibly too many musical 





|numbers, but the audience stays 
| with it. ‘ 
| WVaude specialties are standard 


‘Tim Herbert does nicely in eccentric 

dancing; the Glenns, two boys and 
| femme, excellent in acro stuff with 
some sock lifts, and the Colstons im 
a burlesque on ballroom styles win 
| good applause. Elie. 





wake the audience from any lethargy | 


bus” introducing the comedians, who | 


Countess Leroy; “Spoilers of the 
North (Col). 
Apollo looks set for a bullish week 


mertime” and for change of pace} 


by the sock disc sale of ae | 
this 


the biz (school’s in session, for one’ 


Capitol, N. Y. 


Enric Madriguera Orch (24) with 
Patricia Gilmore; John & Rene 
| Arnaut, Luba Malina, Georgie Price, 
“Romance of Rosy Ridge” (M-G), 
reviewed in Variety, July 2, °47. 





Capitol got this show together 
rather hurriedly to replace the pre- 
vious entry and, while it doesn't 
come anywhere near stirring any 


huzzahs, it provides pleasant enough | 
And a good deal of | 


entertainment. 
the latter stems from the talents of 
Georgie Price, a campaigner from 
way back who knows what to do on 
,a Stage. Close behind him are the 
vocal antics of Luba Malina. 


Enric Madriguera’s orchestra took 
the music slot from the preceding 
Art Mooney band. Comprising five 
brass, five sax, five rhythm includ- 
ing bongos, etc. and three strings 
and a vocal group, Madriguera’s out- 
fit does a neat enough job, the ma- 
jority of his stint covering Latin 
tempi of course. He opens with an 
intitled item, which serves to bring 
on Patricia Gilmore (Mrs. Madri- 
guera) who stays on too long, but 
otherwise does well enough. She 
works over “It’s Delovely,” “Almost 


Like Being In Love” and participates | 
Beautifully | 


in “Jack, Jack, Jack.” 
gowned and coiffured, she makes a 
pretty picture. 


Beyond that opening set, Madri- | 


guera gets his innings between acts. 
| He does one bit which puts forth the 
various Latin tempi, another on 
“Feets Too Big for De Bed,” which 
leads into a “Feudin’ and Fightin’ ” 
rendition, inserting an unnamed vo- 
cal group into several. It’s all plea- 
sant listening and enhanced by a 
smartly dressed band and stage set- 
ting by producer Allen Zee. 

First of the acts is the standard 
turn of John and Rene Arnaut, 
whose bird routine goes over big. 
Since only the two men are working 
the act now, it’s a good deal briefer 
than it once was, but that doesn't 
Jessen the laugh possibilities. 
go through the trick-fiddling bit 
that is also standard with them in 
short order and then go right into 
the bird bit. Incidentally, 
thing should be worked out to fill 


the void between the two routines, | 


|} while each separately step back- 
stage io don the props that go with 
the main event. Right now the 
| changeover is badly executed. 
Miss Malina does a_ fine job. 
Draping a classy chasis in form-fit- 
ting black, she does a routine of 
songs that may be described as a 
modified Betty Hutton. She mugs 
every lyric for all it’s worth and had 
difficulty getting off on this show. 
Some of her material could be called 
questionable for theatres by some- 


one else’s perfurmance, but tre way | 


she does it takes any Pwecitie stin; 
from it. Initial number is “There 
Must Be Someone Fer Me,” which is 
a bit too long, a Russian item, etc. 
Topper is “When I Auditioned For 
the Harem of the Shah.” 
off big. 


Georgie Price plays Broadway 
vaudfilmers sporadically. But he 
does a job that unquestionably labels 
him as a highly experienced per- 
former. Here his act, after his 
“Bye Bye Blackbird” theme (which. 
| incidentally, he shouldn’t apologize 
for by explaining that it’s his theme 
and he couldn’t go on without do- 
‘ing it) consists of mimicry — and 
‘good stuff it is. However, what 
adds punch to the act are the lines 
describing his early association with 
the subjects of his apings and the 


events leading up to the develop-| 


ment of some of their styles. True 
or false, it’s good stuff. 

Price tees off with a takeoff on 
Jolson doing “April Showers,” then 
one of Jessel with “My Mother's 
_Arms.” another of Eddie Cantor. 
George M. Cohan. All are excellent; 
he has their mannerisms down pat. 
Sandwiched in between is a rendi- 
,;tion of “Carolina In the Morning.” 
It all gets solid response. Wood. 


Jefferson. N. VY. 


Gene Baylos, Fayne & Foster, 
Honey Bros. (3), Edna & Leon, 
| Wynne Oberon, Pete Ivory; Sid Gold 
Orch (6); “Dear Ruth” (Par), “Dark 
| Illusion” (MGM). 





the RKO circuit has allotted a full 
'week of vaudeville in New York. 
The circuit, which at one time ran 
the Palace during vaude’s geiden 


era, has renovated the Jefferson 
theatre in the heart of the Union 
Square shopping district, and last; 


week installed vaudeville on a split 
week basis with three changes of 
shows weekly. Despite that, it’s not 


abandoning the double-feature policy | 


under which the house operated suc- 
cessfully for many years. 


ing “Do It the Hard Way” and “Tha However, instead of making the | 


Jefferson a showcase where acts 
could be shown to advantage, the 
operation is along the tired nabe 
lines. 
the difference of only a compara- 
tively small sum would make the 
Jcefierson an ace house. 


The only bigtime concept is con- | 


tained in the booking, where talent- 
seiter Dave Stern has sought out 
seme good acts. The letdown is in 
the presentation. Lighting and 
orchestral backing are third rate. 
The bookers and agents here to 
gander acts wil] still have to use 
jimagination to be able to gauge 


They | 


some- | 


It gets her | 


For the first time in many years | some horror into the act, apparently | 


' socko. 


It's a pity too, inasmuch as | 


values. But to the audience, every 
act goes over terrifically. 

The act lineup topped by Gene 
Baylos is extremely good for a nabe 
house and would have a good chance 
of going over nicely in the produc- 
{duction wise flossier theatres. The 


|show has balance, considerable 
'variety and a degree of quality. | 
;Qpeners are Edna and Leon, a 


French hand-to-hand balancing turn, 
which displays some fancy 
Song department is handled by 
Wynne Oberon, a flashy looking 
blonde, who does a series of semi- 
i Classics with a few colaratura twists, 
for hetty applause. Pete Ivory em- 
cees capably without taking a spot of 
| his own. 

Other acts are standards with the 
Honey Bros. (3) showing nifty acro 
knockabouts, while Fayne and Fos- 
ter, previously seen in key vauders, 
do well in a novelty musical turn. 

As is the case with acts shown in 
nabes, the usual run of booker would 
walk away with only good reports 
for the standard turns Of the 
others, Leon and Edna could work 
into bigger coin once they smooth 
out their rough edges, while Muss 
Oberon needs considerable brush- 
ing up on projection. Jose. 


Million Dollar. LL. A. 
} Los Angeles, Sept. 13. 
Duke Ellington Orch (17), with Al 


Hibbler, Johnny Hodges, Kay Davis, | 


Sixth edition of roller skating extravae 


Al Sears, Ray Nance, Tyree Glenn; 


Mantan Moreland with Haywood 
Jones and Martina D'Arcy; Ford & | 
Harris, Jessye Scott; “Too Many 
Winners” «PRC) 


Duke Ellington and his orchestra 
are generating class stage show at 


the Million Dollar this week. Audi- 
ence at opening show received an 
extra dividend of Ellington music 


when band filled in spot left vacant 
by Ford & Harris after act’s plane 
was late arriving. Team caught up 
with later shows. 

Kickoff tune was “How High the 
Moon,” and the dividend that fol- 
lowed was “The Mooch” and “Jam 
Edition.” Trio pleased mightily. 
Also selling strongly were “Day 
| Dreams,” soloing Johnny 
fine alto sax: Ellington’s piano solo, 
“Happy Go Lucky Local,” wordless 
| vocalling of “Minnehaha” by Kay 
Davis and tenor sax workout by Al 
Sears on “Hiawatha.” Ray Nance, 
trumpet, does vocal and dance com- 
edy on “Squeeze Me” for nice re- 
sponse. Tyree Glenn rated same 
type of return with vibraphone solo 
‘on“Melancholy Baby.” 
| That's a lot of music to crowd into 
presentation but when it’s done in 
the superior Ellington 


response is great. Al Hibbler, blind 
vocalist. clicks with “Littl Brown 
Book.” “Summer Time,” “Shouldn't 


Happen to a Dream” and “It’s Mon- 
day Every Day.” 

Coming on late after an hour of 
Ellington music were Mantan More- 
land and his new partners, Haywood 
| Jones and Martina D'Arcy. Trio had 
| to beg off at show caught after solid 
delivery of comedy, dance and song. 


| Moreland’s comedy and appearence | 


| sells big and new partners, who re- 
| placed late Ben Carter. also pleased. 
| N.s.g. was Jessye Scott, 
|;“Augie Is a Natural Man” and 
“Boogily-Woogily Pig.” She _ gets 
by on piping but lacks rhythm in 
terp work. Brog. 


Capitel. Wash 
apitel. Wash. 


Washington. Sept. 12. 
John Calvert's “Magic and Models 
Show” (12), Sam Jack Kaufman's 


House Orch with Kay de Witt; | Nord’s quality to fill and take over, 


“Great Waltz” (M-G). 





John Calvert's magic show is a 
| dressy affair with nice looking gals 
'for background and a considerable 
| variety of tricks. but never seems to 
reach its full potentiality. One 
| trouble probably is that Calvert 
; works with an off-hand casualness 


| which loses the buildup given tricks | ; ‘ 
| men,” all in tep hat and tails and 


| by other magicians. Particularly in 
| the early stages of the 45-minute act, 
| there is a “so what?” feeling about 
; several of the numbers. 
| He really clicks twice during the 
performance—once with the audi- 
jence participation hypnotism stunt; 
,and the second time with his well 
| known finale in which he works 
‘sawing the head off a youth from 
the audience and then appearing in 
an ape mask while he carries the 
| “head” out to the orchestra. 

The audience participation, in 
which nine men are coaxed up on 
the stage by the pretty gals. fea- 
tures such things as hypnotizing a 
subject so that he cannot release his 
|; hand from the fioor. Calvert 
claps his hand sharply and subjects 
| have their feet skid under them and 
fall to the stage floor. 

Other routines include a levitation 
act in which a gal apparently floats 
in air: a flogting silver sphere which 


Calvert tosses around the stage and | 
back to him, | 


which always comes 
the trick of tearing up 
pages and putting them 
|again to make a complete page. a 
“rhapsody in smoke.” the trick of 
having lighted cigarettes appear one 
| after another. 

; The house orchestra comes up with 
a new singer. Kay de Witt who 
shows considerable promise and ap- 


mavazine 


pears likely to go places with her 
smooth presentation of popular 
numbers. Lowe. 


tricks. | 


Hodges’ | 


manner the! 


singing | 


ithe crowds. “Three Craddocks. 


also | 


Hipp, Bailie 
Baltimore, Sept. 16. 
Johnny Desmond, Coley Worth (2), 
|Jordan & Parvis, Joe Lombardi 
| House Orch (14) with Melvin See- 
bode; “Down to Earth” (Col). 





Brief layout spotted with h.o. of 
'film (“Down to Earth’) packs suffi- 
cient entertainment to make a pleas- 
ing package. Joe Lombardi and 
house orch have been brought up on 
stage and allotted slot for a medley 
|of Cole Porter and Hoagy Car- 
' michael ditties. Lombardi gives it 
plenty of showmantly treatment and 
vocal interludes by Melvin Seebode. 

Jordan & Parvis, mixed duo, fo}- 
low with smart hoofery. Coley 
Worth and his femme partner con- 
trib hokey comedy good for plenty 
laughs and hearty bowoff 

Johnny Desmond in closing spot 
comes on to nice reception. Young- 
sters gives out with smooth arrange- 
ments of “Juke Box,” a novelty an- 
nounced as an original: a medley of 
“My Desire,” ““Mam’selle” and 
“That’s Why I Love You,” “Guilty” 
and “Black Magic.” Burm. 





Unit Review 











Skating Vanities of 1948 
Monireal, Sept. 11. 


Peae- 


ganze in two acts and 26 scenes. 

tures Ciloria Nord, Mickey Meehan, Eileen 
McDonneill, Melva Moreno, Bolby May, 
The Three Craddecks, The Rudells, Billy 
lee, Frank Foster, Buddy Swan Tony 
Mirrelli, Rose Piccola, Lillian Schroeder, 
Terry Taylor, Donnie Davidson, Jay 


Loader, Bob Ritz, Sis MueHer, Larry Fer, 


Bruce Towle, Lon Hall, Jim Kush, HKob 
Girimes, Douglas Breniser, Wim Martina, 
Ji Bill Waldren, Tex Burke George 
' Petro, Gloria Sigel, Helen Howard, Laure 
Rell, Glory Johnson, Jean © Meara, Nerina 
Behrman, Dot Glagéer, Line (38 giris, and 


1% boys); preduction under the supervision 


of George D. Tyson; stage! by Russell 
Markert; costumes, Nato Kiursen musical 
director, Benjamin Schwarts At the 


Forum, Montreal, Sept. 9, “47; $2.50 top 


s 

With a cast of some 100 performers 
again headed by Gloria Nord and 
Mickey Meehan, the “19848 Skating 
Vanities” tries to get away from 
stereotyped formula. Gone are the 
big ensembles of oiher editions, the 


speed marathon wheel which al- 
ways made audiences gasp. In 
their. place, of course, are new en- 


sembles staged by Russell Markert. 
In true Rockettes style he has stared 
an effective “Grand Parade of the 
Weoden Soldiers” and: a “Minstrel 
| Days” Finale. But in between these 
two displays, one being at the 
start of the show and the other 
at the end, Markert has failed to 
compose any ensemble of superior 
or *xtraordinary value. The “Silver 
and Gold” number is fair and only 
achieves audience satisfaction bLe- 
cause of smart costumes of Nat Kar- 
son and Gloria Nord’s performance. 


The “Braziliana” number, closing 
the first part of the show, is put 
over by phosphorescent costumes, 


Melva Moreno’s lively jimmping and 
Billy Lee’s excellent samba rhythms 
on skates. The second part of show 
starts with a very poor “Frankie and 
| Johnny” barroom affair while the 
| ‘Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody” en- 
|semble is actually a lot of Jost time 
| while waiting for another brilliant 
| Nord display.. Markert and his pro- 
ducers here forgot to give any em- 
phasis to their production, limiting 
entrances to single sketers, each one 
|}making the huge stage leok too 
empty. Even though the girls are 
|nice and the costumes interesting, 
ithey prove, singularly and in turn, 
|that it takes indeed a star of Miss 





alone, such a big square of roller 


| skating space. Markert’s personal art 


comes out much better with “In A 
Modern Mood” ensemble. where 


| skating choreography and costumes 


bring hefty salvos. 

If “Vanities” are not as strone as 
in other years in big production 
numbers, it is Okay in speciaity 
numbers. The eight “Sleek Gentie- 


all magicians, contrib a very smart 
stunt which seores heavily with 
ex- 
traordinary European acrobats. and 


‘the three Rudells, both acts being 
‘the only ones in the show who do 
not perform on skates, are popular 
|new additions. 


For laughs the 
“Powery Belles” number is also 


But the show still wins most of its 
laurels via techniaue of its stars, 
Miss Nord, Mickey Meehan and 
blonde Eileen McDonnell. 

To a reviewer “Vanities” may not 
seem as consistent, in its ensembles, 
,as in other years. It is, however, 
still socko in solos and variety num- 
bers. As far as audience reaction is 
concerned, it remains one of the 
best skating extrtvaganzas around, 
and at times_even more fascinating 
than its rivaf ice skating shows be- 
cause of the more difficult technical 
aspects, Marc. 


| Swann Into Glass Hat 


{ Glass Hat of the Belmont Plaza 
hotel, N_Y., is set to resume its fall 
and winter policy next week when 
Russell Swann. comedy magico. and 
|June Taylor line opens Thursday 
1 425) 
During winter months. the Giass 
Hat uses names occasionally, along 
; with production numbers. 


together | 
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Concert Season Looks Promising; 
Percentage Dates the Vital Factor, 





Unlike gloomy predictions in other* 


branches of the entertainment field, | 
the concert business anticipates a | 
good season. Managers claim there 
is no sign of a recession yet. Rook- 
ings, they say, are the same as last 
season—which was the best in con- 
cert history. What remains to be 
seen is how the percentage dates | 
make out. | 

These percentage dates are 25% of 
the business. But they are the draw- | 
ing cards of the business, the cream | 


names that local managers and audi- | nt 
Business is still | doon. 


ences seek first. 
good, says one manager, if Lily Pons, 
for instance, draws $4,000 instead of 
$6,000 for a date. The question in 
impresarios’ minds is—is the public 


going to buy all the top seats as be- | 


fore, to constitute a selloutfi or will 
they buy the cheaper seats instead, 
because of other economic factors. 
This factor remains to be seen, and 
will answer the mystery of percent- 
age date returns. At worst, one con- 
servative manager anticipates a 
slight falling off in biz this year— 
say, 5% or 10%. No more. 

One manager sees, as a wholesome 
factor in the biz, the decline in the 
number of touring ballet troupes. 
There were three majors competing 
in the U. S. last year—the Original 
Ballet Russe, Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, and Bailet Theatre—but this 
season there are two, the first named 
being abroad. In addition, two nov- 
elty dance troupes, the Jooss Ballet 
and the Trudi Schoop Co., will not 
return. The modern dance groups— 
Martha Graham Co., Humphrey- 
Weidman Co., etc.—woh’t be as ac- 
tive, not having the bookings they 
had last season. 

Another manager sees a new trend 
towards group programs on the road, 
manifest in the call from small towns 
for symphonic ensembles. Such 
small cities, with taste for good music 
developed by records and the radio, 
without the means for a symphony 
orchestra of their own, or even the 
funds to book a full symphony or- 
chestra on their regular concert 
series because of the cost, are ask- 
ing the big concert managements for 
reduced symphonic ensembles or 
sinfoniettas. Such small 30-musician 
groups as the St. Louis Sinfonietta, 
the Daniel Saidenberg Sinfonietta, 
are filling the bill. What managers 
also like about this trend is that the 
small groups are trailblazers for full 
symphonies, whetting a town’s ap- 
petite and laying the groundwork for 
such eventualities. 


FLAGSTAD IN MIDDLE 
ON CHI OPERA DATE 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Benefit performance of “Tristan 
and Isolde” Now, 16, for the pension 
fund of the Chicago Symphony Or- 
chestra, led to solution of one touchy 
problem last week, but the solution 
may lead to another snarl. 

Snag turned up when Artur Rod- 
zinski, new conductor of the sym- 
phony, threatened to call off the 
deal unless Kirsten Flagstad was 
signed as Isolde. This ultimatum 
tripped off a chain reaction of back- 
tracking, but fast. 

In the belief that she held only 
a temporary permit and was not a 
full member of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists, backers looking 
for an out consulted AGMA counsel 
Irv Myers on the Wagnerian’s eligi- 
bility to work ‘the date. Myers 
checked AGMA’s Chicago office and 
learned the diva had joined up last 
week and was free to appear Nov. 
16. This announcement already has 





St. Louis Seeks B’way 
Hits for 1948 Stock 


St. Louis, Sept. 16. 

Municipal Theatre Assn. is already 
angling for Broadway hits to be pre- 
sented in its al fresco theatre in 
Forest Park during the 1948 stock 
‘season. Shows sought are “Song of 
Norway,” “Up In Central Park,” 
“Carousel,” “Oklahoma” and “Briga- 





| “Oklahoma!” will not be available 
| for stock presentation until 1950. 


| Manager Paul Beisman of the 
| Municipal Theatre Assn. last’ week 
|headed a delegation of the organi- | 
| zation’s biggies to Washington, put | 
| the convincer on execs of the Na- | 
| tional Housing Expediter and won | 
| the green light for $400,000 worth of 
| improvements for the al fresco play- 


house in Forest Park. 

It'll be ready for the teeoff of the 
opening of the 30th consecutive sea- 
son next June. 





Huntington Returning to Spa 

Saratoga, N.Y., Sept. 16. 
John Huntington, closing his first 
season as producer at the Spa Sum- 
mer Theatre, announced plans to re- 
turn next season. 


Edward Everett Horton was the 
season’s top grosser, with about $6,- 
800 for “Springtime for Henry.” 
ZaSu Pitts drew $4,200 in “The Late 
Christopher Bean.” Disappointment 
of the eight-week season was the 
weak $2,900 attracted by Bela Lu- 
gosi in “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 
Huntington operated the Spa the- 
atre on a rotating guest-star ar- 
rangement with his strawhat com- 
panies in Boston and Cambridge, 
Mass. 





Lucille Ball May Tour “Girl” 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Fred Burleigh, back from summer 
at Cohasset, Mass., to launch new 
season at Playhouse, may have to 
alter plans for opener due to the 
possibility that Playwrights’ Co. may 
withdraw rights to “Dream Girl” 
from Little Theatre groups. There’s 
still a chance that Lucille Ball, who 
was a sensation in the Elmer Rice 
comedy on strawhat circuit, may be 
available later in the fall, in which 
event she'll go on tour in “Girl” for 
Playwrights. 

The play had been scheduled by 
Burleigh for his 1947-48 inaugural, 
starting Oct. 10. In event it isn’t 
available, he’ll open with “Late 
George Apley,” which had been 
slated for last spring, but was can- 
celled when “Hasty Heart” devel- 
oped into such a hit it was held over 
for couple of extra weeks. 





Jennerstown Extends Season 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. - 
Because of its biggest b.o. season 
in history, Mountain Playhouse in 
nearby Jennerstown, Pa., will re- 
main open for the remainder of the 
month and may extend into October. 
Strawhat was forced to add an an- 
nex this year, increasing capacity 
by nearly 100, and has still been 
turning them away. 


Mountain Playhouse has been in 
operation for the last decade, resum- 
ing last summer after three-year 
wartime layoff. Producer is James 
Stoughton and James McAllan the 
director. Stoughton and his sister, 
Louise Maust, also operate profitable 
eating place, the Green Gables, in 
connection with the theatre. . 








prompted strong protests by 
AGMA members, who object 
Mme. Flagstad because of her war- 
time record and her late husband's 
collaborationism. 

Several members of the chorus 
are reported as saying they'll re- 
fuse to appear on the same stage as 
the diva. Her last Chi concert 
brought out large groups of pickets, 
but attendance was good. 





Todd in Chi Huddle 


On Bway Play Details 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Life of the Irish poet, Tom Moore. 


looks set for December or January 


Broadway production, 
Todd producing. Play, written by 
former Chicago Sun columnist 
W. A. S. Douglas, is being revised 
now, and casting will start next 
month. 

Todd was in town last week to 


confer with Douglas. 


local | 
to | 


Mpls. Starting Off 
With Big Schedule 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
Although the local legit season at 





the remodeled Lyceum gets one of 
its latest starts, it begins with more 
' bookings definitely set at the outset 
i than at any time in recent years. 
Initial attraction is Don Cossack 
chorus for one-nighter Oct. 17, fol- 
lowed by two-day stand of Ballet 
| Theatre and then Ina Claire in “The 
| Fatal Weakness” Oct. 20-23. Other 
| attractions include “State of the 
| Union,” “Harvey,” Blackstone. “Al! 


|My Sons,” “Another Part of the 


with Mike | Forest,” “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 


| “Alice in Wonderland,” “Annie Get 
, Your Gun,” “The Firefly,” “Call Me 
| Mister,” “Song of Norway” and 
| Maurice Evans in “Man and Super- 
i}man™. Manager Leo Murray also 
has hopes of getting “Carousel” after 
tits Chicago run. 





Plays Out of Town 











| First-night audience. with a large 


High Button Shoes 
Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 


Monte Proser and Joseph Kipness pro- 
duction (in association with the Shuberts) 
of musical. Music and lyrics by Jule Styne 
and Sammy Cahn; book by Stephen Long- 
street; choreography, Jerome Robbins; set- 
tings, Oliver Smith; costumes, Miles White. 





Directed by George Abbott. Opened at 
Forrest theatre, Philadelphia, Sept. 15, ‘47. 
Harrison FUOY....ccccssesccees Phil Silvers 
Sarah Longstreet...........Nanette Fabray 
General Longstreet........... Clay Clement 
Unele Wir sc iccae bcedse esas 2aul Godkin 
NANCY. «.cccsccasscceseess Helene Gallagher 
SOMEEE.. «0060-06 0Gb000neesrcsseeein Snare 
POW: os 6b esc e¥ Fe Sees sede dues Joey Faye 
ay | FA PY PPeere hy CERO ET TUL EeLiPTe Es Lois Lee 
Henry Longstreet..........+:« Jack MeCauley 
PP ee Perr ery cre Johnny Stewart 
COMER. oc ccocecciccsccsecerress Tom Glennon | 
AMER SS cass bk eRe oe a William David | 
SANONE) . < cccbctcscutdvsccdsso omncneetiel Frey 
Bettors.....George Speldin, Harold Lenters | 
Dancers: Jacqueline Dodge, Arthur Parting- | 


ton, Sondra Lee, Raul Celada | 


Philly had one of its now very | 
infrequent musical precms here to- | 
night (15) when the Monte Proser- | 
Joseph Kipness tuner, “High Button | 
Shoes,” bowed in at the Forrest. 


contingent from New York, seemed 
unduly enthusiastic at times, but 
show looks to have moderate chances 


| of winning a Broadway spot for it- 


self. Unlike “Bloomer Girl” and 
“Central Park,” its two predecessors 
in the now-popular nostalgic school, 
however, it showed plenty of ragged 
spots at the opening and will take a 
good deal of fixing, especially as to 
book and in Act 1. 

Score by Jule Styne and Sammy 
Cahn is standout although quite a 
few of the numbers are not at pres- 
ent put over as well as they could be. 
“Papa, Won’t You Dance With Me” 
and “I Still Get Jealous” are the two 
real show-stoppers, outside of the 
dance numbers and ballets, and both 
are handled by Nanette Fabray, co- 
starred with Phil Silvers, and Jack 
McCauley, personable vet who plays 
“Papa.” Latter is the surprise hit of 
the occasion, although not so sur- 
prising to the gang here who remem- 
bered him in “No, No, Nanette.” 
“Papa, Won’t You Dance With Me” 
is a lively polka that everybody’s 
whistling going out, and “Jealous” 
has nice melody and permits Miss 
Fabray and McCauley to do a swell 
softshoe dance. 

Silvers is a capable comic but not 
too inventive, and the full-length 
comedy role sags him down a bit. 
Then, too, it’s a shame he can’t at 
least sing well enough to put across 
his three or four comedy numbers. 
As it is, he doesn’t spot or emphasize 
some of the rather clever lyrics un- 
derstandingly. Joey Faye is more or 
less routine as his stooge. 

Original story by Stephen Long- 
street, on which libretto is flimsily 
based, gets lost much of the time, 
and still more of it will probably 
have to be thrown overboard, al- 
though for length show is okay, with 
opening running from 8:45 to 11:10. 
Substitution of more spontaneous and 
funnier material rather than cutting 
is the need. ; 

Nostaglia here, of course, is not of 
such old vintage as some of its pre- 
decessors. Time is 1913, with action 
in New Brunswick, N. J., and At- 
lantic City. Latter setting in second 
act has one of Jerome Robbins’ top- 
notch ballets, a spoof of the old Mack 
Sennett bathing girl and Keystone 
Kop routine. It’s too long right now 
but plenty funny, and clever, too. 
A picnic dance, perhaps not ambi- 
tious enough to be called a ballet, is 
another asset in Act 1, which needs 
plenty of help. ; 

Mark Dawson and Lois Lee han- 
dle the romantic interest and have 
two of the show’s runnerup songs. 
“You’re My Girl” and “Next to Texas 
I Love You.” Miss Lee is attractive 
but very light as to voice. Miss Fa- 
bray, in addition to two numbers 
noted, supplies charm, talent and 
clicks in all departments. Clay Clem- 
ent is “Gramp,” with little to do and 
one unnecessary Civil War recita- 
tion, well enough done but out of 
place. Best of the dancers are Ar- 
thur Partington, Sondra Lee, Jac- 
queline Dodge and Raul Celada. 

Oliver Smith’s settings are very 
neat and so are Miles White’s cos- 
tumes. 

With an accomplished veteran like 
George Abbott at the helm show 
should be rounded into shape shortly 
but it may still miss out for lack of 
a Bobby Clark as comic inspiration. 
Right now show belongs to the song- 
writers, to the dance department, 
and to Miss Fabray and McCauley. 

Waters. 


How I Wonder 
New Haven, Sept. 11. 


(Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin with 
Victor Samrock and William Fields) pro- 


duction of comedy-drama in three acts by 
Donald Ogden Stewart. Stars tayeeentl 
Massey; features Everett Sloane, Carol 


Goodner. Directed by Garson Kanin; set 
and lighting, Donald Oenslager; costumes, 


Helene Pons. Opened at Shubert, New 
Haven, Sept. 11, °47; $3.60 top. 

Prof. Lemuel Stevenson..Raymond Massey 
An unusuai characier...... Everett: Sivane 
WETOON, WOM. 6.054 60.0.050660%4 Henry Jones 
See SD 65 <b abedewes ot John Marriott 
Margaret Stevenson........ Carol Goodner 
Christina Stevenson.......... Bethel Leslie 
George Drummond.....,..Byron McGrath 
DP, FUMOE sce vecnccccccescesed John Sweet 
BAWUNS © 66 6 65 406.06 66% 40:5008650%5 Meg Mundy 
Henry Markrider. ..cscocscics Wyrley Birch 





This pseudo-comedy looms as a 





doubtful entry, mass appeal being 
completely discounted. Production 


| and Boston investment banker. 


"enemeea, 
Pa * 
Inside Stufl—Legit 
Bill Doll, p.a. for the forthcoming play, “The Heiress,” pulled an uns 


usual stunt in a deal with Clem Perry, supervisor for Rugoff & Becker 
owners of the Sutton, N. Y. filmhouse. As a result, the latter is running 


a trailer for the Fred Finklehoffe production of the drama. Sutton 
is presenting the English film, “I Know Where I'm Going,” starring 
Wendy Hiller, who will also play the lead in “The Heiress.” Trailer 


started Friday (12) and will run indefinitely. Filmhouse will get pro. 
gram mention, lobby display, etc. in return from the legiter. 


“Heiress,” directed by Jed Harris, will open cold Sept. 29 at the 
Biltmore, N. Y. There will be previews for a week, starting Saturday 
(20). This is Finklehoffe’s first dramatic production although he’s pres 
sented several name vaudeville shows on Broadway, such as “Show 
Time,” “Laugh Time,” etc. He has also formed his own film produc. 
ing company, planning to screen “Heiress” himself. Play, by Ruth and 
Augustus Goetz, was tried out on the road last year by Oscar Serlin 
under its original title, “Washington Square,” but was dropped. : 


Sid Cedric Hardwicke, directing the J. B. Priestley play, “An Inspector 
Calls,” now in rehearsal for Broadway, ‘was originally set to stage the 


| British production, at the playwright’s request, when Hollywood commit- 
| ments, interfered. Basil Dean then stepped in, and production was put on 


by the Old Vic Co. for a run starting last fall at New theatre, 
with Sir Ralph Richardson starred. 

Play is being offered here by the new producing firm of Courtney Burr 
and Lassor Grosberg. This is first try for latter, who is 23, a Harvard grad 
During the war he worked on Stars and 
Stripes in Europe, and wrote radio scripts for Army use. Burr has done 
many Broadway shows, most recent having been the short-lived “Little 
Brown Jug” in March, 1946. Melville Cooper, Frieda Inescourt and Rene 
Ray will be featured in the Broadway production, which also includes 
John Buckmaster and John Merivale. Tryout opens Oct. 7 in Boston with 


London, 





N. Y. premiere Oct. 21. . 


with Jack Cole doing the dances. 


weeks after New Haven. 


the Hudson. 


cidentally, 


seller, for Darryl F. Zannuck. 


younger sister, will be making her debut in 
based on the 1898 Gold Rush, will play the Forrest, Philadelphia, for three 


Show opens at the Alvin, N. Y. Oct. 8. 
gagement may not extend beyond the holidays, however, as Evans has 
booked a tour to the Coast and back, through next July. 

Dodd, Mead is getting out a special edition of the play in book form, 
in October, with scene pix from the Evans production. 
pulled something unusual 
and Boston engagements for the show in his New York ads. 


Tennessee Williams arrived Monday (15) in New York 
duction of his new play, “A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
who'll stage it, returned a couple of weeks ago from Hollywood, where 
he directed “Gentleman’s Agreement,” from the Laura Hobson best- 





George Coulouris will be doing his first singing role in “Bonanza Bound,” 
the Adolph Green-Betty Comden-Saul Chaplin musical which Paul Feigay 
and Oliver Smith, in association with Herman Levin, will preem Novy. 20 
in New Haven. Charles Friedman was pac 


1 last week to stage the show, 
"ou Barto, Nancy Walker's 
‘is production. Show’s book, 


Bett; 


Production is budgeted at $175,000, considered. low these days for a 
musical. Producer Feigay claims production is being simplified, without a 
frame drop in the show, etc. Most of the production money has been raised, 





Maurice Evans’ revival of Shaw's “Man and Superman,” opening to- 
night (Wed.) in New Haven, has been done in N. Y. only twice before, 
both times with Robert Loraine as lead. 
it first in 1905; Liebler & Co. second in 1912. 


Charles Dillingham produced 
Both times it played 
The N. Y. en- 


Evans, in- 


in announcing the New Haven 





for the pro- 
Elia Kazan, 


Marlon Brando is set for the lead in “Streetcar,” Succeeding John 
Garfield, who was originally announced for the part. 
is producing the show. Williams has had two previous plays on Broad- 
way, “Glass Menagerie” and “You Touched Me.” 


Irene Selznick 





holds nothing for films. Apparently 
the play is meant to convey some 
sort of message, but actually no 
proolem is solved: mainly because 
none is clearly presented. 

There’s an analogy here somewhere 
between the clown who always 
wanted to play tragedy and the ob- 
vious desire of Donald Ogden Stew- 
art, better known as a scripter of 
lighter-type diversion, to get some- 
thing off his chest. Now that he 
has done so, he probably feels better, 
inasmuch as his effort is a sincere 
one, but the feeling was not shared 
by the’ premiere audience of “How 
I Wonder.” To many of the puzzled 
patrons, the play’s handle was more 
than just a title—it was an actual 
condition. Show got off on the 
wrong foot by being advance-billed 
oy comedy, which it is anything 

ut. 

In his attempt to lay bare the soul 
of a medern scientist in his search 
for the truth, Stewart has written 
approximately two-thirds of a play. 
In several instances, he lets impor- 
tant followup material fall into the 
category of unfinished business. For 
example, his central character, an 
astronomy professor with liberal 
ideas, hints vaguely at the college 
trustees’ desire to “shut him up”— 
but the audience never learns what 
he has been saying. Again, he 
speaks of refusing to play ball with 
the higher-ups, and again, the mat- 
ter of what the higher-ups want 
him to do is kept secret from the 
cash customers A buildup to an im- 
pending verbal clash between .the 
prof and a capitalistic trustee ends 
up a complete dud as the second act 
curtain comes down just as the two 
are about to lock horns. 

At no time does the astronomer 
actually declare himself as he os- 
cillates between contemplation of 
the heavens and contemplation of 
his wavering theories on the 
brotherhood of man. For the most 
part, his aims and ideals are about as 
nebulous as some of the heavenly 
bodies he gazes at. 


On the basis of the above, Stew- 
att wiii have to bring his ceiestrai 
scrivening down to earth; otherwise, 
in all probability, Broadway’s drama 
morticians will inter his play in 
theatrical terra firma with some 
such epitaph as “Massey’s in de 
cold, cold ground.” 

Mentioning Massey, incidentally, 
brings up the fact that without his 





play-acting skill, together -with the 
accomplishments of a good support- 





ing cast, “Wonder” would be really 
tough to-take. Although Massey is 
onstage for practically the. entire 
show, he is given only a fair chance 
to display his intrinsic thesp ability, 

Everett Sloane, playing an im- 
aginary character as Massey’s mind, 
makes a satisfactory alter ego. Meg 
Mundy, another imaginary character, 
has an ethereal quality quite in keep- 
ing with the part. Carol Goodner’s 
interpretation of the professor's 
wife is good, as are other contribut- 
ing roles. 

A striking rooftop setting, with a 
huge cyclorama, gives an assist to 
the staging of Garson Kanin. 


Bone. 
Benehwarmer 

; Detroit, Sept. 9. 
Alex Yokel and Joel W. Schenker proe 
duction of comedy by Paul Gerard Smith. 
Stars Bert Wheeler; features Jed Prouty. 
Staged by Charles Horrell; settings, Frede 
erick Fox. At .Lafayette theatre, Detroit, 

Sept. 7, °47. 

scan. ng PEALE COU LCE eee Bert Wheeler 
POR 82d Tics p Sewe reser see ees OR, Proety 
Blmira...cccc.ccccccscoceses-Maud Wallace 
re errs Barton Hepburn 
MIEN Lc) sb VER RO ROOK CONS COL Cecael sue Ryan 
SET V4 5 oe V0.5 0040.6 40600% Jeanne Jerrens 
ee CULES 23 in kdccccccecos Ben Laughlin 
ee 8 ee Harold Grau 
t's thin 4 640-8064 6 0E0%: 00 toe Brown, Jr. 
Re re. Glenn Coulter 





“Benchwarmer” is a_ well-staged 
and well-acted homespun comedy 
which, for the most part, is well writ- 
ten also. With some strengthening 
of the opening act, this play might 
have some chances for success. 

Bert Wheeler, who plays his part 
straight without trading on his. es- 
tablished film and vaude personality, 
is cast in role of a wistful little fel- 
low with a big heart. Play’s action re- 
volves around the hopes and disap- 
pointments of his family after a 
tramp, whom he's befriended, leaves 
him a supposed fortune. The trunk 
in which the fortune is contained 
turns out to be full of poker chips 
and Wheeler goes happily back to 
his benchwarming. Wheeler registers 
with a solid comic characterization, 
despite the handicap of some child- 
ish lines. 

Jed Prouty turns in a neat per- 
formance as Wheeler's brother, wh? 
sympathizes with his manner 0O 
living but has to keep up with the 
torrid pace of his wife. Sue Ryan 


alse registers solidly in her scenes 
with Wheeler, as does Maud Wallace. 
as the peeved lady of the house. 
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New Season Not Really So Dire; 
Number of Hits to Tell the Story 





The legit picture this fall, lacklus- + 


tre though it has seemed to date, 
isn't as gloomy & situation, accord- 
ing to the records, as some of the, 
prophets have painted it. On the 
surface, the situation looks bad. Only 
one show has opened thus far on 
Broadway (and already closed). Two 
tryouts died out of town. Only four 
more new entrants are slated for 
this month. 

But a check of last year’s record 
shows only six productions trying 
out on Broadway in September ‘one 
of them a reviva!), and five of them 
flops. The sixth was a special case, 
the Palestine propaganda play, “A 
Flag Is Born,” a moderate success. 





“and although in October there were 


a few moderate hits, the first solid 
hit didn’t come until the last day of 
the month (“Happy Birthday”) and | 
the first smash not until Nov> 18) 
(“Joan of Lorraine”), The first mu- | 
sical smash didn’t show up until Jan. | 
10 (“Finian’s Rainbow”). Altogether, | 
there were only 12 successful pro- | 
ductions staged last season between 
Labor Day and New Year. 

Lined up for this month are “I 
Gotta Get Out,” opening Sept. 25; 
“Our Lan’,” “The Heiress” and ‘How | 
I Wonder.’ Next month brings “Com- 
mand Decision,” “Music In My 
Heart.” “Under The Counter,” “Dear 
Judas,’ “High Button Shoes,” “Duet | 
For Two Hands,” “The Big People,” 
“Man and Superman” and “Allegro.” 
Later in October such plays as 
“Medea.” “An Inspector Calls,” ‘““Fhis 
Time Tomorrow” and “The Druid 
Circle” are due. <7 

And although some of these may | 
stay out longer than scheduled, for 
polishing or revisions, the outlook is | 
fair, according to observers, for sev- | 
eral hits among these entries. 

Another aspect of the legit situa- 
tion is the growing number of re- 
vivals scheduled, with possibility 


(twice that of the previous season) 
might be approached. Reason being 
given is the same as last year’s—lack 
of sufficient new scripts. Last week 
John Wildberg decided to bring 
“Anna Lucasta” back to New York, 
where it will open next Monday (22) 
at the National. Michael Myerberg, 
impressed by the success of ZaSu 
Pitts in “The Late Christopher Bean” 
in the strawhats this summer, will 
revive the comedy with Miss Pitts 
and Guy Kibbee, for a run starting 
Oct. 20. 
Revivals Coming 

The Theatre Guild plans to re- 
vive Bernard Shaw’s “You Never 
Can Tell.” Already in 
Shaw’s “Man and Superman,” with 
Maurice Evans. Katharine Cornell 
is reviving “Anthony and Cleopatra.” 
The New Opera Co. is restoring 
“Topaze,” with Oscar Karlweis. Ger- 
trude Lawrence is mulling a revival 
of “Tonight at 8:30,” under John C. 
Wilson's auspices. Paula Stone and 


Michael Sloane want to bring back | 


“Louisiana Purchase,” with William 


Gaxton, Vera Zorina and Irene Bor- | 


doni from the original cast. 


Other contemplated revivals in- 
clude “Camille,” with Judith Evelyn; 
Actors Lab Co. in “Volpone:’ Len- 
nox Robinson's “The Far-Off Hills” 
and “The White-Headed Boy;” Jean 
Dalrymple’s production of “Green 
Pastures;’ Theatre, Inc.'s “The 
Changeling;” Frank Satenstein and 
Richard Kollmar staging “The Last 
Mile,’ with Canada Lee; Theodore 
Adolphus’ production of “Girl 
Crazy;” Jose Ferrer in “Richard III,” 
and the American Repertory Theatre 
in ‘Ghosts,” “The Wild Duck” and 
Romeo and Juliet.’ The Donald 
Wolfit British repertory troupe that 
accounted for five of last season's 
revivals, plans to revisit New York 
with another group of revivals. 


In any case, it has been pointed 
out, the relative activity of any sea- 
son depends not so much on the 
total number of productions as it 


does upon the quantity of successful | 


shows. A string of flops may bring 
about a high production figure, but it 
doesn't keep theatres lighted, pro- 


vide profitable employment to the | 


talent or managerial end of the busi- 
ness, offer satisfactory entertainment 
to the public or repay investors. 


On that basis, one solid hit will 
draw more attendance, create more 
employment and supply more invest- 
ment returns than a dozen flopolas. 
Therefore, experienced showmen, are 
not particularly concerned at the 
slim entry list of the season thus 
far. They're watthing for the per-, 
Centage of hits. 


tryout is | 


Longhair and Baseball Give 
Max Wylie a Theme for Play 


Max Wylie, whose “The Greatest 
of These” was tried out on the road 
last spring, is coHaborating with 
Frank Wilson on a comedy about the 
concert business. It'll'be called 
“Opus 10” and will make an analogy 
between the longhair music field and 
professional baseball, treating both 
as pure business enterprises rather 
than art, on the one hand, and sport 
on the other. Wilson has 
chiefly for radio heretofore. 

Wylie’s other completed play, 
“Everywhere a Chick Chick,” a 
comedy about psychoanalysis and 
progressive education, is in the 
hands of Paul Douglas, who plays 
the lead in “Born Yesterday,” at the 
Lyceum, N. Y. Douglas would like 
Max Gordon, producer of “Yester- 
day,” to do the Wylie play as a next 
vehicle for him. 

Meanwhile, Wylie has given per- 
mission for an undisclosed author to 
revise his ‘Greatest of These,” trans- 
ferring the locale from India to con- 
temporary Palestine. 


Hunter Claim 


For Shoes 


Mary Hunter, who was originally 


;} announced as director of the book 


of the forthcoming musical, “High 
Button Shoes,” has retained William 
Fitelson, of the law firm of Fitelson 
& Mayers, in a claim against the 
show's producers. Monte Proser and 
Joseph Kipness. Miss Hunter alleges 
breach of contract. Understood no 
action is to be taken until after the 


of 24} production opens in New York. The 


premiere is skedded for the week of 
Oct. 6, at the Century, N. Y. 

Miss Hunter is said to have been 
signed to stage the book of “Shoes” 
for a fee of $2.000, plus a percentage 
of the gross over a certain figure. 
However, after she had put in con- 
| siderable preliminary work on the 
script and laying out the direction, 
Proser and Kipness signed George 
Abbott to handle the overall staging 
of the production, with the under- 
standing that he was to bring in 
some additional financing. 

The producers are reported to 
have offered $500 to Miss Hunter to 
settle her claim. Henry Jaffe is at- 
torney for Proser and Kipness. 


LEGIT GROUP WANTS TO 
BUY IN ONN. Y. CAFE 


| Syndicate headed by Charles Herd, 
{a New York promoter, is consider- 
ing purehase of Maxim’s, cafe in 
East 55th street. N. Y., but has 
turned down the original asking 
price of $50,000. 

Herd’s group is understood to be 
in on four of the biggest Broadway 
hits of the last few seasons, the re- 
cently-closed “Life with Father” and 
the current “Oklahoma!” at the St. 
James: “Finian’s Rainbow,” at the 
46th Street, and “Brigadoon,” at the 
Ziegfeld. 


“Life With Mother’ Set 
| For March Det. Debut 


| “Life With Mother,” second install- 
ment in the annals of the Clarence 
Day family, will open a_ tryout 
March 29. at the Cass, Detroit. The 
engagement will be limited to four 
weeks, after which the comedy will 
be withdrawn and revised, if neces- 
sary, for presentation on Broadway 
the following fall. 

Howard Lindsay 
Crouse, who adapted “Life With 
Father’ from the original New 
Yorker sketches by Clarence Day, 
Jr., have blocked out the sequel and 
are about ready to write the dialog. 
They expect the actual writing to 
take a month or so. Preliminary 
production will be started by Oscar 
Serlin this winter. Lindsay and his 
wife, Dorothy Stickney, will again 
| play the roles of Clarance and Mrs. 
Day, as they did in “Father.” 

Bretaigne Windust, who staged 
“Father.” is now in Hollywood on a 
Warner contract, but will have the 
“Mother” directorial assignment if 
he is available at that time. Serlin 
‘Father.” 








/also produced 


Douglas Mutes ‘Bell’ 
To Build ‘Dream House’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Melvyn Douglas called off his 
plans to star in “A Bell for Adano,” 
as opener of the winter season for 
Detroit Stage, Inc., because of a film 
commitment with RKO in “Mr. 
Blandings Builds His Dream House.” 

Richard Charlton, Detroit legit 
producer, is currently on the Coast, 
seeking a replacement. 


802's 106 Assist 
ToN. Y.C. Symph 








written | 
| 


and Russel } 


Continuation this season of the 
N. Y. City Symphony concerts at 
City Center, N. Y.. which were in 


jeapardy for a time due to increased 
costs, was assured last week by a 
| donation of $10,000 cash from Local 
| 802, American Federation of Musi- 
|cians, The union made the volun- 
jtary contribution after a committee 
{from the Center called on it to ex- 
_plain its predicament. 
The orchestra, now in its fourth 
|year, has had an annual deficit of 
| between $25,000 and $30,000. Last 
| season expenses for orchestra and 
house were $80,141.48, receipts were 
| $46,850.85. bringing the loss to $33,- 
| 290.63. Annual deficits have been ab- 
| sorbed in the past by receipts from 
| Visiting attractions, like ballet and 
| legit. 
This season, however, the musi- 
cians’ local increased the cost of 
| orchestra rehearsals from $5 to $7.50 
'a man. This raised the orchestra’s 
| cost so, according to Paul Moss, man- 
| aging director, “it was a question of 
| getting more help or discounting the 
| orchestra.” Union's 10G donation is 
; all the more unusual, because Local 
| 802 gave the City 
| year ago as a eift to help its overall 
|activities (opera, orch, ete.). The re- 
| hearsal rate remains $7.50. 

Center’s orchestra, directed by 
| Leonard Bernstein, consists of 75 
| men, who play for the opera per- 
| formances as well. Moss still main- 
| tains a $2 top for the orch concerts, 
|he said, despite rising costs. 
| fall, the Center installed 333 extra 
| seats in the second balcony, to be 
; sold at 50c for concerts. Addition of 
i'seats, incidentally, brings the ca- 
| pacity of the house over 3,000. 
Orchestra will give 10 pairs of 
| concerts this fall, as it did last year. 
| This year, however, a_ soloist has 
| been engaged for every concert pair, 


'these being Isaac Stern, Samson | 
Francois, Tossy Spivasky, Arnold | 


rel, Ella Goldstein and Ellabelle Da- 
vis. Season opens Sept. 22. Although 
concerts are given in pairs Mondays 
and Tuesdays, thé opening week’s 
second concert will be given on 
Wednesday instead of Tuesday, due 
to the Jewish holyday, Yom Kippur. 
Switch is unusual in music circles. 


J.C. Thomas’ Antipodes 
Tour’s All-Time High; 
2506 for 36 Concerts 


John Charles Thomas is 
the U. S. after a concert tour of 
Australia and New Zealand, in which 
he hung up an all-time b. o. record 
in the Antipodes. Opening in Mel- 
bourne May 17 and closing in Auck- 





land Aug. 11, baritone did 36 con- 
certs, for gross of £55,811. At pres- 
ent low rate of exchange, this 


amounts to $187,000, but is equivalent 


power of the pound. 
Singer gave nine concerts each in 


Melbourne and Sydney. two in 
Adelaide, three in Brisbane, five in 
Auckland, four in Wellington, two 


in Christchurch, one in Dunedin, 
and one in Hobart, Tasmania, sing- 
ing to a total of 89.600 people. Ho- 
bart gross was double that of any 


previous artist. Average gross In 
New Zealand was $6,500: in Aus- 
tralia, $5,000. 

Tait & Co.. Aussie management 
which handled him there, claimed 
Thomas could have done twice as 
many concerts as he did, but vet 
singer needed a rest. The day be- 


fore he left he sang in a free broad- 
cast in Auckland, as a farewell ges- 
ture. 

Marks Levine. v.p. of National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp. who booked the 
Thomas tour, sent seven artists to 
Australia this summer, twice as 
many as ever went out there from 
| the U. S. in one season. Others were 
Vivien della Chiesa, Claudio Arrau, 

Simon Barere, Isaac Stern, Herta 
' Glaz and Miklos Gafni. 





Center $5.000 a | 


This } 


| Eidus, Nan Merriman, Jennie Tou- ! 


back in 


to $250,000 in sense of local buying | 





Musical Due This Winter 


Jack McGowan, scenarist and for- 
mer playwright, and _  songsmith 
Frank Loesser are collaborating on a 
legit musical comedy in which Adeie 





| Jose Ferrer may play leads. Pro- 
{ducer not set, but the show is a 
| probability for this winter 

| McGowan wrote a number of 
straight plays before going to Metro 
years ago. Miss Dixon's last Broad- 


way appearance was in “Between 
the Devil.” Ferrer starred last sea- 
son in his own revival of “Cyrano 


de Bergerac.” It had been announced 
that he would play the title part this 
season in Guthrie MecClintic’s pro- 
duction of “Richard III.” He is cur- 
renily in Hollywood to play the 
Dauphin in the Ingrid Bergman pic- 
ture, “Joan of Lorraine.” 


Moore, Whedon 
Script Musical 


Sam Moore and John Whedon 
radio writers on the Coast. have 
completed the book of a new musical 
| comedy satirizing contemporary pol- 
itics. It’s tabbed “Hell Bent for 
| Election” and has a score by Robert 
|Emmett Dolan and _ lyrics’ by 

Johnny Mercer. 

Whedon is in New York to repre- 
sent the other authors in dealings 
for the Broadway production of the 





'show. Moore was also east, but 
planed back Monday night (15) to 
'the Coast. While in New York, 


Moore, as national] president of the 
| Radio Writers Guild, participated in 
current negotiations with the net- 
| works for a minimum basic contract 
for scripters. 

Until they quit to devote them- 
| selves to writing “Hell Bent.” Moore 
and Whedon were the writers of 
“The Great Gildersleeve.” They 
have no immediate plans beyond ar- 
ranging a production of the musical 
comedy. Dolan, a composer and 
orchestra director, is active in radio 
and pictures, and last worked on 
Broadway as orchestra conductor of 
“Louisiana Purchase.” Mercer is ac- 
tive in pictures and does guest dates 
| in radio. 


‘LEVENTHAL SUPPLIES 
‘GENTLEMAN’ BACKING 


Jules J. Leventhal has supplied 
| the necessary backing for “The 
| Gentleman from Athens.” so Martin 
|Gosch will go ahead with the pro- 
| duction of the Emmet Lavery play. 
|with Sam Wanamaker staging and 
Anthony Quinn in the title part. It 
may be necessary to set back the 
start of rehearsals and rearrange 
|the out-of-town tryout and_ the 
Broadway preem. But the show will 
go into production about Oct. 1 with 
Leventhal as silent partner. 


For a time it appeared that “Gen- 
tleman” would have to be _ indefi- 
nitely postponed, or possibly aban- 
doned, as $46,500 of backing was 
withdrawn after the play was at- 
| tacked by Mrs. Lela Rogers, mother 
|of Ginger Rogers, on a “Town 
Meeting” broadcast. She 
| work is Communist propaganda. and 
| has since been sued for $2,000,000 by 
| Lavery and Gosch, on the grounds | 
of libel. 








GAC Invades Legit | 
Via Non-Unien ‘Mikado’ 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 

| General Amusement Corporation 


| 


fleld for the first time with the | 
| handling of the all-Negro musical, 
i“Swing Mikado.” Show, which is 
now at the Civic Opera Housé here 
for two more weeks, next goes into 


the Pabst, Milwaukee. and then 
tours the midwest playing split 
weeks and one-nighters. 

| Bob Weems, head of the local , 


| GAC office, is booking the non-union 
show. 


Dixon, the English comedienne, and | 


said the! 


Equity Okays Text of Loyalty Oath; 
Add Compromise Measure to By-Laws 


ad, 
» 4 


McGowan-Loesser B’way | 


| henceforth be required to sign was 


The exact text of the loyalty oath 
which all Actors Equity officers, 
council members and employees will 


approved yesterday (Tues.) by the 
association’s council. In essence. it 
states that the signer is aware of the 
Equity constitutional provisions on 
the subject and is able and willing 
to abide by them. 
his pledge is a compromise be- 
tween the demands of the right-wing 
faction of the council and the oppo- 
sition of the left-wing members. The 
proposal to adopt a loyalty oath was 
made at last week’s council session 
by E. John Kennedy (not Arthur 
Kennedy, as reported last week) and 
seconded by Elliott Nugent. How- 
ever, Alan Hewitt pointed out that 
the asseciation’s constitution, as 
amended several years ago, already 
forbids Communist or Fascist affilia- 
tion by a council member, and even 
provides a method of designating 
other groups following either totali- 
tarian line. 
When that portion of the consti- 
tution was read to the meeting, Nu- 


gent is reported to have stated, 
“That's all right with me,” where- 
upon Hewitt offered a_ resolution 


calling for an oath along those lines. 
That was the resolution adopted by 
the council last week over the neg- 
ative vote of three members. Ags a 
result Kennedy and Nugent were 
named a special committee te draft 
the actual wording of the oath, after 
consultation with the union's legal 
department. 

The portion of the Equity consti- 
tution defining Communist or Fascist 
affiliation is in Article 2, Section 12, 
réading as follows: 

“Any person who is a member of 
(1) any of the parties, organizations 
or groups set forth in this subdivi- 
sion A, whatever may be the official 


title or name of such parties, or- 
ganization or groups, to wit, the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 


Union, the National Socialist Party 
of Germany, the Fascist Party of 
Italy, the Communist Party of the 
U.S., or any political subdivision 
thereof, or (2) of parties, organiza- 
tions and groups which have adopt- 
ed resolutions or platforms presently 
in force declared by the Council of 
this Association to be inimical to 
and conflicting with the best inter- 
ests of this Association and of its 
legitimate purposes, and who retains 
such membership in any such party, 
organization or group for a peried 
of (30) thirty days after the Council 
of this Association shall have deter- 
mined (at a special meeting held ex- 


| clusively for such purpose) that such 


a party, organization or group is 
inimical to the best interests of this 
Association and its legitimate pur- 
poses and shall be given notice of 
such determination to the member- 
ship according to the provisions of 
the Constitution. 

“Any person who publicly, know- 
ingly or wilfully advocates, advises, 


, teaches or abets the doctrine, duty, 


' necessity, 


desirability or propriety 


|of overthrowing the Government of 
| the U.S. or of any State or political 


{subdivision thereof by force. 


_the British play, 
| Hands,” 


vio- 
lence or unlawful means.” 
Understood that there was an at- 
tempt to have the wording of the re- 
quired oath include actual reference 
by name to a number of allegedly 
Communistic or Fascistic organiza- 
tfons. That move was defeated, how- 
ever, on the ground that no such 


, condemnation should be made by the 


council except after “a special meet- 


jing held exclusively for such pur- 


pose,” as stipulated in the union's 
constitution. 





Montreal’s ‘Duet’ Preem 


Montreal, Sept. 16. 

The North American premiere of 
“Duet for Two 
by Mary Hayley Bell, 
will take place at His Majesty's 
theatre here during a four-day en- 
gagement starting Sept. 24. 

The leading roles will be taken by 
British players Francis L. Sullivan. 
recently seen on the screen in “Great 


| Expectations,” and Joyce Redman. 
| last week entered the legit booking } 





‘Marinka’ as Teeoff 


With the booking of the Michael 
Bartlett starrer, “Marinka,”.as its 
initial show, Astor theatre, North 
Bergen, N. J., tees off a stage policy 
Sept. 19. Piece is scheduled for a 
two-day run. 

House, operated by Marty Fessler 
and Norman Bialek, is scaled at 50c¢ 
to $1.50. “Alice in Wonderland,” with 
Ann Jameson, is pencilled in for the 
Saturday (20) matinee. 
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Biway Surging Back; Musicals 


Spiffy, ‘Annie 


$45,200 Setting 


Pace, ‘Brig’ 436, ‘Finian’ 426 


With the start of the new season, | performances because of poor at- 


Broadway 


to former Despite the con- 


evels. 


rosses are surging back; tendance; played total of 12 times. 


“The Medium” and “The Tele- 


tinued sultry weather last week, busi- | phone,” Barrymore (20th week) (M- 


ness rose sharply over the previous | 1.064; 


semester. The take continued to 


$4.20). Musical ~ dual-bill 
climbed with the trend, claimed $13,- 


climb at the start of this week, with | 900. 


Monday night’s (15) figures higher | 
than the corresponding night in 
many weeks. With the return of cool | 
weather yesterday (Tues.) the draw 
is expected to mount still higher. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (33d week) 
(D-1,095: $4.80). Arthur Miller's 
prize-winner moved up slightly with 
the field, getting nearly $13,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial | 
(70th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Irving 
Berlin tunes and Ethel Merman con- 
tinue to pull capacity here; $45,200. | 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (85th| 
week) (C-993: $4.80). With Judy 
Holliday back as femme lead, the| 
Garson Kanin comedy jumped to al- | 
most $19,000 for the stanza. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (27th week) | 
(M-1,626: $6). Keeps drawing Capac- | 
ity attendance; another $43,000 last | 
week. | 

“Call Me Mister,” Majestic (74th 
week) (M-1,659; $4.80). Another | 
long-runner that felt the business 
spurt: reached $27,000, only $3,000 | 
below capacity. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th St. (36th 
week) (M-1,319; $6). Another steady 
capacity show; $42,000 again. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst | 
(46th week) (C-1,160; $4.80). Climbed 
with the field last week, approaching 
$25.000 and likely to do better this 
week, } 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (150th week) | 
(C-920; $4.20). Only a few empty | 
seats last week following James | 
Stewart’s departure as star; about | 
$18,500. 

“Icetime of 1948,” Center (16th | 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Skating spec- | 
tacle got juicy $42,500 for nine per- | 
formances, with schoolkids still ac | 
counting for a-sizable share. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box | 
(32d week) (C-979: $4.80). Hit com- | 
edy went up to nearly $17,000, plenty 


profitable. 
“Oklahoma!,” St. James (230th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Rodgers- | 


Hammersiein folk musical still draw- | 
ing lush grosses; claimed $28,300 last | 
week, 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (96th | 

eek) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Lindsay- 
Gmue comedy smash surged to 
snappy $20,000 for the final week; 
closed Saturday night (13), but will 
have a company on tour. 

“The Magic Touch,” International 
(Qd week) (C-1,173; $6). Folded 
Sunday (14), after skipping several 














NOW IS THE TIME 
TO PUT YOUR 
“BEST FOOT FORWARD” 


Morosco 
John 


“Voice of the Turtle,” 


(179th week) (C-939: $3.60). 


van Druten comedy also moved up, | 


getting nearly $8,000. 
“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
(20th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). Mod- 


| erate draw comedy continues to hold 
on; got estimated $7,500 last week. 


REVIVALS 


“Burlesque,” Belasco (38th week) | 


(C-1,077; $4.80). Still racking up a 

nice profit; got nearly $13,000. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert (34th week) 

(M-1,382; $4.80). Bobby Clark starrer 


nearing the end of its run; hopped | 


to better than $20,000 last week. 


‘Mill Not So Red 
276 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Philly’s legit biz was a lot better 
last week than was generally ex- 
pected. Continuance of city’s habitu- 
ally torrid summer weather was fig- 
ured to knock the props from under 
tr > two legiters open but they man- 
aged to survive the heat and the un- 
precedented weekend rush to moun- 
tains and seashore. 


In fact, “The Red Mill” not only 
upped its opening week’s figure at 
the Shubert but achieved a very 
solid $27,500 in its final stanza. For a 





|return, after four weeks last winter | at Ford’s this week, 
| Mill” in for a 


and in face of the heat, that better- 
than-four-grand jump was really 
something for the books. In fact, 
judging by the capacity figures at 
the end of the week, the Victor Her- 
bert revival would have done as 
—_ if not better, if held for a third 
week. 


“I Gotta Get Out” opened in swel- 
tering weather Monday (8) at the 
Walnut, which hasn’t any cooling | 
system of any _ kind. First-night 
crowd stayed to the end and general 
verdict was on the favorable side; 
crix’s notices were dubious but all 
Stressed show’s possibilities. Philly 
right now is horserace conscious, 
with Garden track just about across 
the river, and that may have ac- 
counted for quite fair $6,500 gross, 
in face of heat and notices. 

Two openings this week and an- 
other house relighting for season. 
“High Button Shoes,” musical try- 
out, bowed in at the Forrest last 
night (15) with capacity house, part- 
ly due to big bunch of New Yorkers 
coming over for preem. Sale, how- 
ever, was also good. Three weeks set 
for this one although house has four 
weeks vacant. Tomorrow night (17), 
“Music in My Heart,” another tryout 
tuner, opens a 10-day engagement at 
the Shubert. This one, incidentally, 
could stay another week as the house 





The eyes of the theatrical 
| profession are focussed on 
photographs by 


JO MERMEL 


Creator of Lights and Shadows 


You pay no more for photo- 
graphs by America's lead- 
ing creative theatrical pho- 
tographer. 


DO IT TODAY! 


WRITE—WIRE—TELEPHONE 
FOR APPOINTMENT 


JO MERMEL 


+480 Lexington Ave. at 46th St. 
New York, N. Y. 
Tel. Plaza 3-5791 


has the week of the 29th open but 
\its New York bow is apparently hard 
| and fast. 

Philly’s last regular legiter, the 
| Locust, opens next Monday (22) with 
| “The Big People,” in for two weeks. 
| On Wednesday the Walnut gets 
|“‘Another Part of the Forest” for a 
| 10-day stay. No newcomers now in 
| sight for week of the 29th, but on 
| Oct. 6, “Medea,” dramatic tryout, 

with Judith Anderson and John 
Gielgud, is set for the Locust; Black- 
stone comes to the Walnut, and a 
| musical rep company sponsored by 
| the Shuberts opens at the Shubert, 
|offering “Rose Marie” and “The Mer- 
ry Widow.” On the 13th, the Forrest 
| gets “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” first 
ATS-subseription offering of season: 
| it's in for three weeks. “Alice in 
| Wonderland” is listed at the Shubert 
on the 20th and “All My Sons” is re- 
| Ported for the Walnut. On latter 
| date, Locust gets a super-fashion 
| show sponsored by the local paper 
| the Inquirer. : 


‘Turtle’ Fat $19,000 
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BLOOD DONORS 
~' ARE PAID 


An appointment is unnecessary. 
Apply in person daily ? A.M. to 4 
P.M., Saturday 9 A.M. to 12 Noon. 
Blood Bank of NEW YORK POST 
GRADUATE HOSPITAL, 20th St. 
and 2d Ave., New York. Please 
bring this announcement with you. 



















| In 10 Shows at D. C. 


ag Washington, Sept. 16. 
| “Voice of the Turtle,” in for 
_a 10-performance week including a 
| matinee and evening session on Sun- 
day, left town Sunday night with a 
fat $19,000. Haila Stoddard starred 
in this third version of “Turtle” to 
romp the Washington boards. It 
| started mildly but built up during 
the week. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner opened a 
three-week stand last night (15) in 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan.” Strong 
b.o. is assured since this is a The- 
atre Guild subscription show. 


‘| week. 

“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan | 
(273rd wk) (1,142; $2.40). Back to} 
the usual $17,000 after lush Labor | 
Day biz. 
| “I Remember Mama,” Biltmore 
(Ist wk) (1,636; $3.60). Downtown 
season started well with excellent 
$24,000. 


‘Waltz’ SRO $51,800 Cues 
412G Open-Air Season L.A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Gene Mann’s open-air Greek the- 
atre in Griffith Park wound.up its 
season Saturday (13) with a smash 
$51,800 for the second and final week 
of the “Great Waltz.” Second frame 
boosted the tally for the two-week 
stand to terrific $98,500 and brought 
the 10-week season to a halt with a 
giant $412,200. 

“Waltz” took the season honors, 
with “Desert Song” a close second, 
registering a hot $94,300 in two 
weeks. Show money went to opener, 
“Rose Marie,” with $75,400, edging 
out “Bitter Sweet” by $1,400. Low 
man on the tally board was “Blos- 
som Time” with $70,000 for the two- 
| frame stand, 








Mann’s second season wound up | 
ifar ahead of the disappointing initial 
| attempt last year, and the hefty take | 
'cued the producer’s efforts to find | 

some way of keeping the open alr} 
| house open all year round. 
Downtown season got under way 
| last week with “I Remember Mama” | 
|and second piece, newcomer “Free 
for All.” bows in tonight (16) at 
| the Belasco. 


‘Estimates for Last Week 
“Biography,” Las Palmas (2d wk) 
(388: $2.50). Another capacity $6,000 








“No Exit,” Coronet (3rd wk) (255; | 
$3.60. Run. extended through Sept. 
21 as Pelican Productions’ third of- | 
| fering rolled merrily along with | 
| $4,200. 
“The Great Waltz,” Greek Theatre 








(2d wk) (4.419; $3.60). New record | 

| for season to mark bowout, with 
standees every night, for great 
$51,800. 





‘Mill’ in Balto Repeat 

Baltimore, Sept. 16. 
Legit season got under way here 
with “The Red 
repeat following a 
smash week last year that reached 
$30,000. Set to follow are Kermit 
Bloomgarden’s new one, “Command 
Decision,” Sept. 22, and “Sweet- 
hearts,” Sept. 29. 

Good advance chalked up for “Red 
Mill,” and current selling of Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society | 
subscription for five plays is nearing 
last year’s mark. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Sept. 15-27) 
“Alice in Wenderland” — Opera 
Hse., Boston (15-27). 
“Allegro”—Colonial, Bost. (15-27). 
“Another Part of the Forest’— 
Walnut, Philly (24-27). 
“Benchwarmer” — Shubert-Lafay- 
oe Det. (15-20)? Selwyn, Chi. (21- 





| 





“Big People’ — Lyric, Bdgport, 
(15-20); Locust, Philly (21-27)). 

“Blackouts of 1947”—E] Capitan, 
Hollywood (15-27). 


~“Blackstone”—Royal 
ronto (15-27). 


“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(15-27). 

“Call Me Mister”—Blackstone, Chi. 
(15-27). 

“Carousel”—Shubert, Chi. (15-27). 

“Chocolate Soldier”—Rajah, Read- 
ing (19-20); Nixon, Pitt. (22-27). 

“Command Decision” — Ford’s, 
Balto. (15-27). 

“Duet With ‘Two Hands’’—His 
Majesty’s, Montreal (24-27). 

“Fatal Weakness”—Hanna, Cléve- 
land (15-27). 

“Harvey”—Cass, Det. (15-27). 

“High Button Shoes” — Forrest, 
Philly (15-27). 

“How I Wonder”—Colonial, Bost. 
(15-27), 

“I Gotta Get Out” — Walnut, 
Philly (15-20). 

“I Remember Mama” — Biltmore, 
L. A. (15-27). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan”—Nat’l., 
Wash. (15-27). 


Alex., To- 


“Man and Superman” — Shubert, 
N. Haven (17-20); Shubert, Bost. | 
(21-27). 

“Music in My Heart”—Shubert, 


Philly (15-27). 

“Oklahoma!”—Aud., Hartford (15- 
20); Shubert, New Haven (21-27). 
‘ “Private Lives”—Harris, Chi. (15- | 
7). 
| “State of the Union”—Playhouse, 
| Wilm. (19-20); Karlton, Williamsport 
| (22); Rajah, Reading (23-24); Lyric, 
| Allentown (25-26); Mosque, Harris- 
' burg (27). 
| “The Red Mill”—Ford’s, Balto. 
(15-20); Erlanger, Buffalo (21-27). 
| “This Time Tomorrow” — Victory, | 
_Prov. (19-20); Metropolitan, Prov. 
| (21-27). 
_ “Tobacco Road”—Shubert-Lafay- 
ette, Det. (15-27). 
“Toplitzky of Notre Dame”’— 
American, St. Louis (15-27). 
| “Volee of the Turtle” — Lyric, 





| wood and Kurt Katch, 


{ton of 


| boff. 
| six performances at $4.80 less guild 





| Richmond (15-17); Academy, Roa- 
noke (18); Aud., Louisville (20): 
| Cox, Cincy (21-27), 


In 16th Week, 


Tallulah's 


ES 


Carousel Leads Chicago at $33,900 


Lulu 216 





Spike Jones Boff 28',G, 
S. F.; ‘Loving’ $13,500 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

Spike Jones and his “Musical De- 
preciation Revue,” which opened at 
the 1,776-seat Curfan, Sept. 5, with a 
$3.60 top, chalked up an estimated 
second week’s gross of $28,500, tre- 
mendous. 

Kolb and Dill, at the 1,550-seat 
Garry in “The High Cost of Loving,’ 
hit a’ first week’s gross of $13,500. 
The jiinal week of “I Remember 
Mama,” starring Charlotte Green- 
brought a 
strong $24,000. 


‘Allegro $25,000 





For 6 in Boston: 


Boston, Sept. 16. 

Much-discussed “Allegro” off on a 
three and a half week tryout at the 
Colonial last week under Guild 
pennant and was a near-sellout be- 
fore first curtain went up. Show, in 
formative process, drew widely di- 
vergent notices from the crix. Nor- 
the Post went big for it, 
calling it the best musical he'd ever 
seen, but Elinor Hughes of The 
Herald couldn’t see it at all. Others 
were in between but neatly split, 
three for, three against. All agreed, 
however, it was headed for’a N. Y. 
Got an estimated $25,000 on 


discount. 
“How I Wonder,” moved up a day, 


opens tonight (16) at the Wilbur 
against “Alice in Wonderland” at 


the Opera House. Ahead are “Man 
and Superman,” “This Time To- 


morrow,’ Duet for Two Hands,” 
“Oklahoma!” (3d time around); 
“Professor White,” “An _ Inspector 


Calls,” “Sweethearts,” “Medea,” “For 
Love or Money,” “Show Boat” and 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” 


Courtneidge-Hulbert Co. 





Sail on 19th From London 


London, Sept. 16. 

Among show people sailing for the 
U. S. on the Queen Mary, Sept. 19, 
will be Cicely Courtneidge and her 
“Under the Counter” company, her 
husband and show’s director, Jack 
Hulbert, produeer Lee Ephraim, and 
composer Manning Sherwin, ° 

Actress Dorothy Ward and Pat 
Howes, wife of actor Bobby Howes 
and mother of J. Arthur Rank star 
Sally Ann Howes, also sail on the 
same day. Beatrice Lillie, who was 
also scheduled to leave, postponed 
her trip. 


M’pls. Group Will Show 


Menotti’s ‘Madame Aupic’ 
Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

North Star Drama Guild, leading 
local little theatre group, has set 
two local premieres for this season. 
It will offer the first showing here of 
Gian-Carlo Menotti’s new drama, 
“Madame Aupic,”’ and of “Mr. 
Cooper’s Left Hand,” by Clifford 
Goldsmith, original author of the 
“Aldrich Family” radio series. 





dropped. 

Arrangements for the productions 
were made by Arthur Sircom, who 
will stage both of the plays. He 
hopes to bring Menotti here for 
“Madame Aupic’s” premiere.  Sir- 
com has been directing this summer 


at Richard Aldrich’s strawhat at. 


Dennis, Mass. 
The North Star Drama Guild also 
will go on tour throughout the mid- 


west during part of the season for | 


the first time, 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Duet for Two Hands”—Robert 
Reud. 

“An Inspector Calls”—Courtney 
Burr, Lasson Grosberg. 


“Annie Get Your Gun” (road)— 
Rodgers & Hammerstein. 
“Another Part of the Forest” 


(road )—Kermit Bloomgarden. 

“The Fatal Weakness” (road)— 
Theatre Guild. 

“Tobacco Road” 
Oshrin. 

“Medea” 
Oliver Rea. 

“Our Lan’”—Eddie Dowling, Louis 
J. Singer, 

“The Heiress”—Fred Finklehoffe. 

“Music in My Heart” — Henry 
Duffy. 


(road )—Harry 


— Robert Whitehead, 


“Mr. | 
Cooper” was tried out on the road | 
by George Abbott last spring, but | 


Chicago, Sept. 

For its 16th week “Carousel” ae 
Chicago, with $33,900 for the nine 
performances. However, “Private 
Lives,” with Tallulah Bankhead, hag 
few empty seats, keeping near the 
$21,200 mark that it garnered last 
week. “Born Yesterday” picked up 
a thousand, with healthy play on 
Sunday, for $12,500. “Call Me Mis. 
ter,’ which closes the 27th of this 
month, rang up a profitable $22,000 
for the 18th week. “Swing Mikado” 
picked up rapidly with change of 
cast and brought in $20,000 this 
week. 

Bert Wheeler comes in with “The 
Bench Warmer” Sept. 22 at the 
Selwyn. Arriving the same week is 
the musical, “Toplitzsky of Notre 
Dame,” which opens at the Stude- 
baker, Sept. 29. Oct. 6 is the date 
for “The Chocolate Soldier” and 
Billy Gilbert at the Blackstone. 

Estimates For Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (29th 
week) (1,334; $3.60). Sunday policy 
brought in extra thousand for 
$12.500. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (18th 
week) (1,358; $4.80). Show, now in 
its final weeks, still holds up strong 
$22,000. 

“Carousel,” Shubert 
(2,100; $4.80). Still the leader with 
grand $33,900. Institutes Sunday 
night and matinee policy beginning 
Sept. 21. and drops Wed. afternoon 
house. ° 

“Private Lives,” Harris (8th week) 
(1,000; $3.60) Right next to capacity 
with $21,200 for the seven days. 





(16th week) 


“Swing Mikado,” Opera House 
(2nd week) (3,649; $3.60). Surprise 
of the crop was the upturn in re- 
ceipts for this all-Negro musical, 


which jumped $8,000 over opening 
to $20,000. 


‘HARVEY’-BROWN 256 
IN 2D DETROIT WEEK 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

“Harvey,” starring Joe E. Brown, 
closed its second week at the Cass 
with an estimated $25,000 for eight 
performances at a top of $3 in the 
1,500 seater. 

The first week was also a near- 
capacity $25,000. 





'“‘Wonder’ Sturdy 9G 
In New Haven Debut 


New Haven, Sept. 16. 

After battling a combination of 
the year’s most brutal humid spell 
and divided notices, preem of “How 
I Wonder” came through with a 
satisfactory b.o. score of close to 
$9,000 on a basis of four perform- 
ances at $3.60 top. Advance sale 
was largely credited to Raymond 
Massey draw. Doubtful word-of- 
mouth didn’t help any. 


Superman” with a four-day stand 
starting Wed. (17) and next week 
brings “Oklahoma!” for the season’s 
first full week (22-27). 

Other attractions booked include 
breakins of “Professor White.” “For 
Love Or Money” and “Street Car 
Named Desire.” 








Young college grad seeks position 
as assistant to Producer, Agent, or 
Publicity man. Play reader, leg 
men, or what have you? Good 


theatrical knowledge and experi- 
ence. 





eBox 865, Variety 
| 154 W. 46th St., N. Y. 
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AVAILABLE 
YALE DRAMA ‘37 


Major Experience 
READER, EDITOR, SCOUT 
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Maurice Evans launches “Man and 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK : 
By Frank Scully ood 


Success, Calif., Sept. 14. 
Convalescing from the world’s troubles which have sent my gluteus 


maximus 


jliac and the femur, Earl Wilson might like to know), I tuned in on Kate 


Smith's morning glories only to learn that I was practically a laundryman | 


taking in my own washing. While my back was being rubbed (the wrong 
way), Witty Kitty and Teasing Ted had turned her into a columnist. 

She and Ted Collins were kicking the thing around, hoping to find an 
easy “in” for a plug for the radio rag now featuring her prose, when 
suddenly (well, suddenly, for that program, anyhow), she let us know that 
hers would not be a typical column. 

She and Ted agreed that “lying, cheating, conniving, knocking down some- 
body's reputation, was the fastest way to get recognition as a columnist. 
They were not going that way. 

Having regressed from Varrety’s Page 2 to Page 54 in three years, | can 
hardly be included among those who were jet-propelled to eminence by 
“jying, cheating and knocking down reputations.” Thus I can referee this 
a One Down, Rest To Go 

Quite frankly, 1 think that plaintiffs Smith and Collins are using very 
old scripts, but I'd be a sucker to say so because they are on the air at 
least five times a week and now apparently have a column as well. That 
gives them six counterpunches to my one haymaker, and if I don't land 
they may pepper me to death. But even with me beached, there are a 
flock of other columnists who can trade them blow for blow—and prob- 


ably will. 


just to check on how many were still getting on by “lying, cheating, | 


and knocking down reputations” I carelessly canvassed the field. Among 
dozens of columnists examined, 1 found only one at the moment still 


in ‘ 
eye be retired to graze with the senescent old bulls at San 


Simeon. The others were discussing these various topics: 
Enter Dick Traey 
LOUIS SOBOL. Songs of yesterday and whether-“Where Did You Get 


That Girl?” enjoyed a priority over “Where Did You Get That spoil a | 
suppose | 


also referred to Eddie Cantor as a “level headed performer.” e 
Kate Smith could construe this as practically calling Cantor “Flattop, 
but by my standards it was meant as a compliment. Sobol is the author 
of “Some Days We're Happy,” a book which has given me many happy 
hours while confined to my present linen prison. 

WALTER WINCHELL. Winchell has a “cause” these days and a man 


with a cause has very little time for “lying, cheating or knocking down | 


reputations.” He still wants to “Arrest Cancer! It's Wanted For Murder!” 
and won't be satisfied until cancer and the human race are ph-t-t-t. 

WALTER LIPPMANN. He's busy trying to keep the Truman Policy 
and the Marshall Plan from knocking each other out, and having had a 
hand in the writing of the General's prescription for saving Europe hed 
be only slapping his own reputation if he panned the medication. Lipp- 
mann is the man who said: “Writers who have nothing to say are the ones 
you can buy; the others have too high a price.” Naturally he was hoping 
to be included in the category, but his syndicate will quote you his prices 
any time. 

E. V. DURLING. Certainly no columnist is more free from this Smith- 
gonian smear than Darling Eddie Durling. Ive seen him rise from one 
paper to scores across the country and have yet to see him knock down 
anybody's reputation—let alone lie, or cheat. His “Horses and Woman 


and “Mules and Men” departments don’t contain a germ of malice from | 


one years’ end to another. To those in show business he is invariably 
WED SULLIVAN. A columnist who has to steer between the rocks of 
McCormick and Hearst has his hands full keeping it clean. Sullivan spent 
this day’s space telling how Irving Berlin parlayed the 33c. he made on 
“Marie From Sunny Italy,” his first song, to the $3,000,000 gross on “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” This hardly belittles anybody's reputation, unless pos- 
sibly Nick Michaelson who was Berlin's original collaborator and pre- 
sumably hasn’t been heard of since. 
Wilson Clean Bill ef Health 


EARL WILSON. He, too, is clean these days, or have bathing beauties 
little to do with bathing? Anyway, Wilson cleaned up the American 
Legion and deserves a citation for having the courage to take on that army 
currently without a war. 

CHARLES B. DRISCOLL. O. O. Mclintyre’s former sales agent and 
still trying to be his successor, spent his whole column telling about Rich- 
ard Connibear, 17, of Lakeland, Florida, stricken with infantile paralysis 
three years ago and now one of the foremost makers of airplane, ship 
and automobile models in America. , 

BUGS BAER. Defending the subway from the 10¢ putsch was Arthur's 
contribution to the columnar calumny. Having spent half his life riding 
the sooty scooters for a nickel, he likes the idea of subways being in the 
red. “In-1912,” he wrote, “they put fans in to stir up the bad air. The 
fans resolved so slowly I sold advertising space on the blades. Over in 
Deauville in 1927 I kibitzed the owner of the Interborough at the Casino. 
He went for a ride on the roulette wheel. That's one marble he couldn't 
pick up.” Okay, that’s knocking down somebody's reputation, but when 
you reach back 20 years and don’t even mention the guy by name ‘could it 
be Schnotz?) you're practically draping news in the robe of charity. 

GEORGE E. SOKOLSKY. Still plugging for a moral foundation of po- 
litical economy and making nice piece of jack proving that lying, cheating 
and conniving don’t pay. No knocking there. 

SIDNEY SKOLSKY. Don't get me wrong. He loves Hollywood, and 
even if you only get 2% of your own show, it's still better than being Bertie 
McCormick's saloon editor. 

Is ht? 

SHEILAH GRAHAM. Is the fact that Claudette Colbert is trying to 
land Gregory Peck, Robert Mitchum or Orson Welles for her next picture 
a proof of columnists getting on by kfiocking down somebody's reputation” 

HEDDA HOPPER. Now we get into the vulnerable areas. 
On this day she found no Communists running picture production. 

LOUELLA PARSONS. Aside from the fact that she “rushed” Teresa 
Wright to the hospital because Miss Wright (who is Mrs. Niven Busch in 
private life) is expecting a baby in six weeks, and reported that her con- 
dition is excellent and there is no cause for alarm, that Mary Beth Hughes 
has a “new figure,” that men who fall in love with Rita Hayworth usually 
stay in love with her and that Barney Glazer and Nat Finston are doing 
the life story of Wagner and Liszt, who's friendship, according to Lolly, 
“suffered when Wagner stole Liszt's girl friend” (Wagner actually married 
Liszt’s daughter), I could find nothing in her current release which fits 
the Smith formula for success as a cohumnist. 

Lots Do 

JIMMY FIDLER. The intimate notes from his little black book con- 
tinued to be about 60‘4 wrong. But who does better? 

RANDOLPH CHURCHILL. This plump son of the retired Fuller brush 
salesman of the British Empire is now in India explaining how well the 
Indians have learned the British icsson of divide, decimate and rule. But 
nobody was blamed particularly. ; 

DAVID LAWRENCE. He was trying to patch up the blown out inner 
tube which const'tutes the present diplomatic relations between Washing- 
ton and Rio de Janeiro. 

LEONARD LYONS. A specialist in little known facts about well known 
People and a lawyer himself, he knows how to write himself out of libel 
actions. Possessing the Winchell touch, he doesn’t touch anything that’s 
soiled. He rose rapidly but hardly with the mucker’s rake which Kate and 
Ted don’t realize went out in 1912 with John Reed, Norman Hapgood and 


_ 





Simeon Strunsky came in. 

FRED OTHMAN. No kindlier columnist ever covered Hollywood 01 
Washington. He was writing, this day, on long dresses, and if somebody's 
reputation ought to be knocked down it is the plotters from Paris who 
threw that one at the all-American knee. 

Gracie On Dresses Too 





on a rampage (that’s the well padded muscle between the sacro- | 


bilge into the peasantry, and he certainly is so old in service | 


GRACIE ALLEN. She, too, was squeezing what humor remained in 


longer skirts for women and shorter trousers for men. She was going | 


home to work on her wolf whistle in case men’s legs turn out to be more 
curvaceous than Goldwyn Girls’ game. No rep-wrecking there. 

ROBERT C. RUARK. Back in Italy and reporting that officers below 
the rank of colonel loved him for knocking down the reputation of Lieut.- 
General John C. H. Lee. 

BILL CUNNINGHAM. The old Dartmouth All-American and defender 
ef muscular America is defending Bob Ruark. In fact in this column he 
brought out a couple of extra siege guns to demolish the belief that there 
was anything in common between this General Lee and old Robert E. 

BOB HOPE. No evidence here of any reputation-ruining. In fact he 
was trying to squeeze humor out of converting the Les Angeles river bed 
into a super highway, which wasn't the idea at all. The scheme is to 
cover it over and use it for an airstrip. And so his water repellent con- 
vertible sinks in the West, bidding a fond farewell to Azusa, Cucamonea 
and Anaheim; which probably by now is no longer a Jack Benny gag, but 
in the public domain. Meaning Hope's. 


Nothing, Sir, Nothing 

ERSKINE JOHNSON. His birdseed is buoyant but rarely bitter. He. 

too, in his time has belted Sinatra below the belt, but his current columns 

seem to be devoid of malice in wonderland. Garfield, Power, Turner. 

Grapewin, Colbert, Shore, Tobias, Wynn, Hussey, Ayres, Cummings, 

Canova, Haymes—names, names, names. But what's wrong with names 

as news? 
| HAROLD L. ICKES. Now here's a guy that had an excellent chance 
te climb to the top fast by knocking reputations, but in two years he has 
slowed down to the point where he is now trying to teach fellow poli- 
ticians that you can’t kill ideas with bullets. 

MARQUIS CHILDS. If ever a columnist got on by trying to under- 
stand everybody, and even showimg good temper when taking issue with 
stuffed shirts, this is the boy. He is currently writing out of Berlin and 
doesn't know where he’s going from there, for the simple reason that the 
guys who laid out the maze seem to have lost the blueprint. “The con- 
trast is always with the Russians,” he writes. “They exhibit the fine self- 
eonfidence and assurance of a glacier.” 

What Makes Sammy Run 


reputations, but when a country spends 50 years trading goods for gold 
| and then buries the gold, and another country which trades gold for 
goods now says everything will be all right if well give them the gold 
back again, what can you but resort to ridicule? This sort of talk is like 
reducing international relations to a dormitory bull session. Grafton's 
okay. 

DREW PEARSON. Well, we're getting warmer now. 


Here's one kid 


full ef rep-wrecking inside facts that he even asks his wife, “Did the 
paper come?” in a whisper. 

GEORGE DIXON. This Washington character is now around Holly- 
wood and sort of trails along with the blast of Senator Sheridan Downey 
| that California is crawling with gamblers, racketeers, blackmailers and 
other fugitives from a pinch. I suppose this would come under the head- 
ing of knocking down reputations, but are columnists supposed te bow 
and scrape before journeymen yeggs and dues-paying hoodlums lest they 
wreck some reputations? 

Score One For Kate Smith 

WESTBROOK PEGLER. About the only columnist currently who fits 
Witty Kitty's formula for success is Peg. Nobody’s working harder to 
| keep the wheezing motor going on hate than Peg. In fact he has reached 


the point of repeating his hates so often his typewriter must be powered | 


| with soda bicarb. 

His latest snarl constitutes a rehash of his blast against Frank Sinatra. 
| This is a long standing feud, dating from a previous national convention 
when Sinatra went to Peg’s hotel room to take a punch at the old devil's 
disciple, only to find Peg not in. 

Sinatra’s subsequeyt punch at Lee Mortimer, who, like Peg, is in the 
Hearst string of ~ep-wreckers, was like pouring poison into a guy suf- 
fering from elephantiasis of the mind. It set up Peg’s old infection. 

So months after Sinatra has apologized to Mortimer and paid with a 
$9,000 settlement, we now get Pegler trying to build the old Sinatra story 
into a new sinister serial. 

Okay, let’s concede that this one is built on “knocking down someone's 
reputation,” but does one column make a Parthenon? 


| Literati 


‘It Takes All Kinds’ OK 














Lincoln Steffens—or about the time Bugs Baer, F.P.A., Don Marquis and ! 


SAMUEL GRAFTON. Well, maybe he’s one that got on by knocking | 


who has certainly got far by hustling out like June all over. Pearson is so | 


the New Yorker and “closeups” on | 


But even | 


* | disk 


It takes all kinds of people to 
!' make a world and all kinds of stories 
jto make a book. In this book, (“It 
!Takes All Kinds”; Harcourt Brace: 
| $3.75) Lloyd Lewis has taken all 
kinds of people and put them in all 
kinds of stories, good stories avout 
| good and bad people. Stories about 
| the Civil War, baseball, fighters, 
i'gunmen, soldiers, actors, critics, 
‘architects, society, liars, evangelists, 
| cowboys, animal acts, newspaper- 
| men and authors. 

The book is a tight package of 
'some of his famous stories, like "My 
| Biggest Baseball Day,’ “He Hated 
|Southern Genilemen,” “Billy the 
|Kid,” “The Two Minnies,” “The 
Great Winnetka Hunt” and meny 
others that have appeared in his 
| columns of the Chicago Sun and 
Chicago News and magazines he has 
| written for these many years. 
| Jt all makes dandy reading and 





-made me send my subscription to the | 


| Chicago Sun Book Week for which 
|Lewis is now writing his column, 
so I won't miss anything this guy 
writes. He knows his history, his 
characters and his business. Sez, 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 


| 








George Frazier‘s Neat Book 


| George Frazier, ex-Entertainment | 
| Editor for Life, freelance scribe, ar- | 


dent jiazzanhile and, incidentally 
reviewer for Vaniery, has 
done an entertaining and rather 
amazing job in putting his best 
' pieces tovether under the title, “The 
‘One With the Mustache Is Costello” 
|(Random House;$3). Besides being 
'a frank and free and betimes rather 
‘ribald anthology of his personality 
_pieces—they call ‘em “profiles” on 


Life—Frazier’s ardent jazz predilec- ' 


tions are rather autobiographically 


interlarded in Part 2 of the book | 
{which he captions “The Faster Beat.” | 


This touches on such mundane things 


as 52nd St. (cirea Riley & Farley). | 


Whiteman, Bix and Bunny Berivan 
right down to Eddie Condon (his 
new rave). 


|! Appropriately enough the profile | 


on Fred Robbins (“Disc Jockey”) 


segues into this latter chapter which, | 


for obvious reasons, is much shorter 


than the forepart with its excellent | 
° ! 
and revealing closeups on Bogart, | 


Ted Williams, Toots Shor, Hildegarde 
(“Anna and the King of I Am), 
Heliinger, Petrillo, Errol Flynn, Ber- 
lin, Lorre, et al. The most initiate 


are bound to get more than a line | 


or two of new and revealing miscel- 
laneous information on any of the 
w.k subjects, despite the fact they ve 
been “done” until unconscious. 
Fact that many of these pieces 


saw light in Life, True, Collier's, | 


Coronet, etc., means nothing because, 
as Frazier explains in an unusual 
foreword, these are the unexpur- 


aateds. Incidentally, that intro on | 


the Time-Life technique is something 
special for the newspaper bunch. 
Abel. 





Authors League In Hub Scrap 

Censorship committee of the 
Authors League of America has tak- 
en up the fight against the ban of 


the Boston Public Library on Doro- | 


thy Speare’s new novel, “Spring on 
52nd Street.” Rex Stout, ex-presi- 
‘dent of the League, drafted a state- 
ment this week for the committee, 
terming the Boston Library action a 
“new technique in censorship” and 


adding that it “is fantastically ridi- 
culous, but it is also imtolecrable.” 
/The work has been favorably re- 
‘viewed by various publications, in- 
cluding the Library Journal. 

The Boston Library’s ban, it has 
been learned, was on the basis of a 
report by two anonymous reviewers. 
its understood that three Boston 
papers. including the Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, have assigned report- 
ers to uncover the identity of these 
reviewers and obtain a statement as 
,to the grounds on which “Spring” 
|was banned. According to the Li- 
brary’s own siatemert, the novel is 
reeirded as “unmoral.” 
| Under the ruling hended down 
several months ago by the Supreme 
Court of Massachuseiis, in the czse 
of Liilian Smith’s “Strange Fruit,” 
the Besten authorities may not of 
ficially ban any book except afier 
a court trial..In the case of “Snoring 
on &2nd Street” there hes been no 
offic al ban, but the Library has 
simply declined to purchase the 
book. 

There is no truth to reports that 
the League plans legal action against 
the Library. 


j EE 


Nuanees Out 

New quarterly mag, Nuances, is 
_out with the September issue. It's 
to carry short stories by new, un- 
known writers. Carries no ads. 
| Publisher is Helen Price, and the 
| editors include Miss Price, Is: belle 
Lehr and Louise Cuddihy. It has 
a folder-like format, pulp stock and 
is printed by a duplicating process 
resembling mimeographing. Priced 
at 25e. an issue, $1 a year. 

Guild's R H Paet 

| The Author’s Guild, subsid of the 
Authors League of America, in the 
literary field, has worked out a mini- 
mum basic agreement with Random 
| House. It is the first such pact the 
| organization has ever had with a 
publishing firm. General terms of 
| the deal have all been aereed upon, 
'and the actual wording is now being 
put inio legal language. 

The agreement is understood to 
;cover general trade books and re- 
| prints, as well as the entire matter 
| of subsidiary rights. Meanwhile. ne- 
gotiations are Already in progress 
with Houghton-Mifflin, and confabs 
| with the other publishers are to fol- 
low. Negotiations with Simon & 
Schuster were broken off some time 
avo, and may not be resumed until 
all the other houses have signed. 

New Republic Changes 

Editorial staff changes on The New 

Republic last week brought in ex- 
| foreign eorrespondent Edd Johnson 
as managing editor, replacing pub- 
lisher Michael Straight, who tem- 
porarily held the m. e. post. An- 
other addition was Eva Putnam, who 
takes charge of the mag’s newly- 
created foreign press section. 

Prior to joining The New Repub- 
lie, Johnson was a Chicago Sun for- 
{eign correspondent and had also 
| been with the OWI, CBS, Collier's, 
'N. Y¥. World-Telecram and N. Y., 
'Journal-American in various ca- 
paciiies. 





| Don Congden Joins Matson 

Don Congdon, for the past two 
years a Simon & Schuster editor, 
| has joined the Harold Matson liter- 
ary avency, in N. Y. Before moving 
to S & S he was an associate fiction 
editor ati Collier's, 

Prior to switching to the mag and 
book field, Congdon for eight vear's 
had been associated with literary 
agent Lurton Blassingame, 





CHATTER 

Pail Gallico due back in a few 
days from Lenden. 

Cecil B.. DeMille is writing an 
article on Hollywood for Cosmopoli- 
tan mag. . 
| Helen Co'ton and hubby Martin 
Field motoring ezst om literary as- 
signments. 

Chiistopher LaFarge_ seld his 
houre in New York City and bought 
a place at Oldwick, N. J. 

Marc Connelly back in New York 
after Mississippi River cruise, during 
which he worked on a plaw script. 

Lippincott bringing cut John 
Lardner’s “It Beats Working,” an 
anthology of his Newsweek sports 
columns. 

Hearst newspapers will publish a 
seiizlization of “Knock on Any 
| Door.” which Mark Hellinger will 
film for Universal-International. 
| John Purcell, Life foreign corre- 
spondent now stationed in the Fur 
Fast, is hav'ng his first novel, “Clave 
tcport.” published by Vanguard in 
November, 

Renee Brasier, of the board of 
‘directors and former business man- 
ager of the centinental edition of 
‘the Paris Herald Tribune, getting a 
'U. S. Medal for Freedom for her 
reopening of the paper after Liber- 
, ation, 
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~Broadway 


Nitery biz up all over, including 
the class joints. ; AR 

Dave Chasen flew in for a quickie 
on a private plane. ane 

Michael Higgins, last in Anti- 
gone,” going into “Our Lan’. 

Carly Wharton off to Europe last 
weekend, in search of play scripts. | 
Cowboy comic George “Gabby 
Hayes being submitted for vauders. 

Lee (Mrs. Louis) Sobol ill at Doc- 
tors hosp, receiving no phone calls. 

Henry ‘Lasco played the detective 
in the shortlived “The Magic Touch, 
instead of the boyfriend, as erra- 
tumed. 

Mabel McCallum, of road troupe 
of “Harvey,” into Broadway com- 

any as the nurse, replacing Mary 

ooper. 

Jacob A. Weiser, theatrical pro- 
ducer, resuming his courses in 
dramatics and playwrighting at City 
College. 

Hildegarde’s return to the Hotel 
Plaza’s Persian Room will set off a 
series of celebrations marking the 
40th anniversary of that hotel. 

Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers resumes luncheon sessions 
next Friday (19) with powwow on 
16m film industry at the Town Hall. 

Joyce (Mrs. Jules) Buck is visit- 
ing her folks in company of U-I 
producer Joan Harrison. Buck is as- 
sociate producer with Mark Hel- 
linger. 

Stanley Meyer, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of United Artists The- 
atres, convalescing at his Sherry 
Netherland suite, following minor 
surgery. 

Frank Lawton, British actor and 
ex-major in the King’s Royal Rifle 
Corps, to be decorated with U. S. 
Legion of Merit at American 
Embassy, London, Sept. 25. 

Despite his pout at Rodgers & 
Hammerstein for allegedly breaking 
the release date on “Allegro,” Decca 
prexy Jack Kapp flew to Boston for 
the break-in, with Irving Berlin. 

Walter: Hendl, assistant conductor 
of N. Y. Philharmonic, who wrote 
music for the legiter, “Dark of the 
Moon,” will baton for special series 
of children’s concerts at Town Hall 
this season. 

Thyra Samter Winslow found that 
operating even one guest room in 
her West 18th street town house was 
too much in this servantless era, so 
she sold “Writer’s Cramp”—billing 
for said manse—to Dr. Alice V. Kel- 
leher, head of a rns Psy- 
chiatric dept. of U. 

J. Raymond Bell, former director 
of advertising and publicity of the 
Loew theatres in Washington, and 
one time Metro eastern publicity 
manager, has joined the executive 
staff of Donahue & Coe. For the 
past two years, Bell was advertising 
and public relations director for 
Capital Airlines. 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 

Marcel Pagnol back to Paris for 
UNESCO patiers, 

Harry- Novak canceling his in- 
tended N. Y. visit. 

Clifford Fischer back in town after 
a@ rest cure in Royat. 

Arthur Field considering doing 
“Anna Lucasta” here. 

MPA’s new India rep, Fred 
Spencer, to Cairo after Paris visit. 

Joyce Fountain, ex N. Y. News 
rene in Czechoslovakia and 


aly. 

Marcelle Chantal interrupting tour 
of “Vent vient de Loin” following 
motor crash. 

Lou Woifson here from London for 
@ quick talent quest on behalf of 
Chi's Muriel Abbott. 

Liza Lapinere, wife of the RKO 
public relation exec, preparing an 
exhibit of her latest paintings. 

Harry White of International 
Broadcasting back from N. Y. and 
preparing to return there in October. 

Francois Andre, who runs Deau- 
villes, Cannes and La Baule, getting 
a Legion of Honor from the Tour- 
ism ministry. 

Jean Marais and Jean Cocteau at 
Albergo Luna in Venice prior to 
filming the Victor Hugo play, “Ruy 
Blas.” dt Scalera Studio. 

Belgian. producer Rene Gordon 
gone 3,000 costumes free from 

ome authorities for production of a 
Belgian epic to be directed by 
Leonide Moguy. 

Francois Mauriac’s play, “Passage 
du Malin” (“The Devil’s Passing”), 
which preemed in South America, 
will get its French premiere in pro- 
vincial Nancy before Paris. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





assistant sales manager, in from New 
York. : 
Walter Hoffman, 20th-Fox exploi- 
teer, back from New York honey- 
moon. 4 ve 

M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, to Omaha to meet Andy Smith, 
sales manager. 

Merry Macs follow Carl Ravazza 
into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
race, opening Sept. 19. 

George ranstrom, veteran St. 
Paul independent circuit owner, un- 
derwent operation on his eye. 
William A. Scully and Mannie 
Gottlieb, Universal vice-president in 
charge of sales, and district manager, 
respectively, here for sales’ confer- 
ence. : 

Bill Clark, of Cincinnati, becomes 
local district manager of RKO The- 
atres and is making initial tour of 
district with R. T. Whelan, his as- 
sistant. 

Herman Goldberg, Warner Broth- 

ers’ homeoffice maintenance head, 
here to look over new exchange 
building, expected to be ready for 
occupancy late in October. 
Monte Carlo and Alma Saunders, 
composers and lyricists, from_Holly- 
wood to visit their son, E. C. Ben- 
jamin, former Warner exploiteer and 
now secretary of Mayor H. H. 
Humphrey. 





es 
Chicago 

Ray Carsky, of Essaness, still ill at 
Wesley a 

Ashton tevens back from a 
month’s vacation. 
Tom McConnell off to Buffalo on 
film anti-trust suit. : 
Noel Coward doing the town with 
Tallulah Bankhead. 
Tom Delaney, of Delaney Pre- 
views, out of the hospital. 
Marshall Migatz here from New 
York as advance agent for “Henry 


Edward C. Raftery, United Artists, 
back in New York after conferences 
here, ; 
Ray Axelrod, of Eagle Lion, back 
from month’s special promotion trip 
in Wisconsin. 
Rud Lohren left Chi to assume 
manager’s job at the Wanee theatre, 
Kewanee, Ill 
Cary Grant, Anna May Wong, 
Dave Rubinoff and Paul Muni in 
town last week. - 
Henry Michel, of the “Carousel 
cast, planed to Jersey City to greet 
his new daughter. : 
Eddie Cantor here for entire week 
to help promote the United Jewish 
Welfare Fund drive. 
Katherine Littlefield here for con- 
fabs on the forthcoming Sonja Henie 
ice show at the Stadium. : 
Bill Scully, Universal veepee in 
charge of sales, in for quick gander 
before entraining to New York. 
William Rodgers, sales manager 
for M-G-M, holding Chicago staff 
conferences before continuing east 
to the homeoffice. : 
Leonard Campbell, AFM head in 
Rochester, drove back to his home 
office after conf‘ences here, with 
several stopoffs for rest. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. now on 
tour of the key cities promoting his 
picture, “Exile,” will address the 
local Lions Club Sept. 25. 
Ann Crowley, former femme lead 
in “Carousel,” off to join the London 
company of “Oklahoma.” Gloria 
Elwood succeeded her here. , 
“Carousel,” at the Shubert, insti- 
tutes Sunday matinees and night 
ae a no beginning Sept. 21. 
ednesday matinees are dropped. 
Henry Hathaway in town for film- 
ing of local scenes of “Call North- 
side 777,” with James Stewart and 
remainder of cast due in next week. 
Harry Miller, the publicist, his 
wife, and Harry Greben among the 
Chicagoans going to Los Angeles for 
the Jane Withers-Bill Moss wedding 
Saturday (20). E 
James A. yigpeteice. who has 
been filming a Chicago Travelogue 
for the last six months, will open a 
local branch with John E. Flynn, 
formerly of Metro, in charge. 
Peter Bayes, assistant to Leo 
Brandt, Eagle Lion publicity head in 
Chicago, takes over road flack duties. 
He was in charge of publicity for 
the Strand theatre, New York, be- 
fore entering the Army. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 

Jeannie Clarie trio into Blacka- 
moor show. 

Fan and Bill sold their Beach spot 
for $250,000. 

Ned Schuyler also went_to N. Y. 
on a talent quest. 

Jane Dulo into new Clover Club 
show this week. Her first appear- 
ance in this area. 

Paddock club, going in for higher 
budget, has set Sally Rand and Nan 








Peggy Ann Garner and mother in 
town. 

Three Kewpie Dolls at Andy's 
niterie. — 

Ben Fish, Goldwyn representative, 
in town. 

Minneapolis Daily Times now a 
tabloid, city's first. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room hold- 
ing over Lanny Ross. 

Oliver Broughton, M-G-M home- 
office auditor, in town. 

James R. Grainer, Republic sales 
manager, due in town this week. 

Earl Perkins, veteran Warner 
salesman, on month’s leave in Texas. 

Ben Marcus, Columbia district 
manager, conducting sales meetings 


here. 
L. E. Goldhammer, Eagle Lion 


| Blakstone for dates. 

| Sea Isle hotel, oceanfront hostelry, 
sold for $2,500,000, to reopen Nov. 1 
as a year-’round operation. 

Jesse Weiss, operator of Joe's 
Stone Crab restaurant, back from 
Colorado to ready the eatery for 
next month reopening. 

Murray _ Weinger, Copacabana 
pariner, off to N. Y¥. to join Ben 
Slutsky in a talent hunt. They're hop- 
ing to sign Danny Kaye, and other 
names, 

Jack Goldman says he’s gotten 
Jackie Miles for $40,000 for an 
eight-week run at the Clover Club, 
Starting in January. Other names 
set include the Vagabonds, booked 
for same time as Miles, Gracie 
' Barrie and Cross & Dunn. 





London 


Baron Rolf Cederstrom, widower 
of Adelina Patti, left $298,000. 

Will Hay back in town after four 
months’ recuperation in Norway. 
Sid Field returned to the cast of 
“Piccadilly Hayride” after a brief 
rest. 

A circus season will be held for 
the first time at Harringay Arena 
this winter, being presented by Tom 
Arnold, 

Tom Arnold’s Ice Revue closes at 
the Stoll theatre Oct. 4 after a 
year’s run. A new version will be 
staged there Oct, 22. ; 

Henry Clarke, who plays Judd in 
“Oklahoma!”, returns to New York 


Oct. 13. No successor decided on, 
but rumored replacement is Earl 
McVey. 


Archie de Bear talks of staging a 
musical show of “The Co-Optimists 
type which proved so successful in 
1921, and of which he was one of 
the originators. 

Gracie Fields recording 13 half- 
hour radio programs for export only. 
These wtil be broadcast throughout 
the world, but will not be heard over 
the air in Britain. : 

A serious fire was averted at His 
Majesty’s theatre, Sept. 8, when a 
routine inspection revealed a fourth 
floor coffee room ablaze. Fire was 
quickly put out by firemen. 

Wynyard Brown, young play- 
wright, is having his first play, 
“Dark Summer,” tried out in Hol- 
land before it comes to the Lyric, 
Hammersmith. 

During the last week of the run 
of “A Sleeping Clergyman” at the 
Criterion, Margaret Leighton, co- 
star with Robert Donat, collapsed 
and role was taken over by Jac- 
queline Squire. 

Eden Phillpotts’ Devonshire com- 
edy, “The Farmer's Wife,” in which 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke made his rep, 
is being revived at the Apollo, Sept. 
17, by Prince Littler, 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
Dorothy Gish and Arthur Sircom 
down last weekend. 

Playhouse shutters Saturday (20) 
with best season to date. 

Moss Hart working on new com- 
edy at his Aquetong home. 

Mitchell Hodges’ new bi-monthly, 
The Informer, out Friday (19). 
Phyllis Perlman to town to handle 
press on Courtney Burr’s “The In- 
spector Calls.” 

Dick Skinner, g.m. at Playhouse, 
admitted to Assn. of Press Agents 
and Managers. 

David Reppa, of Playhouse crew, 
rushed to Temple Univ., Philly, last 
week for appendectomy. 

Budd Schulberg working on screen 
treatment of his new novel, “The 
Harder They Fall,” at New Hope 
home. 

Model air races staged Sunday 

(14) at the local high school grounds 
by Exchange Club. Participants 
from eight states. 
ZaSu Pitts was SRO in “Late 
Christopher Bean” at Theron Bam- 
berger’s strawhatter. It was the 
third time for her in the Sidney 
Howard comedy. 

Justin Herman starting first of 
16mm. documentary film series 
Saturday (20) at Recreation Center 
here, as part of its adult education 
program. “The City” is first bill. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 

Beatrice Ka headlining floor 
show at Chase Club. 

Johnny Perkins back after an ill- 
ness of several weeks. 

Carl Brisson in at Crystal Terrace, 
Park Plaza hotel, until Oct. 2. 

Mickey Rooney and troupe making 
p.a. at the National horse show here. 

Forest Park Highlands, major out- 
door amusement park, shuttered for 
the season, 

Garrick relighted as sole burlesk 
house in the St. Louis area, Dick 
Zeisler continyes as manager. 

American theatre tees off 1947-48 
legit season Sunday (21) with one 
week stand of “Toplitszky of Notre 
Dame.” 

St. Louis symph society was be- 
queathed $10,000 by Mrs. Florence 
Holmes Woodruff, who left an estate 
valued at approximately $300,000. 

Ike Williams, 47, manager of the 
Roxy, East St. Louis, has recovered 
from injuries which hospitalized 
him several weeks ago when he at- 
tempted to quiet a quartet of young 
hoodlums in the theatre. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Mother of Connie and Marilyn 
Stewart, acrobatic team, died last 
week. 

Jackie Gleason opened two-week 
engagement Monday night (15) at 
Carousel. 

Josie Lievine remodeling the old 
Canary Inn and will rechristen it 
The Circus. 

Mrs. Ernie Neff, wife of the an- 
nouncer, into the hospital for an- 
other operation. 

Opening of fall show season at 
William Penn's Terrace Room post- 
poned until Oct. 6, 

..Eileen Donnelly, local gal, named 
captain of Mrs. Earl Lindsay line at 
Chez Ami in Buffalo. 














Marie Ryan McKee, women’s edi- 


tor of the Rea ort for last 
five years, has resigned. 

Mie. Al Nobel, wife of the disc 
jockey, has checked in at the Mayo 
Clinic for several weeks. 

Evelyn Gardiner, KDKA Home 
Forum director, back on the air after 
vacationing in California. 

Cy Quinn, formerly of Penn thea- 
tre staff and now a cocktail lounge 
decorator, father of a baby girl. . 

New addition to KQV’s secretarial 
staff is Margaret McCaffrey, for- 
merly with Earl Bothwell agency. 

Director S. Sylvan Simon’s sched- 
uled visit to his home here post- 
poned by last-minute picture assign- 
ment. 

With appointment of her husband, 
Miles Cary, as g.m. of Pepsi-Cola 
here, Sally Starr, stage and screen 
actress, to make her home in Pitts- 
burgh again. 

Anita Covato, daughter of veteran 
band leader and nitery owner, Etzi 
Covato, marrying Arthur Benton 
next Saturday (20). 


Cleveland 


By Glen Pullen 


Mitzy Green sock biz at 
Mounds Club. 

Henny Youngman, current at Bor- 
sellino’s Club, to be followed by 
Willie Shore. 

K. Elmo Lowe on leave from 
Cleveland Play House to appear in 
new touring company of “State Of 
Union.” . 

Al Sutphin taking local critics to 





the 


Pittsburgh for gander at “Iceca- 
pades,” due at his Arena there 
Sept. 25. 


Lakewood repertory group enlarg- 
ing show schedule to 20 perform- 
ances, starting with current “State 
Of Union.” 

Pianist Kenny Rasmussen back 
from USO trip to Japan, and joining 
Ed Hurshell at Skybar as baritone’s 
accompanist. 

Art Warren, co-owner of Cabin 
Club, selling $39,000 home and mov- 
ing to Los Angeles to establish roll- 
screen factory. 

Revival of “Portrait In Black,” 
which had tryout here last season, 
kicking off season at Frederic Mc- 
Connell’s Play House. 

Howard Senor, of Loew’s State 
publicity staff, gave jeweled wrist- 
watch as engagement present to 
Adele Bruder, dairy heiress. 

Glenn Sterling, new network 
crooner, returning Sunday (21) to 
hometown and Aragon Ballroom as 
Skitch Henderson’s band soloist. 
Abe Danches, egg powder manu- 
facturer, here for vacation, trying to 
set national premiere of his second 
indie film “Harpoon” here. 

Ina Claire to help Carl Hanna as 
hostess in preeming his new thea- 
trical penthouse next Monday (22), 
when her “Fatal Weakness” opens 
Hanna’s legit season. 





' Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Erich Pommer, U. S. film -officer 
in Germany, on visit here. 

Hermann Leopoldi, composer and 
pianist, signed up for Simpl Cabaret. 

Filmstar Angelika Hauff left. for 
Rio de Janeiro, after signing con- 
tract with Brazilian film company. 

Eftimos Eftimiades, Greek-Austri- 
an, well known as stage director of 
+. sores theatre, died suddenly 
at 32. 

Franz Salmhofer, composer and 
manager of State Opera, composed 
music to Russian comedy, “Happy 
Sinner.” 

Austrian Broadcasting System set 
to work new station on Kueniglberg 
in District 13, for time being. only 
shortwave. 

Hans Schubert, well-known au- 
thor, returned after a long exile in 
Shanghai. Ferdinand Adler, music 
critic, also back from Shanghai. 


Washington 


By Florence 8S, Lowe 

Max Miller, Eagle Lion flack, in 
to beat the drum. 

Ben Blue will highlight the re- 
opening of Club Cairo this week. 

Gypsy Markoff checked in for a 
month’s stint at Balalaika, loeal 
nitery a la Russe. 

Kay DeWitt, new house singer for 
Loew’s Capitol, gave up a school 
marm’s job for this stint. 

William Faversham, Jr., in to visit 
brother Philip, who was here last 
week in “Voice of the Turtle.” 

Max Youngstein, Eagle Lion pro- 
motion chief, in town to do spade 
work on a capital preem for “T- 
Men.” 

Edward Everett Horton SRO at 
Olney, Md., nearby strawhatter, in 
his perennial . “Springtime for 
Henry.” 

Fred Kogod, K-B circuit boss, 
named vice-chairman of Board of 
Public Welfare by D. C. Commis- 
sioners. 

A local teacher won WTOP-CBS’s 
radio workshop award with a novel 
plan to teach history via the soap 
opera format. 

Jackson Lowe, WWDC disc jockey, 
spending a postman’s holi ay in 
New York looking up musicians 
who have appeared on his programs. 

Sacha Lucas, maestro of the de- 
funct Troika, whose own nitery 
folded last season, back from a sum- 








mer stint at Saranac Inn to try his 
luck at the Brown Derby. J 


a 


Hollywood 


Max Baer planed in from th 
Bob Burns planed to Wichita, a 
Don Loper returned from Manhat- 


an. 
Robert Wise 
ay - 
ose Ferrer motored in f 
York. eee eee 


Eddie Cantor trained i 
eon in from New 


Ronald Colman retur ’ 
wan ned from New 


planed to Mexico 


John Loder became an 
citizen. 

Virginia Field returned from 
Europe. 

Parkyakarkas 
surgery. 

Andy Russell returned from Mex. 
ico City. 

Dore Schary to Santa Barbara on 
vacation. 

Robert Taylor planed to Jacks 
aw to ish. Jackson 
aire® Jean Lipton divor 
Channing Lipton. rate 
Harry Carey hospitalized by black 

widow spider bite. 

Constantin Bakaleinikoff to Michi- 
gan for two weeks. 

Charles Korvin returned from 
European film chores. 

Robert Walker to Ogden, Utah 
where his father is ill. . 

Michael St. Angel changed hig 
name to Steven Flagg. 

Jack Dempsey to Las Vegas to go 
into the hotel business. 

Pat O’Briens back in town after 
summering at Del Mar. 

Charles Coburn in from Manhat- 
tan to resume film work. 

Jimmy Alexander in town after 
30 months in “Oklahoma!”, 

Herbert Stothart reported at 
Metro after a European trip. 

Dorothy Malone in town after 
visiting home folks in Dallas. 

Buster Crabbe planed in from De- 
troit to work in “Caged Fury.” 

Turhan Bey to St. Louis for the 
opening of “The Red Stallion.” 

Mickey Rooney to St. Louis for a 
week’s stint at the Horse show. 

James Stewart to Chicago to star 
in “Northside 777” for 20th-Fox. 

MacKinlay Kantor in town for 
huddles on his story, “Gun Crazy,” 

Peter Lind Hayes and the missus 
to Cleveland to open a nitery tour. 

William Wyler and Margaret Tal- 
lichet checked’ in after a European 
tour. 

George Montgomery obtained his 
release from 20th-Fox and will free- 
lance. : 

Tex Williams starting a tour of 
Southern California one-night 
stands. 

James A. Sixsmith leaves this 
week for Australia after Paramount 
huddles. 

Brig. Gen. Victor C. Secombe of 
Australia gandering film production 
at Warners. 

Burglars prowled Lauritz Mel- 
choir’s home for $700 bag of cash 
and jewelry. 

Jerry Breckenridge checked out 
of RKO’s flackery and retired to his 
Virginia home. 

Pedro Armendariz planed to Mex- 
ico City to receive a government 
award for acting. 

Zachary Scott's 
three-day delay of 
Night” production. 

Samuel S. Spiegel won the right to 
enter the United States legally for 
permanent address. 

Al Horwits arrived from New 
York for publicity huddles at Uni- 
versal-International. 

Judy Garland, recovered from ill- 
ness, checked in at Metro for huddles 
on “Easter Parade.” 

Merle Oberon, Robert Ryan, 
Charles Korvin and Paul Lukas re- 
turned from Europe. 

Johnny O’Connor in town to con- 
fer with Gene Fowler on the 
Jimmy Walker biography. 

Jane Withers and William Moss 
,took out a license to wed, with the 
date set for Saturday (20). 

Bob Ecton signed by Bernard 
Green, Paris promoter, for 18 weeks 
of piano playing in Europe. 

Joseph Schocter in from Edmon- 
ton to line up talent and technicians 
for Canadian Productions, Ltd. 

Bob Steele and Jack O'Shea left 
for a six-month tour of the southern 
states, opening in Lynchburg, Va. 

Bing Crosby made a specia 
trailer to plug the opening of the 
American Cancer Society's fund 
campaign. 

Gene Autry to Minneapolis to 
open his Flying A Rodeo tour, which 
will wind up with four weeks in 
Madison Square Garden. 


Copenhagen 


By Victor Skaarup 
“Oklahoma!” reported to be shown 
at the Norrebro theatre next year. 


Anne Brown, American Negro 
singer, giving concerts here and in 
the provinces. 

RKO’s “Bells of St. Mary’s,” mod- 
erate success here, panned by the 
press as too sentimental. 

Danish femme film stars voted 
Gary Cooper their favorite actor 
with Spencer Tracy the runner-up. 


Circus Schumann played four- 
month summer season at World 
cinema building with every house 
an audience sellout. 

Dagmar Bio, used as a summer 
revue theatre since May, opened as 
a film house Sept. 3 with Warners 


American 


recovering from 


illness caused 
“Prelude to 








“Rhapsody in Blue.” 
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h to rise to his feet bearing 
of the gardenia, the ap- 
dubbed executive, fitted 
for a swivel and welcomed into the 
agency fold.) The agency man must 
be able to drink cocktails at lunch 
and annoy the radio comedian at re- 
pearsal by not laughing at his gags. 
The agency executive has his finger 
on the pulse of the nation. When 
ves the finger from the pulse 


strength 
the weight 


plicant is 





e remo 
” the nation, the comedian has 
something to worry about. 


The Guest Star: The guest star is 
generally a temperamental Holly- | 
wood glamour gir When the script 
is finished she insists that most of | 
the jokes be rewritten. Her agent 
demands that the guest star's last ! 
three pictures, “Zombie — in the 
Oven,” “Chuck Wagon Clarisse” and 
“She Couldn't Say Maybe,” be men- 
tioned in the dialogue. When the 
rogram is over the comedian hears 
one laugh. It is the guest star as 
she takes her check. 

The Critic: The radio critic is 
allergic to the comedian. When the 
comedian’s gags are funny the critic 


‘A Kind Word for the Comedi 


Continued from page 2 


| Chris 








an 











suit was atrocious. That makes me 
happy because the suit was made 
for me 16 years ago by Samuelson 
Sons & Linney, tailors to His Majes- 
ty the King, in London. I can get 
another suit but the performance is 
plastered on. 

Lewis Nichols in The Times finds 
traces of Fay and Jimmy Stewart. 
I’m sorry he left out Joe E. Brown 
and Bert Wheeler because they are 
good, too. He also believes I chose 
Abingdon because it is within run- 
ning distance of Tennessee and its 
hills. I wish I'd thought of that the 
night of the opening. 

One of my favorite criticisms ~—is 
Brown's. Brown is 13 years 
old and gets out his newspaper with 


a stylus. It sells for 3% cents, 1% 
cents being for postage. Brown says 
in part: “Mr. Pemberton says he 


isn’t an actor, but whatever he calls 
it, was very enjoyable. The audi- 


) ence responded to his mood and he 


never let them down.” Now there’s 
a newspaper man to watch. If he 
can’t get a job in Abington and will 
bring his stylus up here, I'll start a 


prints them to save writing a col- | rival Actors’ Cues for him. 


umn. When the comedian’s gags are 
pad the critic prints them to show 
how lousy they are. This also saves 
the critic the trouble of writing a 
column. The comedian, 
other piece of bread in a three-| 
decker sandwich is always in the 
middle. 

The Survey: The radio survey | 
determines the comedian’s pop- | 
ularity. In the United States there | 


are sixty million radio sets in oper- 4 
Nobody knows how many | J 

Oa-Rt 
basis of a few hundred phone calls, | 


ation. 
people listen to each set. 


made each month, the survey arrives 








as having promising talent. Agents, 
producers and others will be asked 
to suggest candidates. The expense, 


if any, to the participants, will be | 


extremely nominal—say, 50c. a week | 
—merely enough to cover the limited | 


cost of the project. If any additional | 
money is needed, modest contribu- | 


tions may be solicited from various 
theatrical names. 

No place has yet been selected for 
the classes, but for the present Miss 


Crawford will handle the prelimin- | 


ary arrangements from her produc- 
tion office. It’s stressed that the plan 
is not connected in any way with 


| Theatre, Inc., the American National 


Theatre and Academy, American 
ganization. Also, although Miss Craw- 
ford, Lewis and Kazan are all former 
members of the Group Theatre, the 
present scheme is in no way con- 


| nected with it. 


(Ed. Note: Pemberton played the | 


leading role for a week in “Harvey” 
at the Barth theatre, for which he 


like the | received $46 in silver, two Virginia 


hams, a hand of tobacco, a_ live 
goose, and as bonus an acre of land 
on the side of a mountain). 

















Doorman’s Play 








Continued from page 1 


stock, while Irving is a radio actor 
and announcer. Morris Carnovsky 


at a mythical figure which suppos- | is being sought for the lead, but is 


edly is the approximate number of 
alleged listeners tuning in the come- 


awaiting suggested script revisions. 
Reich, at his Broadhurst portal 


dian’s program. The comedian has | post yesterday ‘Tues.), said he felt 


‘his ups and downs on the survey. 


The lowest rating the comedian ever 
had was minus ten. This meant that 
not only nobody was listening to the 
program but ten people who were 


going to buy radios didn’t because” 


the comedian was on the air. 


Fan Mail Friends, ete.: Fan mail 
and friends are sources o* annoy- 
ance. Each week the comedian re- 
ceives hundreds of postcards and let- 
ters. His fans want photographs, 
autographs, tickets for his program, 
copies of old scripts money and ad- 
vice. The comedian is hounded to 
&ppear at every benefit from the big- 
gest affair at Madison Square Gar- 
den down to a testimonial dinner 
being given in a decompression 
chamber for some sandhog. The 
comedian's friends are always drop- 
ping in to remind him that Jack 


Benny and Bob Hope had great pro- 

grams, earlier in the week, and that. 
Lum ’n’ Abner have just passed him > 
After a few years | 


On the Hooper. 
rod a the comedian shudders at 
approach of two ple—th 
mailman and a friend. _ . 
The Income Tax: When the come- 
dian comes to the end of his fiscal 
year, he finds that he has to pay out 
from 60 to 80 per cent of his income 
in taxes. The rest of his money he 
has paid to his agent for commis- 
sion, mailed to indigent relatives for 
their support and loaned to old ac- 
tors who knew him when. A'ter 
working like the proverbial mongrel 
all season the comedian finds that 
ee no money, he has made a 
10N enemies ; 
use of the — re 
ee: The next time you join 
net Sad and a radio comedian’s 
ne comes up—don't join the great 
Pr tla a kind word. The 
9 agg © your kind word is prob- 
y all the comedian —will have 
when his career is ended. 


| Continued from page 1 s===1l 











Pemberton 


Close to my chest. If this is the Mur- 
dock Pemberton I used to know in 
Emporia, Kan., he can take what- 
ever blame there is because it was 
his performance of Launcelot Gobbo 
in a high school show that gave me 
the courage to undertake this role. 
This actcr was my brother: his per- 
formance was terrific. and was close 
to Several other parts of his anatomy. 
He aiso said I brought the oblique 
@pproach, I shall look that one up 
later. His criticism of underplaying 
1S well taken. I learned about that 
from Frank Fay, who at one time 
early in his “Harvey” career was ac- 
— of overplaying his uncerplay- 

Ward Morehouse in the N. Y. Sun 
thinks I was pretty good but that my 


}maintain contacts 
jand sundry other stagefolk. His 
| chores were rather light, he noted, 
iand he passed the dull moments by 
scriptirg “Mothers” in his cubby 
jhole as well as collabing on an- 
lother script which was sold to a 
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produce, with the Metropolitan Mu- | 
| tual Assurance Co. of Chi picking up | prominent literary figures of the end | 


CLAUDE ARCHER LA BELLE 
Claude Archer La Belle, 54, vet- 


eran drama critic of the San Fran- | 


cisco News, died Sept. 14 in San 
Francisco after a heart attack. He 
was drama critic for the news *#~” 
18 years. 

Prior to his association with the 
News he was real estate editor of 
the San Francisco Examiner. Pre- 


| vious to that he did public relations 
Repertory Theatre or any other or- | 


| Ist Negro Soaper | 


work in the Philippines. He also 
did newspaper work in Chicago and 
Washington. He was a founder and 
a member of the San Francisco The- 
atre Critics Council. 

Survived by two brothers 


RICHARD LE GALLIENNE 

Richard Le Gallienne, 81, poet, 
novelist, critic and father of actress 
Eva Le Gallienne, died in Menton, 
France, Sept. 14. He was one of the 


the tab, Davis-Young-Powell is the | of the 19th century and was best 


agency. Cast includes legit’s Janice 
Kingslow, last seen in “Anna Lu- 
casta.” 





Detroit’s Negro Jock 
Detroit, Sept. 16. 
WJBK.,. winner of many awards in 
past years for efforts to stimulate 
inter-racial harmony in the midwest, 
announced the addition of a Negro 


disk jockey to its program schedule. | 
| New jock is Van Douglas. who be- | 


gan his duties yesterday (15). He is 
well known in entertainment circles 
around Detroit. 

Douglas’ disk-jockey sessions will 


known for his poetry. 

He also wrote newspaper articles 
and in 1929 did a weekly column 
from Paris fer the New York Sun. 
| He began his literary career as sec- 
retary to the late British actor, Wil- 
son Barrett. 

Widow and another daughter also 
survive. 





ELLEN BEACH YAW 
Ellen Beach Yaw, 78, former grand 
opera star, died Sept. 8 in Covina, 
Cal., where she lived in retirement. 
In her prime Miss Yaw sang success- 


| be known as “Harlem Nocturne” and | fully in Italy and France and later 


| will be broadcast seven nights a 
| week from 11 until midnight. With 


| the addition of Douglas, WJBK be- 
| comes the first station east of Chica- 


| Univ. 
his job was a fine opportunity to|, 
with producers | 


go to announce a Negro disk-jockey. | stage, Miss Yaw established the Lark | 
| Ellen School for Boys, in Los An- | 


Douglas is a graduate of Wayne 











B’way-‘Outlaw’ 
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| VINCENT. ISOLA 


at the Metropolitan, where she was 
noted chiefly for her role in “Lucia 
de Lammermoor.” On her retire- 
ment from the opera and concert 


geles, since taken over by the Lions 
Club. 





veteran show- 


in Paris. 


Vincent Isola, 85, 


man, died recently 


| corps of Fieldingites helped the b.o. | brother and former partner, Emile, 


film company. The playwright, who | 
came to the U.S. in 1939, prefers to | 


| be known as a “backstage custodian” 


| 


feeling its more “dignified” than the | 


term “stagedoor man.” 
| With the Broadhurst for about two 


| years, Reich prior to that was at the | 


Imperial in a_ similar capacity. 
“Mothers” will be his first play to 
lsee production on Broadway. He 


door watchdog in the event his play 
‘is successful. 














Scripter Shaw 


Continued from page 1 

ithe principal until he’s 45 years old, 
'15 years hence. Meanwhile he'll 
| share the income, at what the bank- 
|er-trustees estimate will be about 
| 3% interest, with his stepmother. 
| The fortune was left by the writer’s 


father, James D. Shaw. a_ public 
utilities lawyer of Milwaukee. 
| Meanwhile, Shaw will have to 


' struggle along on the mere $1.500 a 
| week he makes for authoring “D.A.” 
land “Christopher.” He figures he'll 

have to spend at least part of the 
|inheritence on secretarial 
| handling the come-on mail he'll get. 











Lab for Actors 
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|doubted he would remain as a stage- | 


‘and other of its key stations through- lisher of The Travel 


by plunking down full admission. 

Price is $1 during the day and 
$1.50 evenings, with $1.80 tap Satur- 
day nights. 


j|had been dead some years. 

Born in Algeria, Emile and Vin- 
cent Isola began their show career 
as a conjuring act, and were success- 


After nixing spot announcement | ful for many years, They later be- 


for “The Outlaw,” 


Broadcasting’s flagship station 


WNEC, National |came producers at the Folies Ber- 
in | gere, the Sarah Bernhardt, and the 


New York, reversed itself last week. | Opera Comique in Paris, always as 
Outlet is now using two or three | partners. 


transcribed plugs a day and Alec 
Moss, Hughes’ p.a.. declared that 
he’d buy all that WNBC’s time lim- 
itations would make available. About 
$5,000 a week is currently being 
spent for N. Y. radio advertising. 
Niles Trammell, NBC prexy, re- 





FRED R. MORGAN 
Fred R. Morgan, 62, artist and car- 
toonist, died in New York, Sept. 14. 
Morgan was best known to show 
biz for his cartoon critiques of N. Y. 
vaude shows. They appeared in The 





versed the WNBC ruling on “Out- |Graphic and later in The Mirror dur- 
'law” after it was pointed out that | ing the 1920's. 
| WMAQ, the chain’s Chicago outlet, | 


Brother, Richard C. Morgan, pub- 
Agent and 


out the country had carried the iden- | American Traveller, survives. 


tical “Outlaw” spots. 





Pitt’s Green Light 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
“The Outlaw” has finally received 
the green light from the Pennsyl- 


/vania censors, and will have its first 
' showing in this state in Erie. No 


local first-run date has been set yet, 
but UA office is working on a deal 


| with Harris circuit to play Jane Rus- 
'sell picture at either the Harris or 


help 


the Senator. 


BENJAMIN H. ROBERTS 


Benjamin H. Roberts, 62, repre- 


‘sentative of Actors Equity Assn. anc 


Couldn't be learned from either | 


UA or the censor board what elim- 


'inations had to be made in “Outlaw” 


to get it the go-ahead although it’s 


‘understood from those close to the 


that actors get little time to work on 


| iheir craft. 

| With stock and repertory no longer 
offering a training or refresher 
ground, actors may go for many 


situation that the cuts were plenty 
heavy. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ted Cennor. daugh- 
ter, Culver City, Sept. 12. Father is 


,prop man at 20th-Fox. 


months without a chance to act, or | 
may get into a long-running hit and | 


-continue playing the same part long 
after they've become stale. But there 
ere no facilities for an actor to work 
at various parts, particularly parts 
against type. 

With no more than that to go on, 
Miss Crawford, Lewis and Kazan 
laid out a scheme for holding regular 


,acting classes, not only for players | 


experience, but for 
well established. Lewis 
the experienced actors 


with limited 
those fairly 
is to direct 


and Kazan the relatively inexperi- 
enced ones. Choreographer Jerome 
Robbins, approached subsequently, 


agreed to handle classes in body 
movement, posture. etc. Mivs Craw- 
ford will be administrative head. 
The scheme is to get uncer way 
in three or four weeks. with par- 
ticipants limited to those iegarded 


Mr. and Mrs. Niven Busch, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Sept. 12. Mother is 
Teresa Wright of the screen; father 
is a writer-producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kalcheim, 
daughter, New York, Sept. 8. Father 
is a vaudeville and nitery agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Feist. daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, Sept. 8. Father is 
a film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Breyer. 
daughter, Hollywood, Sept. 7, Father 
is a radio account executive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cari Nelson, son, 
Milwaukee, Sept. 6. Father is WTMJ. 
Milwaukee, announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Edson, son, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. Father's on KQV 
staff. 


Mr. and Mrs. Philip Yordan, son, 
L.A., Sept. 13. Mother is Marilyn 
Nash, actress; stege and 


father is 
sereen writer. ‘ 


formerly an actor for 27 years. died 
in New York, Sept. 13. He played 
in stock in the middle west and ap- 
peared on the New York stage in 


“The Bat,” “What Price Glory,” 
“The Missouri Legend” and other 
shows. 


Widow and sister survive. 





JOHN F. PUVOGEL 
John F. Puvogel, 76, former cir- 
cuit operator, died in his home in 
Elmhurst, Queens, N. Y., Sept. 13. 
He retired from business in 1940 
after organizing the Cross Bay The- 


| atre Co., Which operated a group of 
‘theatres in Queens, N. Y. 


,and 


W.fe, six daughters and two sons 
survive, 


GEORGE DILLON 

George Dillon, former salesman 
for RKO in Pittsburgh, died in 
New York, Sept. 13, after a long ill- 
ness. He was a 25-year vet in the 
film business and served in various 
capacities with RKO, PDC, Pathe 
and other companies. 


SAM HECHT 
Sam Hecht, theatre builder, died 
of a heart attack in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., last week. Among the houses 


he built was the Esquite, Cape 
Girardeau, for a syndicate headed 


by B. A. Wolliner and H, H. Royle, 
of Memphis. 


LOUIS L. HUTSON 
Louis L. Hutson, theatre musician 
who played the piano in Rochester's 
first film theatre, the Bijou. Dream, 
later led the orchestra there. 


His | 


OBITUARIES 


died Sept. 9. He retired four years 
ago. 
—_. —— 
ALBERT LOUIS FISCHER 

| Albert L. Fischer, veteran member 
-*& the St. Louis Theatrical Brother- 

jod, Local No, 6, died in St. Louis 
-wecently from heat prostration, He 
was last employed at the Melba thea- 
tre, a Fred Wehrenberg unit. 





EDWARD J. FREUND 
| Edward J. Freund, 60, former con- 
cert violinist in Czechoslovakia, died 


| suddenly in Chicago, Sept. 2. Sur- 
vived by sister. 
| — — 
| STANLEY NASTAL 

Capt. Stanley Nasial, 48, part 
owner and program director of sta- 


tion WFOX, Milwaukee, died in that 
city Sept. 7. ‘He formerly held a 
commission in the U. S. Army. 





Mother, 76, of Samuel Briskin, 
vice-prexy of Liberty Films, and 
Irving Briskin, Columbia exec, died 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 15. Other sure 
vivors include ‘two more sons, 
Barney Briskin, an indie producer, 
and Murray Briskin, eastern theatre 
owner, and a daughter, Mrs, Abe 
Schneider, wife of Columbia vice- 
prexy and treasurer, 





| Mrs. Margaret G. McDonough, 65, 
wife of Alfred B. McDonough, re- 
tired manager of the old Erlanger 
and Powers theatre enterprises, died 
in Oak Park, Il., Sept. 9. Son and 
daughter also survive. 


Allan Miller, 53, who operated a 
radio advertising and program pro- 
duction firm in Toledo, O., died of a 
heart attack in that city Sept. 10. 


Martin J. Finley, Paramount po- 
liceman for 25 years, died in Holly- 
| wood, Sept. 10. 
| 


MARRIAGES 


Iris Karyl to Herbert Marks, New 
York, Sept. 14. Bride is a dancer; 
he’s N. Y. and Miami talent agent. 

Breckie Orr to Laurel Smith, 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. Bride is a pub- 
licist at Eagle-Lion. 

Marie O’Keefe to Walter Moros- 
co, Las Vegas, Sept. 12. He's a film 
producer. 

Marion Finer to Harold Laboviiz, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. Bride’s secretary 
jto John McGreevey, head booker- 
|buver for Harris circuit. 
| Nondas Metealfe to Ne'son Case, in 
|New York, Sept. 5. Bride is an ac- 

tress and writer; groom is a radio 
' announcer. 

| Gerda Mickelson to Ole Skaarup, 
‘in Peekskill, N.Y., Aug. 23. Bride is 
| the radio writer, Gerda Michael. 

| Bette Geisser to John Healey, Los 
' Angeles, Sept. 12. Both are with Fox 
| West Coast. 

Esther Godder to Harold Butchin, 
Chicago, Sept. 6. Groom is in Chi. 
Universal Pictures public relations 
department, 


McNutt 
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\mittee could hardly charge that he 
had tied himself up with “a bunch 
lof reds” in its probe of Communist 
| activity in the film capital. 
McNutt’s selection is believed to 
have been given final okay during 
the flying trip to the Coast last 
weck by Joyce O’Hara, exec aide to 
MPA chief Eric Johnston. and Ed- 
ward Cheyfitz, also a Johnston aide. 
Byrnes, former Secretary of State, 
has been doing much of the master- 
minding on tactics to be followed 
curing the Congressional probe, but 
‘has refused. to make a_ personal 
lappearance before the committee. 
Johnston himself is ill and it’s not 
certain whether he will be able to 
attend the sessions or not. However, 
it is understood that industry top- 
pers thought it preferable in any 
case to get another public figure, 
aside from Johnston, to represent 
the MPA at the hearings. 
| MeNutt will follow in the path 
laid out by the late Wendell Willkie, 
when the industry once before faced 
Congressional investigators. That 
was three months before’ Pearl 
Harbor. when the charge was that 
Hollywood pictures were “war- 
nongering.” It was the first time 
that the industry had teken a fivht- 
ing stance—as this is the second— 


with the result that the committee 
was backed so far down into its 
corner and made to leok so- silly 


it postponed the hearings into ob- 
livion. 
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“FOR 1949, 


(Also for 1948 and the Remainder of 1947) 


The Popular Auailalle Broadway Comedy Star 


LEW PARKER 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 UNBOOKED COMEDIAN 








AGENTS 

(Take Your Pick) 
Chas. V. Yates 
Lester Shurr 

Henry Wiese 

Matty Rosen 
General Artists Corp. 
Lovis Shurr 


Bob Hone 


PERSONAL APPEARANCES 
Marvin Schenck 

Sidney Piermont 

Joe Vogel 

Alan Zee 

Harry Mayer 

Bill Howard 

Eddie Sherman 

Mickey Aldrich 

Leo Cohen 


Bot Hone 
TROTTERS 


Hone Hanover 


BASEBALL 
Brooklyn Dodgers 


(7 Hope) 








A Few “Thank You’s” To A Few Citizens 


(NOT Listed in the Order of Their Importance) 


‘RADIO 
Marconi 


Mennen Company 


Lew Bonham 


Duane-Jones Co. 
Reggie Scheubel 


Ann Thomas 
Chet Gerlock 
Tom Hudson 
‘ Tom Glazer 
Bill Lieberson 


Martin Lieberson 


Bernie Miller 
Allan Walker 
Matty Norman 
Jerry Devine 
Herb Polesie 


Bot Hope 


MONEY 
Morris Plan 


Hone National Bank 


INSULTS 
Toots Shor 


TURF 
Joe Pledge 


hoe Hone 


@ 
And to the Boy | Owe So Much to: My Writer, DANNY SHAPIRO 








LEGITIMATE 

Vinton Freedley 
Richard Kollmar 
Jimmy Gardiner 
Charles MacArthur 
Ben Hecht 

Hunt Stromberg, Jr. 
Tom Spengler 
Charles Meeker 


Starlight Operetta Co. 


(Dallas, Texas) 


Bok Hone 


PICTURES 


Lassie 
Thunderhoof 


Sessue Hayakawa 
Barney Dean 


(Sony Hope) 


GIN RUMMY 
Friars Club 


HANDICAPPER 
Joe E. Lewis 


No Hone 
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